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Peracnal Backgroeund

The tackgroun3 of subject is ef the upper middle class. Her father

had been the sstate mavager of Eszterhasy who omed about 40,000 acres
in Hongary. Thus her education and surroundings have been extremely
good, hespondent is a typical example of a person who is easily
regarded as a so-called "class =alien” by the Communist regime. Due

te this fact she had many set backs in her life and carser, At firsi,

> wag not admitted te the University of Medicel Sciences and then
itersshe vas dismissec from her job, and fimally at the nurses' school
1@ bad te much to suffer due te her bad cadre file.

H e

B
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che's a very soft spoksn and likeable person ~ a soothing, smihkek quiet
personalityes 1 am sure she was a good nurse and would make a very good
decter.
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Il, MAJOR SALICNCE AND WARM «UP QUASTION

"hat I consider the meat important thinge that Auwericane should
kneow about the event in Hungsry during the autwnn ¢f 1956 is that
this revolution wes not organized end not mester-minded by anyboedye
It was tontally and whelly spontanesuse It was directed against the
Stalinlst regime and all gocial sectiens and classes of the whole
nation tecok part -in 1t, comtrary to propeganda Lhat they were all
fascists taking pert in the revelution and there were ne
anti-genibic feelinges flare upe

C’}M:!. /vav .
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CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL uXFERIENCES, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES, AND
EXPLCTATIONS DURING THE REVOLUTION,

On the 22nd ef Octeber, 1956, respondent had been at $he St. laszle
Hospital for Contageous Déseases. She worked at the pelie ward and
there fore all these who werked there were clesed off from everybory
elsce tney Lived im the euarantine, so to say. Im mumgary they

had ne anti~pelie serums at all, amd this was the only precattion
they ceuld wark eut. On the 23rd of Uct. other student nurses from
the hespital came over te inform them that the demonstratiom was
plammed fer the 23 in the afterneon. Some officers of the nearby
Kossuth military academgy came over and teold the nurses this news.
When asked for permisaion to join the demonstration, the headmaster
of the murses' scheool flatly refused them and told them that if
anybody takes pert in the demonstration will be immediately dismiszed
from the sgﬂaol. The headmaster, of course, was & Communist.
NevertheleHs; 90% of the student nurses went to see the .sce.s.

It was about 3330 in the afternocem when she joined the students

and marched with them along the Kessuth 8trest te watch the Bem
statue in Buda. Har feelings were that of intemse relief,of
tremerdous joy to be free at last, and se was everyone filled with
joye She was not afraid of anything, and she thought she knew perfectly
well what the conseguences weuld be, and that she would be dismissed
from the school. Regarding what she wan ted the government to do,

she pointed out:

"I believe that everybedy's purpose was of getting rid of the
Staliniat regime. We wanted a government by the people and rom

the people = to be completely independent of the Soviet influence.
Pergonally, of course, I hoped that by sclving this problem, our
personal problem would alse be solyed, and people would know no

more be discriminated 4if they?&@.gf?@r%alled "elass-alien” background.

"While we were et the Bem statue, I think that we still were quite
willing to accept one compromise and that if we would have the
assurance that Imre Magy would bscome the hezd of the government ~
a peaceful revolution would come about and little by little the
country Wbuld procede on the role of complete change.
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e mever thought that the fighting would start et this moment;
hewever, vher axriving at the Parliasment and seeing the excited crowd
I theught that a revolutiom i¢ inevitablee

"REegardimg the age, sex and class of the demonstratars, about 70% youth
took part in these demomstrations and as far as I can judge, every
social class teok rert in it. I oven saw gany soldiers in their uniforms.
I really ceuld not tell whe did net tale part in these demonstrations
axcept, of couwrse, 1'm sure that the Farty Secretary of our hespital

was not thera”

"As mentioned before, these demcnstrations were cemple tely spontanesous
and unorganizod. Te & certaim extent they teok the leadership inte
their hands amd they had elected several lsaders whe led a group

of psople and whe more er less tried, and did, enforce erder, but

that was alle As we went aleng in the streets everybedy jeined use"

"From the Bem statue we went te the Parliament Square. I was with

a friend of mimee We arrived befere the Farliamemt around six e'cleck,
and here the crewd ceme te see Nagy. As time went hayx by, and it

got darker, everybedy started te rell up their newspepers and used
them as terches. This was really an umfergetiable mxpxskammrx 8:ght.
Ir the meantime, Peter Verss tried te calm down peeple, but did net
succeeds The crowd dememded that the real amd eld Humgarian flag
should be heisted ca the Farl iement building. This was dene..There
wase peint when the crowd was se lmpatiemt that some ef them tried

te break inte the Farliament by the rear entrance.

Wr e AT

1T left the souare im fremt eof the Parl fament befere Nagy had apneared.
T wert back te my school te see whether er not I ceuld reund up more
girls to come and join the demonstratiom. I walked all the way, of
course, because at that time the trams, strestcars, were nei rumninge.
On myway hems, I heard that the crewd weat te the Radie buildings.
When I arrsvied back at the hespital, the first batch ef wounded
already had arrived at the Istvan hespitel, se I went stralpght ever.

"Arriving here, I foumd cemplete disorganizatien. Thera were ne murses
sround. The Chief Hedical Officer was absent. Thay had enly ene decter-
ene of the residents of the heapital, called Geerge Gerden. He wes the
only ene who stayed om all the time duriwg the rovelutioz. fle was a
wonderful mane Feur etherstudent murses joincd ms there and later
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#n, ome old murse tarmed up alseo,so that was alle We had te werk
of course day amd nighb.

e had ealy twe Russian seldiers whe were leaysd te our hespital
but thesge were taker away by the Russisms immediately =~ thevery
same deye ALL I cam say about them was that they were terribly
scarede I mever saw anybedy se scared im my life,

"Om Octeber the 25th and 26th, we received many wounded f{reedem
fightera. Seme of them were very serieusly weunded, and we had alse
mony deaths. 211 ef eur wards, amd even the cerriders were crowded
with eur patients, Ws had enough equipment and feed. The peasants
wers really wenderful; they breught in feed from the villages amd
distributed it. There was eme thing, however, which we lacked, and
that wes plasmae Areund the Nev, 5th amd 6th, we ran out ef it.

At the same peried we had te stay dowm in the cellars. We teok dewn
211 eur patiemts because fighting was geing on in the vicinity and
we had me windews left ixm the hespital building at all. These windews
later em were repaireds We had alse another decter frem Szeged whe
somekew was stuek in the hespital amd couldm't ge inte tewn any more,
ge hestayed ard helped us. I de mot know his name, but the nanme

of the othor decter I remember. It was Dr, Ruff, whe alse came along
and helped use. I cannet give an exact figure of the casualties that
we had there btut they ran inte several hundreds. Vie had altogether
about 20 deaths."

"] heard ithe werd"freedom fighter"for the first time at the very
beginning of the revelutien. Considering the age of the weunded we
got im our hespital, I believe that areund 80% ef the fighters must
have bean areund 20 er ve, and I alse think thet they were 50% of

the working class, and of the intelligentsia. 1 really ceuldn't tell
who did net take part in the fighting. As te hew the demonstraters
got their arme, I enly can tell that om the 23rd eof Octeber at 11:0C P.M.,
I saw a big truck geing aleng te the arms factory and these young
men teld me that they were geing te get arms tkers. Alse I knew that
the seldiers lilleled at the Pem barracks were the first enes whe

. harded ever ttzir arms to the freedom fighters. The students of the
Kossuth #ilitary Academy at first were rather passivs; later on, they
alse joined the vevelution. Here I weould like te mention that I
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have slse seen several students frem the University ef HMedisal
Sciences =Chinese boys and girls whe alse joined in the revelution
and feught side by side. Ome Chinese and one Bulgarian medical
student were these whe walked over te Buda and brought us the
go~mach needed plasmape®

As I was werking all the tims at the hespital, I am unabtle te give
further infermatien regardimg hew the fighting went on, and hew

the demonstratiens turmed inte fightinge Regardinmg hew they

wers orgenized, I believe that the msin trouble was that frs:dem
fighters had ne efficient leaders. One of my mtisnis teld me, whe
fought em the cgﬁigfﬂllwi Street and Cervin Kez; later en, 1

heard the name of eter mentioned by many of ny patiemts. He was

the e whe erganized the defense of Kil)Yian barracks. /1l my patients
praised him highly.

"Regarding the gverall eutcome of the revelution, I believe that
everybedy knew that unless seome assistance weuld be ferthcoming, we
canret peesibly vine Nev.rtheless at that time, everybedy decided
te fight te the bitter end.

"Then we heard that the RxskimmporxesdXmdx goevermmest called in
the Husaian troops. We knew that this was ef ceurse en Hussian
pressure, but we grit:ed our teeth¢ and somehew we became more
bitter and more decisive, and decided te ge om with our fight."

Co Bx L spent my time between the time of the Seviet withdrawal

and the time ef the re-invasiom at the hespital working there. When
the Red Army had begun its retreat, we believed for a shert time

that they did this in erder te comply with the wishes of the werkers,
and te show them what geod beys they are. We first heard that the
Hussian treops were returning on Nev. 4, and this was alse the day

we saw them returming. I had spent all my time at the hespital until
the wery day when I escaved from Hungary. I started plammning my escape,
on ¥wdwx Nev, 23rd. By that time I feund that the cause had been lest
and alss since I was net allewed te study redicine as I wanted, I
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en the waele, Hungary has gained bscause
1 believe and sircerely Yhepe that im

has preved her ardent wish te be free
Soviet demination, Humgery

it everything -~ even what she had
he relvutisns”
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EXPLCTAT IONS OF HELP FROM THi WEST DURING THE REVCLUTION

A." At the very beginning, everybedy quite feellshly heped that

the ¥est would come to eur heln by giviag us arms, “ater on,

nhewever, when Yhe United Natiows kreught eut its reselutioca we

were convinsed that the UM samctions would be carried sute. Alse,

we were cortain that Secretary Cemeral Hammersjkold weuld ceme as

the head ef am investigating cemmittees I belisve that we were

quite justified 1@ hope this becauvce Rugsia did everything that waus
against the UN Charter, and we could net believe thet the UN weuld be

ss weak that they wouldn't be 2ble te enferce their sanmctionsa gainst \
Bussia, and of the Gourt. PL

N\

B."0ur expectations vere formed om the radie broadcasts of the
United Nations session Ly which we were infermsd of all the actions
and sanctions ssued by the UNs, Also we had heard hew all nsations
unanimeusly were standing uvp fer the Humgarian cause. We alse heard
threugh the radie thet the UN had erdered the sendimg out ef an
investigatiang cemmitiee,”

C.Hespondent did nel mmewsmkyxmp=mnx centact any fercigmers bLetween
October 23 and the time of her escapes
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SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

Ao "My father was the estate mamager of Eszterhazy, befere the war.

At that time, I was much te young te care what his inceme wase. £11

I cap say is that wo had many geed and easy 1ife. After the war,

my father became am electriciams Later wn, hewever, he get mx
imterned and new I den't evem knew where hs is, I emly knew that

he waes freed by the revolutien frem the Swmurmxwsepurx¥zsisywwionts:
iwternment campe I de ret dare te write te him. As I said I den't knew
his inceme befere the war, but after the war when he became an
electrician en his owm he had a degree of electrenic emgireering

Lrom the University ef Budepests He earned zbeut 940 ferinths per
menth. My parents ewned heuses in Budapest, in Dembaver, and alse

at Leke Balaten. These houses were family heuses and they lived in
them alternately, week-ending where my father had te stay in comnectien
with his work."

Respendeat’s father had high scheel education amixmw=xs
ek askreniexengiveeex, e had a degree im electrenics Lrwwiihm
enginsering frem the Budapest University as well as anether degree
from the Agricultural University fxmmx 2t Magyarsvar. Respendent's
mether was a high scheel graduate.

