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Respondent is a highly intelligent and articulate
journalist. Deeply religious. His honesty is without

.question. At the game time he can hzrdly control his

emotions, which nlay influence the ot jectivity of his
judgments. He is a Hungarian gentleman, coming from
the historic nobility, but without the haughtiness of
his class, with a gtrong sense of sccial justice and
political democracy.
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£1) 1f only for e moment the reins ars loosened and the
terror suspended, everything which has been preached
for years would collapsé as castles in the. air., In the
so~called Satellite states, life is only & question of
to be or not to be, We left behind us long ajo the
exigtentialist question. I% did net matier ary more
whaet will fellow. The explosive driviﬂg'forca was
"at last , I car freely tell and show what [ think
inside." The ¢ork was pulled out of the botile and the jinne:
Exﬁ was releasaed. |

(2) Respondeﬁt objacts to the use of tae word hﬂvolution
and pmrefers to call it “néofolkelé*") pcnulrr uprising
against tyranny.)
The payshological foindations were lajid Iy tle llareh
Party Remolutions of 1955 and the following Rikosd
speesh. Then, again Flkosl had followed 1l up as an anti
wtyeit thesis with his Csepel epezeh. After he has
delivered his self-crltiéilsm in the Sport Hell of
Csepel, the ﬁrinters 5:aeteﬁ.each éther next dar vith
the word: "Végre!", wo.ch means: "At last!"
In the evening followﬂgg thia speech, firnt time ‘wuld
cne sge people uninhiBLﬁedly foruing groups and die-
éuﬂsing things on the wtreed.
The first real revolutimary manifegtation, in my

opinion, took place in°ﬁhe evening of September Tth,

1956 at the sappearance gfiﬂ&tiﬁi_gjrlap in the dis-
triets around the Nationl Theatre, the Appenyl Square,



(2a)

(21v)

N0.442n "A" INTERVIEW SECTION "R" LL p.3

and the Btla Bartdk Circle, when in those places the
edirorial, entitled Tiszta Lap, which means "eclean

page", was read aloud to hundreds of people by some
strong- voiced men.,

On Decamber 13th, there was a public session of Party
organisation in the Press Combine on the Lenin Boule-
vard. Gyorgy Fazekas, former jartisan officer and |
Mik1és Gimes, a former young ideologist of the Party
(Swabad Nép has used him for four years as its ideolo-
chal editor), have spoken up in the Rajk case and e
nave ' xx. expressed their opinion about the perfect |
negativism of the Party .policy. This gave the sign ﬂ)i'
Irodalmi Ujsag to sound off its well-known characterisiic
voice. And so began from step to ateﬁ the peculiar
alliance between the so-called “Euroﬁﬁef“ Communists
within the Party and the suppressed, voiceless young
intellectuals outside .of the Party,,for'a common goalQ
This goal: A freely breathing and with the rest of the
world freely communicating Hungary, but with due respéct
to the brute force of Russia, a Hungary resting on the
fundament of Socialism.

(i) The 20th Congress. This has given oxygen to the
explosion to the hitherto suppressed fire.

(ii) Moscow's reconciliation with Tito.

(1ii) Rehabilitation of Gomulka.

(iv) Eisenhower's speech in which he asked Congress

for an expeditionary force in case somewhere human
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rights would be outraged.

(v) The ‘ree Europe Radio Stakion.

{(vi) XE2 Poznan.

{vii) Ihe earthquake in the beginning of March and the
cstastrophic floods at the end of Mareh. Great masses
of -eople have taken these¢ natural catastrophies as
he'venly signs.

(2¢) R'kosi's self-criticism it Csepel. On July Tth, 1956
n a Saturday, I have male this note in my diary that
day: "HMindennek vége - s&gyhnakkor kezdodik"., ("It is
the end of everything - and at the same time the be~-
ginning.")

(Interviewer has seen the little iotige-book of the
respondent and checked many of the items noted at the
appropriate dates.)

(23) The fact that the writers growing disiisted with the

| lying against‘theﬁr bgﬁter selves for var- a Jecale -
“happens whatever will.happen - began to wwite the
truth. . '

(¢£) Szabad Nép: Tibor Méra? Séndor.Feﬁete, Tamis Aczél,

Eﬁi Szabbd, Prof. Simonyi, the atom-power resec-cher;

Trodalmi Ujshp: lliklbés Molnhr, Zoltén Zelk, 1Mi-Yss

Papn ( he was working as mailman for four years):

Béke &s Szabadsig: Rébert Kertész, Gyorgy 114té, Sii.

dor Haraszti;
Mivelt Nép: Kéroly Akos (his article "Egy tanir és

a debreceni lunatikus." -~ "A professor and-the luna-
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tig of Debregen."), Gyula Antalfy {"Szarvasbigés" -

in English "Belling"}, Hikl6s Mplnér (he trenslated
from Albert Camus the last sgene of his play "Callgula"),
IBEEXRLY Iészld Véreess ("Az jsweretlen C-314" « "The
unkmown G~14")This article was wyritten about an {sotope,
but under the cover it actually dealt with the politi-
¢2) developm:nt of Hungary in the lmst years}.

Besides this, there had been some poems and radle plays
smuggled inte the broadcasts whioh were originating
from Alj¢e Halda, who is dead to-day.

The discuseion 4n the Petifielircle about the freedom
of press and opinion. Also ifs second discussion

about the rights of the citimens and the guestion eof
the jouth. These had not been world evenia, but have
been the most important fereyummers awnd praeparers of
tho ooming Rewolution. ZXEER Zolthn Zelk's poem
'Beléttam mindent", in Bnglish "I gained an insight

into everything" or rether "I admit everything" in th

last -
¥ July number of Irodalmi Ujeag.

The reason ceéuld be looked for 1n the depressing
feeling nxp'of the aimleaahess of life and the @ir-
cumstances teuld be looked for in the wiaeE possibi-
lities afforded by the 20th Congress and algo in the
first permitted travelsof the Hungariah intelligent-
sia including the Hungarian jouth in June, July, and
August in the Vest.
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On October 23%:d only for four hours - since Gerd and
his- antourageﬂgig still en their way frem Belgrade -
the governmenl lost its kax head, besame ingecurs;
%ﬁere was nobody whe would give strict erdevre accor-
ding to ¥h: intentlons of Mescew. The students whe had
baen alrﬁady in the state of ferment and weare orga-
nizing themselves and H§§§§E the city, whieh is sen-
gitive like a seismograph, have found,just as an ex-
pilesive material, the point of leas$ resistancs.

T.e answer could be found partly already in the pre-
seding questibn, but the real psychologieal sause was
best expressed by a Communist slogans "A Part a.mi

észﬁnk,_irényitbnk bs fegyveriink." ("The Party is our

brain, our director, and our weapon"). The

brain ‘was not present, therefore the organs end members
had ceased to functicno

The intentlon was a well+meaning, mute demonstration,
nothing else. What has fellowed is only the comsequence
of Gerd's intentionally provacatiée speach and measures
ordered by hiim,

Everybody Ahe same aim: To get rid 6f, at any price,
what they had.

Two insignificant sections of the pepulation: The
backbone-broken bureaucrats, left in theilr jaobs and the
surprisingly numeroug informers, who had been paid by
the Secret Service of the Party and behaved loudly,
although they had been in constant fear of XEEXX death.
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I can assure you, on the ground of my personal expe-
rlenpes, that except the mothers of many children,
nobody.

I developed inr{;t'lzen years an allergy to any slogan; S0
that it has /interested me and I eannot answer to this
question.

I think, the question is nalve, The ymygp popular up-
rising wue against the anti~Humanism. There was no
queation about different political ®heses, only of the
elimiration of a group which haes achieved power and had
arme through the exploitation of an $deology. Politics
ar- regarded by the Hungarian people only fyom one
aagle, namely: Is it useful or Imxfxmmk is it not?

The populay uprising broke out against a demoralizing
and anti-human leadefahip whizh was leading the country
towards a eomplete bankruptcy.

There were. Just as I gould not imagine that John
Foster Dulles would not take arms against those who
would take all hls properties away feom him dand would
throw him out from his apartment.

Suppose ... for two months there would have been &a
characteristialy . power, but after that the
peasant majority - because we still remain an agrarian
nation ~ which is stgill sober and attached to his
land and house, by its weight w;mld/hs%t;fbilizai the
situation., Since I lmow the excellently qualified

middle-~aged Hungarian political intelligentsia, I am
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convinced that with a 1ittle Western help, a Denmark
of Central Burope could have been formed out of Hungary
with an unquestionably enlightened and strongly socia~

listiqglly and humanistiddly minded government.

I was writing newspaper (respondent was editor of

n"getfoi Hirlap" and contributed much to the content of

the two revolutionary numkers of that paper). I have
teken part in the fighting to the best of my ability -~
and - I have buried my fanily. |

(At this point respondent tecame emotionally upset.
The interview had to be interrupted for a short time.
As he later related, in the morning of November 4th,

he was working in the editorial office of Hétfoi Hirlap

to get the paper ready for distribution in the evening.
7hen he heard the cannonade of the attacking Russian

tanks, he hurried home throngh the unguarded garden

~ patls,only to find his house shattered and only parts

of the bodies of his wife and child lying arourid, which
he then buried with the help of his meighbours on the
spot.)

e have to elear up something: agéinst the police -

T understend the Tungarian police in blue uniforms -
thanks to the admirable boldness of the Chief of

Police of Budapest, Sandor rophesi , X AR EREY XEIgER
XADKE) we did not have to ficht. See the article

written by me "Koszdnet a kb rendorségnek" - "Thanks
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te the blue police" in the October 28th mumber of _
Hétfo: Hirlap. From October 23rd %o October 27%h, the
arnsg and ammunition of the Blue poliooh::: been our
only, in avery reapeot relidble, military aupnlics.
Against the Russians and ‘the AYO the Pight was carried
‘an under the leadsrship of a few iﬂtii&tg intellectualsy
by the entdre youth between 12 and 24, and the workerd
of Budapest and its enviromment, up to the point of
fina} exhaustion. The most impertant centres of fighting
1nd hean the | Heros' Square, the Tumnel in Buda, the
KBlmin Széll Sguare, the Ganz Electricity Works in Buda,

the centra} offices of Sgabad Nép, and the Fossuth

Agzdemy. Almost the entlre Budapest garrisons have
joinaed the Revolutjen, except pessimistioly counted
maybe 30 p.

(de) T have seen such on the R#¥H# Republic Square, on
Marps Street, on Andrissy Avenue 56-58, and on Széchenyi
Squawe. I%® was BEEOX awful.

(5)  With the writing, editing, and distributing of HétTH1

Hirlap. We had to tremsport and distribute the mews-

paper iw the elﬁy by ourselvés.

(Se) Vé have publiched three pamphlats with the signature
of H&fCi.Hirlap Baré.taiﬁ the feiends of %he FAt£51
Hirlap. A1l three can be found 4in the archives of the
TUNO.

(5¢£) I was the neeretary of the revolutionary council of
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newspaper publighers ( Lapkiadb véllalat).

-

S

(6a 1¢ gonsisted of 32 ﬁsﬁbers, g.have fallen, 7 have been
taken to the nospitel. l

(6b) The groﬁpa srganized sponxanqdualy.' ‘

(6c) From printers to hooligens, who came UPp from the street
4+ eontained a1l kind of pqule, 8.8 fhere were two
typist girls in {¢, then seven students with:submachins
gunse fror the gtudent céuncil, and five journallsts,
who were caugnt in the qéfice, pecause they ecould not
ge heme to XikwEx their familigs in the suburbs. Every-
vedy eould join wheo wogld éLey the orders of the moat'
eonpetent in the group. Ybu have to understand thet
up to about vovember 9th everrbody was reliable. The
go-called wgift. column" ywhich wae o}génized by the AVO
ond the Bussicus 85 thelr mest reliable neips now did
pot dare to join the fighiing sroups. After all, they
would mo% have dared .1;0 ghoeot at the teomrades” and we were
watehing very oarelfully Zor wha! was the ammunition
used by our colleaguéFG

(6d) Since further existsnce of the group was imposeible,
44 soattered and ﬂas-abqorbed by the every-day life
oecupation of thi city. (Lahetéilenﬁlés folytéan
r61esivbatunik). |

(6e) i ge not want to answer this. It will be the duty of
historio reseaxrch to find it out.

(6£) 1t vas strict ajsciplinve.
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Ueually, somebody who nad been to the war and had
gufficient skill and experience. -

The same. ¢

Tverybody 1istened to the expeﬂnggg@.peOple.

In my sase, We had a security servite »rganized for

four ctreet blocks. Ve had’ maintained ‘connection through

o figher-man on tne' Danube with our fyriends in the

ganz factory on the Buda sid¥i- ‘From them we learned

always exactly the muvemenﬁs of the Russians.

e only one Was Maléter. He never 1eft iu the lurch
any groups who nave turned b0 him for hely. He never
e¥én asked them who they were. He would attempt the
{mpossible, even risking his own 1ife, put he would
rush to the help of those who needed him. T saw him
twice myself and both times I received;everything from
him I was asking for.

There was an adventurer, former represenxative of the

Smallholders Party. who is known under the name of

Xl)udé.s He was 2 totalitarian No true Hungirian, 0o

student wsnted any comﬁunity with him. He vas ter-
rorizing and 1ooting. He had a2 room for exccutions in
the Szahad Kép office, He was a 1exican-stile "maszek"
revolulionadry. 1 went to see him on Novembor 7th, 1956;
for our plea for urgentlhelp -~ we had been'Bniy three
blocks away from nis group - hié'answer was: "You can

get evarything,.but T 'will send along one of my ad ju-
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tants and you will sign a deelaration to be sent to

the UN, according to which there is no other possible
1eader of the country but Karoly Dudés." The Dudés
group as such has .counted wery 1ittle from the point )(
of wview of the Hungarian=R£uolution. 1t was rather &
wanton group of adventurers. Jt go% 14s surprisingly
up~to-date armaments for vodkﬁ.gﬂpgreat quantities of
cigarettes from the Russian garrison/Székesfehérvér,
which was relieved and immediately entra;ned oa Octo-
ber 29th. |

The only serious differenee of opinion ocurred, according
to my kxnowledge, between the yoOung workers 6f the ngz
Blectricity Works of Buda (there had been 27 Jewish;
technicians among them) and the workers of the Bastern
1a11waw?§f§§§%£in of the Sheet-Iron-Rolling Works of
GsepélaﬁThose of Buda have protested vlghrously cgainst
the excesses of Tevenge. In my opiniom, ¥RE6E of Buda
had been hundred percent right, since murder,as they
pave maintained, is permissible only after 2 legal
examination of the case., On the other hand, it hast to

be kept in mind that the past ten years have wade beasts

ewven out of saints.

" This gquestion could be left out quite reasonably,

because, starting at 9 o'clock October 23rd the entire
Hungariandom - stood up against the Bastern oppressors
as a truly class less gociety.

The same answer.
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The clergys Catholic , calvinist, and Jew,rose to the
summit of its calling. H¥BEY On the .1161i Street in
the block of 1161 Street 56-61-72 I saw with my own
eyes a Rabbi and & Piarist monk to Bive the last rites
and consolation to their dying believers., Perhaps it is
worth to mention that the last fighting groups in the
Buda Castle consisiing of 62 students have been led by
a Pranciscan monk. The Piarist monastery on the Maka-~
rerko Street, fornerly laria Street, has taken in all
wounded and helped everyvody who turned to them up to
November 9th.

Regarding the behavipur of the peasantry, I have to
note that as far :s gzékesfehérvar, which megns that
from about 60km 12dius,each peasant boy came up to
join the fighters. From Dorog on October 26th, 290
IEXY 16-21 yeart.old youngsters came up,'mostly the
gong of miners. They were the first ones to attack the

Party headquariers on the Akadémia Street.

October 24th, on O hour 22minutes has arrived to Buda-
pest the first armoured division from ggzbkesfehérvar,
called in by the government. Adlering to the truth
strictly and objectively, 1 have to say that up to
their relileve on October 29th, only tank was shooting
against taul, not on the people oTr on foot soldiers.
The casualties among the people between October 23rd

and 29th were caused by the AVO and by the units of
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the HEKVD from the Vilm a EKir&lynd Street. After thﬁf
the Mongolian division - from which we received the
firet news October 218t, 4 P+ from Caap L’hnvo taken
over the duty of "restoring. the order®.

.There ts & Hungarian ptovarh which was born during the

last ten years. It says: "Az orosz vajban és pr621iben'é
slitve ¥s oregz marad", whieh means: "You can fry ¥IX a
fuseian 1n butter and bread crumbs, he still remains '
aiﬂnaaian "

(n the Street of the Red Army {formerly 6alled
Jidegkhti Street) was an orphanage for the Eorean
torphans". There were around 250 16-21 years old stu-
damts. Qver 2 hundreﬂ-bf them have been fighting with
simirable diecipline end courage in the groups of the
Ganz Bleotrical Works im Buda,in the KAlmén Sz&ll-
Squure, on Castle-H#ll, and in the Belloiannis and
Oscaka Machine Works in the légyményes area.

Against all rumoutrs to the econtrary, from my own XX E
axperiences I have td state that there were S’ 1ndi;
vidual eases, buf rapo}ts about the defeotion of whola
jroups Or even diyisigﬁs are 1les. |

M Dsteber 27th,-Satu§ﬁay;£he airport of Ferihegy was
surrounded by two battialions of the armoured divigions
stationing at Feh&rvar. All passenger carriers which
could be found in or around PBudapest, were seized and

used for the transport of Soviet officials-to the
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Soviet Unjon. (Swe the 8”p,m. turn of !TI on Ocidbet
27th}. The result of-this operation Yemained unkmnown.
Ope thing is ¢lear: The influence 6f the Soviet offi-
oialdém waé zvero. DeciBion ?nd action was 111':—1:119 hand of

A% the fﬁdbpag not ofutha,officialao

(9) Surﬁrisihgly.eﬁough,through.%hé vhone ,the Hungartan
post,the short wave anateur radio statidns,and-the
motorized news gservico of the university youth/iﬁiﬁﬁﬁ which can

to have been ¢ ; _ be
said/berfect We have kmown abeut everything.

(9af This questlon—for an vnderstandable want of knawledge
of £ the factual situation-is inexnok.It should be put
in tﬁe foilowing_way: What rote was played by the
priﬁteré? Begause journalists, well-informed 4 ourna-
liste; journalists who stood emtirely am the side of
thaﬁ pdpuiar upriding;'gigeénougha The real problen
was that of the printingu The Ppinters ' Union (Sacial
Ehﬁﬁlia?,o Demooratic) has dons #he vimost in zccepting
and punlishing everything whieh c&uld further the cause -
of ihe Revolution._ -

The role of the nmewspaper:s was qnly 1nf6:mative, since
it would have been supezfluous ﬁither t® areate moods
or to give idealogibal d{rectiore, A perfeetly umani-
mous, active populace was expe?ting only the affirma-
tion or refutation of uncartaih rumpurs floating
around, from the newspapers{ We thought of those

“péftszerueﬁ“ edited "pecgonyét silitd" pamphlets, like
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Kis Ujsdg, A Regged, Uj Szabsd Ifjushg, Népakarat,’ %«
etc. by political advenbturers as exaperating phenomena.

There are Pour newspapers which could be regarded as

authentig: Magyar Nemzet .ddlted By Ilbar Petht,

Néphadeereg with the Kossuth coat-of-arms on its mast-
hesd, Hétf#i Hirlap, which was actually & Jlonday paper, ..

but had two extra editions during the Revelution, and
the Igazsbg. Very interesting and objective work was
done by the staff of MTI under the direction 8f the
vise-director KAroly Hudek, who 1s neo more among the
living.

T wonuld 1like to record it emly as a fast that on
November 3rd 3 p.m. I went to the head office of MTI

oﬁ Haphsgy. I received‘for H8%f84 Hirlap the .gomplete
news materis} from October 23rd to November 3rd for
hours and minutes prepared and beund in volumes.

1 was a veporter, thus, | had &ll opportunities at my
disposal.

BBC which hed the only authentls broadcasts; Radio Free
Eurdpe, which has done a brilliant gervioce, especially
to tﬁé fightinglhnita by re-broadcasting the broadcasts
of the secret short-wave radlo-stations:operating in
Hungery. On the other hamd its news =er?1cé énd com-
mentary gannot be called either sober or pelitdcally
gsound and shrewd. The Yoice of America has been gene~
rally 5«6 hours behind the events. I%s commentaries

were also directed rather by enthusiasm than by ob-
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jeetivity. Radic Paris has given mostly nonsense.

Radio Madrid, fortunately noboby believed 1i%.