1o PO TP e b

Be Respendent made the fellewing distinctions regarding the secial
classes in Humgerys Phe iatellectuals - the peasantry amd the werking
claas,

Hewever, I believe thers wer: seme changes since 1945 in this respects
The intells ctusl class semshew slipped ever te the werking class, due
te the fact that they were unable te got werk im their ewn fi=ld of
qualificatiens. Yn the ether hanmd, the peasentry and the werking clasg
stepped up ene class higher inte the intellectusl cl:ssg."

"Te my mind anybedy whe has an University degree, or whe is studying
at the University and further on, all civil servants, smd office
empbloyees beleng te the intellectual class.”

deapendent had pe direct er censtant relatienship with any ef the
sther classes tham hers. She, ef course, regards herself te beleng
te the iniel lectuzl class.

Regarding her attitudes teward the differemt secial classes, she wae
ef the epimiem that the imtsileciusls were the eres whe weuld never
glve in to the Communist vegime, and whe mymxums: fight and will
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ge en fighting fer freedeme The peasaatry,as she said,is very

mich tied dewn %o the land and are rather egetistic. Hewever, durinsg
the revelution they behaved wenderfully by supplying fesd te the
city. Cemcerning the werking class, respondent was ef the epimion
that in the beginning they sert ef played teward Cemnunism, s2ad wers
imclined te acoept it, but later om, as it has been preved by the
revelutien, they switched over cempletely, due te the fict that they
had secn fer themselves hew Cemmunism impractice werks,

"I belisve that the hardest hit class is the intellectual class,
becavse they are alwaye censidered as class-aliens and they ware
cempletely illimirated frem the ecenemic amd pelidical life ef the
c@untry, It very eftem happened that am intellect waun't even
accepied as a factery werkere"

Ce Respermiemt &id detailed the behavieur ef different clasaes te
sach other as follews: _ :
"I de wet believe that much leve was lest between the psasantry and
the intellectual. classe They mever did umderstand each ether. Nevertheless,
they needed each other, amd I think that the same situvatiom prevails
between the werkers and the peasamts., The intelleetuals hewever were
appreaching the werker's @8ass little by 'I.i.ttleT since the intellectuals

h

had glse te werk te de lly er manually. ‘he werkers -in the
beginning were ather @8 he intellectualg class; semehow, they
feared them, and were § @ that they will always remain“gentlemen”.

But a2t the time when
Cemmunism and switchéd
them and esthmate
because they could um §

Hungarisn wsrking class emerged frem
then they were begimning te understand
b e rs saenehew envied the peasantry

pd and ether properties.

v snubbed the workers as a class which

g tried te Wring abeut a cleser ceepsration
"peantry and the werking class, but never

WS anartificial ap reach becavse the

B twe classes are much tee different. The

pity of the intelligentsia but en the

ether bhand, they tried ! out of them as much a8 pesgitles MNevertheles

during the revelution, mgarian peasantry behaved extrerely well

te all secial classese i2

"As te the peasants; thy
did net ewn anythinge '#
and understanding babweel
succeeded in deing dipg B
fundanmental charactepg #
peasantry admitied Ly

' vz

i

v
z
\
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EY Ap imdividusl whe wents te succeed in Humgary must lack
oharacter. He muet cewpremise and he wust adjust aimself te

all the demands of the Commnist regimee The class erigin is the
mest impertant thing in any career., if you are talented, it helps
but it camnet csunterbalance if yeu sre a classe-alien. mush
have a goed cadre file se as te be able te succeed. Up 'til 1948
these cadra files were kept se scrupuleusly, and even at that time,
the se-calls d claszs alien studenis wore acgcepted at theeseeess
Universiticse During the regime of Imre Nagy, the rules weren't kept
go atrictly but after his government abdicated, they eunferced aghin
a verystrict rule.

"Altegether I can say thate very pelitical appessement breught abeut
wrkxyarkiom exmmeniaxrelaxation in the economic and ether rules."

A te the type «f persen whe gk ceuld get ahead in Cemmunist
Hungary, all I can say is that he must be cempletely witheut
character er he must be an extremely smart pelitician - that is,
t® Imew heow, when and what te say."
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FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMAUNISM

Ae * 1 am abselutely cenvinced that Comnunism has had a very tad
influewce eon fam’ly life in Humgary em the whele. Of ceurse, this
doperded emtirely on the individusl circumstances the family 1ived
in, ard whether wr not the mether, alse, had te werk. First ef all,
the children were very little at home because gince the parents had
te work, after scheel they were put inte the se-called day scheels,
ard if the teacher ther. wag a Communist, and it wasextremely
difficult fer the paremts te ceunterbalance this influemce at heme,
and espscially il a child became intimated at a tender age, it was
evern mere difficult. The changes in the family life durinmg the
Cexmumist regime was, ef ceurse, in a vary bad directiem, and it
affected mestly thevery yeuag gemeratieons ..ast enly in shhesels, but
even the films, radis, etce they saw were te indectrinmate the childrenm.

B."The indsctrinatiea started at the nursery classes where the children
were told falry tales and even these fairy tales wers slanted..mestly
the Bussian herees were Stalin, and such like. The elder children &t
scheol had te learm extremely hard, but during their recreatien time
they spent mestly the time with the so-called pieneers. Here the

ragime tried te offer them everything zmi they ceuld net get at home .
They were taken te camps and they were taught te drive cars, etc.
-Certain subjects, such ag histery and censtitution, fer instance wer:
ef ceurse slarted. This kind ef ap e ducatien refers alse te the
adelescentso

"Communist educatien did its best te make belleve te the chlldren that
they a re inderendent individuelso That they must cut eoff the ties ef
the familye Of csurse, the parents at hewe tried te seunterbalance
the influence »f the scheels, but did ne' always succeed. Semetimes,
the effect was 1a the reverss. I knew a family where the parents were
very s trongly Cemmunistic and yot their sen went and feught en the
side sf the frsedem fighters."

%I de met believe that these changes are the same fer all secial
clessess The least influemced were the childrem ef the peasantry.
Then the children of the inmtellsctual class, and here because the
ravents were intelligemt and tried te aducabe their shildrsn in their
ewn way, bult the greatest change in the family atmesphere has eccurred
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I believe,in the werking cless.®

"There iz a censtant cenflict betweem the scheel and the parent
of influence, of cevrse. The teachsr, whether sr net, he er she
is a Cemmunlst has t# tesch whet he is teld te, so 23 te keep his
job. “he taochers whe sabetaged mest the Communist indectrinatien
were these vhe taught in the lew-grade scheols."

Us Regarding semmmmlymiiy marriaze, sex patterns, etce. respendent
had the fellewing te say: : !

“Dus te the ce-education in a very wide field, I believe the yeung
peeple were much freer and lese inhibited in their relatienship te
te esach ether, Alse they were wmahpbxmsxewincky teught ne religien
which would bave given them meral stardards te live by. I believe
that the lmcrezsed diverce rate is net entirely te sducation but
mestly due e the impescible and very difficult life everybedy had
te leads Feeple are werking much tee leng heurs, are very badly
paide They have we time feor recreatien mer the money, S¢ everybedy
is jumoy amd nervy by the time they ceme heme and have te live

in cresded quarters."

Respendent said that she didn't knew much abeut the sex hehavieur and
changes in the last ten years as she mestly spent her time iIn the
hgspital where she studied, er wherg, 8 gﬁga a student nurse. She

e : 3 . b 4§ 4. aa s
siad, hewaver, that she knew thalxukes A was prhhibited but
later sm allewod undar coriain cenditions. Absut prestitution she
couldn't give any inferaation. '

hs te the efficiel goveramnst attitude en sexual matters, she
remembers that in 49 they were presching free leve, ef ceurse, and
even she herself saw at The hespital pesters with the fellewing text:
"It is & duty fer a wife Y@ bsar children. It is a glery fer a girl."®
Later on, hewever, she said, the official attitude was that & high
merale standard sheuld be kept up in the family life, and they s tarted
t® preach ebeut marals and i othics in the family Life.

De Hespendent believed that umder ne cemditien would she be able,

¢r ceuld she cuntinue her friendship if she knew that her friends hac
tecome Cemmumists, and it would be her whe would break eff ‘immediatelv,and
therefera she alse believsd that you camet centinue a frienmdshin

keeping pelitics ent ef it.
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E. WHether er net majer crimes have increased umder the Cemmunist regime,
respendent saicd that she ceuld net give any infermatiom since the ,'
daily press bried te keep eut such things as much as poasible. But she
was cenvinced that the mejer crimes had certainly increased due e the
fact that everybedy lived under very bad, material cenditiens. Alse,
there was a prevailing attitude that it is net wreng to skxiar cheat

the state« especially net the Cemmunist state. She did net knew whether
or net the crime rate im wemen had increased er net, but she was quite
sure that it went up among the yeunger pesvle, amd it must have

givea quite a headachs te the autherities. They had set up a new
institution fer kmxxymmmg juvenile delinguents, and this institutiem

in the eutskirts of Budapest was always crewded. fespendent theught

that the policing was net very effective in dealing with that erime
wave. fegarding alchehelism, she felt that this increased greatly

in Fungary.

As te juvenile delinquency, and "heeliganism", respendemt said the
fellewing:

"I wish te make a distinctien between juvenile delinguents and
“helligans"s A "heeligan' is net necessarily delinquent. A "hebligan
te my mind is waybe a leafer, he is a yeung werker whe earns semetimes
some money with honest werk,but is net steady in his empleyment, and
he leves te dress in a flashy, silly marmer. Usually, he alse drinks
quite heavily. A juvenile delinqusnt, en the ether hand, is a ysung
persen whe cemmits crimes.

I am cernvinced that since the state is quite cemcermed abeut the

leafers because they are lesing seme valuable man-pewer, they are trying
te do semething against it. The cause eof this abeve mentiened type

of behaviour is prebably twe-feld = either it is due te the cheracter

of the individual er bscause he feels that even if he werks as hard

as he can, he dsesn't earn encugh. "Hedligenism" andlesfing, I believe,
is net restricted te ene seciel class only. I think that alas that

the leafers are rather mere eolder peeple.

"Leafing and "heeoliganism" I de net cemsider t® bYe 2 crimes I rather
cenglder it te be a crime against the persea himselfes Farents vhe
live an exemplary life uwsually can influence their children teward
the right direction but, ef ceurse, exceptions will always be."
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RELIGION

Ae "I de believe that Communism has hed much of an affect upen the
religious 1ife in Humgary. ¥er instance, a persen whe stuck te his
religlen bacape mere religieus during the Cemunist regime, and the
persen whe was not religieus at all became religieug.

"It was the iHdeman Cathelic religion that was hit mest under the
Cemmunist regime, and because the Catholic church did interfere

inte pelitics tes much, te my mind. The Pretestant religien was hit

to & smull degree -~ first ef all, because of all the priests cempremised
and alse they trisd te cut off themselves and the church frem pelitics..
Regarding the Jewish religien, I can't tell anything abeut it because

I never knew any religious Jew,"

B. In reference te religien, respondent said that she considers

her religlen a very impertant facter in her life. She believes that
she is were religieus than the average persen in Hungary, and she
alse said that she zttends church regularly.

Ce Regarding the function of the church in seciety, respondent szids
"Religion must be & very impertant part in seciety. It must develep and
enferce a high, morel, ethicial standard ef lifes On the ether hand,

I Pirmly believe thet every religien should be cempletely independent
frem tha state, and should by ne means interfere with pelitics, ner
take part in any velitics.

"Churches, regardless which church, sheuld educate children in their
religions life; hewever, withent the accentuated bigetry ef ibmx
gome of the religious scheels. I am thinking of schesls where

they are run by menks, @ nund.