The Hungarisn Radio from October 27th,in thewags of

events, thvs between the upper and the nether miliwatone

of broad-asting difficulties and situations changing

from minite to minute. It s staff, judging objectively,

has wor<ed with the greatest possible sobriety.

e are eternally indebted to the foreign journalists

camp-ng t;g the Duna-Hotel, especially to the ridicu-

lously young reporter of Herald Tribune, who was at

t1e service of his Hungarian cclleagues every day at

svery hour with coffee, with money, with drinké. and

with reliable news. p

(10) This complex questiocn can be answered clearly and
fectually from October 20th. On that day,it was a
Saturday, at 9 a.m. in the Duna-Hetel I and my col-
lezgues in my company Miklés Gimes, Ivén Boldizsér,
and Péter Csobidy have received the follewing news
from a Hindoo journalist, who just arrived the night
before: "It is something cooking for you in the Krem-
lin.. I have seen many tanks moving in westward direc-
tion between Kiev and Kolomea. I do not know, but I
do notthink that it will be good fpr you." -.
On October 21th, Sunday, we received the
following report from the correspondent of T&tfod

Hirlap in Matészalka, which is only 21 km from Csap,
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the Russian border station: "I have counted up to

1111 the mnotor cars arriving here. Please, answer me
immediatcly! For heaven's sake, what is happening?!"
On the same day, on Ogtober 21at, Sunday 4 p.m. we
received from MTI on the K-line (this was a private
line ,not operated by the.eity's publie phone system,
of whigh each editorial offiee had ene.) The confiden~
tia) and at the same time warning information: "Order
of tae Ministry of Interior: Until further order all -
fuel,explosives, ammunitlon, steriliziung material, and
melicine can be 1ssued only against the signature of
the Minister of Interior and the z=:s% counter-signa-
ture of the linister of Defense."”

This was the time when I have written in my diary the

fallowing words: "Et ne nes inducag in tentationem!"

October 21st, Sunday 8.20 p.m. a phone call-from Shn-
dor Kophcdy, the Chief eof Pplice of Budapest: "I have
received instructions from the h;nistry of Interior to

prevent the gathering of ¢rowds %hen HetvFod Hiﬁgga
come® dut in the evening by using poiioe éﬁdad cars
checking the papers of the peeple and makihg arrests.
fou come out just the sameg, the oprder will not be roe
layed." This wae the first sign of the unreiiability
of the Security organs.

On Oetober 22nd, Monday at 9 a.m. confidential infor-
nation from MTI: "Gerd's wvisit in Belgrade will end
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instead of according the plan wex Wednesday already
Tuesday merning." |
On the same day, on October 22nd at 1.30 p.m. I was in
the Journalists' Jniqﬂ, where S&ndor Horaski, member of
the Preparatory xlommif'tee for the general meeting of
e—electing off'ciale, received a phone c:ll from
Nyiregyhlza - “Séndér, what are you doing again up
there in Budap:st? 2E§i are full here with sware-
mugged (szbgl&tes pbfajh) Mong%%iiﬁs." On thi: news
Géza Losenc y only remarked: "WKAXEX "dicke Lufi", it
would be aavisa’b.‘m 1f we would agfee when and wiere
should we neet, if some‘thing.w&m happen." This ve did
and, as it turned out later, the suggestion was -cally
foresightel.
In the ev;ningﬁ in m home I was greeted by the
AVH lieuilenant, who lived on the first floor: "listr
editor,(he used the "0r" instead of "elvtéré" =comraie)
what do;you say, perhaps I can quit my job."
(I nave been living 1&x legally only sinee Septenber
15th i1 Budapest; I never knew this man, he néverl
greetod me before. Jn faect, I got the creeps when t.is
AVO-rian approached me! Then he disappeared without
trago on the moynilg of 24th, but on November 18th
he came back with his family in all hik glory.)
On October 23rd at 11.30 a.m. I saw off my sister te
the airport on Feriiegy and was given a 1ift Back t
Budapest on the car of the Swiss Commercial Attaché
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and his guest who just arrived from Hoaéow. The guest
was Monsieur Ramone from Iucerne. He turned to the
attaché and as'zod him in Prench,probably thinking that
Ix&i undcra and: "fell me, M. 1 Attaché, do you

aount on it that you might have to leave Budapest soon?
In his surprise the atteché stopped the cair: “That do
you mean?" Arswer: "Within the next daye I see the situa-
tion in Budipest wvery black!"

On Oectober 23rd at 1 p.m. at the Hétfoi Hirley edito~
rial gesrion Ivan Boldizsdr, the chief editor, to the
greatest surprise of all of us, without any intvoduction,
geid thwe following words: "I know that among th) plans
of te colleagues or, maybe, already in your pockets

you nave many exciting and constructive articlen unmas-
kirg the faults of the régime. But I want you ~imis-
tekably under;tood that Hungary's survival depeids on
the inviolabiiity of her treaty of friendship with the
Soviet Union, otherwise she will perish.," (Where did he
know ffom, he never told us.) At 2 p.m. a student dele-
gation from the Technical University appeared at owr
editorial meeting. They ka® handed us 40 exemplars of
their pointe of demands,; which they have lithogranh«d,
and invited us politely for their gilent demorstrat:on
in sympathy and admiration for Poland, which tley hai
planned for 4 o'clock p.m. At 2.30 p.m. MII reports

tie order by LAszld Piros forbidding the demonstration

10 minutes after, we received a phone call from the
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Technlcal. University: "We have not faken notice of i

We are poing to maich. We ask you for participation.”

What has followed is lmown alreauy teco well. T would
1ike to mention only one thing which I have not recd
anwhere: 45 €,30 p. ., when I wus stinding 11 the
crowd before the treadcasting studio, suddeniy I
10ticed that we ggffstnnﬂing and Lrampling on machine
gun cartridges. ““tn this news 1 strugiled out of the
erowd and hurried Ltoward our editorial .ffice. On
Guteﬁberg Square, arked elosely to the mlls of the
nouses,;I found i!ree ampty AVH trucks. have the
suspieion that tase three trueks broug{ the reinforce-
ment for t¥¢ AV( at the Radio and the cuvilian provo-
eateurs. Who have mingled into the crov’. As w> know
exartly. Gerd has vade up his speech alteady in bal-
.rade, but at 6 p.r. he had recorded a nxw text for the
broadcast., At the stre time he gave the crder for the
Tnternal Security Oriwns for setiveadlert, In this con-
neetion, I think 1t 1: important te mentiovn zlso another
fact. According to tle reliable report of Séndor
Eekéte, the foreign oliecy editor of Szaﬁad'ﬂép. the
doctrinaire Party Jcirnalists of that paper on Octo-
ber 23%rd hetwesn 3 frd 4:pam,, received a eonfidential
phone call fror Oszkir Bethlen, the shortly before
removed chief 3ditor, who told them to leasve the edi-

torial office: secrstly and remain at home that day.
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The government took refuge in the atomic bomb secure
shelter of the Central Party Headquarters on Akadémie
Street, which has been wmmk equipped with taleplione,
short-wave breadsesting end yeeeiving s¥ation, and the
perfeat machimery for news gabhering and #he distribus
t{on. Atcording %o aye-witresass there wam were THIXE
food and other provisiots stered up, enough for a large
staff for at least a year. From thls place the régime
triad then through its secret or double-faced agents

to influence or father_to reVprse the course of events.
T would menzion as aﬁ QXample that on the evening of
23rd, dus %0 the urgent demand of the masses,Imre Nagy
was drager:d up to the balcony of the Pérliament and
forced tv deliver his speech by the'dfiver of Gers and
two AVH-men holding their revolvers to his back. Imre
Nagy hne exvellently recognized the seriousness of the
gituaiion and told alreddy in the second hour of the
students' demonstration to his young friend, Miklés
Gimes, who later became his chiéf of press, in his
revnlutionary gnvenﬁent. "Tet us permit/aewfage of the
first/ﬁays to flow past and afterwards with kkx a sound
nzasant head.will start a Bungarian policy in the in-
tarest of the people." No wonder that under the above-
leseribed circumstances his evening speech to the

erowd on Parliament Square was pitifully weak, although
lie hés pronounced all the decisive words: He spoke

of the patience needed, of the unconditional rulé of
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law, and of humanism, which he pronounchd‘wi%h déep
emotion four times during his speech, whiel ‘he dgli—
vered in such impossible eircumstandes and u?derlpuoh
terrific stress, According $o tha:e:oellanil; organized
news service of police chief S&ndor Kopérvay; \mmediste-
ly after his speech Imy® Nagy wae put §nder "gorernment
supervision" in the Central Pariy Headquarters o\ Aka~-
démia Street. From thie moment on during the days of
succeaaive governmant re-organisations, the 11ﬁe a'
Imre Nagy was in/h&nds of Ernd Gerd and Suslovi who
waes in Budapest ‘and thus all his public annhouncement:
which he did because of his trust 4n the future and
becguse of tht-hia‘natural human cynning, in @y opinian
can be held against him only by fools.
@ccordingly} the government has existed only in prin-
ciple and in the Radio uﬁnouncements « £hw in the
reality the governmant ceased to exist,
The Party organisations? What a miraclb what a wonder-
ful experience! In the morning of Odtober 24th there
was no more a Hungarian Workers' Party. Those who have
contimed to work according to the Party 1line (phrt-
BzerUen) had been excellently paid and willing for
everything,AVH Mosvowite agents, who had been clam-
moring together with the erowd ,only by dropping some
remarks,have been doing  their job of contamination.
T witnessed the liquidation of three such acrid remarks
dropping fellows; one in the beer hall Apoatolok..one
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4n the BudavAr café-house in Buda, and ona Sa the Gul
Babe restaurant at the Buda baaphhnad of Hhrgithiﬁ.
In the pogkets of all three of @hem/dgcuhents apd
money which have betrayad tlair oceupation. |
The Party opganisation and the Party n.n aervtu hin
collapsed immediately. The AIX tAllami'ﬂiltnﬁribgi
Kézpont) has ceaseld immediately. The snprern'Pa;Ly
direction fmom Akadémie Sfrnet has ceared. There was
no more ministry or offige working. The vole of the
government and of the 1@st1tutiona were tiken over by
spontaneous self-help frem the part of the Wungariams,
and by military meastree from the part of the Soviets.
On the third day the Party_heaﬁquarters'everyWAere.haﬂ
been yawning from emptiness, tho functionaries (ould
not be found, and 25 % of the officiala‘hﬁd-b?en.anly
too happy to surrender eveﬁ the mosat confﬁdentialand
not yet burmt files. .
Abqut the blae-police everything was told above, If
somebody apeakd about antﬂare§oiut oﬁary activitilof
the blue police, he probabiy does ﬁot Tnow tha% 6n the
25th the AVH has attacked with arms. thb headquarter:
of the blue police and has looted its garderoba in |
order to get some uniforms for its own use. The poliece
force of the régime consisted of Russian tanks those
days.
The army has ceased to exist. Partly it dissolved and
a part of it joined the Revolution, another part went
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home, while many troops have baeen through the disar-
ming action of the Russians,closed 1n 1o their barracks
and held virtually as prieoners.

gee under (10).

The hcal oounoﬂ. - they made big fireu nnd have béen
burndag. !hay bad been happy that they could reduca to
ashes and thus dgstroy without trace ¥he immense masses
of their backlog papers. '

pieture on
This was the kiomkyunxuf the Tth day ot ithe papular

uprising, when only very few of. the best-iuformed A:ha:
J4nos Kadér and Ferenc Hli.tmiqh, two members ef the
provisional government have fled to Loscow together
with 33d. Sualov.

The churchos,aftor tha ten years long qspreasa.on “with
1dttle informed an naive endhysiasm, st.rted out for =
missionary campaign. It has ta bet o1 ¢ their credit
that the queation-of the loat chureh pyejerties was
not even mentioned. ¥ X All pfias,té of wery denomi~
mtion, who dared to move - mireculously there were
usually the older ones who did - have behated worthy
of their sublime tgqati.on.

This - question was f_om:.q.ted‘without $he f£.ctuzl
¥nowledge of the .aitu_latio.n. because we goulé say that
they nave used the drivers of the transportaiion ser-
vice, the persomnel of fhe MAV (The State .Railways of
Hungary), the post-office or the blue police; but this

was not the use of an organisation to further their
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own ends, dut the simple fact that aaoh.thgérian has
worked far all the other Huwgarlans.

Embrionic Party organisatioms im the majority with
advepturers of the Panche ¥ille,atyde; a fratearntl
union of pelitticel prisunm was eweated (Polftilmi
Faglyek Badthrsi Szivetsége), whith has haen prebedly
most active in saving people. The others have been
phantasies walking In the glouds whioh m $he firet
shot on November 4th havebeen, quite nstuvrally, dis-
golving in the air (this is gtriectly my persenal
opinion).

The Workers' Councils,as later events haveée proved, have
Yeen the successful examplea of the hard work done by
the Soviet-Communist agents smuggled inte our midst.

The fundamental intultior of the wbrkers was the estab-
1ishment of trade union councils, with other words, the
defense of their ;nterests and not an organ of direct-
ing the production. Their good intentiéns and pre-
parednesshﬁxg been thwarted by the independent thoughts
killing effects of the.laat.ten years, which made easy
way for “¥u demagogy. About the guestion whe has run
them, only so much: He who dared.

See (3um).

The Revolution can never be forgotten. Of 1ts useful-

" ness I was convinced by the radical change of world
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opinion §uring $he last 7 months and also Hy thﬁ an-
tellectual flouricaing of the great majori®y of the
Hangarlan youth, which have escasped and fqund new
warking greunds In Burepe and ebread. lht tho weat
useful was procably en thsat ewgount ®ha® 1P bag {isally
dsetroyed al! credits of the fairy<tale whish has ‘
preaghed up to now the possibiltty of the realization
of the Comrinist dgal, !
The Revolvtion could have won, if the West would have
exchanged its ten years' propagenda faor hard euirencj.
instead of remaining b; empty words.
We have expected help from the West, first of all,on
the grounds of the foumding doeument of the UNJ/ Se-
condly, on the grounds of the ennouragementa which have -
beer begun after the 20th Party Congress and which
we:e taken at/ﬁgg; vﬁlue«by the Hungariang with good
fa.th. (Not only Radio ¥ree Europe and Voice of America,
it even BBC has sent us messages that they are waiting
nnly for our initiative, everything else would follow
automatically.)
The reﬂaon why the Revolution efupte& in Hungary, lies
in the fact that among the satellite coﬁntries. Hungary
is th: only country whose population - because of its
Bpiritﬁal endowments and on genetic grounds - could
nevrr have any community with the Panslavie dream;,
formlated by Lenin. And another fact, ﬁhy Hungary

v@s the country which has given to Communism the lie
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: |
by fire and blood, is the fact that from the Mungarian
psyche you can tefe away ev{rything. only 1ta;
fundamental eharicter,its bQ}ief in God ~ neer. He
would eithsr di:l%ﬁit or I#znxxhinxxxnxxxx; would win
fhxat 1t back by fighting for 1t. |
Imre Nagy wa, & cleven welleeducated, man with the Hon-
garian.peasr:t'e?aober and deep wisdom. However, because
of his unfortunaie eiroumstances in his eardy agé, he
received hin political #ralning from the false sohodi.
He admitied = hie shartcomings to his clesest friends
in 194¢ and saig tle following: "I must start to make
seriovs efforts 1o learn more aboﬁt the European
histoy and political economy.” As a leader he had only
one dceisive fault; he was never driven by desire for
powex. He was a Hunjarian peasant, whﬁ wanted to live

in p:2ce. This deficienoy in his mentality was the

greitest ebstrele fo: him #o exort his 4nfluence active-

. 1y In the direction which #e saw so clearly to be the

1ight one. Regardin; his r&le during the Revolution,
t was a pity that e was rather a phllosopher and
instend of giviﬁg orders, he was inc;ineé to meditete
over ind harmonizo things. In.order to be fair to him
I would like to zsk whether any othp£-Eur0pean poli~
ticiar, who when unexpectedly aqueeéed into the vise
of frvm one hand i spontaneously erupting

natirnal protesf, and on tae o{her hand of a satani-

call; perfectly ¢rganized ind with a hundred times
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grester potential fc')rco'of a great powsy, could be
either wiser or wore audcaasfﬁl. Inre Nagy Wwas only

a man and the task which he was expecéed tg verform
would have owert:xed the caricitisa of e super-man of
the atomic age. And finally, it should be not fer-
gotten, but understecd, thi¢ as atich as 4¢ was nee-
pared from the part of the Sov‘ieta.a.s/ﬂ'ogas uripre nametl
and unexpected from the pur¥ of the Hunga;ims -~ the
Revolution. And Imre Hag& was only one man with a
very limited circle of friends oonsisting of about

14 people only, wh’ch cou].ii not be called even a number
in regard to the ‘remendons tesk of reorganisation of
the state, especially umd:r sueh ¢irqumstanges. There
was a wise sayirg in Budzpest on November 14th: "Imre
Nagy was similer to that »éliable ship ﬁoy who was
conscientiously polishirng dhe door hendle while the
ship was sinling." |

Actually on’y two: Malbter and S&ndor Kophesey, the
chief of p'lice, trained in Mostow.

I cannot estabiish any order of prefe#ence, It is
without .oubt, that the writers have etarted. T
erupted at.themTéchnical University and has éarriéd
along ‘hen unanimously the whole Hﬁngérian gociety.
Perha & X¥OEX my personal e#perience of that day,as
aarua'spaperlx;eportery will show what I mean. On Novem-

ber 23rd 4 p.m. the students started their march.

Aleady some older intellectuals and many workers
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who just aame from their jobs have jeimed them. The
fiyst fleg waulburnt by the saldiers of ¥he Bam
barracka._Ths same have gtven the first maclyine guns
tQ the studmts around. 8 p.m. RUENEKEEE, when the
datter, KIASREHNS (X coming froa Whe ydie
Station, fg:ne,a&epd. forﬂillee l&ﬂ!‘ typck u-r!'nd bo‘
Csepel with engtneer stwdeps,aho mnd been ’no‘!n!as
there and wikh the news shouted fréw the ®ap that for
ten o%clock the Red Cgepel LVorss Osepel) wiil be here.

A% 10.30 p.m. before the Bastern railread station in

sLrtey

per’ect order and armour axfmpy the four student com-
panjes of the Mexiko Street Spldiers' Academy marched
forvard under the leadership of their offieers.

All jirresponsible alements,éccording to the well-known
psychology of every Rrevolution, have been there. How-
ever, it is extremely interesting how the mgod of the
public hae restrained all 1rreaponaibilit;;to Novem=
ber 4th., This was really mirécﬁloué, 0f couree, I am
speaking here about common crimes, eince political
irresponsibility, as e.g. the founding of ephemeral
parties,has béen mushrooming., On the o%hsr hand there
was a generdl sober attitude toward them which could
be expressed with the follewing words: Let them spend
the fury of their ambition. The future leadership would
have, undoubtedly fallen into the handes of the excel-

lently organizing,serious intelligentsia.
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Yos. Only one thing was net epticipated by any of the
middle-aged Hungarieh intellectuale; namely that axaotly
that teobnical -youyh which wes pawpered above any gound
ueasure by the wégime, thath" would sSart 1t snd,

" as they have dfscleaed amd nroveld M!u loe Tow l.n.

€hey had behind them adeady an 81uoudh‘ )qn.»ihoibalil-
geoing orgenisational prepirttiog.

On December 9th, %; the early morning of Sunday,at 4.30,
when the wife of Mikl&e Gimes called me on the phong

and gave me the lagt messnage from her husbgud for ne,
which he entrusted to her in the last moment, when the
car of the militia stopped befome his house: "You

should leave immediately and you should writte the beok."
My decision was motivated by the fact that I could not
see any reason,why should I perish silently after I~
have 1ive§ through those horrible ten years, of which for
4 1/2 1 was not even a fréec man.

I have net discussed my declslon with anybody, Because
by this tiﬁe already tha demoralizing fear has taken
over agaih the country and again notuﬂy cauld be
trusted.

I have thought of another alternative too, namely that

I would disappear in the Hungarian forests with the

help of my Hungerian colleagues, but already on the
second day I had to discover that,because of quite

understandable reasons, nobody dared tq hide me.
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I am a Cerest englmeer. L vecelved my degree from the
Sehool of Porestry of Sopren/%g37. At the same timg,

1n Beptember 1936, the parlamentary representatiyve

of the city of Sopron, Mikiés Lézar, who was the chief
editor of the lenday pesper A lonel, hae imvited o &
he a tredgee with his newapepeze From @hat on I lesuod
how to write in the newspsper agd aftar 1958, when 1

had absolved the one year obligatory practige in

ferestry, journalisu became my second vacatien.

Up to 1944 I have changed eeveral times my occupetion
from forestry to journalism and back. From December
1345, I secame the cditor of the report column in
5zabad S$zb, a Peasant Party newspaper. As a non-Party
nember . was dismissed on April 1st, 1948 by a Party
regolution. On May &th the political police has arrested
me, ho"ever,/lée“i;a?f?ee after 6 months, but was obliged
to reprt rvegularly during a three years period. I was
put on the 3000 1list; fhaﬂ mea.n!t that I could not make
more than 00 forints a ménth a:ihd that bnly b.y manual
work and o1ly with a state-ownelﬂ ct")rporation (it was
called the 3000 1ist, because first 3000 intellectuals
had been “rescribed as to b;a scl?_‘eened"o Eaeh company XX%
had this list and if somebody riaported for job with
his wor-.ng permit, they could check on him. In order
that noiy eould escape from the consaquences of this

regulasion by changing his name, the job application
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form contained a question asking where was the person
registered on April 1s%, 1948, namely his address from
thot time has been recorded en the 3000 ldst %060.)
From ﬁeoeﬁber 1st, 194€ up te SEFIEEFEF Seplember 1%th
9949, I was at the Ornithblogiéai Experimental Insti-
tute of GOAS11E -~ sub titulo bird-keeper - in reality
the director of the Institute. From September 15th,
1949‘to iareh 1950, I was labourer at the Coal & Fur-
niture Transport & Moving Corporation et the Seuth
railroad station of Budapest. From the end of March
1950 up to February 1951, I was working for the MEH
(M&11ktermék és Hulladdk Ertékesits), which was a
By-preducts and Refuse'Disposal Co~operative, s oceol-
lector of rags with a 1ittle carty; From March 1951 %o
May 1951 I was working as surface man at the MAV, the
Hungarian State Railways,Il. Rolling Building Direction.
From May 1951 to September 15th ﬁ951 I was working for
SzthlinvAros XII., Chief Building Direction as a
concrete and iron carrier. From September 20th 1951

to the end of Pebruary 1952, I was a swine~herd at fhe
Parker Producer Cornoration of Baracs, and afterwards
up to May 30th, at the Porker Pro&ucer_Corporation of
Bsleske. From July 1st 1952 to April 1953 I was a
truck driver at the VArpalota 31 /2 Town Building Cor-
poration. From lMay 1st 195% to September 15th 1954

1 was 8 soil-mechanical driller at the Power-Line and

Cable-Laying, Plenning and Exécuting Co. From October



NO.442 A" INTERVIEV  SECTION "w® LL p.34

1954 t6 January 10th 1955, I was hiding in tetal

 {1legality. On Augnmst 10th 1956, I have reoeiwed a
@all for rehabilitat15n énd on Septeaber Tat I was
offered a oontradt to Hétfod Hirlaﬁ, t¢ 8diteyr which
» hatve. accepled. _" |

(2a) @88 (2).

(2e) See {2).

(2f) I have te state it quite objectively that t.e plane
worked ou? at the desks of the Parl'ty withgu?® ®actual
kmowledge have been irrealistic and impessible to
execute. The experts, and I mean the real technizal
or financial experts, had only all the responsibil' iy
but without amy directing and commanding powers.
During those years, when I h&ve been working at so
many different places, there was notone company in my
experience which would not have at the time of the
year's end balancing at lemst 80 % deficlt. The poli-
ticael terror, the fear from the AVH, and the unimagi-
nably wide power given to the Party functionaries at
companies has silenced every serious critic and spon-
ganeous readiness to help. Even workers with the best
kader-cards have become cbmpletely indifferent and
would execute without any contradiction the most evi-
dent stupidities with the remark: "It's not my busi-

ness, it's not my responsibility, why should I argue.”
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Let us take my job at the Dunai Vasmii, that means
Danubian Iron Works, in Dunapentele. The plant was
called later Szthlin Vasmii and the town S#alinvéros.

I was there a concrete and iron carrier brigade worker.
How did I like it? I was glad that I caquld find a job:
at a2ll, no uat&ggéqhat kind of a feb and where.

The technicnl IXIEIX (and I ehould know a 1ittle bit
about it, afterall, I am nyself an engineer), even 1if
we take the 1949 situalion for comparison, has been
sinking catastrophically. The reason: Prescribed time
limits, the %ask wage systen, worlk gompetition, amd
the fo:ced vace of work whieh was never Judged or remu-

nevated necording tc the quality of the output, but

only ac:ording to q.antity. An example: The construction

ferro

of é Ehowx: concrete shell according to a ready

draft with the statically calculited hooking 6f round
irons, the framings, and wirings vould take by a con-
struction with 4 m height and 40 tons supvporting power,
when performed by three skilled construction workers

with reinforced concrete, who would (o a quiek and

“trim, but conscientious and thourough job, at least

6 hours. The norm for this job was set in Sztldlinvaros
at three and a half hours. Aé a result of this, at the
first normal loading the Foundry's bogie-track crumbled
like a house of cards.

Another example: To Szt&AlinvéAros arrived the Belloi-
annis stakhanovite speed-up bricklaying shoeck-brigade
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one day and to show us an example the; have carried up
a 240 qm wall on 47 gm territory in thvee. days; each
of them making 2900 forints. There was great celebra-
tion, wreaths,and medals .~ and then they. left. The
_second night after their departure, the entire
wall together with the concrete ceiling rut up already
has collapsed. ‘
Hygienie conditions? Yes, there was everythiig there -
on paper. The reality was something entirely different:-
Bad water, impossible housing conditions, only one
warm-water shower room with 45 sprinklers. for a sut
2000 people, latrines, mess~tins with one spoon, and
unbelievable filth throughout the territory.of tle
entire construction. Anybody who could Ei%lgda plaz: to
live in the surrounding wvillages,from where we weli
work Yy using the very well-organized trueck trantnor-
tation service-
Generally < hours a day-
8 hours, but at the transpértation, where I was wor:ing,
if a wageon arrived,and it usually did arrive; our
work-time was prolounged for 11-14 hours,
5 1/2 days. Saturday we quit working at 1 p.m.
Overtine was paid within the task wage system, which
meant that e.g., if we had to carry material which
was Jiffiecult to transport often we made less by

working 14 -hours than other times with € hours work.

~ Sunday and the holidays of the Communist state.
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After each fulfilled month one day.

Tt qiffered cccording to the different jobg. The manage-
ment and the intellectual workers have recaived usually
24-30 days vacation, according 40 their collective con-
tracts. g

Teterness at the second time was punished by fines;
absenteeism, at the first time,was puniehed by deduc-
¢ion from the salary, at the second time, by dismissal.
The norm system was always shanging, mainly tecause the
normés hes received a premium 1f he was able tc¢ cut
down the norm . I% was carried out at the start by
great éenthusiastid speeches during the evening meetings
and, at the end, by diminished - figures on the
pay-roll.

The brigades leaders, wha were called the state slave
drivers (41lami hajesérak), were paid better, and if
this did not work, a few workers were taken away by
ths:AVHm just to give a little incentive to the re-
neining for more enthusiastic work.

I possessed working papers, which meant that T could

live in a relative security.

The majority of them had been peasants fleeing the
lend because of the hardships of collectivisations.
There were also many bume, who have not been rooted
anywhers and who have not had anything byt the little
bundle they carried with themselves. Besides, there
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were grrat many déelassé. Intelleectuals.
(4v) Within a brigaﬁe,which contained about from 14~16 men,
_there was usually good co-operatien, 3f for nothing !
elss simply because of the instinctively felt existen-
ti41 imperative. Besldee this we have net been commu-
njeating with others. Everybody was ufrald ef everybedy.
fe have net even seen our superiors, ‘they never left
their offices, only the Parly secretlary and the popu-
lar eduentors. ’

(4c) Everybody was happy, if he could go home after work.
Praternisation was only in the pubs.

(49) Ewerybedy was speaking everywhere and all the time
about pelitical questions, but the true epimions you
coyld hear only in the pubs..

{(4e) Party members had the oppof%ﬁnity of getlting ahead.
Outside the Party there wae none.

(4f) In no way.

(41) There was a%shop triangle*,'hecauae the Party members
héd to be placed into good paying jobs.

(44) Up 26 1955, nen-Party speeialists could at the most
work in théir own 1line, but wifthaut the possibility,
Mutiakkbaet 0f recognition and getting ahead. Besides,
ke was subjected to the ddreection of a syperior, who
usually has not had any other quelificatien hesldes
being a Partj member. Thies man weuld heed sometimes
+he adviee from the speclalist, but mdre often not.

] nt
(41) Only the political /sl interfered with the operations.
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On this ‘see also under (3d).

From 1955, wren the banlcruptny of the' sta®e economy
begeme appayent and parﬁly because of Imre Nagy's
pﬁl:lcy,'bhef had been forwed fer more seber considera~
tions. On)y in two. places there was no disorimination
and the sreatest possibilities were offered for a good
job for everybody, namely at the so-called "rejtjeles”
code jobs of the army and the AVH. In those places

opne nmistake could cost somebody's life. The -best 25;..-‘;.-“;;,31"'.'-.
specialists were selected after careful examination
and infermation, who theun were given the alternative:
“‘ﬁthei‘ you work for us amd you recéivq s0 and so much
szlary from us, or accidentally your file will come
{nto our hands,"

Iﬁ' -priveiple the sons of workers, ‘peasants, and"pro-
gressiva" intellaectuals. In practice, everybody who
has at:gep'bed,, professed and preached the dialectically
changing ‘views ‘of the Party and took upon himself the
nece jsary “confidantial" works oonnected with it and
d1d Aot have amy inhibitions caused by humanist feeling
or oy his aonscilence.

Se: tnder (4n).

Tre director 6f the personal offige wab usually a

Pirty man with/%ce-llﬁloid.“' Party book, which was

issued only to members of the AVH. There were every-
shere builk-in AVO informers, if not professional, then
informers recruted by intimidation and money. They
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belonged usually te the type three of Studdard, name-
1y they were sly,ready toc everything, oity
lumpen-prolatariate. They usually had ne Waltanschau=~
ung, education; or a salid trade. (The great number

of this type could bhe asc?ibed to the last 40 years

of Hunmgarian political life. I mean that complete
deafness and blindness of the last 40 years & even
those smacked of Communism in the eyes aof the officials
who tried %o imprawve the &ituation of the masses on
the ground of justice and Christian humsnity.) The
aetivities of these people have beem very interesting.
We called them tha "besurranbk", the smneakers. They
raﬁaed their heals everywhere, had a well~organised
circle of friends,; had unlimited amounts of money

and drinks at their disposal.

Let me give one examples At the Chief Building Direc-
tion XII. of Sztélinvéres, the room of the personnel
department was always empty. During the Sztélinvéros
purge;in.SeptémBer 1951, which was carried out against
inimical elementaﬁ%.r%%t tggxeb%%% %10131‘3 .of the
porsonnel office. One was = a driver, whe was always
21l around the place; the second a waitress in the
canteenf and the third a sandwieh man, who has carried
a little portable buffet hanging from his neck, all
day long among us. These three have haen;ﬁlWaya
carrying gossips and speaking confidentially with the

workers and you can imagine what a painful surprise
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this digcovery was for-all of us.

It was a form of hidden slavery. One ¢ould not quit,
only gould be dismigsed. If he dared te quite despite,
his workebook was marked with 'the words: "He left withe
out authorisation"; whigh meant that for 6 months he
could have been given Job only by the O0ffice of Labour
Reserves.

The 3000 list has caught up with me ewverywhere very
shartly. Therefore, as & sneaked-in enemy, I could

qui?® "with eonsent".

I would have returned to my original Jeb, fowvestry
engineering, because if would have been impossible for

. me to write newspapers and especially because the only

closed gommunity, where ona cguld live seecurely, was
the soclety of the }oresterso

I did not have any chances tp get ahead.

After 1950 there was ouly onme wish shared by any nor-
mal Hungarjen: "To keep altve and to survive."

I would like to have a one—room—andfa-kitchen-wooden
house, lxxhzngx!nktuixxutthx!hizhxiynnuii gsomewhere
deep im the forests, a cheap vehigle with which I |
could keep up contact with the world, md I weuld try
to replece my lost library aad finish my research on
wild biology and in my free time I would write.
Nothing. I was well enough informed about the Western

mentality.
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I have lost my family.

For this you f£imm find the answer in my previous answers.

In 1947, first eaclass editorial salary: 2.100 forints.
Between 1948 and 1955, 600 forints. I was not permitted

4o have more than 600 forints salary monthly.

| Before Imre Nagy and after Imre Nagy, without exaggera-

tion, at least 10-12 hours weekly. I% has differed very
greatly. Sometimes we had ¢o stand in line for rice,
although Eungary'u rice production was-at least 1 1/2
times as much as the eonsumption; other times for
toilet paper, for shoe polish, for cheese; for bread,
and often for nilk. It was a gommon occurrence that
you aould ne? get any eggs, although before the Com-
munist régiue eame into power in 1947, which was 2 1/2
years after the end of the Second World VWar, Karoly
Barényos, the lMinister of Agriculture, had announced
that the production of the first-class, export-ready
eggs had already surpassed the production of 1938,
when Hungafy was abundant'in agricultural goods and
hai exported great quantities of it.

Pﬁblic supply with consumer goods was dislectioal.
vith staté permission or rather follwing the order

of the state economical authorities, the BSacalled

scarcity-goods could be bought only in compulsory
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linked buying, with other words, Wou ‘had to buy- with 1t _
a certain amount of surplus goodeﬂ In the villagea,

from one day to the other disappéared the most neceaaary
goods, e.g. horseahoe-naila, poeket-knivea, lamp
batteries, cooking oil, scythes, _nalls, and kerosene.
The reason for this was the ao-cailed Central Economic'
Planning, with such people at the top who had not the :

slightest . == ability of supervision and coordlnation,'¢
: the shops were th

;e.g. in Pécs in March 1953, xmnﬁmgtmnnx stocked/§§ about

5 waggons fXXYof workers' overalls unsold. In Tolna,
not far away, at the same time in the stores you could
get the same overalls, which would have cost only |
17 forints in officiallprice, for -64-85 forints taken i
from under the counter, that means illggally.

The black market was a buying opportunity only for
people in well-paid jobs. People like me could only = . :
buy in the state—&pérated shops whatever there was I

there and what one could afford.

From June 1954 to March ﬂ955, at once there was again

éverything available. This was the only change.

I have no opinion about this, because there was no eco-
nomic iife in Hungary. There was only planned economy
in the Communist senge. In my opinion, you can speak of
economic life only there where the work and the pro-

duction , the wage and price, and the human profit is
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from thelpéinL of the individual intelligent and‘pro—
gressive. In-tha';ystem of 8tate Capltalism all thise
loses aanae,'ééoréﬁbdy becaomes official}, nebhedy has
anything to-call ﬁih owﬁ,'haa not a veeted interest

in anything, but is interested only in keeping hie
salary smd to éteal as much 28 he could without getting
intoe trouble. (There were aomehgggggggéeexceptions to
thig, but those had been quiskly eliminated in a true
Party manner. )

There was no economie life, there was only ‘the doctrines
of materialism runhing amok. Fven to ask a question
about the progress and evolution betrays = lagk of
factual knowledse about the real situstiom. 1f somebody
can take a8 & progress Sztélinviros of the conbine of
Borsbd or Berente or Tiézalafg or even Tiszapalkonya,
where in a 100 km radius ther: is no cQaL but that

did no't prevent them to build theré a power statiom,
then we can sbe clearly {hé truith pronounced by the
Swiss économief,_Jungt "The Rusnien-type Coummunism,

due %o its mieinﬁarproteﬁ materialism could be‘compare&
to the greatest curse df contemporary humanity, namely
to the senseless cellibuilding work competition of
caneer."

The same as I have said about the present situation

of the Hungarilan refugees. A brutally mutilated

oouﬁtry was entrusted to a soclal gstratum which had

personal friendly ties with the Great Powers. Every-
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thing was promised, but enly 10 % of the promises was
cashed, The evenomie situatian before 1941 leoked fine
in the show windows, but inm the reality only 30 % of the
popvlation 'have lived a human 1ife according to the
Eur)pean stanaafda, 70 % were just vegetating. The,
gi‘vation of this majority differed from to~day's
situation only in se far that earlier the_individual:
had his right ef self-determination and the result of
his work was his awm. Therefore life had a sense.
Between 1945 and llay 1948, in a relatively democratie
state of uffairs, the country has started out in the
path of e remarkable progresaa-There was plenty of
inttiative and pleaty of opportunity to earn. After

the 1948 change of régime, the ecaonomic life deterio-
rated te such an extent that Tinally it brought about
the Revolution.

Yes, I heard about discussions. Bui in this connection
we have to keeyp in mind that the question of production
of the salellite states was a Soviet economic question.
This mas handled indapendently from other questionsg,
which, acca?ﬂing to the Saviet definltiom would fall
under the catflegory "nationality" questions. The govern-
ments of the satellite countries, in the first plage
the Hungarian, Bulgarian,and Rumanian governments,

had been composed of Moscow-trained persomnel, who

had been actually Soviet officials, who,except their
knowledge of the.language, had been complete strangers
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%o the coun*ry in their power. If there was any dia~-
cuesioJ about ‘production and cnneumer goods, There was
only a wiaely Loleratéd Potemkin discusagion. Every plant,
evey Beotor of pyeduction, npt 8penly but 4n fact,
direoted by the ‘strietest terror, was working agecording
to the plang of lMoscow's jnterests. The beat charao-
terization of these cauntfias is that they had been
both in view of  work prower and also of praduction
capacity only éolonies of the Seviet Union, pushed
jato the utmost limit of dependency. Providing the = -
qduntry with the necessary consumer goods was entirely
indifferent. The most fmportant job ¢f the AVH was to
discover these accumulating phenomena whieh could
eventuaily hinder the execution of-thé-plans of Moscow.
If there were such phenomena. urgent promises were
méde for more production of supplying the sgarcity
goods and the raising of the 1iving_stané.arﬂ°
If the treasury of the state, inclusive the Party,
has been empty, following Lenin's NEP doctrine, they
left freer play to private initiative. It 4s Snly
natural that the sole fact of the possibility of pri-
vate properdty and the greadt driving ferse of the- for-
mula:" I am working for myself" hes accumulated in a
short time quite a considerable capttal, if you take
the whole community of the maszek people. Then the
Secret Service was set to work to discover the capital

in private hands, whereupon the state strueck down and
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nationallzed it. In the last twe years only the stupid
and the idealists had taken ¥%he raszek fate upon them-
selves.

In i956, kmowing the mood of the people, but only
pertially (end as all partial kmowledge becomes totally
wrong when generalized) and under the influence of
Polish and Jugoslav examples,/;g:% loosened up the
spiritual and aconomical terrcr., In the leading posi-
tions people who‘had also the right of giving signa-
tares on deeisions affecting otler people's life,

cou’d make lot:¢ of money and feeling the new mood

" (rccording to m: personal feeling also because of Party

iirectives to tlat effect) became mollified and more
generous. Individually, I was living in illegality

and in spite of this 1act I was able te work different
interesting and serious work at the Radioc aand with
different papers and even at the Seientific Instifute
of Forestry, so that betlween March and September 15th
I mede & monthly average of 3000-3500 forints, which

amount wae carried unaxr different items din the

| boock=keeping of the above~menticned_emploxers, During

this ahort;period, ag vie have learned from documents
which came into our hands between Octiher 29th and
November 2nd, the AVH had strict orders, which have
directed its work to be concentrated mainly on the
informptive activities and only the minimum admipistra-

tive activities were expected.
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In the dlder gereration of the workers, who had seen
baetter day, have been decisive. Also from the point of
view of the y)ing intellactuals. The older intellectuals
and the youmer generation of workers, on the other
hand, have sured very little about material things
outside of “he ﬁost basic needs. The greatest gomplaint
was, first of all,lthe great fear and total insecurity
of l1life. N?body knew vhen and why would he be ligui-
dated.

Mater.2l questioné had the most 1ecisive importance

for ‘he mothers of famllies. The WOuan could net stand
any longer the hardships of every day life,the little
peany worries; and the women had been for g0 % of

the Hungarian society indirectly the greatest ,swer of

influenge.
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(t) Four years of eigmentaré sehool, 8 ysars of gymnasium,
and 4 years of School of Forestry Engineefing_ In
addition I had absolfad/'h_o- %aﬁtsiitﬁt%f%?moigwnt at
and réceived a doctor degree. |
(1a) From 1920 to 1936 plus two years.
{1b) I went %o public school for the 4 years of elementary - _
gchool, then I have absolved the 8 years bf the HRE- gymna-
-sium at Kalocsa in thé school oY the Jesuif Fathers.