T think that the church gheuld have 2 ward te say abeut the censersnip
of mevies, bui net in the cenasorship of boeks, and as I previeusly said,
the echurch sheuld mever interfere in, or play en active pelitical rele
im an independent Hungarye"

D. Respendent ceuvld net say te what extent the Jowish religien had

been hurt by Cemrunism, nevertheless she was eof the epinion, te a much
emal ler exten’ thanm the ether religiors. When asked why she theught

this te be the cass, she gave twe reasens. (L) Because the Jaws were

mere cautieus in exorcising thedr religien publicly; they were much
smarter, and (2) because & greabe......sf the Gonmunist bigwigs were Jows,
and se it is very probadly they weuld®'t presscute their own race.
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“Regarding the Jewish attitude teward Cemmunism, I think that

4n the beginmning, the Jews were very grateful te the Comnunists

that they had been liberated frem the Hitler terrer, but later em,

T alse believe that they saw that the se-called Liberatiem isn'%
exactly that; alse, I believe, that especially the rich Jews ceuldn't
accept the Cemmunist dectrine. They felt te a certaln extent secure
but enl the whels I deff’t think they woulcd have been tee happy.

As te why se many dJews Jeined the Cemmunist Party, I think what I
gaid befere explains it te a certain extent. VWhether or net, the
Jews teek part in the revelubien er demenstratiens er fightings, I
really camet tell because at that time, as I said befere, I was

in the hospital and I hadn't met anybody ner had I taken part in
the fightinge I de met think, hewever, thait the Jews weuld be afraid
of an independent Hungary except im the case if the Germaa influence
weuld be tee streng amhcke i in an independent and new
Eastera Eurepe."

o, W L R
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THE HUNGARTAN YOUTH

“A, Respendent's epinien ef the Hungarian yeuth was bstween the
ages of 14 and 25.

B, Reapendent wes of the epinien that the Hungarian yeuth played

a desivive rele in the revelutions Alse, befere the revelutisn

has heard a ferment amengst the yeung peeple - especially the
University students. These young veeple were educated kg under the
Comnunist regime te ge eut int® the world with epen eyes; en

the ether hand, this werked in reverse tee, tecause they saw the
difference ef what the Cemmunist talked=-preached- and hew they
enferced it~ They saw the lies. Hespondent alsa repeated that

the ysung generatien teek part in the demenstratiens and the

fighting te a very large pvercentage.

The reasens why yeung paeple teok part in the revelutien, er

rather whe teek the lead, were accerding te respendent that the
yeung peeple had mere ceurage than the old; they are less cautieus,
and they have much msoex less te lese. They have ne Zamily, er ether
ties, as a rule. Alse they were dissatisfied en the whele with the
way they ceuld get en under the Cemmunist regime. During the

r evelution, the elder pseple inspired and respected the yeung pseple
very muche The whele situatien was reversed. It was the eld whe
leeked up te the yeumg eres. The yeung peeple, on the ether hand,
thought that the elder peseple were much slewer in making decisiens

or taking part in the revelutien. When they did it, they were a
hundred percent behind them and were net left behind. i

CoAbout the scheels and the educational system in Hungary during |
the last ten years, respendeat said the fellewing: |
"The educational pregram in the high scheols under the Cemmunist
regime was extremely heavy. We had te werk very much and the standard
was very highte. We 2lse had, usually, afternecn classes er ether
recreatienal classes se as te ween, se te say, the children frem

their parents te a greater extent. On paper we had only ene heur

per wesk indectrinmation, but in effect, since pelitics were thrown
inte every subject, especially histery, geegraphy and even mathamatics,
bisilegy, etc, the whee material we were faught was ratheree.e....and
always en a Russian rattern. The quality ef teaching did net change
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because the eld teachers had te b2 retained; t he yeumger genmeratien
did net cheese teacning as a prefessiem veluntarily. Alse, it was
teo much @f a graat prebelem te ceerdinate the twe ideslegies - the
ene the yeung peeple believed firmly and the Commupist murgiestxetvizis
snimwiyodielcaiagix  dectrine that nsbedy believed in. The vecaticnal
cheice was restricted enly in the last few years eof high scheel

yeu had te fill eut questiemnaires regeding yeur prefessienal c heice
but it never happenad that the eee......owere never chesen for the
special ceurses at Lhe Univers ty where they wanted te bessesse?

I knew, for irnstanca, of a friend ef mine whe wanted teattend

the !\gmcultural University and was sent te attend a +....drama anpd
theatre. The enly tiing that ceunted was yeur cadre file. Afier yeu
recieved your degrez in ene of the Universities and the geed jebs were
always held eut for these whe had a geed cadre. file, and never by
peeple whe werc se~called class-aliens. 1 myself, alse, wanted te®
enrele fox the University ef %edical Scienmces and this despite that
I always had geed marks in woix schmls, ﬂ when it came te my
applicatien I was teld that the mnmimsmximpixiwewx queote was filled.
This was the reasem why I chese later en t.e attend a nursing scheel
secause I was teld this way sk could in due time achieve and I would

be accepted 1n the zmiwsdow? University ef “edic,l Sciences. I alse
weuld like te mentien that, fer instance, at scheel always these girls
whe had the beat marks were se-called class aliens.”

Regarding the teachers and prefessers, at the time she attendad high
scheol in "B, they had enly eme Cemmunist among all the teachers
and respendent didn't eeess.s....about these things new. These teachers
or prefessers whe had the pelitical classes were net en the staff eof
the scheel.

As mentiencd Lefere, resvendent repeated that the teachers were
extrenely campetent and were qualified fer their jobs.

Le Respendent wes &f the epinien that the Cemmunists spent much tinme
end effert te the indectrinatien of the younger generatien. They
etarted at the nursery scheels; later en, in the day-scheels, and
even en gperts sremis and se—called cultural ciubs. After emne went
thréugh scheol and Lesk: up some jabs, after aﬁ‘ic.e heurde, there we:e
the pelitical seminaries s atlend.
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The indectrination ef yeuth failed in Hungary said respendnet:“"Because
the children were taught ts think fer themselves. They have sesn the
difference between the dectrine and hew it werked eut in reality, and
hew it was enfeiced by the Cemmunist regime. Alse, they were given a
great number of Russian partisen here beeks, apd se in the whele
it worked againet themselves. The children just empleyed during the
ravelution what they had learned frem these besks.

when
"In the very beginning suximg the Cemaunist regime teek ever in Hungary
and at the time when the Secial Demecratic Party was
and s¢ as¢ leng as there was seme semblance eof implementation eof
the geed side ef Cemmunist ideelegy, I am pretty sure that quite a number
of young peeple weuld have willingly have accepted Cemmunism, but
net later en.”
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MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN kViRY DAY LIFE

Ao "Our maln dissatisfactiens in Cemmunist Hungary wilere the

very difficult living cenditiens and the bad ecenemic situatien.
What amneyed ue meat was the ridiculeus lies by which the Cemmunists
tried te cenvince us that everything is geing wenderfully - we never
had it se geed, and Ly sur ewa experience we lknew it that we never
had 1t se bad,
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THE ECONOMIC LIFE

As"During the last years im Hungary my family get en extremely badly, Ther e
was alwaye enough fesd if yeu had eneugh meney, but, »f ceurse we never

had ensugh of thate The same helds fer clothing. The heusing shertags,

en the ether hand, was extremely scute and this was even admitied by the
Cemmunist regime. We censidered it the greatest luxury te ge ta an epera
perfermance, or te a theatre, er te have, fer imstance, a second ceal
begides the ene that we were wearing censtantly. Everybedy, imcluding

my ewn family, had the greatest difficulty in finding adequate heusing.

Regarding the living etandard ef 1945 and the last years = these simply
cannet be cempared. Our living standard has drepped se much. Ia
perticular we missed the decent apartment and alse that we have been

ge cempletely dlesed and sealed off frem the Western werld. Our stondard
of living was the highest in 1948 and 1949; at the end of %9, my
father was arrested and put inte an intermment camp where he stayed
until 1956, and freed by the revelutiemaries inm 1956 in the fall.

All the ysars frem 1949 en, eur standard ef living was steadily geing
dewnioc

"Paeple whe ceuld Llive better than amy ether anmd whe had a higher
standard ef living were mestly the decters, fer instance - even if
they weren't Communists because they had a wvery large private clientele.
Due te the fact that the regular sickness insurance plem waa very
inefficient and the decters whe participated in thet nlam were alse
badly paid and dida't lesk se well after their patients, everybedy whe
could afferd it went te his ewn private physiciane Others whe get on
quite well finamcially under the Cemmunist regime, were #he se-~called
MASZEKs . These were the small, independent craftsmen - sach as taillers
etc, whe werked in time en their ewn with their families and didn't
have any empleyees.

“Facts that a cceunt fer the Hunmgariam standard ef living geing dewn in
the last eight years _areévgf,rst of all, the cemplete failure ef the
Russian ecenemic planjthe industrial erganizatien ef Hungary and mainly
the sver-expansien of heavy industry and thirdly - last but net least-
the expleitatien by the Sevist Uaien ¢f the rich pregram svarything
went eut frem Fungary te Russia.®

Bo Regarding her inceme im Hungary during the las® years, respendent
said the fellewings
I thivk that I weuld rgther inform yeu abeui wy iacems when I was
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working with the Bungarian Investment bank because as a student nurse
in 1956, I earned much tee little. First ef all, my salary at the benk
was 900 ferinths per menth - after reductiens I received en hand

830, I had te pay 2% fer trade unien fees — they se-called velunsary
peace lean, I paid 50 ferinth per menth - eld age pensien reductiens
were 2%, and then I had te pay 3% ef special tax because I had ne
childrer. During the last three years, I werked fer this cempany I

had twice recsived 200 ferinths - a se-cilled premium. My salary

was extremely lew because they said I den't have & special classificatien
te be a beokkesper; nevertheless, I did the beskkessping jeb. later em,
I attended classes and I get my qualificatien as a beekkeeper and I
was entitled te a monthly mix salary ef X8x 1100 ferinths, but at the
very ymEtime that I finished with my special studies, they sheuld of
giveA me the raise ~ I was dismissed."

"As a studemt nurse in 1956, I werked at the pelie ward ef the

St. Laszle hespital. Here I received 120 ferinths salary; I had alse
feed and beard thers. Ne deductiens were made en this 120 ferintha.

I did net have any ether inceme besides this. Im eur family enly my

father worked. iy mether did net. I received ne increase in pay."

Co Regarding the retail prices in Hungary befere the revelutien,
respondent disclesed that she prices ef the state steres was always
much lewer but the quality alse was lewer. The smaller Masszek sheps
carried better quality - feedstuffs, fer instance. Alse the quality
was much better en the epern farm markebs; the prices, hewever, werse
higher here. Fwxk The cemmissien steres carried enly used geeda. The
prices were pretty high but se was the guality. Seme eof these cemmissien
steres specialized in certain cemmedities such as silver, glassware,
furs, etc. The prices slssenderwent a great change. The changss were
seasonal er net. The price reductiens, er price increases, were always
linked with seme political events, but it always wasthe custemer whe
hed te pay threugh his nese. The quality ef the cemsumer geeds was

the lewest in 1952 as far as I can remember. They became & little bit
better in the last year er se, and I believe that this was mainly due
te the pelitical thaw in Hungary in the last ysar and alsetecause
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all fereigners were allewed te visit Hungary se this prebably
served prepeganda purpeses. ‘he gevernment alse all ged that since
the reparatien payments te Russia have been decreasing all the

time, the ceuntry ceuld afferd te raise the quality ef cemmedities.”

"As te retail distributien in Hungary, this was pretty bad, and they
were censtantly hitches. This was hewever net always dus te the
misadministration ¢f the large state steres, but very eften due te
the retail traders whe were badly ergmized. Alse, peeple whe were
net qualified ¢® certain jebs were asaigned as retail traders - fer
instance, a goldsmith was teld te run a2 grecery stere. This hapoened
in the ceurse of the nationalization of the private steres.

"It was extremely difficult te get standard spare parts fer anything.
I alse believe that there was quite & great deal ef speilage ef feod.
For imstance, §a tre canned geods. These canned geeds ware very
expensive se pesple mkm didn't buy them, and they get speiled in tha
course of time. Commedoties that were in especislly shert supply were
mest —~ sometines feedstuffs and mestly clething., Fer instance, we

had te buy eur summer clethes in the winter, and vica versa. This enly
shewed the failure ef the se~celled plamned econemy. There was alse

a great shertage ef heuseheld fuel., In 1956, hmwever, the situatien
and distributien ef cemmedities was somevwhat bet'er.

“The black mrketgring fleurished mainly after the war, and mestly

in feod stuffs , I de net believe that: there is a black market newdaye
except for certain cem edidies that came in Western feed parcels, such
as frem America. Fer instance, ceffee, tea, checolate. These were always
seught en the black market. The black market was net erganized since
everybedy indulged in it., The prices were pretty high but qualities were
g.'dr:

"I de net knew of any legal eutlet refusing te sell geods unless the

customer paid a higher price, but eof ceurse there was quite a lat of |

"under ceunter® selling geirg en. The salesman, er saleswomn, cven !

in the state steres were mere willing te ssll geeds te peepla they |

kmew, eor whe were steady custemers ef thal certain stere. Black- |

marketeering was prehibited and pundehable, bul it always depended |
I
I
I
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on what yeu sought en the black market. They were extremely strict
regarding the geld and if you seld semething - fer instance, yeur
wedding ring, because yeu wanted seme money e buy feed and net
because yeou just wanted black marketeering - if yeu were caught
the pemaliteis were extremely strict - usually, it meant te prisen.
The same steod if yen carried em black market activities in faod
stuffs en a large scale. Fer instance, im 1954 if they searched the
houses of the Kulacs and feund mere thanm a hundred peunds ef flour
w ich was very samll supply indeed, then these peenle were arrested
and sentenced fer hearding. "

D, On werking conditions, respendent disclesed the fellewing:

"Ag previeusly mentiered, I was a student nurse at the pelie ward of
the St. Laszle Hespital fer contagious deseases in Budapest. I lived
in the hepsital and I received beard and a small salary. iy werking
hours wers frem six in the morning -~ e ight straight hours without
any lunch bresk. At twe e'cleck I left my werk, and I was allewed te
take my lunch. Bvery ether week, we awitched eover te the afterneen
duties. 56 I werked frem two in ths afterneer until tem e'cleck at
night. In principle, we had wet te werk during the night, but it wery
eften happned that we had te replace semesne: For instance, we had

te work the hand pumps ef the iren lungs. This, ef course, meant that
we had te werk through the night. Due te celd shortage, it very cftem
happened thet the electric current was shut eff during the night,

se this was tha reason why we hgd te werk those iren lungs by hand.

"I held this particular jeb because I chose it myself. I have mentioned
already that I was net allewed te study medicine se I chese a jeb which
was the pext best te it with the hepe that in time I ceuld be enrelled
te the University after all. UMy ce-workers were extremely nice. I liked

them very much, and I was liked by them. Our superiers alse were extremely
able decters who were cualified and whe were decent te the nurses. Nebedy

was afriad of them, and they were never ferced doing things they didn’t
want."

"Net enly wore my superiers well-quslifed decters, but they were zlse

geed men- goed people. The mere s» because they must have beendedicated

persens. We had ne gerum in the hespital and it alse meant & great risk
t® themselveste werk there. In 1955, I remember,America has offered us
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the anti-pelie serum, but the Hungarian Cemmunist gevernment refused
te accept it, saying: "That this serum is ne geed. It will enly
spread centamination, and the Americans are eut t® peison ~in effect~-
the pecple's democracy with pelie."This allegation was, ef course,
ridiculeus,.”

"The rse% at least the majority ef them, alse very well qualified

ﬁ%u sing prefessien and the nuns were released frem their
cenvents hespitals and had te returm te werk and they continued
te be nurses. These were the elder nurses. Later en, we got yeung
encs like mysel f, and these again were mftkam eof the intellectual
class whe were net allewed te ge te Universities, se they were the
se-called girls with a bad cadre, and usually ef a very goed family
background. ALL of us were intelligent and industrious, decent,
hard-werking girls.

I was satisfied with my ewrk and I liked it bzscause this was the
nearest te the medical prefession I ceuld get at as I was not allewed
te study medicine under the Cemmunist regime. My superiers did always
praise my werk if it was well-deme, but this was, of ceurse, enly
encouragement. I never get any material swward.

"The Hungarian vacatiem pregram under the Cemmunist regime was quite
goed. Yeu ceuld ge and have yeur vacatien at an extremely lew cest

on imexx beautiful health reserts. The sick insurance en the ether hand
was geod en paper enly. The persemnel -~ decters, nurses, etc. werse
extremely badly pai¢ se they never betherad te put en a geed perfermance
in their work. Alse the hespitals and effices ef these peeple were
evercreowded. They did net have time te attend properly te a patient,
Therefere everyone w o ceuld afferd it went te his ewn private decter.

"Pensions were extremely lew. They were abeut 340 ferinth per menth,
but very eften peeple were deprived even of that. These peeple whe
served alse under the e¢ld regime were never credited with these years.

E. "While I was in Hungary, I would have preferred te lLive in a small
previncial tewn but net tee far frem Budapest. The reasen fer this is
because you lead a more quiet life in a small tewn than in the city.
On the ether hand, I de need te have the pessibility te satisfy my
cultural needs and this I ceuld enly get in a big city. In Cemmunist
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Hungary, the agricultural workers had a better diet. The living standard
alse was higher in the ceuntry fer the single reasen that the living
standard newadays msans enly food and clething. Pelitically, en the
ether hand, ene had a fair time in the city becausse in a small ceuntry
community everybedy was known and in the big city, you could disappear.

"When the cellective farm system was intreduced in Hungary, I expected
a resistance - of ceurse a passive resistance only - fer several
reasens: (10 it was dene by force,by the fact that the regime liked

it to seem te be done veluntarily; (2) it was implemented quite wrengly.
The regime should have known that you cannet t ake away the land frem
Hungarian peasants. I believe it was the se-called Kulace whe sbjected
nest te cellectivizati fﬁgry, I have heard that last year sems
of the cellectives were use the regime had te admit that
preduction after all ihe suffering under the system,

" As an agricultural werker in Communist Hungecy, I weuld prefer te
wrk en a private farm. Here anybedy can grew things - what they want
and hew they want - net like en a state farm where they had to grow

fer instance, cetten in a cold climate. Particularly I weuld like te
see the small~farm system in an independent Hungary. I am meaning five
te aix acres per persen, like in Finland -except ef course the great
Hungarian plsin where at least 15 -~ 20 acres would be needed fer
successful. whaat growing systems.Of the immevations intreduced in the
agricultural system in Hungary since 1948, I weuld keep the mechanizatioen
of the agriculture; hewever, I would simply net use the Russian cembine.
This is a very badly wade and unprac!ical machine."
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THE POLITICAL LIFE

A. "I was much tee yeung befere 1948 se as te be imt rested in
pelitics; therefere, I cannet give any infermation en this time, ner
on the Communist Party befere 1948.

B." T weuld like te make a distinction betwsem the Communist Farty
members and classify them as fellews: te nmy mind there are three
different kinds ef Communist Party members. (A) There are the old
Communists whe are mere er less idealists and what I weuld call
drawing-recm Cemmunists. (B) There are the fermer arro ..cross
members whe weuld like te hide their pasts by jeing the Communist
Farty, and (C) are these peeple who fer their ewn personal and
material reasens would de anything.

"] knew enly twe Communist Party members - ene was the Party
Secretary of the hespital whers I werked, and the ether was the
Headmistress of the nurses' scheel there. Regarding the attitudes
of the Communist members to the Party, I de net believe that in the
rank and file/ Cemmunists, anybedy would be redly dedicated.

"As te the Party pelicy changes during the last eight years, I

do net think that the whele Hungarian Communist Party changed its
pelicy ef its own free will. All changes came frem the erders ef
Moscew. After the death eof Stalin, it was really ridiculeus to see
hew the Hungarian Communist Farty tried te explain away what they
had been preaching until new. 1 ceuldn't tell of any difference
within the Partyas I had se very little centact with the Party
Members and ne comtact whatseever with the Party; therefers, I can
net give any infermatien en the Party morale.

"The everall aims of the Hungarian Communists and the Communist Party
in Aungary is the same as that ef the Russian Communist Party -~ and
that is world Communism - a combination of Bast and West alike.
Regarding the personal attitude of the Hungarain Commmist, I believe
that they are dedicated fanatics and blindly belisve in the Communist
ideelegy. Even if new, in the course ef time, they would have realized
that the whele system deesn't work as it is in the beoks, there is ne
going back now fer them anymere. They have te go aleng and felleow the
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Farty line for their own pasrsoral sscurity. I certainly beli:ve

that they must be very intelligent peeple, and great fanatics

but alse they are thereughly evil, diabelic pseple. 1f anybedy
wanted or tried te deviate frem the Moscew line that was the end
and I'm thinking now of it Bajk. I think that I have already
mentioned that rank and file members of the Communist Party prebably
have joined the party fer quite some ether reasons tnan the tep
Communists.

"When and if Mungarian would be independent, I would send all
the tep Hungariam Communists inte Hussia.

Co "I have heard ef oppesition te the Communist gevernment before

the revolution. I am referring now te the sabetage actions which
eccurred mainly in the mining industry. This was even admitted by

the Communist press and therefore I believe that it was quite effective.
These sabetages, hewever, were not eorganized and they occurred now

and then = sporadically in different places.

Regarding the activities ef the intellectuals, respondent said:

"The intellectual ferment was bound te ceme since the literature was
alse slanted and directed by Meacew. Ne writer nor auther can werk under
such conditions for a leng tine. I heard ef the Petefi Circle shortly
befere the reveliition in 1956. Several of my friends teek part in their
meetings and they told me about it. I de net think that the intellectuals
had any$hing new te say and I believe that they just expressed what
everybedy else was thinking. It was quite interesting te see that some
of the authers-fer instance like Julius Illyes, whe in the beginning
was sorving the regime - lateren jeined the Petefi Circle. Another
prominent young Hungarian author whe played a great role in the Petofi
Kor was Peter Kucka.

"The Petefi Ker and the authars who teek part in it were te my mind
the spearhead of the revelution. The reasen why the intelle ctuals s teed
up against the regime were, first of all, there was a geod epportunity
since after Stalin’s death, the Russian grip somehew slackened. Alse,

as Imaid tefare, an author must have freedem of thought and expression alse,

even if for a while they had te make moery so as te live. Se the
Hungarian writers wrete something different for the public and something
different for their cco-... But t is situation could not ge on for an
infinite time. The Antellectuals are dreamers. They are very reliable and
during the ravol\%tn they showed their real wiuves.

DRAsWL 25
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THE APPARATUS OF POWER

A."Since the majerity of the AVH police force were physically and
mentally handicapped peeple, I think this explains their behaviour.
They had an inferierity complex and therefere they did everything fer
merey and for pewer. This explains ka the crublties and evil deed.

"My father was taken by t he AVH and later en in prisen,interned. I mever
met him since apd I only knew that he '@as been freed by the revelution
in the fall of 1956c coccsscoccs a friend of mine whe was a2 member ef
the AVH wanted te leave but was not allowed te de so. I would like te
mention thet there were two different kinds ef AVH fermations. One was
what we call "green" AVH; the other were the"blue"

It is certainly net am exaggeratiem that life in Cemmunist Hungary
wes one of constant fear and amxiety. Yeu never knew when and why you
were taken away. Fer instance, if you were Maszek - a small craftsman
whe worked on h&s own - and your business was fleurishing after a

year of twe, theyirumped up seme charges against yeu and teok you away
te intern and wok away the businsas.

"ihen and if Hungery is independent, I would like te send the members
of the AVH te Russias as I weuld de with all the Communists,

Concerning the regular police, 1de net think that they liked the AVH

very much since they vere subordinated te tthem. This police ferce was
certainly affected by the Communist regime, and alse this was the reason
why the mgime had to=t up the AVH because they couldn't trust the

ragular pelice enymere. This opinion was justified during the revelutlon
because the peolice turned against them. Of course, the regular police, teo,
had 2 set department of political pelice bub this department was run
entirely by the AVH, The spirit ef tis police force certainly deterierated
vory much urnder the Communist regime - the more so, since any of the old
pelice were remaining in the mew pelice force. I de net think that they
soesvesodB alse I heard they did accept bribes.