(1e) T wanted to become a forester.
(2+3) Not applicable.

(4) The first goal was the ﬁnconditional deparﬁméntalisation.
They needed specialists with Elinkere. They had before
their eyes the old formula for rulingi.“Divide and
impera"™. In this connection I would like ¥a mentien
something unbelievable for Westernm ears; namely that
gtudents enrelled at the university, not only had all
their courses strictly prescribed, but they were not
allowed to attend any ofher lectuve, which they might
have been interested in) .There was ne such a thing
as choosing an optibnal subjeet or course; .and if the
student was canght in trespassing his strictly defined
territory and attending a lecture belonging to snother
sphere, he was not only severely reprimended for his
unwarranted interest, but in some pases was thrown

out from the university altogether.
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The atcent was on the unconditiénal inobulation of
Marxism-Leninism. | '

10 years ®s not enough to reach the dasired goal, mostly
you s+ill have there theﬁparenﬁﬁ, who gwew ﬁp and were
eduoargd.unﬂar a different soclal system.

The greétnst fault. of the régiﬁs, from the point of
view of ifts interest, was thg deﬁloraﬁls éalary-of the
teachers and profesaore..The.Hungérian prdfessbrs and
teachers hove done dverything out of fear, but nothing
out of eorviction. The béhaviour of the pupils depended
almost entirely Eﬁxtheir home education, where the -
mothers with straight and sober thinking were in majo-
rity. But in my opinion, ¢hildren, in any case, cannot be
educated by dialectics, because the child's st Test
is most 1ogical.

They loved thé class autonomy, because within itd frame
they could tell their opinion to their teachers and
this opinion was in irnumerable cases very pai@%ul.

On the other hand the study eompetitions were intensely
dialiked begause the Judging of th# results depended
JUh the quentity of the kmowledge ¥hich fell imto the
category of the Party line.("pirtszeri ismeretek")

In line with the steady changes in the imterests of
the state and the Party, the aspects of education were

changing too.
The youth is not different, only due to the circum-
stances, it is frighteningly more experienced and
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mqre Tealinstic.

See (4g).

To become a Communist,in the Soviet interpretation of
this wovd, &s purely a matter of charactér. For a short
time, maybe for 4-5 years, somebody ¢ould be seduced,
but to convince him would be possible only by facts.
Now, i1 4-5 years anyone will discever that the facts
are sianding diametrically oppesite to the thesis of

Gommquism.

My father died 1932. Up to 1919 he was chief captain
of tle border guard of the Austrian-Hungarian monarchy.
After that, up to 1926, he was under-secretary of state

in the Hinistry of Interior

'We were living as human beings.

Five.

Three brothers, all alive.

It was 10t possible for me to live Eogether with them.
Only fer my disadvantage.

I was mérried. .

My.wife, thanks %o her knowle@gelof laﬁguageay was able
tg do translations for the Foreign Tourism Company.
From 1943.

Vy wife and my qh1ld died on November 4th.

(7-13) Not applicabdble.
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We lived in constant fear and anxiety for each other,
Just as a ship-w}eckai white éamily would ljve in the
midst of canaibals.

We did everything for each other what was possible

Thousands aad thousands of families have lived like this.

I trisd to meet a momber of my family.
I di¢ not have the right of free movement, and actually
I co2ld travel to Budapest only with permit.

It is not a Hungarian, it is a general European pheno-
menon. Due to the realistic matter of fact approach of
the women and,at the same time, am® the often fearfully
idealistic approach of the men, the crisis of the family

" is the rame in Hungary as elsewhere in Europe.

Or: the field of child education, you could experience
sften the bewildering phenomenon that,while under the
influ:nce of their experiences,the parents were willing
to c/ompromise with the methods of Communism, tane inte-~
ger and pure logic of the child turned them back to the
rignt path. In other werds, the child has educated its
parente,

Irvorce became epidemic. I'ts reason was the abnormally
forced emancipation of the women. Man has lost his
mthority. You :could hear time and again: "What do
you think who you are. I make more money than you!"
Generally in the countries under Communist direction,

the most sensitive and at the same time more materia-
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listic natuwe of the women has developed the type of
the in&ependent,self—sufficient wonen, who tried to
escape al} responsihilities and worries of family life.
ror the majority there wab ne senge aud no end in

hBVing children, becauaa the questlons, on wha¢ mate~

' t4al basis you could have them ahd for what eould you

educate them, could not be answered by many.

The statistics on divorce are unknown, becsuse it was

not publisﬁéd. But it must have been great, because in

1955~56 the Communists have started 4 great propaganda
campaign in the interest of the protection of family

on the basis of Communist morality.

In the first place among the workers and the peasant:,
At the middle class and the aristocrscy this ghangs
took place already earlier, especially it was naticealle
since 1940/41. The causes for this were manifold: The
ﬁressures to leave the parental home and live in the
crowded living spaces of the cit;ea; the tone of speech
and behaviour in the working places, which has been a
far cry froﬁ all Christiar morality. Then, the speech
deliverad by Masgda Jbbor(, under-secretary of People'e
Education in 1946, which was diﬂaeminafed by great
hords of peOplé's educator birigades, who were sent on
trucks to every village and ; at the same time the
Asiatic acts and behaviour cf the Russian occupation

troops in the first years, have caused fundamental
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changes in the moral values and attitudes of the youth.

Let me mention as an example the agricultural, techni-

cal school of Dunaf@ldvhr and Szekszlrd-Blénk ( these

two schools were under unified direetion). Themre the
director, -during his evening eontrol visit has found
the 14-15 years oli girls and boys toéether in the
dormitories. He called to account the Party secretary
gupervisor. His answer wast "Didn't I tell you, com-
rade director, that we ought to have asked for the.
costs of a sultural club-room in our budget? After all,

the youngstéra mis’; have some fun, don't they?" XXXXXX

(I was told this story by the director himgelf.)

(16a) The sober thinking has sunk baeck to an almost primitive
level. In the villages and in places of work in the
country, the bride-groom is often 18 and the bride is
16 years old. The average age of boy and girl at the
t!me of their marriage is 20 and 18. The awerage dura-
vion of a marriage is between 6 months and 1 1/2 year.

(16b) It happens; in very rare cases I have experiénced aomei
thing different. The usual case is a marriage out of a
previous sexual relationship. The pafenta are responsible
for this only so far that the economic misery has forced
them 0 let their children go to work at an early age.

(1€e) Officially it was abolished by a legal oyder; in rea-
livy there was an existential prostitutlon..The pos-
seasors of power, be that a Party éecretary, or the

director of the personnel office of a small company,
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or &4 minigter, they all have explolted ;heir opportuni.
ties in this direction. (The hunting Yodges of Gyulaj,
Hogyész, Gemenc, Pilié~Muflonszé11és, Bukk-Javorkit,
etc.,furnished and equipped with princely luxury on
the hunting reservations, which weré marked 28 gevern-—
ment territory and guarded by AVH,could t&ll nany
interesting storles About these. I myself, having been
a forester, and having many colleagues and friends

in that occupation, have seen some 6f thls and lkeard
about some of the others). In Budapest i% was'organized
by the so=called "tOmxzvendégek"; - regular guests of
the espressos and by the directors of the cbmpanies,

in order to increase their business and raise their
"tervteljesités" = fulfilment of Lhe plan. With one
word, there was pyostitution and it was mich greater
than ever befere,

On paper the Communist have been stricter in everything.
But again this question could be arswered only by
stressing my previous statement, nanely that all activi-
ties of %he régime were Potemkin shdws, by which they
hypoeritically tried to clothe their colonlal govern-
ment poligy into the respedtable garment of morality.
Birth controlrwas entrusted in the spring of 1956

to a medieal gouncil of the district dispensaries and
was effected by the official authqrify of the state.
Personally I am a Catholic and respect the authority

of the ohurch.
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(16h) It hae ahanged. The state was happy about it, because
1t would ke to use them as its janissaries.
"Anyénak szilni kdielesség, lefnynak dicsdség!" which
meanas "To gjie birth ié dvty fo; a mother, for a
givl 1t is glory." This was the slogan, disseminated
widely by the people's qducators.
(161) It has changed funiamentally. Tt led to a grave crisis
of the family. This, however, has developed from about
" the middle of f953, a wonderfully advaneing and
) spreading marzsl disgust and nausea and provoked a
strong remction which started to manifest itself in
the behaviour of the youéh. especially in-the villageé

and among the university students.

(17) In a state 'vhers *here is no private property, no secu-
rity of life, whare the régime considers the greetest
guaranteu of 1ta own sufety)ﬂﬁ creating,é; atmosphere
where notody e¢an %ruet anyupdy, where the pebple
applaudiag the festive apeech  wRmyyxsmxmew to-day,
gould.te_exebuied to~morrow for the sameg, there on’'
the ore hand wijl develop =xwm spontaneously & wander-
ful highwayman'? cade of honour, “betyérhécsﬁlet“, on
the ufhef hand-éomplete amorality will be the yule.
The beet example for this gould be found in the atti~
tud: of the workers, who would ask: "Why should it
be & orime fto defraﬁd public institutions or state
convanies, if it Js trué that everything belongs to
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us!™ Not once ov twice, but very often I have ﬁaard
ekilléd workers ealeulnte in the fellowing way: "I
could take +that job, I guess, hecause I eould scrape
together (Bevzekalapélok) 1.800 up to 2.000 forints
monthly ani the pickings (szajré) will make another
1.000 forints; fro: this T can maintain already two
househotds (namely to work far away From his homa)".
On}y those did ne: steal whe did not want eor who had
been extremely stupid.

An example: During the cradling of the concrete-slabs
of the gooling-tovers of the Power Station at Inofa -
3% was ear'y spring and very cold - the workers asked
the carpeaters: "Aztdn szakiklm, legyen elég hulladéki"
= "Be gure that 1t will be enougﬁ cﬁips!" How, in
ordinawr cirguastances, with one board of aﬁ inch's
width, by car:ful calculation,the cradling of a half
‘cell-slab could be nanaged. But at Inota 4-6 boards
of a» inch's width bad to be used for the gradling of
one cell=-slab. Theichips disappeared from night to
nigits Oxt the othef'hand, oné could regard as a con-
struetive i:sult that X7 the villages surrounding the
"preat coustrnetions of the Socialism" cantain the most
new Peﬁdﬁnt cottages, built from exéellent haterials,
and vith healthful construction (of course from the
ma’3rial "removed" from the site of the Spcialist

cmatrugtions. )
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The so-~called "confidéntial“ usslstande was very wide~
spread, but in a typical Commmnist manﬁgr. 1% was done
through the semi-offictal "kijawbk™ (=_§roourer of
lobbyist), who had been usually,from thetxoint of view
of the Party,reliable lawyyers and people w:th similar
ooccupations. The fee was pald to this middle-sen rather
thar to the men in the top office who made the favourable
deeision, Each ministry had such middle-men and ‘here
wore four or five lawyers whose names were whispezad

all over, emplayed also by the AVH.

They have not been nunevous. One of %he greatest socio-
logigal riddles of the last 6 years 4in Hungﬁry. From

where did they get money for the nhest-tailored suits,

shoesa, and for spending at all the L SR DRed

During my most recent career é% journalism,which %as
lagted fof such a short time only, I héd the oppeirtunity
to track.down.., half-way one of these interesting
characters. He was living In a furnished room, his
occupation officislly was technician, his job was: ne
year vaégtion without pay for reasons of health. I wws
able to bring out totally eonly one basjc attitude from
the subjeet of my unficvished report: "Idenbdzzen .Tata,
engem nem &rdekel ez az egbsz. Klassz ndkkel aksrok
jhrni, ceinos lizletekel kotni ~ jé1 akarok &lnii"
(2Look here Daddy, I an not interested in -this whole
business. I want only to go with classy dames, mnake
some nice money, ed have a8 good time." Actually this
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attitude was already the sign of the infiltrating

Western bourgeois materialism.)

(18) He 18 my second cousin. We know each other since our

XXXX childhoogd.

(18a) A Roman Catholic priest.

(18b) He is one year older than I.

(18¢) We used to go and hide together in little restaurants
on %the Buda side and e.g., we %raﬂslétéd into Hungarian
Orwell's"19847] Huxley*s "Ape and Essence", and some
interesting artiolés of the "Digeet", which we have
received from a cleaning woman working at the British

\Embassy. Besides we talked about politics and politics
Jjand égain politics.

(184) See under (18c¢).

(18¢) There was no change, but both of us had been under ob-
Servation, our meetings were reduced for about three
or four in number during a year.

(18f) The friendahip continues.

(182) Kot materially, but spiritually and with human feeling
and understanding should. stand by all the time. It-is
much easier to make money than to receive friendly words
which would dispel fears end would clarify feelings
and notions.

(18h) It was the most difficul%; everybody was afraid aof
everybody else.

(181i) As a consefuence of my situation during the last years,
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i was not able o maintain a circle of t;iendp.

(185) It has saved one frem total desperation. |

(18&) The question is under what eircums&anceé and with what
intentiona would he have aeceptsd it, in my epaa. we
would have had to terminate all interaoursa, eoause
perhaps it would nat have hurt ne, but he Wnuid hav?
certainly gotten into trouble because of his contact

with me.

{19) My parents were Roman Cathollcs; all members of my
family belonged to tte Roman Cathelic thuroh.

(192) See (19)

(19p) I am/Practicing Catholic.

(20) My parsonal religlous life was not affected, but to
practice religion wae made, in many ways, quite impos-
gible. Just to give you one mxapik example: From the
fall of 1950, it was impossible to attend a spiritual
retreat. Such a thing would have been regarded right
away as a counter-revolutionary conspirecy.

(20a) I% has aeffeeted each ehurch equally. There was no ex-
ception. The rcason for this is that Communism itself
is the .noet dogmatic, the most biget, amd the most
intolerant, materialisti¢ religion: "He who is not
with us, is against us." - This is the motto of Lenin's
breviary.
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The Communists want to extirpate all religions according
to elabora?aplans, which are taught in t@eir Party
echools. They are using them with the help of people -

' amenable
#ith weak character, or ammmh}m to money, WRERE, and,
according to the mass psychology doctrine of ® Je Bon;¥
through the contamination of the leaders, they are hope-
ful to contaminate the masses too.
Yepe T would 1ike to remark that I am fully sharing
the saying attributed to.Leo XIII.: "I see the greatest
proof for the divine origin of the Catholic Church in
that,that its own priests ecannot destroﬁ it." The first
guard of the "peace priests", with the exveption of
Richard HorvAth, who suffered from a inherited "latent
paralyais“,-ail hed been gravely mishandled under
Andréssy Street 60 and have acted in a psychosis of fear.
After that, the ;est following the ihxtﬁ thesis of Le Bou
mentioned above, seeing the example, cout of weakness of
character and because many of them have regarded the
ecclesiastical office as a life insurance and not as
a voeation, have joined to the many excellent names of
the. first guard. From this follows that good faith ie
out of question in thie connection. Good example is
the case of Mikléds Beresztbcéy, who belonged to the

best an most. educated and courageowly active leaders of

XX the Catholic Vorkers'Movement, which existed up to

1944. During the Mindszenty case he was, according to
my information, for 3 months in Andréssy Street 60.

-
4



(204)

|

1
i

NO.442  "A" INTERVIEY  SE¥ SECTION "S" LL p.62

aboui

Afterwards, he never said one wordxﬂﬁﬁﬁihis experience

-in jail, nat even to his most confidential friends

and ecclesiastical colleagues. Even in 1953%, four years
after his arrest, 1f a car stopped outside of his
qffice, he would turn pale, start to éhake, stagger

to the window, and afterwards, relieved from fearx,
sitting back to his desk, he would still mutter quite
idiotieally: "Not they, thank Cod, net they!"

It has dissolved the religious orders, with the excep-~
tion of four teaching orders -~ tlree male and ane
female -~ whose number was drasticailly reduced. The
priesthood was brought into materiil dependency from
the state, The AVO has screened out the best members

of the hjerarchy and the priesthood throuvgh careful

AV0O kader systems and with the help of sacret informers.

The replacement of the priesthood became extremely
difficult, since most of the seminaries wer: abolished
and,in those remaining, the number was set at a low
minimum. The AVO has maintained agents in each
religious gcommunity and further diminished the number
of the practicing priestg by arrests an internmonts
go that uﬁ to June 1954, with few éxcep*ions, only the
0ld priests, hardly able to work, andt%hgg with woak
‘gharecter remained at their posts. The book-keeping of
‘the dioceses and parishes was put under state control
and even the acceptance of private donations was pro-

hibjted.
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Between 1949 and 195&, they tried to intimidate the
believgrs and to make for them impossible the exercise
of their religion by an organized service of informers.
But contrary‘to the priesthood, the believers succeeded,
because of thelr great masses,in ¢liminating this system

or ratherimﬁ brandkgt as dangerovs for the mosd of the

population,for the productivity,and for the fulfilment

~

of obligations towards the state.

Yes, if somebody dared to.

See under (20f).

I went whenever 11: was possﬁ le.

In the first place_the.women. They behave with admirabie
courage. I have known a teésher who went to mass every

Sunday from Hiilvosvolgy to ©jpest, which was about 1 1/2

 hour travel one way, because she thought that there

nobody wouldi recognize her. The former middle class,
thﬁt is the now déclassé elements, for whom there was
no more to lose, have gone to church without fear and
in greatly inereased nuvber. The new class of officials
and intellectuals have frequented the churches less,
but that was rathpr ber:ause of tiredness and indifference.
On great holidays, evrry church was full to the point. ‘
of bursting apart. Tlis waé not only bacauge of thg
féligious sentiment of the people, but in a way‘i%;
represented a coursz;teous and open demonstration '
again;t the yhole system.

| ) :
In mgny cases, church attendance and the use of sacra-
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men ts actuallﬁh:ncreaséd during these yehra. An example
for this is 8% tha-stgtiatiea of the parish church
in VigivAros, which I was able to look into during

my newspaper reporter carzer. According to that, in

1950 they had 60 communions weekly, in 1952 that num-
ber incresed to 400.

T™wo denominafions have reused to compromise with the
régime until the régime succeeded in creating satel- .
lites among them. These two were the Calholic and thén-l
Jewish communities, Tie reason for this may be found

in the fact that both of them are fundamentally univer-
sal,with the same liturgy, with the same 6entra1 spi-
ritual direction,'with other words, they are above :
state territories-aﬁd boundaries. The Protestant

churches have tried {o save their position relying'

on their more liberal attitude which is responsible

only to the individunal conscience. They acted with the
best will, but they have apparentily not Iknown enough
the situation and the nature of Communism, because
they did not seen to have realized that you need only '
once to git down to the conference‘table‘with the Com- -
munists and give them a chance to prove tkeir "good
will", and your cause is lost. The Protestant churches
have lost a tremendous smount/of their reputation in |
Hungary. In my private opinion, it is not their fault.i
Later on they had their "peace priests" too and their
situation did not differ from thet of the Catholics.
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(20x) This question cannot be answered with the timitation
on Hungary alone. This is a general phenamanon ot the
age. A1l humanity is caught up to-day between two types of
meterialism. One of them meana terroxr and devastation, thb
other promises a rich oiviiisatibn with great incentives
for personal succ:ss, but both of them weaken the reli-
gious intaerest or the peopile or change it to a cold
indiffenge. In Hun;ary, where Gatholicisg was not s0
very long ago the official preéd.of the oOuntfy, the
faith of the parwnts was no o & eak the request of the
right social at’itude for the shildren. During the
Communiet rule, speaking.objectively, 1t becams first
of 81l a political attitude. The youth has seen that
many aof those 1cople arb_ﬁnee&ing now in the churches
from whom he henrd in his youth from his parents or
acquaintances only bad Lhinga, He formed his opinion
aebordingly. "Oh yesy n now they ‘are praying, because
they do not rave. any thEr refugel“ Religious, education
wag enly possible withiu the family and for this,
“Beeaunge ‘of the tremenddﬁs-égforts needed to prowvide
the family vith the ﬁeoea?aﬂy material gee@g, very few
-parents had the time. Tt ié the .mare interestimg that
‘gince 1951+52 there-had-beén-forming,aome nuclei of '
" thé"religious self-education”. mheﬁe were small groups
whioh organigzed very eecretly since.the-régime would
“have trrated them harshly if-discovered. I have na idea

‘how manuy percent of the Hungarian youth belonged to
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these groups. But %o th@ée who do, religion means a.
lot more than it neant to their psrents. I myself have
learned frow them the new formula¥ "A Katolicizmus mem
egyhéz, nem valléafalékesé%, hatiem életforma bs vila-
snéget.” ("Catholiciem is not a church and not a reli-
gous denowination, but it ié a form of 1ife and an
attitude towards the ﬁorid - Wéltaneehauung.“)

The fact that it hds preached the gospel of Christ and
has vreached it the‘saie way;'with.the same content,
ag 1t did for 2000 jeara. bohtrary to this, the dogmas
of lMarxism-Leninism have changed with avery year of
even every month. Leﬁiniém Hag ﬁfeaohed hatred, reli-
gion preaches 1ove,'fecoﬁdiliation, and mercy,and
compassion. The xu;uhrs”chufdhés have had many martyrs;

and t0 create martyws was'pébbébly one of the greatest

'biunder of the régime. Resist=nce was strengthened

also by the common occurrenaé that in epite of all
terror, people could see again and again’ priests who
did not care about theif own éecur1ty and life, but
worked tirelessly for the pédple, conaeling the suffer-

ing, taking confessions during the whole night in the

hoapitala, praaching fearleasly from the' pulpit and

were not ashamed to go Frem“one famfly to the other

for their lunch, besause they have not had any material

benefits.