"During the demonstrations, I saw, myself, several policemem still

wearing their uniforms but without the red star en thelr caps, Joining

the demonstraters. ~lse, in the hespital I attended to & wounded peliceman.
Tt was gemerally believed that in Budapest about mainly 1008 ef the

police ferce jeined the freedem fighters.
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B; When asked on the wsmmkx activitiss ef the Humgarian courts,
respendent said that except fer diverces er company law suits

the courts were net quite fair in dealing with regular criminal -
erdinary criminal cases, etc. because every time they tried te
emphasize that the defendent bukmwgmmixkuxikex was a class-alien,
er was cemnected with a class-alien. As te hew the courts were

in 1945 and 1947~the peeple's courts -~ Iwas much toe young at that
time and therefere camnet give any infermation on this subject.

D, "I de met believe that the Hungarian feelings about the Russian
ammy are due to the events of 1848, The antipsthy stands frem the
fact that many Hungarians have beem in Russia either as prisoners ef
wa 8 or en the Hussian front in Werld War II, and werse convinced and
told mx by everybody that if the Russians come te Eurepe they will
use the same metheds in achlevirg world cemnmunism as they did in
1917-1919 - during the Russian revelution im Russia. The eventa ef
1944 and '45 have cempletely justified this epimien. It was the
eccupation of the Russian Army in 1945 and 1944 which made them se
unpepular in Hungary. The behaviour eof the Russian eccuration army
gt that time is new well-known te everybedy. They were cruel. They
were raping. They leoted and in general displayed a behaviour which
was net justified even though they were the occupation troops,im and
Hangary was the ceuntry that lest the war. Befers this the Russians
came inte Hungary we were prepared that they will behave as they did.

"Since we were in Germany between 19 44~ and 19 55, I had ne experiences
not actual) experiences with the Russian army in 1945. By the time, we
came back to Hungary, the Russian occupational army tried te behave

a little bit better and I had the impressien that after having stayed
a leng time in Hungary, the Russians get quickly used to the higher
stendard of living than that of their own country. At first, they were
sent inte turepe te free and to liberate tackward country, and arriving
here they cruld have seen for themselves that life is se much betier
here than back in Bussia. The Hussian occupation grosps were en the
whole extremely privative, but later on, at least in appearances they
tried to cenform with the custems and life in Hungary.

"I cannet say anything about the Hussian troeps stationed in Hungary before
the revolution because at that time, I wes werking in the St. Laszle
Hospital fer Cemtagious Leseases and we were not allewed to go out o f town.
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As I mentioned previeusly we had twe Russian wounded soldiers in

our hsopital but they were taken away very quickly, and besides

they were terribly scared. They never tallked of anything. After

N vo the 4th, we had Russian soldier whe mended a tank and whe steed
ifi front of our hospital defending it. I wender what has beceme of him.
On ths whole, we had the impressien that the Russian officers could neb
discipline their mem. All Icen say abeut the treops which ad been
called in after Nov. the 4th inte Hungary, is that they were just the
same. /Y) 0 NC.ORIAN. .herdes whe came first te the country. dany of
them were Mongelisns and they were extremsly cruel. On the other hand,
it wos interesting te see hew cewardly and scared they behaved. They
were lecking fer arms, fa instance, at the hospital, but never dared
te go down te the cellars.

I
"Our Soviet soldier who guarded our hespital with his tank was an |
example that Soviet moldier: did help sometires and disobeyed their ‘
superiors. I alse heard that several Russian soldiers crossed ever te

Austria. We alde heard frem visiters whe came e see wur patients in |
the hespital that they were quite a few Hussian soldiers whe fought

with the freedom fighters and gx against the AVH. Twe nurses who

Llived near the Western Railreoad Station have seen fer themselves the

fight that was geing on between an AVH and some freedom fighters whe

were joined by Russians in the fight. I de net know persomslly of, and

have net heard of individual brutality by Seviet soldiers except fer

the fact that if it came a hand-teo-hand battle, the Soviet soldiers always
shot their «....the Russian soldiers always aimed at the brews asthese

shots were the most cruel way te kill a persen with a slow death. Alse

at a nearby Square where people %ﬁ&'&p for brsead, Russian drove straight

inte them. We had six casualties frem this attack in the heg ital.

E, Respondent could give the fellewing infermetion regarding beaurecracy
in her own field of werk. "As a studeni nmurse I was dwdwxfaioucietimoching
subordinated te the decter who was the xmitkefx section chief. e, im
turn, came under the autherity ef the Chief Medical Officer. The

Party Secretary, on the ether hand, was reigning ever everybedy.

At the nurses’® scheol, em the other hand, I came umder the section
Sister, er nurse rather. Then we had the decter who was the head ef

the section; then we had the Ghief iedical ®fficer of the nurse's
gscheool, and of course the Pariy Secretary. First, I think I ought te
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telll hew the nurses’ scheol was run. The head nurse ef the section

wag extremely well-qualified persen.ds far as we knew she was fepmerly

a nun. She was middle-aged; her Leputy was a young nurse, but alse extremely
well-qualified. Beth were violently anti-Uommunist. They were very decent
to all of us; they were very helpful - taught us well and alse alvays
placed us emenly if we did our work well. The decter who was inm charge
of the ward we seldom saw. He usually came only for the daily visits.

We had twe other young docters - eme wasa woman, and both were extremely
well-qualified peenle. They were knowa anti-Cemmunists, and I heard later
on that the docter served veluntarily for first-aid service during the
revelution, The Chief Medical Officer ef the hospital was alse an anti-
Communist. He was a middle-aged man add extremely webl-gualified and whe
also wrote several medical works which were well-kmown even abread. The
regime wanted te replace him several tires, but since he was such an
expert in his field, they couldn't de se. In addition to the hospital,
we hed the murses' scheel, The nurses' scheol had a head mistress. She
was a fermer nurse -~ a middle-aged person who was a dedicated Communist.
She was gwfully sweet and all levey-devey with you but bshind yeur back
she always talked and teld to the ParpySecretary whatever bad things

she could tell about anybedy. Then we had one teacher; she was the
se-called supervisor. She lived in with us; she was a former nurse.

We had twe other teachers, alse fermer nurses, and then we had the
different decters whe gave the lectures. One of them was the Chief
Medical Officer, and then we had a Jewish decter who taught anatemy

and he was a Communi t. During the r evelution, he always teld the young
peeple that the revelution has net an earthly chance te win, and tried
te tell them net te take part. Other decters whe came to give lectures,
came from the different medical Universities, and were extremely well~-
qualified peeple. Of our techers- I mean thewomen teachers who were
formsr murses, the one who lived with us was extremely nice - but

rather a weak woman. The twe others were intelligent but served the
regine, but net because ef their convictions, but only because they
wanted te keep their jobs. The aslways were extremely decent with us.

We had a Celensl who always came in civilian clethes from the nearby
Kessuth Military Academy. He was teaching pelitical science. He was
about 25 years old, and a graduate of the.coec... Political Academy of
Budapesat., Of ceurse, he was a Communist.

The achool-mistress in the nurses' scheols was the one who was always eut t
e find fault with the so-called class aliens, and therefere with me, alse.
In the course of the differemt examinaticns, whenever she saw that I

wgs getting on very well, wef always had oral exams, she alvays

interrupted with some impossible question se as te grade me down in my



2%-F
HLR X11/34 (58)

grades. We were about ten te fiftem of us whem she thereughly
disliked. The afersmentioned referred te the St. Laszlo Hospital

fer Contageous Degeases. At the outbreak of the revelutiom when

1 went over te the St. Istvan Hespital and where we attended te the
casualties ef the revelution, there was the chielf medical officer
whopl again we saw very seldem, and we had very little to de with him
except if there was something particular we had te ask. He was an
elderly man - an extremely well-qualified surgeen. He was not a
Communist, and he left fer the West and escaped from Hungery. Duriag
the revolution, he burned all the cadre filea amd he just ignored all
instructions of the Party Secretary. His name was Dr.Kevacs. The
decter in charge ef the ward never talksd abeut politics; he was

an excellent surgeen alse, and everybedy knew that he was net a
Comminist. His name was Dr. Gordem, Of course, we had the Party
Secretary even here, but during the revolution this man went inte
hiding and went inte his own apartment and never even came eut. His
gen went te fight with the freedom fighters. He was the one whe

tors down the Red Hussian's star from the tep of the hespital building.

Coing back to he nurses' echeol at the St. laszle hespital, we vere
kept under & very strict discipline and every tardiness was punished
by depriving us of eur free days. In the St. Istvam hespital, en the
ether hand, of course, we worled round the cleck and nobedy minded
hew much werk we had to de. This was something different.

Fo "0f course there were certain ways and meamns how to ge' around

some of the regulations. This was mostly done through private
cemnections and mutual service. However, I alse lnmew ef cases where
you could get around these regulations by bribing. One such place

was the & fice for housémg, and this was generally practiced. The other
example I can give happened to me when I tried to register ef the
University of Medical Sciences, and submitted my application, I was
teld whether I have athousand forinths. Se I asked -~ I certainly have
net~ then I was teld if you don't, I'm sorry, yeu cammel be admitted te
the University.

*All graft and bribery, ef course, was done extremely cautiously and
was net te ceught red-hamded. I didn't hear of any cases, if and when
peeple were caught and what happrened e them.

O."As t» the competency and efficiency of various peeple and groups
in pewer in Communist Hungary, I'm afraid I camnot tell very much.

I dern't kner anythinmg about the leadersef the AVH., Regardimg Army
leadership, I only knew ore Army man. He was the commander of the
Dembovar district. I knew that he weas an officer of the old regime.
On the whole, I knew that the leadership in the Army was pretty bad
immediately after the war, becaus they admittec evem enlisted men te
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the officer's cerpe; hewever, in the lasi twe years & mew decree

came out saying that officers mxmamiyxkszmms have Lo be high s choel
fraduates and had te attend the Officers Academy. Of course, I do not

know anything about the Kussian Army leadership. The public administratien
efficers, on the other hand, with the exception of the manager and the
Party Secretary were usually well-qualified pecple
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ASSESSIENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A."I cannet make very goed guesses about what's going to happen

in the next few yearsin Humgary, but I believe that if the foreiga
politicdl sitwation dess not change, ard the Rumsian troops de

not leave Hungary, then everything remains as it is now, er even 1%
will be worse and worse. Withing Hungary itself, I'm sure that there
will be resistence if not, more passive resistence. But Kadar will
certainly tightens the reigns evem more and appreach more and more
the Stalinist ideeclegy. As te what the Russian policy will be, I
think this nobody can say, but I believe that sometRing might be
brewing there. I have heard that the fereign students who had
scholarships in Russia were all of a sudden sent heme because,

as they said, they were fermenting discontent there. Semething is
brewing in Bastern Germany alse, and this will only increase with
time, because I de net hhink that Western Cermany will sit back
very much lenger and te see the country dividied for a lenger time.
As & matter ef fact a division of Germany would easily be the caus:
of a flare-up.

"As to what I hepel, I must emphasis that I do not believe in a
selution like the one in Poland. Xk A change inside Russia would

of course selve all the probflems, and ceuld bring about a neutral
and irdependent Hungary. Regarding the means whereby my hepes could
be realized -~ unless, as I said, something happens inside Russia,

I de net see anjy ether means save war, by which the Russians could
be chased out of Europe - Russian certeinly will net leave Europe by
its own will. I think that a war between Russia and Germany could and
if the satellite natiens take part in it, would alse bring & change in
Esstern Europe. On the ether hand, Germany will by that time have
received a great deal of American arms and ascistance.

B, "Regarding the prospects for Hungary during the last eight orten
yearas, I must confess that nobody did see any solution. The country
was terrorized and ne underground movement could have survived. Nobody
believed that Hungary could do something without the assistance of the
West. The revolution ceme about, in Octeber, Jjust like a miracle, and
how right we were abeut knowing that we cannot de anyting without the
West. That was proved by events that fellewed.
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SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

As " T would like to see an independent Fungary te be a democratic,
neutral republic.®

B. "As te the kind ef economy of an independent Hungary, I believe
that Hungary should go back te the previouSceccoecces system. That is,
a great stress should be put on the agricultursl preduction amd should
grow, fer instance, what in a large scale. I believe that the heavy
industry sheuld be deflated. We de not have raw material for this
purpocse enough and it's tee expensiwe. On the other hand, the light
industry should bs develomd. I'm thinking especially of precision
instruments, for instance, and the industries which pmwwidm produce
comsumer's commediities. Alse, theye is another field in which Hungary
excels, befere the war , and this is the pharamceutical field. This
industry, too, should be develep2d. Further more, all industries which
are comected with alupinum @ndcccoees.coo.and of course the uranium
mines of Hungary should be developed and mining in these mines stepped
up. In the agricultural field, besides growing wheat, I think that
Hungary %=xx should alse put a great emphasie om growing vggetables
and fruit for the export market.

"If the Communist regime were overthrown, I believe that the mational
enterprises ought te be de-nationalized. I believe that all public

works and transportations remain in the handas eof the state -~ the rest
I would return to private ownershipo Immm mmmm

L LR R U B e R

. p— TR S R R Y The state fams 1mamuch as thoy were
net part of large estates should be disselved and the land distributed
te private ownsrs; the kolkhozes, too, sheuld be discontinued. Mining
and the light 1nduatries should be in private hands, but I believe that
it would be practical te leave the forestry in the hands of the state.
As to the maximum 1imit te the amount ef land a personal family may
own, I think that the government should set it at 100 acres per person,
and no limit should be put to any ether realistic assets.

T certainly would like te see the first kind eof a government in Hungary -
that is, the one that guarantees personal freedom te the individual.

The seoond kind of government you teld me here is about the same Xkx

as under the Cemmunist regime, because the Communists also assure you
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the minimum you need feor your living, but persemml freedom is zere.
This kind of a government we have slready tried eui, and I don't think
anybody in Hungary would welcome it a gain.

"I would not autlaw the Cemmunist Party in an independent Hungary, as
long as it does net advecate the overthrow of the prevailing free
democratic and neutral Hungarian govermment. if somebody is such a
fool that they s till believe in Communism, lei them be.%

C. "Speaking ideally, I certainly would like te have Hungary to have
the same kind of neutrality like Austria. Therefore, I would not like
te see any military @lliances with any country - USSSR, East Suropean
States, Westerm Europe er the USA - hewever, I would like to have
economic and trade relations with the Western Suropean countries and
the US only. On theether hand, cultural relations should be festered
with all countries. "

Respordent has net heard of the Federation of the Nubian States. When
asked what she thinks of such a federation, she believed that iv
wouldn't serve the purpose. She thought that it alse wouldn't be

possible that states who in the course of history have such controversies,
and were se completely different in their ldeolegy could live together
incpeace. The enly state respondemt thought she wovld like te be included
in the Demubian federation was Austria, but here also, she voiced her
fears that this federation with Austria might be similar te what has
been befere the Austria-Hungarian Empire, and if it be based on such
dependence, it wouldn't wrk either. Hespondent believed that the general
feel ing about the Nubian Federation was unfavorable in Hungary.

"No, I don't find Hungary's present boundaries acceptable, and I believe
that a territorial adjustment should be made according to the arbitration
of an intermational ceurt. These territories should be those on which

the population is mrimarily Hungarian, and had been for the last years or
80 in the course of history. Of course, I do net believe hmetikine

on the whole that the thousand year-old borders,former border of Hungary
can be reestablishad again. I am ¥ery much concern over the oreblem of
the Hungarisn minerities living outside Hungary, but I think that the
territerial adjustment would selve this problem, but certainly at present
nothing can be done. The whele question i8 important to me."
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THE FORMATION OF FUBLIC OPINION

A .Bespondent said that they were lectured at great length on the
20th Party Congress in the course of their different political
lectures st the nurses' scheol, Of Khrushchev's secret speech,
they have heard enly excerpts. Respondent was of the opinion that
probably the big shots in the Communist Party had the speech in
full, but it was somehow ridiculeus te see that the commentaries
en this spsech were gomstimes quite different.

Respordent did net hear anything abeut Senmater McCarthy, nor the
un-American activities Committee. Neither did she know anything

about Peren. Regarding Rakosi's private life, respondent said that

this was a topic that was never discussed in public. She only

heard that hiss lleged wife was rsally a Seviet spy who was planted
there to keep an aye or him. She thought Rakesi te be a very intelligent
and highly educated msn. it was knewn, hovever, that he liked te live

a life that was net exactly according to the Communist ideology. He
lived in great luxury. He alse liked te see foreigners around him. He

spoke many languages.

B. Respondent did not read newspapers. She enly read one magazine -
the ladie 's magasine , but on the other hand, she re-d books as much

as possible~ mainly the old ....classies, alse books on history, and
the Hungarian. The books available at the timg for instance becks on
art or the Hungarisn classics were of good guality but there were

very expensive, kmmpmuzz There were alse beautiful editiors available
on the life ef Stalin, Hakosi, etc. but of courss ne body bought these.
At the nurses' scheol they had acompulsory reading hour when they read
Szabad Nep, but that was all regarding newspapers, and respondent was
of the opinion that it really wasn't worthwhile to read all the lies
taht the Hungarian newspapers contained. She never put amy trust in
the papers, and disclosed that all eress - fereign affair-, econcmics,
statistics, etc were generslly distrusted by everybody and herself.

Her means of a way to find out the approximate news was that she
listened to the radio troadsasts of foreign stations, and then to that
ef the Hungarian radieo, and somehow the middle of the road was what
appreximately vas true. Neither did responiemt kneow whether her family
read publications from the USSR, or ether satellite nations. As to
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the availability ef ether publications than Hungarian, respondent
said that there were a couple of beoksheps in Budapest where you could
buy some Westerm techmical books, for instance medicine, etc. These
were mostly in translation and of @emanm erigin. As to publications
from the West, in seme of the private libraries yeu could get held
of a couple of foreiga books which were handed down from friend te
friemd . Officially, and in beeksteres, of course, you could only get
the classics, such as Shakespeare, for instance. Respondent did net
know of any illegal publications. #any of these books which were om
the illegal list were burmad by the emers, @ hidden.There was

ene library in Budapest, accerding te respondent, that was called
SZABOLORINC Library, and in this library you could find now and then
bocks by Hungarian authers that were put om the illegal list.

C. Resp ndent said that as everybedy, and she alse, get nevs by

word of mouth from differeamt friemds oracquaintances; however, she
considered this news more or less not reliable, because it contained

a let of wishful dreaming and it was always exaggerated. Respondent said
that she did pass on information by word ef meuth but always with an

"I did not hear it myself".

Fo Due te her rather heavy duties at the hespital, respondent had
little opportunity to go to the theatre er movies, so she only went
when she heard of a movie that was very very geod. Her maln pleasure
was te attend the opera. Unfortunately, this was very expensive. The
twe movies she mentioned which she liked best in the last few years
were - one Ital ian picture "Infedel Women™" and the other was a color
film - Russian ballet on the Swan Lake. The theatre she liked iix
were plays by two Hungarians suthers~ Imre Kalman, and by Bugene
Heltai.
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EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

A-"Regarding the possiblity of of change within Russia, I belisve

that I have tallked about this already. Regarding the feeling of the
people in Russia, I have heard of a2 man whe came back from Russian
prison—of -war camp, that the peeple en the whole are dissatisfied
with the conditions in Russia, but due te the terrer prevailing there
they de net dare te revolt. He alse teld me that it was quite "mazing
te see how many young peeple were really deeply religious. As te hew
changes are mere likely to eccur in Hussia, I de net dbelieve that

a gradual Liberation would be the vay.iIt could be done only by a
revolution; therefore, I believe that had Russia a free election, the
majority ef the peeple would vete apainst the present regime, but
what kind of a gevernmemt they would like te have is a thing I really
de lmow, becsuse if you think of the times the Russian peeple really
had, they were never completely independemt. They were kept under the
rule of the Czars, and then afterwards under the rule of the Communists.

"In my evinion, the aims of the top leaders of Russia are what every
dedicated Communist would be world cemmunism. Individwally, I think
they would 1like te play as great a role as pogsible in the course ef
events, and implement Communism regadless to any ways and means. As
te the difference between the Russian and Hungarian top Communists, I
can only say that the Hungsrisn Communists are the puppets and the
Russian omes are the dictators."

B.Respondent mmed Poland as the country which is the mest liked in
Rungary, follewed by lastern Germany; then, OCzechoslovakia, Bulgaria and
Romania. Respendet was of the spimion that the sympathy towards the Polish
and the Eastern Cermern peeple lie mostly in the commen lot they have now.
The antipathy against the Czechs, Bulgarians and Romanians is directed
against the people. Hespendent knew a few Czechs and Bulgarians.

Respendent believed that if free elections were held in the above mentionsd
countries, she was sure that all of them weuld reject Commumism.

On the level of the standard of living, respondent had the follewing te
say: she believed that Ea t Qermany had the highest living standard,
follewed by Czecheslevakia, Poland. Hunga y, Romania and Bulgaria.

C. Respendent was of the opinion that Comulka's government was a puppet
government. Alse she thought that the policy efgradulaism doesn’t worik,
and will not work - at least not in a Communist state. In her opinien, the
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future of Poland is net se geed, because the future policies will
be directed by the Seviet Umion again., Hespondent said that her
views on these mtters have not changed during the last five er
six months.

Respendent was ef the epinion that the evests in Peland did have
some effect on the evemts in Rumgary. She referred te the movement
of the yeung people in Psland which came abeut as a result of the
Polish "thaw". The Pelish example did shew them the way at the
student 's me etingd em the 23rd of October, but it was not enough
becauss the Hungarian students were not satisfied with what the
Polish peeple achieved, and this was the reasen why the Hungarian
movement developed inte a revelution., As te the freedem of expression
in Peland, & year before Gemulka's rise te pewer in 1955, respondent
thought that this freedem of expression and this "thaw" sccurred in
every other satellite natien. Alse, since 1955, net only im Poland
she referred for instance te the fact that treavelling between the
satellite nations was permitted in the last year.

Respondent did hear about the Peznan riets te the effect that the
werke rsof Peland had revelted sgainst the Soviet oppression. The
H,ngarian newspapers, of course, carried omly the slanted versien

of the events in Peland, and talked of immediate reterts. Respendent
did net read anythiig ef the Peznam trials in the newspaper. The
everte in Peznan were mostly carried in the newaspapers, but of course,
anybedy who listened te the foreign radies knew about it alse.

Respondent would met have been satisfied had the Hungarian revelution
taken part aleng the Polish lines, because in her epinion, the aim
wuldn't have beena chieved as well. Even though the Hungarian revolution
had been crushed, at least Hungary has shown the world that it never
accepted, and never will accept, the Seviet rule and it has never

gserved, and will never serve the Seviet.

D, On Tite respondent believed that all the other satellites were more
or less a little bit envious of Yugoslavia..that Tite was able te a chieve
te break off frem the Seviet Unien. Hew he did that is still te be
explained. Respondent alse believes that Tite was the father eof the
patienal cemmunism. Hespondent’s attitude teward mational communism

was a8 fellewss
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“If a national cemmunism can achieve the geod part ef the cemmunist
jdeclegy and dectrine, them it would be semething which could be considered
but, t® my mind, ne communism can ever achieve this." On T'te's

relations with ether East Eurepean nations, Eussia and the West,
respendent said:"Why den’t we reverse the whole problem. I think the
relation between Tite and the rest of the world de not depend om Tito,

it depends what Russia is deing and what fussia is telling the other
satellite mtions te de, and alse Tite's attitude depends, entirely,

en how the West is treating him. As a matter of fact, even Tite had te
ebey Russian orders t¢ soms extent. There was a slegan very much us

in the satell ite countries. It ran: XRTEENXXIXABEXHERERIARIENE XXSAEH
BEXX XDOMDXTX oTite is the faithful deg of the Seviet, but America is
holding the leash." 14 ig evident, however, that Tito would like te
get rid of the Kussian influence and therefore he's bolstering his
trade relatioms with the West and would like te e xpleit the West
aconomically; however, respendent alse believes that Tite will nsver
be influenced politically by the West. On the whole, respondent said,
that Tite is the smartest living politician.