Cifil engineer.
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Because this was the only possible careér; wﬁéfg a
young wan oould somehow eécépa the danger or.dgpart-
mentalisation, whicl. led idevitably t& & nacrow view-
point.
In the firet place unoonaitional knowlahge. éeqona1y,
if he would have trusted me and would have accepted me
as an older friend -~ I would have taughtl him for th:t
polltely smiling, ulcondatlonal silence. EKnowledge anc
taciturnity have bsen, even in the Communisé system,
on gold-dollar parity.
This is almest imwossibie to défine, First of all, it
was a matter of good luck. Here i ought to mention that
the community of Huagarian engineérs,including those
university professors who had beeh in the favour of the
Party, have succe:ded in insisting on a sober gelecti-
vity. For erample, in 1951, in the freshmen year of the
Lérind Estvoe Technical University - under 4his it is
meant eack facully and esch Technical University of
Hungary - aceordiag to the "campaign for techniéal
replacenent”, devised by the'flanning Office:of the .
Party, 16.000 so-called "wbrkiﬁg and ﬁeaééni ydutﬁsﬁ
were herded together. On the faoul%y of civil
enginearing of the Budapest'rechﬁical ﬁniveisity €oey
on Ou:tober 1et, 1951, 2.700 freshmen had bseen regis-
tered. On October 3st 1952, from this number there
rvemained 900 only, in 1953, 350; and in 1955 January,
110 have recelved the diploma. It is worth to notice
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that atlﬁha same %time, from those exoellently qualified,
but besause of thelr bad kader not admitted, young men,
vwsually from the intelligentsia, 60 had been employed -
ae inskilled workers through the interventign of ‘the

a.aistants at the Technical University, who were then

given jobs amd salaries in the différent laboratories

and research institutions working under the suﬁervision
of oﬁe or the other faculty of the Technical U#ivéraity.
Of these 60 students, who frequented the;evaniig courses,
which were left open, 47 have finished In 1955 ;leost
all o thHem summa cum laude. (From July 1954, ﬂkt is

from the time of Imre Nagy's first government, al1 of
them had been accepted as regular students by the uni-
versity.)

It :s also thanks to the cemmunity of #he Hungsrian 5
engineers that the middlé-ageﬂ Hungarian intelligentsia, |
wh ch was sentenced to destruction by the rhgime -

bo:h men and women - have survived in a comparative
safetr. Examplé: In the wide régions of Tiszénth(l,

where the deportees from Budapest and other cities :
mere settled, the technical jobs were filled out of
them at the newly'bﬁilt.great poﬁer staIiona of Tisza- -
L6k, Tiszapaikonya,/@ia%gﬁtﬁli Tévvezeték, and ‘the
water enginéering'pfojacté, at the forestry‘enginéering,

wh;h has worked on the reforestration of the Gremt

' Plein, the office of enginesrs of Road and Reilround

Plmning and Levelling in Tiszéntfil, and this was the
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work of thé engineers alone. In this way many thousands

of these unfortunate people have been accepted into the
frames of btdte enterprises and as such they could
trickle back with the time to their original place of

living.

The best off had béen, under all circumstances, members
of the AVH and the Party functionaries including their
circle of relatives and friends. Immediately after them
followed the stratum of the irreplaceable scientists
and specialists (¥¥ thd unquestionably priviledged and

immune status in every society,held by the scientists

'tnﬁzxto—day, is best illustrated by the example of Kurt

Seidl, who was according to common knowledge ®

one of the outstanding adviqeré of the Schacht economic
policy of Nazi Germany. Under-the Communist régime he
was the chief director of the greatest plant improving
experimental stationsin Hungary and has been decorated
four times with the Kossuth-prize, the greatest dis-
tinction which can be given by the Hungarian People's
Republic. To-day this same man is the director of the
plant improving laboratory of the plant research sta-
tion in the State of Florida, USA. It is true that he is
a fanatic seientist with tremendous abilities and .also
it has to be said to his credit that he used his great
positional advantages exclusively to further his job

and to help his colleagues and co-workers.)
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Next in the line are the technical intelligentsia and
after them the artistg but only if they have accepted
the Party line. On the same level with the latter,
follow the economic and trade specialists. The situation
of the others was average and veiy unsteady azm
according to the changes andpflucfuations in the poli-
tical atmosphere.

The worst off had been the people In the free vocatinns,
but with a Christian ideology (lawyers, doctors, priests,
writers, journalists), also the former officialdom of
the ministrigs and other offices, the former landowners,
and the former officers of the army, but enly if you
take the material wellbeing; because above a certiain
level of inteiligence, the spiritual tenacity of these
classes counted much, since they had been able td endufe
hardships often much better than people on a lower

level of spiritual education with less odds to face.

The class of the so-called "rich peasants" - labelled

by the régime with the awgful word "kulak", which was
in%roduced to Hungary by the Russians - was almost
completely exterminated. (According to skakisk
confidential statistics in 1951 there were more than

a hundred suicides among them.) It is interesting that
the God-fearing and deeply religious Hungarian XXXXXXXX
peasant,if once he has ®H#&# succeeded in aecquiring

some property, he was unable to suffer material losses.
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The average worker, measuring by Communist standards,
couls make a living somohow.‘bu% the terrible harass-
mr4azment towards over-production and in the work compe-
tition has ruined them néfvcualy to the extent that
to-daytggig are latent or active neurotic illnesses
among the Hungarian working class by a high per;entage
which, however, cannot yet be measured and known. In
the fall of ﬁ954, on a conferenpé of district doctors
held at Budapest, a doctor from a working quarter of
Fjpesf has reported the following: In his district,
shich has about 3.000 people, exclusively worker fami—
lies, 65 % of the xmsmadults live regularly with seda-
tives and sleeping pills. Another example: A drug store
supplying a district with a socially relatively mixed
population in Buda, has reported its monthly business
in sedatives, narcotics, and sleeping pills not in the
usual measure of vial, but for the sake of a comic
illustration in the weight of 29 1/2 kg. This was done
according to officiélly controlled book-keeping and the
news E&gx found t%ggr way to the newspaper®, Next day
Imre Nagy bersonally has inquired the truthfulness of
this curiosity.(This was a curiosity only so far that
the other drug stores never took pains to make their
balance in kilogrammes and publish it.)

To the intelligentsia which was persecuted because of
its attitude towards the world - Weltanschauung.

To the group of the scientific researcher, which was
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of course impossible for me because of my political
behaviour.

(22¢) rust as the successful gladiators in Rome.

(22&) 1f they were ready to follow socialist realism, then it
was good; if not, they could go to carry stones or build
roads or, as the Goncour-prize winner Istbkowvich, to

b

h
draw advertisings for ! s%ate hotel and restaurant

industry.

(23) Number one: Party aristocracy. Number two: The indis-

rensable teehnical aristocracy and the middle and worker
class of these two classes.

Number thrée: an opportuniist group of intellectuals

and skilled workers as a new middle class.

Fumber four: A ﬁorking class which came from entirely

different class origins and now has been levelled
through their circumstances bf work and living. To this
we have to add the peasantry too. .

Number five: And finally a politically branded, very

numérous,'énd although in a veiled form, but actually
siavery. fThus, we find here the exact cross-section
of the Russian society during the time of Catharine the
Great - the secret dream of Stalin.)

(23a) For eight years I have been everywhere, lived and worked,
and kept my eyes open for aobservation all over the
country.

(23b) No, it has only been a great exchange of the positions
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and a new class was ereated, that of the slaves.

(23¢c) I did not ap-rove of it, neither before the war nor
after the war.

(23d) 1In social,communicafion, no-- but this is again Potem-
kin show - in reality it was guite impossible to break
into one class from the other.

(23e) 1In ome thing the whole sosiety of the People's Demoera-
cies became equal and in this respect we became really
a unified society: Everytody, witheut exception, was
afraid. But exactly this fa2ar has formed in practige
glaring inequalities between the different strata of
society.

(23f) This is bad.

(23g) I have generalized here, although generalizations have
usually their faults, buf I s8t1l1l think that i% became
uncomparably looser.and less refined then up to 1947.
i % SOmebody was polite, nice, and ready to help - we
have been afraid of hir and with reason. At the same
Yime we have to keep in mind that people with sugh an
education or rather laak of education, reached the
leading and directing positions who with the haughti-
ness of power have demanded the aping of their
behaviour. It is interesting that a great proportion
of the trained skilled workers and of the young intel-
lectuals who came from peasant and worker kaders and
received their diplomas from some of the higher educa-

tional institutions, with the passing of years,
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acquired quite a high standard in human and social
behaviour. It was a most interesting psychological
study to watch,how during the much heralded dictator-
ship of the proletariate, the intelligent worker and
peasant stratum took on bourgeois habits and morality

with an admirable ease.

Yes. Up to 1951 the Swabians for reasons apparent.
Between 1951 and 1952 the Serbs of Tolms, Békés, and
Bbcs-Bodrog counties because of Rékosi's hysteria about
the Titoism.

The Slovaks, but only at the beginning. At any rate

they have received their national schools, even a higher
educational institute, newspapers, cultural cenfres,

and permission for starting x» skaxrkirg organiéations.
(Private opinion: Catherine the Great's Panslavie

dream. )

The question 1s very touchy. To understand it, some
preliminary explanations have to be given and some facts
explained: At the end of 1948, the key—positions of

the Party, of the government, of the AVH, and of the
economic planning, which means all economic positions,
had been occupied, counting even with striect objecti-
vity, at least to a degree of 65 % by Jews. The Hunga-
rian Jewry was not so numerous that in one direction

of them fanily
or other everybody /would not have some ¥deiiisr¥ connec-
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tions. And characteristically of the excellent ability
of acclimatisation of the Jewry, they have perfectly
learned and acceyted the Sagor-Ko%ntauty of the, 400X
for a hundred#éggrs ruling, gentry class. {This Hungarian
expression is untranslatahleiggoEngliah. It means that
everybody is somehow or other a relative and a friend)
From this many things follow which do not even need
explanation. Only one section of the Jews has suffered
the same way as the Catholics - the religioua Jews;

with that difference that because of thelforeign currency
hunger of the Communist economie poliéy, they could
receive steady and significant help frém their eo-reli-
gionists abroad, who have proved their solidarity
admirably toward their brethren ﬁéhind.the Iron Curtain.
The Hungarian Jewry has te be divided ihto two:

One part was filled with a burning desire of revenge

for their sufferings inflicted on them in 1944. They

had been fanatic Party workers from 1945 up to the

beginning of 1953%. This was'ﬁhe less numerous part.

For the other greater part,a definition was given by
an excellent Jewish economist, who has great conceptions
and clear views. According to him the Jews have fitted

themselves into the existing economic and political

life, tried to make good business, not for the régime
but for themselves, deliberately, because the Jew
carries in his blood the economic talent and after the

first year of the régime each of them has already seen
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in what way will it w¥¥¥ be possible to ruin .t sconer
or later.

It has t1 be mentioned also that most of the realy
valv~ole and qualified talents in publie administ:ation
,uxesaVed by the so-called lloscovite, but in fact very
clear-headed and human Zoltin Vas  and by his nar-ow
circle of assistants in the planning office ang through
the different economic establishments whieh were fouaded
by him,

Partly I have answered this, partly it is public knoy-
ledge.

I had. lMostly doctors, Journalists, and artists. I do
not know whether in their situation I would not have
filled the same place as they did. One is certain;
Around February 1953, when in Budapest there was no
more than perhaps 20 % such better raid jobs, where no:
a Jew would have been, at once there was started a
countereurrent: "atch out we cannot continue this any
more, we have to cut down!" I had three friends with
whom I had been inLeitmerity , in the German concen-
tration camp together, who had been in leading positions
in the planning office, in the National Bank, and in the
Foreign Trade Bureau. T received my information through
them about this movement, which has indicated a turning
point in the behaviour of the Hungarian Jewry., And, in
fact, with the exception of a small,bhlind minority, the

Jews from the end of 1953 started with great determina-
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tion to ferment and to disintegrate the system. A good
example for this is that in January 1954 the working
gamomEnik community of about 22 young Party ideologues
have started with admirable courage and readinesa for
sacrifices to take up the connection with the young
Hungarian intellectuals who had been, up to that time
suppressed and forgotten ( some o~ the names of these
young Jewish Pariy ideologues are well-known, like
Miklbés Gimes, Miklbés Molnadr, Tibo: lléray, S&ndor Fekete,
Gydrgy Fazekas, Endre Bnezi, Zoltan Zelk, ete.)

The Jewish students behaved just _.ike the other Hunga-
rian studente. If we want to make a nationality question
of the Jewisgh problem, we ought tu.mention that in the
Ganz Llectricity Vorks of Buda, the Jewish students had
70 % loss;from 26, 17 have fallen

A certain sympathy stemming from “he guilty conscience
because/%ﬁe events of 1944 coupled with a great amount
of anger. This is humanly only understandable,since
everywhere where you could make money and was comfor-
table, you could see only them. O herwise it sounds a
bit comic, but the reality is wha; was already defined
by Ferenc DeAk in the following wiay: "In Hungary it is
a nonsense to speak about the Jewish question, since
every Hungarian, even the tanyai summis (seasonal
worker on detached farms) has at .east one Jewish
friend by whom he would swear He would say: Yes sure,

nasty is the Jew, that is true; but I have a friend,
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he is a Jew, but he is a "fenemdd jd ember" (jolly good fellow).

If - continuecs Dé&k ~ ten million Hungarians have a
"jolly good fellow" Jewish friend, then the Hungarian

Jew is jvet like us; some are nice and some are nasty."

If we have to make a distinction between Hungarians of
Jewish origin and Hungarians of Christian origin, I
would have formulated the question differently; namely
woulc. have asked, what was the attitude of the Jewry.
And for this question the answer would be: Only stupi-
dity and prejudice can make a people responsible for an
inherited, 3000 years old character. This is, of course,
n view dictated by humanism. What was done by the Jewish
members of the AVH surpasses the capacity of the neu-
rology to give n diagnosis, because that was beyond

any hysteric paranoia and sadistic imaginations. This

I can tell you from my own personal experiences. With

a little knowledge of people, in spite of all its horror,
one could make the juigment that those people were com-
Betely unaccountable for their desds. I, who had been
already treated in the cells of the Gestapo, can only
ihank to my strongly construed Asiatic nervous system
and to my deeply religious Christian education, that

I could remain wholesome in thies respect.

I quote again Ferenc Dedk, because his wisdom is actual
even to-day: "In Hungary he is anti-Semite, who is
envying the Jews more than necessary." Anti-Semitism
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as such has actually achieved a form of education
because of the envy stemming from the misery of the
people, since the most poverty-striken, lonely Jewish
widow has recel ved at least twice a month a good—eized
IKKA packiage. A simple teamster, with whom I was
working together, told me : "Listen, we should not
beat these people, we should force them to come among

us and, oy God, teach us how they do it!"

-~ At the same time we have won a certain political maturity

~—ta,

by ourﬁiﬁﬁéritedhgyti—Semitism. Esample: On a meeting

i PO
g

of the foresters, there came-~up tgg;qugstion of the

steady gains of ground in all positiéﬁgﬁﬁ}”%heﬂiew§;h

Th: opinion expressed by the people present at the EMMW“*““-HWH
mzeting turned out to be surprisirgly unanimous: "It |
does not matter, those asses as tke Russians are, out

of their bigotry will not let the Jews make money. ' |
Naturally, the Jews will start conplaining. That will

be only good for us, because that;ﬁgjheard from New

York to London and Tokio, everywhere!"

To give an answer to this questior is almost impossible.

It is s pity that about 70 % of tle Jewish intellectuals

i mi———

left Hungary during the recent morths..I-sey-a pify

e s =

because, “in-my O0pinion, in the case of a change we would

have to"re-import" our young Jewith economists, cost
what cost, because of elementary reed of them in Hun-
gary. The reason for this lies in the fact that only
they had, in these last ten years. through their con-
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nections, the opportunity that they ecould achievd a
really excellent knowledge in private and national eco-
nomy. the children of the Hungarian intelligentsia have
been bare. from this these studies, the children of the
worker and peasant kaders, apart from a few exceptions,
have not gone to that field, because the unconscious
desire to imitate and ape the past patterns, was still
strongly present even in these classes. I am convinced
that in Hungary, in the future, th2re will not be any
more a Jewish question, only a question of characters,
in which both; Christians and Jews, will fall. Extreme
nassions . >¥sm, of course, will bz always and every-

where found.
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Politice c¢s a science, as a study diseipline, has never
interested me. Alas, politics in its practical sense

is in tha’ part of Central Europe, where Hungary is
situated, not only existential, but a primary necessity

of survival already since nine centuries, Another
question is, of course, why the instict for successful
polities is ‘unda mentally missing fronr us Hungarians with
the excepticn of a few chosen spir:.ts.

I was compelled to have a politica.. interest all the

time. In th: first place, because. with a few exceptions
eince the seveaiteen hundreds, Hungnrian politics were
made and directed always by foreigiers, radically different
from us, Th.t is the reason why it has been created in
Hungary, s’nce the time of Széchen:i, a special politieal
science, rrmely the "Nemzetpolitika", national politics.
Up to 194., I have preoccupied mysclf very little with it.
Pror the ime of my recognition of the Pan=Germanic
dasugers, my vocation and politics hecame twin brothers,
euqally nourished.

Yes, Beitween 1950 to the end of 19%3 I was not interested.
I live« from one day to the other, I had no time outside
of the primary question of surviva.. for anything else;

As a journalist, from 1936 - 1944, in e Christian and
Social:st direction. PFrom the end of 1945 to 1948, in
the sane way. From 1954 to 1956, . allied with every-
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for the destruction of the regime
body, in the press, in lectures /by "counter-people's
2O45 LR Bl e ek o) @0 9, D 1),

AR N0 P

education'

(2) In the Christmas number of Szabad Sz6 of 1945, in the

inside editorial, I have compressed in one sentence my
fears: "We have just escaped the consumption under the
"Drang nach :Osten", only in order, perhaps, to perish

on the slave-dock of the "Drang nach Westen". (My edi-

torial article was taken over by the ggnadai lagyar

Hirlap and also in German translation by "Neue Ziircher

Zeitun ¢ where it can be found in one of the issues of
the first week of January 1946.) Thus, I can say that

my view of the future was not optimistic and that I have
anticipated some of the horrors which came.

(2a) I have accepted the editorship of the newspeper of the
Peasant Party, élthough I was not a member of that Party,
because due to my criminal lack of knowledge about
Soviet ideology, I have regarded as the only safe haven
of refuge the Hungarian peasantry.

(2e) The only factor is that I have regarded the false philo-

| sophy of dialectical materialism always as gravely anti-
human, because it has built from part-truths and,in
addition,on entirely false psychological foundations
a system of castles in the air, which they claimed
whole and perfect. Perhaps I was influenced also by
family tradition, namely my father had to hide for his
life duri§§7Bela Kuyn proletarian dictatorship. |
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(2£) (1%)

(2n) The question was formulated without factual knowledge.
Against the colonial governing body, which has behind
its:1f all the open and secret suppcrt of a victorious
power of 250 millions, What could do a 9 million mino~
rity which suffers in additon fron great existential
and psychological troubles. Besidz2s, the primary instinct
in every man of the world is survival. Where a system
is so thqfroughly machiavellian tiat it is able with
satanic skill/ggvide one from the other and incites
them against each other, then there is only one expla-
nation for this question: Fear.

(21) The kader-card was one of the effactive instruments of

this elaborate system of fear.

(32-g) There was only one all containing grievance: Without
free opinion and without free ini;iative according to
the ability and talent of the ind: .vidual, the purpose
and meaning of life was taken awgr from us. And if one
has to do things which are meanin;;less,; have no sense,
that is  the POLLYERE humiliation of the human being.