%I do not believe that Rajk wanted what Tite did¥ Alse she said thab
she di.d not believe that the Hungarians would have trusted Rejk ever
because he was much too wrong; she was of the opinion that it was

entirely in the interest of his own career that Rajk did whht he did.

Respendent believed that Tite must be popular in Yugoslavia if net
for anything else that he was able te break away his country frem the
Sovdet domination. Respondent 's knowledge of intermatl conmditions in
Tugeslavia were as fellews: as far as she knew, the living standard
was higher than in Hungary; on the ether hand, freedom of expression
was pretty much oppressed, but persomal freedem was better than in
Hyngary. Peeple were allewed at least te travel to the West; laber
conditions were better and there was no unemployment in Yugeslavia.

£- On Chins and how the Communists did gain control of it, respendent
believed that it was easy te make appear that Communist was the saviour
of the peor masses in China."I alse believe that by terching Communism
te the Chinese, the Seviet Union did make a mistake, because China as

I gsee it, has the ssme dreams as the Soviet Union, and they prebably
will try to de their best to fester the expansion of the yellew race
all over the world. Whether or not ,xfizimsxiw Communist Chine is mere
independent of Moscew than ether Comsunist country, I de net think this
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is se because the leaders in Communist Chipa are just as fanatical
Communists as in other satellite nations.”

Respondent says that ehe knews tee little abeut England and Indfia
te give amy epinien abeut relations between these iwe ceuntries.

Respendent ‘s epien on the Suez situation was the fellewlng:

"Te my mind the Angle-French invasion ef lgypt was justified because
these nations wanted te preserve and meintain their rights te the
Suez camel under the internmational agreement. After all, internatiomal
agreements are made to bte kept, isn't that so? and therefere, 1 think
that Egypt had ne right to mationalize the canal. On the other hand,

I do not think that Israelli had any right te invade Egypto

*I alse feel quite sure abeut that the #g eveats in Lgpt did have
a bad effect on the devieepments in Hungary during the rvolutiom.
Had the invasion ef the Suez canal had not happemed at the time ef
the Hungarian revelution, then I feel as everybody else did, the
Hungarian questionweuld have been given much more consideration in
the UN."

F. Accerding te respendent's opinion, the living standard in
West Germany is very high and is on the rise.

"While in Germany, I have heard séveral times that the Germans were
volcing the opinion that it would be the best idea te quity the

UN se as to be able te attack the Hussians in erder te unite the twe
%mnﬂo"

"Western Cermany is rearming at a great speed with Americam assistance,
and it is evident that the military strength will ence upxim be used
against Russia. It is my belief that the West Germen Army is stronger
than the British or the French. I de net hewever, the term of service
is in the West Cerman army."

As te the difference between the twe occupation armies - the Hussian
and the Yerman, respondeant said that the Kussian occupation force was
the more distasteful te her persomally, and this was the general opimion
alse. The German army was much tetter disciplined as te both officers
and enlisted men, and in consecuence the most unponular force in Hungary
was the Russian one. Respendent siad this was due to the fact thet the
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Germans are after all, Western and a -“cultured nation and

this, of course, k&x can be seen in the Army alse. The Kussian

Army, on the other lmnd, was mere undisciplined, uncultured and

brutal peeple, who were Looting and raping all the time. The @erman
Army was always disciplined; however, when they were retreating from
Hungary, they did take away a ceuple of things with them, but never

did accessea occur. Of course, said respondent, "whenm saying this

T am disregarding the Jewish preblem which is 8 thing completely apart.”

G, Respendsmt couldn't say anything about the British laber Party. She
admitted that anything they had heard eof this Party was slanted and ahe
said the Pussiens opipion was that the British Leber Party dees net
represent the werking class ef Britain at alle

On the living standards ef the various countries, respondent said that
the highest living standard te her mind is at pres ant te be found

in Western Germany, follewed by Great Britain, Italy. She said that
she doesn’t imow anything about theliving standard in Greece and Egypt
se she couldn't say anything about that, but she put the Soviet Unien
at the bettomef ths list.

H, "Mhat's surprised me most about America during my first few months
here wes the extremely high living standard and this made a very
faverable impreseion om me. Hovever, I must alse admit that I had

an unfavorable impression in the US, teo, and thia is that the pseople
of this nation whe have lived for such & long time in peace and led
such 2 sheltered life during beth world wards, cannot understand the
gitwatien in Burepe and in particular, the Hungarian situation in full."

"There is enly one thing and I believe this is the most important cne -
the US should de, net only for the people and nations of Hastern Lurepe,
but in its own interests by some ways and means to put an end te Russian
expansion teo make Buseia withdraw from Europe.”

“Regarding the present foreign policy of the US, I believe that this is
very weak, especlally against the Russians. The US dees not show any
strength especially net since the end of the war."

"As te what the US policy sheuld be, 1 sincerely btelisve that thepe
are two ways open to be follewed by the US. A. Either te follow
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complete isolationism and hends-eff Lurops, &= or, B, if the US
interfering in Burepeon fareign policy, then the US should net
only regard the businsss side of the problem; they ought to live
up to their histerical ideals which they are putting very highly -
the historical ideals of the individual countries should be given
more consideration. There is alse one thing which I should like teo
add here. For geodness sake, the US should net be taken in by"ce~
existence." Such a thing simply does not exist, and the US should
realize at last."

"As te US foreign aid te the present governments in kastern Eurepe,

I think that this is the most difficult question -~ hard te administer
it so the Kussians camnot get hold of it, and se as the countries
receiving it should not be in debt up to their necks. This opinion

of mine refers alse te Hungary in particular. My attitude teward

this problem has net changed since I am in the US.

"I believe that the US sheuld net have any diplomatic relations
with the present Kadar govermment of Hungary.

"fhether or net peeple in Hungary would like te see more Western
visiters, may I ask a gquestion here: do you mean under the present
conditiens or if Hungary were liberated? This is a different problem,
of course. If you think ef the present situvation, then I believe
that peliticians and newspapermen would be the most welcome visitors
in Hungary, and in case eof a complete change if Hungary were free
then, of course; people in Hungary would like to see tourists and
the large scale exchange ef CM\'%E&‘({‘_Y

If such visiters are geing te Hungary now, them of course, I would
tell them that they shouldn't believe what they are being shown. They
cught te go out and see feor themselves. The people who ought to tell
them about the present situation in Hungary shduld be, ef course, the
mostly, the new immigrants who could give very good overall picture of
the situation prevailing in Hungary. I'm thinking now in particular of
General Kiraly and other members ef the Strasburg Conference - such as
Alexander Kiss, a former ggar of the Parliament and member ef the
peasant party who eacapedhpr son during the October revelution."”

"Of course, everyone in Hungary would like tc receive Westerm hooks
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and periodicals. At present it is impossible as the Hungarian
Communist government would net let them in anyway, but even in an
ideal situation that the best distribution would be through the
differsnt universitiés."

Respondent alse was of the opinicn that the people in Hungary would
be favorably impressed by the fact that the Hungarian exiles were
associated with such actviites as Western visitors and publications.
However, only in case this could be done legally - that is, not in
the presently prevailing situaion because it would only harm them-

Respordent heard very littie about the Harshall plam in 1948, and
vhat she has heard she admitted was very slanted and accordingte
the Soviet ideclogy. They were told at school that the countries
which had received the Marshall aid are geing to be celonized by
the Weatern powers. She, persomally, was convinced that th: plan was
conceived so as to give assistance to the countries in need.

America‘'s entry inte the war in 1950 was also misinterpreted by the
Hungarian Communist press, said respondent. People in Hungary, on

the other hand, were hoping that the Korean war was the beginning of

a war a;ainst Communism, and America, by starting the war in Korea

was also starting te put an end te Communistic expansion. I de not
believe that otherwise America would have spent so much moeny and lives
on a cause which had no purpose; on the ether hand, I really don't quite
understand why they did not ge¢ through with it to the end.

Jo "I am quite convinced that the United Nations could have sffected

the situation in Hungary had it acted mest humbly and swiftly. I was
terribly disappoirted DixEiuxxibc in the UN because it did not live up

te our expectations: As far as I know, it wk is within the charter

of the UN to help and assist the member nations if they were attacked

by some other nation. What I expected the UM to do was to send the
investigating committes immediately after it was voted to do so, and

after that, Russia should have been called to order and sent out from
Hungary. Since the U  didmn't act on behalf of Hungary, I do not expect

any chances of aneffective UV action for Hungary in the foreseeable future
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KNOXLEDGE AND ATTITUDES TOWAGD SELECTSED PERSONALITIES

A, %hen asked in her opinion is the greatest living Hungarian and why,
respondent very quickly and without hesitation answered:"Faul Maletler,
if he is still alivey and this because, he quite unselfishly stood up
for the country and for the Hungarian nation."

B." Of Imre Napgy we didn’t think very highly at the beginning, until
we found out that the calling back of the Russian troops inte Hungary
was not his doing. Neither were the different dictates which were
issued in his name."

Respondent disaporeved Cardinal Mindszenty's role because she thought
that a priest, and especially in such a high rank, should never interfere
in politics.

Of Laszle Rajk, resvondent has talked already before. She only repeated
her previous opinion.

Erno Gere, she said:" He is the cruelest of all Soviet agents.®
Of Janos Kadar, respondent said:"He is nothing but a pupret."

On President Eisenhower, respondent had the following to say:

" hen he was first elected te be the President of the United States,
everybody hoped that America's foreign policy would be new changed and
that they would get tougher with the Russians. When this change did

not happen, President tisenhower lost gre-tly his popularity in Hungary.
sossesossscessesshls duty is to see first of all to see to the welfare
of the American peeple and I can't understand that he doesn’t want to
be instrumertal in starting a thrid wrld war."

As to Secretary-General Hammarskjold, I think that he was much too weak
regarding his attitude teward the Rus<ians during the UN session.

I cannot give any opinion about Secretary Dulles, former Prime Minister
Eden, nor about the former President of the US, Truman.

"When talking of Yikoyan, in Hungary we always called him one of the
seven hrigaddes. He was in close cooperation withoo.eco.. andooacssace
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Of India‘s leader Nehrn, I know too little and I camnot say anything.

Generalissimo Chisng Kai-shek's activities were presented to us in
Hungary in a much teo slanted way which I know couldn't have been true.

The former Prime Minister Ferenc Nagy was thoroughly disliked in Hungary.
At the time of the revolution, when he tried to come back, he certainly
wouldn't have been welcome. On the other hand, we heard, later on, whan
we were in Germany that he brought out several very valuable and anti-
Soviet arguments. Vell, if that's true maybe he did something for the
Hungarian cause.

Concerning former US President Roosevelt, since the Hus-ians alvays
call d him the greatest benefactor of America, and this because of the
role he played in the Yalta Agreement, certainly no Hungarian liked him.

I believe that Chancellor Ademayer‘s main aim is the unification of the
two Germanies.

Joe Stalin was the greatest and most cruel dictator the world ever
carried.

I believe that Malenkev trying to establish world communism according
to his own ideas.

Generalissimo France behaved extremely decently during the Hungarian
revolution, IR We heard his s tatemesnts which were in full symoathy with
our cause. Also we heard that there were S -anish volunteers who wanted
to come and join in our freedom fighting. I have never heard the name
of Bevan.

Khrushchev is znother member of the seven =brigand gang.

Of Tito, I have talked at length already.

As I said befere I don't know anything about Peren.

Mploteov is an extremely smart politican. His methods may het be as
drastic as some of the other Russian politicians but nevertheless, he
is sly enough, and his 2ims are the same.

I never heard the mame of Ollenhausr, and don't know who he is.

Of Churchill I can orly say that he was the greatest statesmam of our
times.
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ATTITUDES TORA;D EXILES AND BEXILE ACTIVITIZS

A. When characterizing the escapees, respondent sald:

#T would like to make a distinction between psople who left at the
beginning of the revolution and these who left after the revolution

had been quelled. At the begimming of the revolution there were twe

kind of peeple who left. First of all, a great mumber of Communists

fled to the West because they were scared of reprisals on the side

of the revolutionaries. Then others who were taking the chance of what
they thought te be the last one,to escape the Communist rule. These
peonle probably had relatives in the West and they were fed up with the
Communist regime. After the revelution/ had been crushed, of course, the
refugees were mostly those freedom fighters who t ook part in the fighting
and who fled because they fearing Communist reprisals. They consisted
mostly of students and workers,- there were very few peasants among them=
they were about 80 % young peeple. Most of the refugees came of the
Western part of Hungary and from Budapsst.

"Those who stayed behind I wauld put in three different classes again.
First of all, the really good Hungarian petriots stayed behind and I do
admire them for this; second, those stayed behind who did not dare te face
cn absolutely unknown and unsafe ‘future, and thirdly, of course, all

the Communists stayed behind.

"The reascn why so few peasants left Hungary lies in their nature. The
Hungarian peasant is torribly fond of his land, and is always urwilling
te quit it. To my mind, I believe, that the psople, =xcen‘ing the
Bommunists,; who s tayed behind have chosen the much more c¢ifficult 1lat,
and I do admire them for this.

"I am sure that people in Hungary who stayed behind expect us who are
here in the free West to keep the #lungarian cause alive onc also as
long as we emigrants bhere de not try to give them advice - to those
who s tagyed behind- of how te behave now, and what to do now, there won't
be any ill-feeling between the two different lives.

"Assumming that everyore in Hungary had a chance to come the West, I
am sure that axcepting the old and sick, very few woul. stay behind, if
the country would remain under a Communist rule, of covrss, and not
because they wouldn’t dars te stay behind but just would want to show
the world and the Soviet Union hew they feel about Laadrimzx being under
Russian rule."
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B, Regarding Hungarian exile organizations apd individuals, she

heard very little about them while back in Hungary. Hespondent
mentioned only -Fernc Nagy end Admiral Horthy. Of Otte of Hapsburg
respondent said that he is not popular in Hungary and nomne wishes

te have the kingdon of reestalished under his rule.

Of Admirel Horthy, ot ne 11 gt i e b 4ag0
mistakes, politicael mistakes,during his rule his deeds during the first
Commanist in 1919 in Hungary were wvery laudable.

When asked about her cpinion of people who left Hungary before 1956,
iregpondent said that she is convinced tried teaccomplish something

fer Bungary, but on the ether hand, they had their hands full with their
own problems, snd could not deal effectively enough with the auvthorities
here to the effect could have kept the Hungarian cause more on the
agenda and more in the public eye. Further, they really should have
explained and informed the Western world more about the fact that the
expansion of the Seviet Union and the Hungarian problém is not primarily
an Hungarisn problem, or Eurepsan one. In fact, it gffects the whole
world, and therefore the United States alse.™

During the revolution, we were hoping that the exile politicians here

in the U8 could do something in the interest of our country, and especially

at the time when Imre Nagy was our Frime ministery and that the
delegate to the UN would be barred and they would accept our_resl
delegate.”

C. "I had a friend whe was in France and he got terribly homesick,
came home to Hungary later on, but after slix months he returned again
to France as he couldn't stand being under the Communist regime. As a
matter of fact, he escaped from an interrment camp. I think that the
whole redefection campaign 8 started by the Communists had only one
purpose-propoganda purpose fire~ted towards the West."

D."fegarding what the people who escapsd te the U3 should do now,

I can only repeat what I sajd before, that we must keep the Hungarian
cause on the agenda and alvays in the public eye so that if thers is
any uprising in any satellite nations, the US should be prepared to act
immediately.”

“"The peeple in Humgary would like to know everything possible about
the exiles. ..hov they are faring, how they are getting along in this
new life, abou® thelr job, how they live and so on, etec. Fhat I
believe they ought to te told is that we shall be doing everything
in our power that the Hungarian cause should not peter out, and though
we cannot expect any asistance with amms, we might hope that the
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free world would give political assistance, at least. I personally
would deo my utmost as scon as I have mastered Egnlish te inform
everybody about the situation in Hungary and about the Hungarian
cause."

"I would certainly like to jein an exile organizdtion which should
primarily should be a political one, but only if this orgamization
is something sericus and effective. The aim of this organization
should consist in giving assistance to the Hungarian in every way
and means I think it would be a goed idea te have the old exiles
Jjoin this organization.”

"About the various Hungsrddn Parties and their activities before
1948, as w11 as the parties in exile, I cannot say very much. I
was much too young at that time."

"As to the parties revived during the revolution, I wholeheartedly
dis-pproved ef the action. There was no need to indulge in politics
when there was so much more impertant things to do first, and therefore
I wouldn‘t have approved either of the grours who went into exile
return to Hungary to particpate in the revised partiss.”

Eo I certainly would ge back te Hungary if and when Hungary becomes
independent and free again, after I have finished my studies here,
and I certainly want my children, if I ever have them, to learn
Hungarian as well as English in the US."
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AUDIENCE REACTIONS TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

A. 1 did not listen regularly to foreign radio braodcasts because
I did not have a radic ofmy ewn. I mostly listcned to the BEC, to

Radie Free kurope and very seldem te the VOA, All of the three
t«a‘}iom were very much jemmed. I listened always to the Hungarian

Fl
EMSSION,, . .1 preferred to listen to the BEC radio broadcasts becsuse

I found shmmrirsorndooeccienesn s et carremrss that this station
was the least biased and alse it was a station which gave the news
always in the most matter-ef-fact way. I listened te the foreign
broacdcasts on the radios of other people and usually with others.

I also heard cc.....broadcasts second-hand, and I slso told others
what I had heard. ;

"0f course,there was always a risk in listenin te thase broadcasts,
especially in the begimming of the Communist regime, or talking about
them to others, but noboedy really cared very much. i do not know what
penalties were doled out - if anybody was caught in listening te
foreign broadcasts.” - s

"Everybody was of the opinion that before and during the revolution,

the effects of the foreign broadcasts were not too favorable becausas
people thought that they were promising too much. During the revolution,
on the other hand, the news service was good and a ccurate, especially
that of RFE. Hovever, in the leng run, peeple lost confidence in

the foreign radio broadcasts and especially in those of RFE because
they found out in the end when the revelution wasover that they have
talked toec much and promised toe muche

"I must, however, mention that it was amazing how Badio Eree Burope
could ...of absolutely correct and accurate informetion regarding
the AVH, and the AVH agents. .their names and their deeds were always
itemized on the radio - RFE - programs, and this data absolutely
correct.”

"I do not think that on the whole did incite the Hungarian people te
revolt against the Russians' regime. e vents would have happened anyway,
but I believe that RFE did exercise psycholegical effect on their audiene.
RFE nevertheless should continue by all means to hroadecast into Hungery
and this for the very reason that there is no free Hungarian radio,
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the people in Hungary are unable to receive any news from abroad,

but L wish that the RFE and other Western broadcasting s tations would
stick te the truth and remain abscolutely matter-of-fact. Straight
political or ecenomical news would be always welcome. There is ne
need, however, for any anti-Communist propoganda. On the other hand,
I'm sure that would everybody would like to get news from behind the
Russian curtain - I mean events of Russia - what 1s going on, etc.

On the whole all programs are welceme in Hungary if they are matter-
ef fact and interesting.”

B, Respondent had not heard about the N.E.M. initials, but heard
of the Twelve Demands.

C. Hespondent found RFE leaflets herself out inthe countryside near
Szekszard and this she did several times. She always showed them at
home to her family, apd then later on, they burned it. These leaflets
mostly made fun of Ra®si and criticized his methods. They alse openly
discussed the situation in Hungary vhich however was not necessary
because everybody knev what was geing on inside Hungary. On the other
hand; people at least had the feeling that the West lmew about them
and hadn't forgotien.

Despite the risks involved in picking up Free furope leaflets, nobody

cared very much about it. Respondent knew that the penalty for nicking

up Free Europe leaflets or to hand them on to other people, usually
was prison.

Regarding the usefulness of the Free Lurope leaflets; resvondnet said:

"I believe that in a way theyare quite us.ful, as I said before , at
least the Hungarian people wer: assurred that t he Western world is

informed dbout the situationat home, but on the other hand, I think that
thes: leaflets should not be of an inciting nature. I did not hear any

role of thése leaflets during the mmm revolution. I relly do_'t know

whether or not the RFE Committee whould contimme te drop Iea?leta inte

Hyngary. I believe only in a case if they do not incite and do not

promise anything and that the facts were printed on the leaflets stick
to the truth and nothing but the iwrtruth. There is oms thing that should
be stressed by 21l means in the lea¥let®m, and that is that the Western
world is keeping the Hungs-ian problem on the agenda, and alse it should
be told to the Hungarian peeple ways and means of how the Western world

thinks that the assistance of Hungary could be married out.
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D.* There is ons thing that I rmever understood-why the 'estern

group broadcasts and leaflets were incitin. te a revolution. First

ef all, when the Hungarians did not nsed te be incited agains the
Russians = they were dissatisfied with the rule anyway -~ and secondly,
when the Western pewers knew perfectly well that they are not geing
te give any assistance te Hungary. 1 feel howeverthat the different
arganizations - BBC, VOA, RFL, etc. had all the same objectives.
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CHILD REARIN G AND DISCIPLINE

€& this topic, respondent had the Tollowing to say:

“In my opinion, a child should be taught first of a11 rel:[gion,
secondly it should be taught to respect its eledsrs~ parents and
teachers, and thirdly, a child should always be disciplined.sxxkaxwmk
43 to what a child should learm, I believe that most important thing
is that by no means should develop an egocentric attitude.

“All subjects that widen the general knowledge of a child should be
taught to him.

"Ag I mentioned before, a child must be brought up in strict
discipline, This discipline however should never be physical. The
deep psycholegical construction of a boy and a girl are dif“erent.
The treatment should ef course alse differ. Anybedy who is bringing
up a child must have anm influénce te an effect that the child should
obey without physical punishmnet. An educater must try to show an
example and alse uss reason when educating a child and enforcing
discipline. Respondent recalled an episode in her life when she

was about six years old, she just decided she would ge out inte the
world and when her mother caught up with her, she got an awful big
slap in her face. This was the only time she can remerber that she
was ever disciplired physically. Usually in the family it was enough
when the mother leoked sternly at them te obey implicity.

Among people I kmew. they did not punish their children physically.
As a rule peeple did disciplin their child ren by depriving them oF
something they rezlly cared fer. The way of punishment of course
differed greatly in the social classes. The least educated classes
used mare physical punishment, of course, than the intellectual class
would. The peasants dor instance ware rather tough on their children
regarding physical punishment, and so were the workers, too.

“During the last ten years under the Communist regime, there was a
change in the way children were disciplined -~ especially at scheol.
Physical punishment was abolished. The techniques of discipline before
Communism usuvelly consisted of e written warning the tsacher sent to
the marents concerning bad marks, behaviour and f'nally expulsion froem
the school. In the coumtry scheols the peasantry punishment was used
quie eften. This consisted ef several slaps fer the boys and Lo stand
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in the cormer for the girls, or having their knuckles rapped with
the ruler. These physical punishments, as I said before, were all
abolished under the Communist regime, and enly the written marnings
remained -furt er on the bad marks in behavicur and fimlly,
expulsion from the schools.

Respondent beliesves that the greatest valuee in a friend would

be first of all, a very strong character; second, sincerity = helpful
if needed - religious and alse a friend should always be interested
in the same things as the ether party. Alse, of course; a friend
should be well-educated persen.

"Many peeple were greatly disappointed in the so-called friends under
the Communist regime and not-too-strong friendship ceuld not stand up
te the circumstance we had to live under in Communist rule.

The moment someone get into some political trouble, wery oftem it
happened that his friendship failed. Under the Communist regime, peeple
made friends not so easily as befers. Sverybody was more cautious, but
on the other hand, if you made a friend in those difficult times, then
this friendship was reliable and more lasting."
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