(3j) This was different according to the individual. For me
it was the firm conviction that,even pessimistically
counted, there were no more than ‘0 % who have done it
out of their hearts. Example: In lovember 1953, I was
walking with a colleague of mineoiﬁg%% Margfit Bridge.
At the bridge head in the Pest sicde we stopped for a
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minute and my friend ﬁointing atltne AVO headquarters
building, said to me: "I Bet you, the half of those
inside are unreliable;“ At that moment we were shocked
by noticing that behind us an AVH captain was standing

and listening. Almost paralysed by fear we started out
quickly, but he followed us and passed us, but while

doing so he muttered with half of his mouth turned to
us: "You are wrong -~ there are not even 20 %!"
Besides this - our belief and the comsolation of our

religion.

(4) In the hands of the Central European section of the
Moscow Party organisation.

(42) In each ministry and important government department,
besides the office of the minister or director, there
was the room of the Séviet adviser.

(4v) Magnetophone (tape recorder).

(4¢) See under (4a).

(44) The same as of the masses of workers who had been
marched out and lined up to listen for RAkogi's speeches.

(4e) For the same reason why Potemkin has built the villages
on the banks of tﬁe Don.

(4f) The Hungarian bureaucracy was nurtured by the K. u. K.
bureaucracy. This was then inoculated by the Russian
bureaucracy, which had been ridiculed already by
Chekhovywith the result that, wher an excellent Hunga-

rian professor of oncology (cancer research) tried to
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get a cobalt isotope for his laboratory , he was given
exactly 65 papers to be filled out for the requiaitidn.
The professor exclaimed with desperation: Hungarian
bureaucracy was up to 1944 a brontosmurus and this
brontosaurus suffers now from elephantiasis!"

The people in responsible positions were syatematicélly
replaced by new kaders'educated ir the Party schodla; _
the lower officials of the bureaucratic machinery were
known already by the ancient Romars as never having”3l 
strong character and backbone. :_
The officers have'been,reprumed from the worker Bnd: f
peasant youth. Their advdntagea were about the same aé.l.
army officers generally have in ary country. '_
Exclusively Party ﬁemberé. I have to note here that up:!
to the end of 1954,'the-moat directors have received
their job as a present for their good Party work, fof |
the protection of the_state security, which meant, of
course, the denunciation of reactionaries'to the AVH.
He did not need to have any quali’ication and did nof 
need to work or participate in any productive activity.
The only thing he had to do was to listen and watch,
sometimes, perhaps to speak up according to the Party
line, but no responsibility was aitached to his high
Job.

Membership in the DISZ was concomitant to our educa-

tional institutions, just as if you take a bus or a
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train, yca have to buy a ticket. llembership in it did
not mean either advantage nor disadvaitage. In fact,
this way/;gch a phony organisation as the trade unions
were. Yriginally, of course, it was neant to be a great
organ-sation educating the entire Hvagarian youth to
becoue good Communista,lbut pract:cally it turned out
to e a dead idea, its only usefu ness being to increase
the revenues of that pa&t of the :rty treasury which
was designated as "cash for free 1ce". Its disadvantage
w;a apparent already from 1951 t: those who had accepted
5E§I§ functions. The youth has coimonly called them only
Uy the arogatory words "rohadt s3'cli", which means
rotten denunciators and has excom unicated them from
among themselves.

In no way, only if somebody was 1:ither a student nor
has been working in any state eni:rprise or office.

The kader replacement group of tle ideological head-
section of the Party.

Only so far that he was safe exisisantially, but only
those derived any advantages from it who actively par-
ticipated in the organisational w1k of *he Party.

The question is gdod, but not exs:i. Nobocy had to
become a Party member; however, ilere were many who

had been forced by different metncds. Such were, during
the first organisational fury, the indispensable specia-~

lists and technicians, all tlose who had been elected
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to become a Party mcmber by their own circle of co-workers,
who did this as a safety measure in self-defense against

any future eventualities.

‘Meny - not out of conviction, but because of opportunism.

With the right of getting ahead and succeed and with the

obligation of &« very widely interpreted Party loyalty.

1 have known many. !lost of them have joined between 1949

and 1951 out of existential need.

An opportunist would remain an opportunist, whether he

has a Party bookx or wears a cassock. However, on people

with undeveloped or wavering character it m often exert

an influence , even following the ncrms set up by Studdard\:

wikk with stunniry effects. Example: A journalist, coming

from a unitarian ministe’s family from Transylvania, who

was working with a moderate newsparer, ﬁ%&iﬁ.that because
spending

of his wife's e:cessive standing he had to make more

money. He becare the ideological editor of Szabad Nép,

became a bigotr Bolshevik, denounced his best friends,
among them his own father, and when I,after being 15 years
friends, have asked him only for sc much that he should -
provide me through his important ccnnections with a

15 day pernission to stay in Budapest (since I was
deported rnd not permitted to stay in the Capital),his,
answer wes: "With pleasure, but I have a question: Are

you loyal or are you an enemy?"
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I have known a young doctor who bezame Party member

out of ¥ pure idealism. His father was an old district
doctor, his mother assistant professor of organic
chemistry. He became the confidential doctor of the AVH

within two years with the rank of a lieutenant colonel.

In this connection I must tell you that the so-called
"beesavarodott"kommunist4ak" - (this is an expression
created by the streets of Pest, impossible to translafe;
theklosest would be probably "wrapped-up Communists"),
you could recognize right away and pickEE out from
among hundred people, because of their astonishingly ;
uniform physionomy. Sharp searchinz looks, dry, parched
faces, inhibited bearing/giscipibinedwa.y of walk,
peremptory, aggfessive tone of speach, coloured with the
characterintic head-voices ﬁf the aysterics. I was .
often warned by cab drivers, by ths waitef?yltggam con-
ductor, end even by the blue police-man on the corner::
"Szaki, vigybzzon, légiveszély!" ("Joe, watch out, |
air-raid alarm!"), while they only winked toward the
conspicuous Party member nearby.

In spite of my numerous personal experiences, I want to
emphasize that it will be exclusively my individual
opinion which I am about to tell.

Those who have done so because of personal grievances
were in a small minority. The majority has done it

because, sooner or later, they came to the inevitable
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conclusion that everything that they have done for the
Party in the name of the programme announced by the
Party was useless and remained without any tangible.
result. Those, however, who could safeguard their
ability to thin%, had been unable to wrestle with that
dialectics, according to which to-day's dogma became
in half a year anathema and the Party had revealed
something entirely different as th2 new dogma, only to
change this again in a short time. A true believer, a
Communist ¢leetrical engineer, tolil me in the summer

of 1953: "01ld boy, you know, I havzs returned my Party .
book, anc when the secretary asked me why, I told him:
"I have "earned from the Party how to lie, deep and
high, wile and long, but crosswise I cannot any mofe!“
(This engineer, because of his exc21lent knowledge and
work, could keep his job even after-wardd. He had his
work-took, only he did not get preniumg amy more, which
mExR Were assured him in the collactive contract and
he did not receive any more extra gaymént for field-
wors, which meant that he lost aboit 65 % of his salary
which he received as long as he wa3s a Party member.)
(6g) P:rsons who were needed could have been, as they said
n Pest, St. John the Baptist, as long as they did not
find somebody else in his place; h: was given everything.
As soon as the new kader replacemeat was ready, which

happened in about four years' time, most of these people
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were eliminated in the most brutal way, since they have

seen. too much and knew too much about the pimpossibi-

li%ies of the Communist management of business and
industry, etec.
“he Section for Hungarian Affairs of the Soviet- Commu—
nist Party in loscow. |
Matyhs RAkosi was son of a Jewish grocer from Zemplén.
He has an aatonishing flair for larguages. Bésides%Hunf
garian, he speaks excellently Germen , Eﬁgliah French'
Spenish, and several of the Slavie languages. He haa é
razor -sharp logic. This I can tell from personal _ .
experience. I have had long talks vith him seven times
in 1946-47. According to my convietion, he has an
inherited megalomanisa,in view of his looks, a comical
vanity complex, an indoctrinated persecution mania,
besides an immense but entirely one-sided education, the
patronizing menner of a royal prince, the pleasure in
aristocratic tastes (&.g. precious paintings and art
objects in his villa), and pastimee, . (hunting).
(Interviewer asked respondent: "Hov was it possible
that Rékosi, a Jewish boy from the country, was admitted
to the Diplomatic School, the Oriertal Academy of.fhe
Austrian-Hungarian Monarchy, when ihese ihatitutiona
were traditionally the preserves oi the aristocracy?")
At the beginning of the present certury, Rbkosi was a
founding member of the Hungarian Gelilei Circle. During
the last 30 years of the Habsburg lonarchy, due to the
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elastic at¢itude of the ruling liberalism, it was very
much appveciated, if somebody could sacrifice a sub-
stantial amount of money for the :interests of the state,
in whiecl: case the social origin did not count. RAkosi
has mude use of the funds of the Pirst Internmational

to s2cure his admission to the Or:ental Academy.

Ernd GerS; as editor of Szabad Szb, in 1946-47, I have
syvent mary days in the cbmpany of Gerd at the occasion
of the great bridge building projects,notably in Szolnok
and Szentes. We have spent severa: evenings together in
interesting talks and afterwards - was twice his gueaf
in his ministry. I haﬁe to mention right here that these
talks were held against me in 1948, during my arrest.
The AVO had the records df every word, I said.

Gers was a puritanié, fanatic, Communist Savonarola,

In my private opinion, he was the only one who never

did anything out of his private interest and never
accepted anything. He was the only, within the limits

of hie faith, has acknowledged, ajppreciated, and defended
every talent. This of course, holis true only up to
1952-53. As a consequence of the characteristic cor-
ruption, which has sooner or later affected every Hungs-
rian Communist, without éxception. in 1953, Comrade Gerd
he too was already hunting.

Gerd had very little general erud: tion, wore the blin-
kers of Party ideology toward man} aspects of life, but
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he had an excellent sense for trade and economy and he
was a good organiser.too. As far as the interests of the
Party were concerned, he had less moral inhibitions than
& viper. He speaksRussian, reads English, German, and
French, and his passionate hobby was gardening.

Z0ltédn Vas: He became s Communist only, because he |
‘drifted somehow into the circle around Rékosi and because
of his excellent abilities as & born reporter. He was
entrusted with organisation and found himself arrested
together with the group of Rikosi. In September 1956; |
in the Writers' Union, in the presence of CGydrgy Héfé,
Tibor Méray, Tibor Petha, Shndor Pekete, and myself, héﬁ
told us in his chafacteriatically cordial manner: "If

I would not have gdften mixed up into that mess that
‘time and if I would not have gotten exclted about everyu
thing which was opposition, to-day I would be perhapa ih
in the meet- packing_buainess somewhere in New York.
Because I am a typical case - you will be aurpriséd.— e
of that dafke Communists (dafke is a Jewish word whlch
means "Just because"); I have to tell you, I envy. you,
the devil wanted to become a politiecian. I wanted to ‘do
good business or to edit a good boulevard-paperf. Now .
I amﬁ?ﬂ the Party is looking askance at me, because

I have liberal opinions, because having remained a
journalist, I am still phrasing XX every thesis and
every inatruction according to my own ways. There is

not much left for uie, I willﬂ with them or because
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of them into my grave." He was a smart business man,
rich in ideas, who could choose h's co-workers and
would stand up for them . His grest fault was a sense-
less and misinterpreted sentimentelism, which is known
to psychologists as prison-psychos is.

The policy of the Party was stead:ly changing. The
reason for these changes should b¢ looked for in the
dogmatic disputes and quarrels of the Holy-Synod in
Moscow. I do not have any opinion about it. This was
no politice, at least not in Hungery. It was only the

better or worse execution of ordei's from above.

No.

From among the mass organisations. the Szabadshgharcos

Szovetkezet, the Freedom Fighters Association, was the

most popular. One could learn how to shoot there and

how to handle different weapons. :n the countryside

(Hidas, Tolna, Dunaféldvér, Veszp:-ém, Lbrinei) I heard
It is good, if one keeps ivp with

often: "ERBREB{GNEdorer ittt x the practice.

You never know, when you will need it!"™ The other mass

organisations were just as the tride unions. This was

everybody's opinion. I can say thut from many personal

experiences.

In no ways. They had been good on.y for the purpose

that provided high salaries for worthy Party members

without any obligation to work.

They cursed them every month, beciuse of the member-
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ship dues deducted from the salaries.

At the beginning, up to 1951-53, yerhaps 30 ~ 35 %.
After 1952, 5 - 8 % was the maximum.

This is an error. The DISZ was never a centre of the
registance. As I have said, there was no such a thing

ag DISZ but iz the file-cards and in the dues' collecting.
That youngst:rs went to a building which had the inscrip-
tion of DISI, in order that they could dance there and
learn boogie-woogie, therefore they were not necessarily
Commnist routhZg. When the Revolution came, the buil-
ding: and the freedom fighters' aesociation armories

were at hand and had been used, but one should not

mistike the paraphernalia for the essence of things.

Th: fundamental axis of the terror was the systemati-
cully created dependency on the state and insecurity

of life. Its pillar and corner-stcne was the army of
Party members and informers orgeanized against the nation
by the distribution of favours and advantages for them.
Everybody has felt it, because everybody was afraid.

It was organized for the reason wkiech Orwell expressed
the following way: "A fanatic mincrity needs an armed
and well-paid army of brigands,in order to be able to
maintain its power in the face of the will of the

NRERA



NO.442 "A" INTERVIEY SECTION "g" LL p.95

people. Its duties were threefold:
1) informative,

2) administrative,

3) provocative. e

They had to know about everything and eve:rybody. They
had to take rigorous retaliatory measures in the right
moment and to organize through their agenis rumours,
moods, counter-moods among the pecple, or tactically
important exposures. Besides these, they had been pre-
pared and ready for all activities which in a Western
country would havé certainly merited for them capital
punishment.

Example: Under No.118 - 138 of Vo163 Hadséreg fitja
(Street of the Red Army) under 7 tlocks of private
villas, there was built a 4-5 storeys high, underground
establishment. It had been equipped with the newest
Siemens, Brown-Boveri, Telefunkgg?/Gruﬁdig machinery
for monitoring, recording, signaling, and disconnecting.
The talks going on between foreigr embassies and lega-
tions, and who knows how many other %im telephone lines
could be controliled and recorded rere.

Volgy Street 68: The eye can see cnly four barracks
from outside, but inside on four storeys there is one
of the most modern printing establishments. Any kind

of money, documents, passports, stamps, official papers,

seals and signatures could be courterfeited here.

(During the Revoiution I had beew inside both of these
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establishments, walking through with bulging eyes,
hardly able to believe all that I 3aw.)
Maros Street 8-10: Finance dEparkyenk department of the

State Security Organs (AVH). At ist building I parti-
cipated as a member of the transport section of the
building company VArpolota 31/2. It has four storeys
underground. At the bottom ikErexabkef® there are 22
gingle cells, in the middle there is a dissecting room;
above this there is a concrete roon of 65 m2 extension,
which was marked onlthe plan as a rifle-range. 11 was
isolated at the bottom and at the 2eiling by bitumen

and asbestos. Above this seven isolated and by 80 cm
wide walls seperated 5 x 4 m sizei rooms, coverel by
wood and glass-wool. On the plan it was called labora-
tory?niigelast floor below the ground-floor were 4 rooms,
which had been on the plan as store-rooms. (If I rimember
correctly the secret code number of the plan of this
building was G-57.) Above ground there were four floors
planned as regular office building. There were throee
interesting things as far as the installation work

was concerned: 60 KW high-voltage electric current,
highpressure pipelines towards the lower floors, and

the so-called wave-filter isolaticn of the walls at lhe
entire second floor above the ground. It was interesiing
that after the installation works of the plumbing of

the building, the entire team of workers has been

relieved. Who came after us, I do not know. According
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to my knowledge, this building was the only one during
the Revolution which ; because of its electrically
protected, solid steel doors, chargzed with high-voltage
electricity, the people were not adle to open. (Behind
the beech~wood doors, which you could see from the
street, there have been heavy steel doors, reminding
one of the safes of fhe big banks.)

The Party building in the second brrough on Statisztiks
Park, has also a four-storey underzround prison, just
like every other Party building in the capital city.

I was present, when on October 28t1, 42 prisoners had
been brought up from there, of whoa 17 had been in
single cells and have just learned that they were not
in Russia. Their guards had been Rissians.

I have my bitter experience only o7 three departments:
The department of ecclesiastical a’fairs, the depart-
ment of press policy, and the depa~tment of control of

the unreliable elements.

Not of my own experience, but I kiow from sources which

I regard as reliable that besides :hese there had been

a so-called V-Department, which was responsible for the

files of the members of government and the leaders of the

the Party. Then, there was a T1-T2 Department, which
has collected informations on the leading scholars and
scientists and I heard about the s>-czlled K-Depart-
ment, which has controlled the steps of the foreign

diplomatic personnel.

e A= |

R
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They had painfully exact files on everybody who had
been only by a hair's breadth more important than the
low average. At given time, if they needed some infor-
mation about some group or section, or if they sensed
some darnzer from some quarter, they would look up their
files and would select a person or rather several per-
sons, w10 had some vulnerable point due to their exi-
stentisl needs or moral life. These people then were
arresied on the street, coming frcm their homes or
going home in the evening, or had been lured bﬁ?phony'
telephone call 12,30 the trap of the Secret Police. At
the headquarters, the unfortunate victims were shown
the documents and were given to be understood their
complete moral, social, or positicnal ruin. With
excellent psychological sense they would leave the
victim with tiis fact revealed to him alone in a room
in an intent’onally prepared fear-installing environ-
ment and atvosphere, giving him ore meal daily, but
without saying him a word. During this time, in the
neighbouriag rooms they conduct sc-called "tickling"-
hearings, so that the lonely man could hear the noise
of the teatings, the savage howlirg, and the heart-
breakirg cries and screams. After a certain time, un-
expectedly, usually during the night, a well-dressed
politc, well-mannered man would siep in, who would
closc the door behind himself witl. a key, sit down

opposite the prisoner and ask him whispering confi-
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dentially? "I hope, you understand that I cannot speak
aloud. Why are you here? Do you want to smoke? Tell me,
aren't you hungry? 1 forgot to eat my lunch, I just
remember, I still have it here in my pocket!" The
patient usually gladly listened to the friendly vaoice
and, because he really did not know why he was there
and under the influence of the loneliness of the environ-
ment and his nerve-wrecking fear, he would really |
believe in the good will of his v:i.sitor. The latter,
beforz he left, whispered once mo:*e to the prisoner:

"I %#ill try to help you!"

The prisoner was left alone for another two days. Then,
in the most unexpected moment, fire men would break into
his cell. They would shower him with unbelievable accu-
sations and - knowing his previous life from their
records - they would tell him suci possible probabili-
ties, accompanied by shouts and sinacks in his face,
which he well knows that in the srstem and, exactly
against the AVH, no lawyer could :ver clear him of.
After a few hours, he would be le’t alone again, only
to be ready to receive the good min, who would come

now with a bottle of rum in his poicket. Anyone who had
a little less than enough strengti of character, has
drunk out the rum and, within half an hour, almost
unconsciously signed a statement, in which out of
patriotic duty and of conscious 1live for the people,

he would offer freely and in the interest of the
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victory of socialism, his services for the "iron fist"
of the working people, namely the AVH. And when he
awoke to his conscience, he had alrercdy a code letter
and numoer, the fee was fixed according to the indivi-
duael cases, and he had in his pocke! the grant of his
most favourite wish, which he betrarzd during his
drunkness. (In the Lunatic Asylum »>1 Lipotmezd, the _
No.2 closed section had more than thirty active patients
suffering from paranoia and fear comrlexes, who had been
mentally ruined in the way describ:d above.) From the
moment when somebody was thus recidted for the A70, he
had to meet twice or three times wzekly his "caretaker
and instructor" and hand him over the writien report
about all those questions he was instructed %5 find

out at the previous meeting. I know of severa' who had
committed suicide, several who had told everybdy that
they should not épeak with them, because they w.re
informers of the AVO, and also I know of such, w.o0 have
conspired with the people or grouy, whom they sho.ld
have watched and, on the basis of the philosophica’

law of half-truths, have entirely misled the 1VH. l1ere
were many organized informers, but the practic: has

proved that very few could or did give exact in’rmgtion.

To their most effective methods belonged the induc: -
ment of their patients into indulging in harmful

passions. This could be alcohol, drugs, women, or



(10e)

(10£)

|
|
|

NO.442 "A" INTERVIEW SECT.ON "G" LL p-101

gambling. I know of two cases, who have received from
their AVO zxxkakn caretaker forei;n exchange to be sold
on the black marlet. In whichever form the unfortunate
fell into the trip, he became morully dead. I hold in
my own hand a pceseription, given by the AVO to some- ;
body, for 25 mn.morphium to be de..ivered by the dfugﬁ |
store of th: hospitsl on KGtvdlgy. Street. I heard

from doctory also about dolantine, cocaine, and opium.
(Respondeni's brother was and is « leading physician

in Budape:!t.) Womern had been traiied and drilled byl
gimilar nethods to become slaves and obedient instru-
ments of the AVO.

The esgents provocateurs belonged ;o0 the organiaational.
bo.y of the AVH. This job, especinlly in Budapest, has
sarried with it ~onstgnt life-danser. They had to have
arms and papers in their pockets. We had very good ears.
The people of Bucapest have quickly recognized the
intention and there was always a roung worker or a
tough, rough man, who would lay d)wn such a big mouth
nn the asphalt.) [ heard also aboi1t anonymous denouncers,
but later it always turned out that they were not ano-
nymous at all.

I do not know anything official o reliable about this
matter.

Those whom I have known, came froia the society of
uninhibited rowdies and from the (ntellectual Jews.

Their age was between 28 and 35.
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They have enjoyed extraterritoriality, freedom of
action without fear of responsibility, total freedom

of movement and speech, and everywhere and in any
situation limitless financial assistance and absolute
independence of the administrative orga s.

Yes, except if the fall of his boes afxkhexMintwkxy>
Tukexime or of the Minister of Interior or of the Party
gecretary plunged his confidential service-men together
with himself.

The best description would be: The hypnotizer and the
hypnotized.

The Party was the AVH and the AVH was the Party. The
Party has controlled the AVH and the AVH has controlled
the Party. The power was in the hsnds of the Hungarian
section of the Soviet MVD,

Yes. I met Sé&ndor Kopicsy in the niddle of August 1956.
I do not know about his f&te. |

Yes, I myself and all my close friends for longer or
shorter periods.

The arrest of my best friend and cousin , the Roman
Catholic priest, whom I mentioned already. On Decem-
ber 16th, 1953, in the night 1:30 a.m., the bell rang
at his room in the parish of Tabldr. A middle-aged

woman called on him and asked him to go along with her
to her dying mother and bring alorg the last sacraments.
(Since the Mindszenty affair, they have never taken
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away a priest directly from the parish house, lest the
believers should learn about it immediately and get
upset.) He foliowed the woman to oae of the XRXREX farthest
streets of the parish district where, at the said
house, he was awaited not by a dyiag, but by the AVO
car and two detectives. He succeed:d in taking to him-
self the Blesced Sacrament in the noment when he rea-
lized the sifuatdon, but the Holy )il and the othér
holy objects were taken away from 1im by one of the
detectives znd thrown into the sew:r. I am quoting

word to word the remarks of this d:tective,as my cousin
told me: "Adja ide azt.a varézszacskdt, ne bilizdlje be
tomjénszaggal a kocsinkat." ("Give me that magic bag,
don't make our car stinking of ineci:nse.")

The daughter of Iure Waldbauer, wh> died not long ago,
as the concert mecestro of th Ph?ijfilda?r]fn%%ii% Orchestra,
went to the US l:gation, in order %o ask a visa %o
visit Ler father. She was, howevern prevented to enter
the legation ail its gate in Hold Street by a car, which
ran up to the side-walk. She was pilled into the car
and we did not see her for 3 1/2 y2ars, until she
returned fromn the internment camp in Kistarcsa.

A friend of miﬁe, an engineer, who was lying in bed with
& serious pneumonia, was arrested it 2:30 a.m. He was
virtually dragged out of his bed, permitted only to

put on a pair of trousers and a smoking-jacket and was

thrown into the AVO car. We never 3zaw him again. Half
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a year later, his wife received a package with the
trousers and the smoking-jacket ard a bill for 3.400
forints for the maintenance and medical expenses.

I myself was taken away by max a car, which has been
hiding under the bridge of the Nagyhid Viaduct, when

I was coming from my home from Hiivisvély. That happened
on May 27th 1948.

(11¢) I know. A friend of mine, Catholic priest, was arrested
in July 1951. In October he was transferred as a physi-
cal wreck to the priestly hoapital on Széker Street. He
had to stand opposite the wall through four dayg without

being permitted to sit down for ¢ minutef Afterwards
he had been taken to a room with two bath-tubs, one
containing steaming hot water and the other icy cold
water. He was submerged alternately in one and the
other. Afterwards he was put in a cell lighted by four
Jupiter-lamps, where he could lay down on a bunk. but
every three quarters of an hour, re had to report to
the guard, in order to ascertain that he was awake. If

he failed to do that, he was kicked up by the guard.

Father Jent Kerkai, Jesuit sociolcgist and well-known
youth organizer, was led to a "walk", blindfolded and
his ears stuffed with waxed cottor, every two hours.
According to his description, usuelly down in some
stairs, then through some courtyard, then, according

to his feeling in some place where the boilers were,
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since it was very hot there and so on and so forth. He
was given food once in a day in mich a way that he was
handed a piece of bfead, then from his one ear the

plug was removed and he was told shat they thought of
him as an intelligent man, who could find his water by
himself. (According to Kerkai: "Tiis was the most wonder—
ful and the most concentrated spiitual exercise in mny
1life. There were only God and me.') Kerkai was then
released, after half a year he was re-arrested and my
1ast/§$"§2m was that he was serviig his sentence in the
Vée penitentiary, where he was gliing paper bags and,
as we knew from a person released from there, who was
working with the Pather in the sae brigade, he is
holding - spriritual exerciseq.

Generally, people with high intellectual powers, were.
seldom beaten, they were tortured in different ways
e.g. one of our most excellent linguist and artistic
translators, who stood very close to the Communist |
ideology, became somehow involved in the Rajk affair.
For weeks he had to sit 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.on a bench,
without a back, but a 25 degree aigle of inclination,
so that his feet could not reach she floor. He received
enough to eat, enough to drink, oily he had to sit
there motionless and nobody would say to him a word.
Until the end of 1951, the class iliens, the clericals,
people with connections abroad, aid the social-democra-—

tic intellectuals.



(11e)

(11£)

NO.442 "A" INTERVIEW SECTION "G" LL p.106

This question shows lack of factual knowledge. The
hazbizalmi and tOmbbizalmi could - due to their office -
vigit any aparitment without invitaiion. They had been
the feelers of the AVH built into she district councils.
The AVH has learred through them, what was the daily
programme of a mirked man, who is 20ing to him, and

when he is certainly at home. (On October 28th 1956,

in the morninsz, I met the tombbizal!mi of my former hdﬁé
in Széphalor Street. He admitted with humble gelf-criti-
cism that “‘n 1948, the AVH has learned from him the

time when I returned from my vacation, which I have

_spent in Szabolcs.)

In no wiy. We knew it for sure tha: three of our col-
leagues had been in the prison of estvidék. Somebody
was Jjust released from there, who net these three when
they were brought in. Still, the alministration of the
prison answered the request of their mothers and wives
in the following way: "We are very sorry, we do not
havé these names on our records."

It was two weeks by some, six montis by others, after
which they have permitted the notification of his
family and they could send him onc: a week a so-called
"hygienic" package, which could coitain clean under-
wear, soap, toothpaste, and a towel. Visits were
allowed only after the sentence was: pronounced and
three monthsof the prison term was already served.

Afterwards, monthly orfe from 10 miiutes to half an
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hour, in tae reception room of the jail or internment
camp the jrisoner could meet his family behind barbed
wires and in the presence of a guard. However, if some-
body had e¢nough monéy, he could find out about the
whereabou’s of the prisoner eaflier and take up con- -
nections vith him through the services of niddle-men,
the so-cnlled "kijhird ugyvédek", whom I have mentioned
already in connec’ion with the previous quest:ion.

All this, of course, in the more fortunmate caser, let
us say in the 60 % of the arrests. The others simply
disaspeared without a trace.

I yaow. There were so-called "public" prisons, as e.z.
“1e Pestvidéki and the Markb. To this category belongs:

2lso the prisons at the county centres and the so-

called penal institutions of the Ministry of Justicea

Ohly those people were brought to these places, whose

*fate_waa i1lready decided by the "independent Hungarian'
Judiciary”. The so-called preliminary arrests could

jake place in any of the AVH headquarters in fhe
country or, as I have mentioned al ready, in any of the

:prisoaa installed under the Party headquarters; The-

persor under arrest - with very few exceptions - never

knew vhe:re he was. Thé great concentration and -

forced Lubour camps could be found - with the exception
of Kis'tresa, Recsk, Oskii, Pét, Dunabogdény, and a few

others - in the neighbourhood of the "great construc-

tions of 3ocialism".
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The distriect ind loeal councils, with the help of the
hézbizalmi aud tombbizalmi, at the beginning of 1950,
have set u» files on persons considered unreliable
from the point of view of the state security. Around
the midi’e of May 1951, an order was issued dealing
with tle future fate of such persois. "A Népi Demokra-
tikuv Allam rendjének, termels ere jének, és Dolgozé

Népink nyugalmbnak biztositiéisa érdfekében végrehajtandb

;"0b&lis ellendrzd és nevels intézcedds." ("Global
controlling and educating measures, which have to be
executed in order to secure the orier and the productive
force of the People's Democratic State and the peace of
our working population.")
The execution of the deportation was left to the dis-
trict and local administrative autiiorities. The persons
notified were given from 4 - 24 hours' time of prepa-
ration. They could take along 15 - 50 kg of personal
belongings to the village, which was assigned to them
as their new habitation. Transpor:ation was taken care
of by the trucks of the AVH.
The history of the deportations would merit a serious
study. I would like to 8ay only so much that from July
1951 to the next year,about 60 % o:' the older and
weaker section of the deportees hac perished. In the
spring of 1956, the deportees were rehabilitated and
they could return to their former I'lace of living.
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Firgt time in May 1948, second time in the fall of
1950.

The question is wrong. The charge wis given to the
accused only five or ten days befor: the trial. Up to
that fime he did not have the sligh:est idea, why he
was ia jail. During the questioning, one was asked the
most unexpecied questions about all possible subjects
under the sky. It should be kept cl:ar that nobody

was zamz cowvicted because of the r:al cause why he
was arrest:d and why his eliminatioi from the

society scemed to be desirable by tie AVH. The accusa-
tion was rsually based on half-trutis, but constructed
on entircly invented phantasy.

The iavestigation has taken place mich earlier than the
arreet wis effected.

First time, I was taken to Andrassy Street 60. The
secord "ime: Even to-day, I do not mow where I was.

My daily food was: In the morning half a litre of
black coffee with a slice of bread. At noon time, soup
with a slice of bread; in the evening, tea.

We knes that our time for questioning arrived, when
somebcdy has received meat and vege:ables independently
from ~he others.

In May 1948, I was mam kept for throe days in a private
cell. Then, during the night, I was taken up/:: office
rool, where four AVO have waited fo me. I was ordered

to equat and, in that position, I wiae questioned for
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abovt two hours, then I had to lie flat on my belly on

a zouch and they beat . me with sandbag-truncheons oﬁ

ry spine and around my kidneys. Af;erwards, I had tol
take off my shoes and my shirt, and if I ecould not or
did not answer any question of the:.rs, they stepped on %k
my feet or pressed their burning c: garette bvﬁB into @y
naked upper body.

In 1950, I was no more manhandl<. <hig way, but I had

to stand first for 48 hours and thiee days %fter, for

67 hours, motionless, turned towarc the wail between

two guards, who were periodically 1elieved and exchanged.
(At the med end of February 1948, 1y physician brother
has thoroughly examined me and fourd that, in spite of
the German concentration camp, my tealth was in safis-
factory condition. In 1951, he diagnosed a comparati&ely
serious myocardial degeneration with leftward inclina-
tion.)

(Respondent has shown his bare back to the interviewer.
It is covered by scars and the knots resulting froﬁ
broken bones can be seen and touched.)

I got the creeps when they told me about my ways pre-
pared in the greatest secrecy and cuoted my words which
I have uttered in the company of orly four or five
absolutely reliable friends of mine. In spite of all my
investigations afterwards, I never learned where they
got all this information from and who was the informer

among us. It is only natural that efterwards I never
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spoke with anyboiy,except if I knew the person intimate-
ly for at least the last ten years and only if we could
speak completely alone the two of us.

I was not 3§ntanced, I was set frez, but kept under
police surveyance - I had to repor:; twice weekly for
three and a half years - the idea jeing, according to
my coaviction, that sooner or late- I will lead them

to the traces of such people whom shey were looking for.
(Suspecting this, from the beginniig of 1949, I avoided
the meeting with anybody, except 0”7 my cousin, who has
belonged to my former circle of friends.) '
The hygienic care of the prisons consisted of cloride
of lime and DDT. Often, if they wanted to break down
somebody's willpbwer morally, - they have done it wi?h
me for fourteen days - they would not let him out frdm
his cell and when, not being able any longer to resisf
the natural functions of his body, he soiled the floor
of the cell, he had to clean it up with his bare hands.
Depriving somebody of his meals, solitary confinement,
baths. (There were cases, where soiebody had to sit

for three days in water.)

I did not ask for it. I was summon:d to the Party

(in the B&thory Street headquarter:) and I was told
that they would rehabilitate me.

I was re-admitted to the Union of .Journalists, I could

live again in Budapest legally, my kader-card was tornm
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to pieces before my eyes and in the official writ of
my rehabllitation, the former accusations levelkd
against me wd®called unjust and untrue and having
formed a part of the terroristic persecution against
me ani: "The Rehabilitating Committee is recommanding
you 1o the proper authorities and requesting a two-
room apartment with every modern comfort for you and
you will receive an indemnity of 55.000 fomrints for
you- loss of income since the cessation of your job
S in 1948 uatil September 1th 1956." I did not get a

penny and then the Revolution brolte out.

(13) Only one: Never and nowhere shouid he say any opinion
about anything; he should do his job; he should avoid
any acquaintances with unknown women, however charming
and interesting they seem to be; he should go very
little to public places of recreation and amusement;
he should not correspond with people abroad; he should
sprak about his thoughts only with his friends, known
to him from head to foot and, even with them, only
oetween four walls and téte-a-téte.

(13a) There is such; e.g. a fisherman working alone on his
own on the Danube. Or somebody who has reliable friends
and is working at some representation abroad.

(13b) If somebody has enemies, nothing can help.

(13e) That is alwéys useful. Still, the most secure connec-

tion remains, if somebody has the opportunity to
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establish a confidential relationship with one of the
non- Party,but from the point of view of the state,
existentially important star of the arts or scholarship
or sciences&, who has international reputation. (Zoltén
Kod&ly, Dr. L&szlo Simonyi, the professor of the Insti-
tute for Atomic Research, and a few other similarly
famous men have saved literally hundreds of people from
the consequences of unjust and false accusations by
their immense prwd prestige and couragaeous stand.)
It helps, but only if the person is loyal to the Party.
On the other hand the Party was jus:; as generous to
Princess Odescalchi, who has been for years RAkosi's"
confidential secretary. Not the orisin, but the service
is ‘what counts! !
Even the priests of the "church of lenin" can be bought
with money and money offered for th: benefit of the
state can work miracles. Entire fam.liea, amomg them
people who counted as "criminals opposing the People's
Democratic State order",have received passports and
the green light for escape.
Not always. Sometimes silence is interpreted as inimi-
cal attitude.
I can state, out of my msmm conviction based on nume-
rous objective experiences that the Roman Catholie
church and people with Catholic ideology are the worst
enemies from the point of view of the Bolshevi s.

Therefore, in their political philosophy, these have
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to be persecuted by the state ex oificio.

From October 1948 up to the death of Stalin, the graphic
curve of terror hauy been steadily rising. For four weeks
after th2 death of Stalin, there was the wildest terror -
the terror of the insecurity. From May 1953, it wWaX
receded steadily and :nded in Imre Nagy's government.
Prom Ffebruary 1955 to August, the /VH has succeeded in
re-establishing its tarror régime cgain. From that time
on, it receded more and mor:,went cver to the Party
line, in other lines the informers activities were
stepped!%ﬁ& but only such in“orma’ive work was done
intensivaely. (It has to be not:d here that this time,
after tz2n years of practice, alreacy even people with
average int:llectual capacities, hive recognized from
far eway or at the first questinn, the people of the
AVH.
The ’irst lasted from April 1948 t» February 1949, the
gecond from September 1950 to Auguit 1951, the third
from January 1955 to May 1955.

defection
In 1953 vas the beginning of the i3 TEEGHIGK of the
Comnunist intelligentsia from the Party.
In 1955, the AVH because of the insecurity caused by
serlirus schism and struggles going on within the Party,
trid to save its position, probab.y on the instruc-
tims received from the Russians. They did not dare

g1y more to do arrests, but they tried to approach
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many intellectuals through their aents, in order to
recruit them as new informers by letting them kmow
the compromizing data which the AVH had in its files
about them. This period was perhaps one of the most
beautiful times of the awakening self-consciousness of

the nation. Szabad Nép, Esti Budapest, and even the

Radio in a comic lecture - not to mention the open
conversations on the street and in society - have pub-
licized many cases where the person approached has

simply kicked out the AVO.

The Hungariam were the sheep and the Soviet Union was |
was the shepherd. _.

In ﬁoacow. about what should be done and in Hungary,
about how.

From 1954, I had a few, very well-informed Communist
friends, who had been at confidential positions, but
that time, already in opposition to the Party.

In that policy of execution, which the Communist
leaders have done out of fear and concern for their
own power in the face of theip}?gﬁically different
judgment and opinion revealed to some of his friends.
(I consider the following as a reliable account, aiﬁce
the person who told me,at the time of the building of
the underground system in Budapest and the great

works of $%talinvAros, has belonged to the confidential

circle of RAkosi. According to him, seeing the plans
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for thesé establishments, Rdkosi kas shaken his head

and his voice full of misgivings, said: "These ard
grandioae‘§igggx, but such §§%§heven with a little
obstacle in the way, with a little miscalculation, XEE§
can ruin us.")

With only one; in February 1948, in the Ministry of
Agriculture. I was receiving an interview from the
Minister, Kiroly Barényos, for my paper when the
"Russian" - because he was called only by this name -
entered. He was a polite man, who spoke very well Hun-
garian. He just came to the ministry two weeks before
the time of my interview there and five weeks after,

the great "anti-state conspiracy" of the Ministry of
Agriculture has exploded.

It was the most pronounced in those fields of production
which were the most important for the Soviet Union, that
is in the agriculture, in the metsllurgical industry,

in the nitro-chemical industry, ard in the heavy |
machinery industry. The weakest wes in the field of
public administration; that was delegated to the XXX
colonial vice-goverment of Hungary.

The answer is contained glready ir the previous question.
Begsides this, according to the chenging situation at

the so-called "centre of gravity" places. (Stlyponti
munkék). On the other hand, in the army they could be

found everywhere.
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After people have somewhat recoverei from the initial
fear caused by the terror, they would tell about them-
selves things ~ as self-criticism, perfectly in the
Party line ("phrtszeriiffogalmazésban') - which were
hurting very much. In three years' time one was able

to recognize from far away people with whom you could
speak &nd those with whom you could not. Twot gggg were
absolutely and deadly forbidden: The fact of Soviet
oppression and fhax that the Party is lying. It
would cause also immediate retaliation, if somebody
weuld have dared to tell that the workers were exploited.
Fror 1953, the workers began to speak quite openly and
from 1954, their example was followed by everybvody

within the limits of sanity.

All official orders were all the time violated pro and
contra. It was a question of connections, money ,
smartness, or courage and determination. Contacts were
built out through the years, money c¢ould be found
through connections with people in :he great building,
projects and great business companies, and finally, if
somebody with sober circumspection,but couragiously

dared to be a smart man, he could solve many things.

The strength of the system was the Soviet power, its

weakness was the system itself.
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The Communist seizure of power whizh took place after
thorough preparation by the Pariy between April and
August 1948, has caught the Hungarian people eunexpected-
ly by surprise. It was such a hard hit and it was done
with such an onslought by deliterately 1lifting the bans
before allirresponsible careerist"Lumpenproletariat”,

who could be won for everythin;,, since it did not have

any moral senses, that the nation bSecame dazed for 2-3

years, like one who has lost ' There was
some dissent and grumbling; tiere were smaller or
greater passive groups, but tlie terror and the eclosaka,
which was let loose, has flood:d aad suppressed every-
thing. The only real resistanc:, a3 it is well-known to
everybody, was the Catholic Chirech, which has lost in
this battle practically all ity first-rate fighters.
The middle class, the more valuable parts of the pea-
santry, and the intellectuals i1 taie free professions
have proved their bankruptecy in thase first years.

Why? This is probably one of tilc mist important momenta:
For the simple reason that for 'ears they have looked
upon the events as hymotised, &3 s2eing a nightmare,
which thsy simply could not bel.levz. After all, Hungary
was for 900 years a Buropean and a Christian country.
Now, between our whole ideology and education, which
was based on Christian and Eurojeaa human ideals and

on certain principles of morality, and the flood of

lies and common gangsterism, which was now professed
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by the state authorities and promited by arms,
courts, and the press, there was such & phantastic
contradiction that this had to be first somehow grasped,

realized, understood, and explored in all its aspects.

The renowned novelist,S&ndor MArai,said to his friends
a few days before his escape from Hungary: "Boys, I
feel like somebody who went to sleep in a suite of the
Waldorf-Astoria and is waking up next morning in
the jungles of Brazil with the painful sensation that
the water-rats are gnawing in his flesh."
No group was able to oppose the régime.
Those who have lost any moral starding in the society
through their own faults and now cerving the new system
and making good money without worl:, could revenge them-
selves on the society for their grievances, which was
actually their own making. And al:o those who have
believed that the system will be zble to remedy their
just grievances.
Between 1953 and 1955, did we recover slowly our con-
gciousness and in that period was formed that spiritual
attitude of the nation which finally erupted in the
Revolution of 1956.
It grew from day to day.

It was a personal business of the individual. Those who

are speaking about groups are eitlier dreaming or lying.
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Yes, this was already a group, but this group could
count “or about seventy percent of the Party intellec-
tuale, in other words, of its leading stratum in all
positions.

I kncw about this only so much that the army - with the
exceytion of very few - in case of war would have been
not tle bulwark , but the mine in -“he Warsaw Pact.

It wes, but they have begun to organize seriously only
at the beginning of 1956.

S:e Irodalmi Uisdg.

" want to ansver this question with the words of a shop-
fyreman in the shipyards of Obuda who explained to me
a fact - which actually RAkosi has mentioned twice him-
self in his speech during the March Resolution - in the
following words: "Listen to me Joe (Szaki), they are the
biggest asses, when they say that ~he sabotage is orga-
nized. Everybody is doing sabotage. I am an old Social-
Democrat. Do you know, what i? means "spontaneous sabo-
tage" ("ontevékeny szabotézs")? And in addition, it's
very useful and lucrative. Copper is needed for the
ships destined for the Soviet Union? Plated sheets will
be good enough for them! The coppe:r will be sold to the
emall foundries. I do it and my colleagues do it, often
without saying a word to each other."

Every trauma, according to the laws of traumatology,
sooner or later will erupt in action.

(Note: Respondent was recommended Zor a "B" Interview
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on the intelleciual ferment preced:ng the Revolution

of 1956),
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After 1948, the two most reliable : ourses of news had

been the bulletinn . :: released by the British and the

US embassies. Up to 1951, they appeared daily and were

distributed through an organiéed distribution service

free of charge. l.ost of the distributors had been
:arreated/€;%1.

Besides thesep the Hungarian news lroadcasts of the

Western countries. Among these the most up-to-date was

Voice of America, the most objective, BBC. The broad-

casts of the XERX Radio Free Europe, had been frequently

contradieted by %BC.

The most importunt was the British Home Service.

After that the 6 p.m. and midnight news of AFN Munich

and after thet its Hungarian langusage news broadcasts.

From 1949 to 1953, I was preoccupied with work and with
looking for work. I had no time to read newspapers. It
was nct worth either. I read usually weekly once the

Sunday number of Szabad Nép, because out of that I

coculd see exactly the Party line o’ that week.As far as
weekly and monthly pedodical literature is concerned,
I have read only scientifié magazines, e.g. the Ter-
mészettudoményi K8zldny, Orvosi Heuilap, Erdd és Vad

Gazdélkodds, and when I could get hold of it, the

Digest. This latter I usually read at the reading room
of the British and the US Embassies. Sometimes, in one

or the other editorial offices I could see the "Neue
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Zircher Zeitung", Die Tat and the Veltwoche. At the

editorial office of Magyar Nemzet one could find twice

& week the New York Herald /ribune and the Paris Soir.

In all places of work there had to be a wall newspaper,
but this was prepared only because it had to be and was
renewed usually only at the time of official control
visits, wheun the six months 0l1d and worn out news had
been removed and replaced with the relatively new ones.
See under (2).

I saw some of the leaflets sent by the balloons of
Radio FPree Europe. This was at my place of work in the
Cserhét and in the Bakony mountains. There was no other

illegal printed material up to 1954.

I 4id not get to the theaters neither to the movies. I
have not seen one movie or theatrical performance from

1948 to January 1956.

Very much. I used this time to re-rsad the Greek and XOREX
Roman classics and to make a thoroush study of ancient
philosophy. Thus, I have read from :he Iliad and Odyssea
tb the Breviary of Epictetas and from the Ethics of
Aristotle to the Summa Theologica of St. Thomas, every-
thing available.

Volume by volume all the works of Haxley. Through the
kindness of the Piarist fathers, I learned about Graham

Green and his works. Together with 1y cousin, we trans-
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lated Orwell's "1984" and Huxley's "Ape and essence".
My steady companions have been the Ilissale Romanum,
Madéch's "The Tragedy of Man, and the Ballads of Arany.
Berzsenyi, Vordsmathy, Arany, Gyulé Juhfg, Attila
Jbzsef; Huxley, Green, Steinbeck, Thornton Wilder,
Chesterton, and Paul Claudel; Gyula Kridy and Jékai.
Why? Because only this way could cie remsin an "Athenian
in Sparta".

The public libraries, especially in the villages, hafe'
been - with the exception of a few GArdonyis and in
false covem hiding MArai's and S&rior Térsk's volumes,
which have been smuggled in by somz honest teachers -

Just murderous trash, dappily not read at all.

For the Radio the same answer applies as to the news-
papers. One has listened only to the announcements of
the Party and of the government ead that only because

of sober self-defence.

See under (1).

They did not punish it as such, tkay always found some
other title by which they could revenge it. (At the

same time the clerks of the construction direction in
Szt&linvAiros have listened to Radion Free Europe in the
morning, at noon-time, and in the svenings. In the club-
room of the power-station at Ajka,the Party secretary
has taken upon himself the role of the "hirfeleldsg" =
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responsible for the news. Foreign news could be listened
to only in his presence, because this way even the

shadow of suspicion was avoided. The motto was: "Watch

- out, the secretary-"szaki" is not here yet!" In 1953,

if there was no stranger present, the workers were
dancing in the evening to music from AFN Munich in Ajlks
The Party secretary was before an unskilled worker at
the power station and he kept his ¥FFR¥¥FX¥ ]Joyalty to

his fellow workers to this extent.

From the end of 1953, the best an! most relisble source
of information was a number of the internal contributors
to Szabad Nép, which has been alrceady in a process of
ferment. One could find out from them the true situation
in Moscow and at the same time, tlie excellent summaries
of the Western news, prepared by the official news
gervice of the Party.

There were lots of rumours circulating all the time.

The best illustration is that almoist classic greeting
in Pest: "Tell me some good news, never mind if it's

not true!" (Any former inmate of prison or internment
camp, or person who had been in preliminary arrest ,

can testify to the miraculous fact that the inmates

of such institutions had always b:tter, more reliable,
and objective information about tae situation than
people living outside in comparatively more freedom.

I do not know why this was so, but this is a fact.)
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There had been, e.g. the district j;hysicians, the
barbers working around the institutions of the Party,
a few first-class dentists in Budapest, and in the
country, the old waiters of a few first class restau-
rants.

The workers in the liquor-shops. In the state offices
there was always a so-called "duma szoba", a room fof
intinate conversation. The intellectuals, on the othef'
hard, mostly smong themselves between four walls; the
prasants in the villages have gone to one of their
vine-cellars, where only the invited guests were allowed
to enter.

There is, but there are no more discussions, only com-

munication of experiences, "tapaszialat Atadés".

Taere was no reliable newspaper, but if somebody learned
how to read between the lines, Magvar Nemzet was good

for a while and also the Béke és Ssabadsig.

The press was directed and the new:s service was
according to the Party line, "pArtoss" news service.
See under (8z).

I started to read Irodalmi Ujség at the end of 1954.

Before that time, I have seen only a few numbers of it.
It was lying miserably. The most iateresting period in
the development of Irodalmi Ujség, is between June
1954 to September 1955. These numbars, to a person

who can read, are the most excellent documents on the
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psychology of the ferment and development.

(8g) From September 1954, every day. For a brain which had
the power of combination and interpretation, from this
time - excepting a few short lived relapses (due to the
fluctuation n%nfhe strength of power of Oszkéir Bethlen) -
it was an excellent paper.

(8h) I was editor of it.

(9) For this, I want to give only one 2xample. When I was
working as a driller, I had been in about 8% villages,
in all parts of the country within a year. For example,
in Lorinci (MAtra Power Station), Tiszafiired, Tiszapal-
konya, Szolnok-Killstvéiros, Berente (Borsdd Power Sta-
tion), Ajka, Bonyh&d, etc. In all these places, you
could seldom hear the intermission sign of Radio Buda-
pest sound from the open windows, but all the time,
openly and without any shame, the clarinet sign of
IRadio Free Europe was loudly rising in the air. This
fact proves that everybody was trying to be well-in-
informed. (I was present once on & meeting called
together to discuss better production. The Communist
Party secretary, who presided over the meeting, un-
intentionally betrayed himself as having listened the
night before to the Radio Free Europe broadcast.)
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This has finished the Second World War. However, I
would have never dared to take the moral responsibllity
for this act upon myself.

The dueation is one-sided. The first step of aggression
was unquestionably started by the Soviets, but the
gituation was brought to the point of explosion by the
power struggle of both, the West and the East.

With ke an elementary knowledge of the physical sciences,
anybody could see through of that nystery story con-
structed for the stupid masses. It was the greatest
impossibility, which will remain a"cause célébre" in
the cultural history of human stupidity. The Soviet
documentation has shown,inter alia, an insect with
kitin-hull as the spreading insect of thé American _
bacteria. Anybody = who has ever studied some entomology
knows that the kitin-covered insects have phosphoric
acid secretion which kills off, ab ovo, all spore,
bacteries, and even firuses.

I never took it seriously, because I had informations
about the development of the Western German psyche
toward pacifism.

At the time when I was a driller, I have found such
myself. They were prepared with lifitle skill and with
saddening lack of knowledge of the real situation in
Hungary. I thought of it as irresponsible demagogy.
Even so, it was better than nothing. It kept us believ-
ing that the West i: caring for us.
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We have imown everything about it. Its suppression has
gsown inio our souls the first doubts about the action
potential and the reliability of the West.

I knew enough about it, but in Hungarian eyes Geneva
was ilways a "gitt-egylet" (An untranslatable term. It
mears a "children's play associaticn, which busies
itsel? with uninportant or irrelevent metters".) and
it remained such.

We did not care zbout them. There ideas and goals have

been long ago by-passed by the rapidly changing time?
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The whole system should be changed.

Tﬁe new gysiem which I am thinkirg of, would contain
quite a few things based on similar ideas, but entirely
different i:- execution. |

People approve of the general, pcpular insurance system,
of the land reform, of the enlargement of popular edu-
cation, té a great extengﬁthe juet normalisation of the
excessive social and material diiferences, of the possi-
bility cf success independently of any cast system, of
the avpreciation of the workers, who have played an
imyortant role in the branches which are contributing

‘o the equilibrium of the produciion of the state, and
of making available for everybody the cultural possibi-
lities. But, we were able only to approve of these

ideas and principles, but not of the practice, because,

nowhere
in fact, that was almost X¥¥EX and non-existent.

Undoubtedly.
In this part of the world, it is to-day yet unimaginable.

We have learned that those policies, which have been

‘built on anti-human philosophy, sre similar to the

epidemic sprading insects. We have to use desinfectors
against thenm. It is not right, because it is violating
the human freedom, but anybody would be crazy who

would let & leper come among his children.

1 am convinced believer in the freedom of speech.
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(3ed) If the government is working honestly and justly, any
insulting or oppositional voice would become ab ovo
ridiculous. And if the governmment is bad, in spite of
all inhibition and punishment, everybody will spesk

about it.

(4) If we succceded in making incapable of germinating the
dangerous epidemics, meetings will serve only to further
clarify “ssues; therefore they will be good.

(4a) If the government is bad, the government should fall.

(4b) In one case: If the government of a system is anti-
human and anti-society, and if this government, i.e.
system, is upheld by armed terror. (Note: Even in this
case, oily then if there is no hope whatsoever that the
gsober s>cieties could intervene in order to end the

anti-huran measures.)

(5) Hurgary can only become viable again, if free enter-
prise and free competitior. - kept in a sober equili-
brium by aypropriate taxation - will serve as the

basis for sound economy.

(6) Yes. "“he basic materials and productions and their
digiribution; which are of existential importance
from the point of view of production and of the socio-
logy of a counitry, cannot depend on the business

interests of certain individuals.,
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Th. finishing industry has to be left in the hands of
rrivate Imitix individuals. The reason for this is the
fact that only free competition can secure the most
important demand on industrial production , namely the
reliable and solid quality.

Yes. Without seeing the results of somebody's work and
without the possibility of getting ahead and succeed
through his own ability and work, labour will lose its
meaning for the individual.

The private bank, if it is serving the publiec goéd
within the state.

Yes. I think that the practice of the Roman Empire is
8till right. There, according to the doctrin of Claudiué:
"The bread and the oil, the wine and the life-beauti-
fying fruits cannot 59 left to disappear in the sacks
of the profit-ceekers."

Outside the monopoly of the basic needs of life, every-
thing else.

The commercial monopolies have killed the Hungarian

economy .
See under previous questions.

There is no state without some planning of its economy ,
but it is a utopia to plan more than a year ahead,
especially in the field of agriculture. However, there

has to be a planned policy, which should be formed in
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perfect knowledge of the situation with fundamental
training in national economy, with great elasticity
and tha art of balancing. Everything else;has proved
ites binkruptey enough in the Soviet apheré.

Keevwing the economic possibilities of the state before
the eyes, to those agricultural and industrial products,
which can be fit profitably into a geographical unity
or into the frames of an economic union.

Demind and supply,never anything else.

Th: state has the right of interference only in matters

cmcerning public interest.

F.actly the way as a member of a family has obligations
fowards its family.

¥ithout taxes there is no state. How high the taxation
should run, that will be decided by the right of the
wrong social attitude of a society. If it is right,

it will take into cousideration the weaker and less
skill?ul members of the society too.

No comment on this. -

Good laws and orders will be kept willingly.

The state is the totality of the citizens; it is not
an end in itsel!. Therefore the state is for the citi-

zeas and not the citizens for the state.
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It has been improved to a great extent. This is the
only thing which, although only to a certain extent,
but it still means a great development.

The Party and persons who were indispensable for the
Party could afford anything.

The others on a mediocre average. |
Only so much on this point that, in spite of some gene-
ralized but not general, excessive phenomena, the Hun-
garian doctors have grown up to their vocation.

The system developed very nicely during the years. Hdw-
ever to the great detriment of it, there were many
among its administrators, who have worked with the
standard of the well-~known "socialist working morale".
The work competition campaign among the chemical fac-
tories has deteriorated to the extent that e.g. in
1955, weekly three or four urgent telegram circulars
were_sent out to all drugstores to suspend, or rather
hold back the sale of some series of medicaments just
sent out by the factory. In Sajbszentpéter, in the
case of a vaccine against scarlet fever, the warning
arrived too late and the result wes 160 serious cases
of scarlet fever in that relatively small community.
That happened in 1954.

Miners working in wet mines need badly vitamin "C".

In Sajbbhbony, there were signs of scorbutus, in spite
of the daily &ix pills of vitamin "C". The physician
of the mine has crushed five pills of vitamin "C" and
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this pulverized stuff he sent up to Budapest fo the
Institute of Public Health for analysis. The official
anawef wag: "The matefial which you have sent for chemi-
cal analysirs is talcum powder with some ascorbin acid_
traces." (/Zscorbin acid is the vitamin "C".)

In Borsbd County, in the villages far away from Eiskoic,
the distriet doctors, who had been exiled politically

to that part of the country, but who had to provide

for 3-4J00 souls, did not receive permits to buy a

motor vehicle. The same happened in many other parts

of the country. At the Hungarian Medicali Congress, which
was held in February 1956, Prof. HorAnyi has revealed
the official statistical data for the last two years.
According to these, the mortality rate of the country
doctors increased as compared to 1938, by 65 %. The
cause of that was in 91 cases among 100 arteriosclerosis
or one or the other kind of thrombosis, resulting from

murderous overwork..

Yes, but already in 1950 people, even in the villages,
have learned how to discriminate. This is shown by the
fact that - as we have learned in the summer of 1956,
when some of the official account books have been
available - the Soviet films have brought.in only

5-8 % of the money which was paid for them. On the
other hand, many could not afford to/gogggd theatre

or a good film, or they had no time to stand in line
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(13) This question lacks again factual knowledge. With the
exception of the"slave" section of the society and the
relatively rare times of disorders in distribution,
whica was caused by pure stupidity in Hungary people
ate well. Perhaps not with the variety of a Western
restaurant, but sufficiently to satisfy the average

nreds.

(14)  Much worse. Up to 1946, because there was no clothing,
after 1946 because, due to the régime's policy, the
clothing industry has been ruined. One could not afford
to buy good clothings. For example, a good quality,
well-tailored suit has cost the amount which a depart-
ment head dhief engineer has made in a month, 1.700 -
1.800 iorints. A good pair of shoes was 550 - 700 fts.
The cheaper ones were junk. Well-dressed people have
clothed themselves either from blackmarket business or

because of their political reliability.

(15) See Imre Nagy's speech on June 50th, 1953.
(15¢) See under (15).

(16) The fundamental question here is the healthy organisa-
tion for the defense of the workers' interests. This

could be called trade union or whatever you like.
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Those who are absolutely qualified and know not only
about thelr own business, but also about the national

economy .

The same: as the people have understood the letters
standing for collective farms, namely the Hungarian
TSzCs, which was tranélafed for Tov&bb Szolghld Cselédek.
That means in Engliahﬂ Servants continuing to work in
their bondage.

According to my experience, the collective farm system
was bad.

The same is true of the state farms too. The soil will
produce only the desired production for the national
economy, if it wiil truly "belong to those who are
working on it".

Even its memory should be forgotten. Co-operatives are
only justified in the Danish form, as protective and
marketing co-operatives.

The land has to be distributed; this is imperative.
First of all, the peasants should get cultivable land,
but not as a present, but for a wisely set price which
could be paid in instalments. In the eyes of the Hunga-
rian peasant - I can testify to this out of many expe-
riences - land which he receives as a present, has no |
value. He values only such land which he can know for
certainly as his, because he has acquired it through
hard labour.
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After a sober distribution of the land, which should
take into consideration the geographical conditions

and unities, thke further development should be left

for the skilfu’ness and knowledge of the farmers. One
or the other piece of land, which has special qualities
and, maybe, perticular geographic unity, should be

"left, because of its usefulness, as a greater unity, a

greater estate, but generally the most reliable back-
bone of the [lungarian agrix agricultural economy, were
always the 6)-100 yoke, intensively cultivated farms.
Yes. Exception would be the animal and plant improving
experimental statiors which have been developed before
1938. These are more needed to-day than ever before.
But the adrinis ration and direction of these should
not be left to “he departments of various ministries,
but should be eatrusted to the practically working
scientific insiitutes.
Yes.
This question is to-day already obsolete. The land-
own.ng class bas been almost completely absorbed;from
treir descendonts not even 15 % or perhaps much less,
‘now anything about farming. However, if there would
be any possibility for that, just for the sake of
creating a epiritual equilibrium, those people who had
been deprived from their land property, should get
some nominal compensation for it.

Undoubtedly. In the form of improved seeds for sowing,



(17m)

(17q)

(18)

(184}

(18f)

(19)

NO.442 “A"™ "NTERVIEW SECTION "I" LL  p.139

pedigree animals, parasite control, long term invest-
ments, loins, and cheap fuel for agriculture.

I would think the Danish form as the most healthy. I

would «ntrust them to the Farmers' Interest Associations.

Mechrnisation E%?form as the Communists tried to intro-

dure it, is fundamentally mistaken, because of the
peculiarities of formation and composition of the
Hungarian soil. Besides, natural farmyard manure is

indisvensable for Hungarian agriculture.

Only so far that the state should guarantee the right
of Iree activities for the churches, The teaching
orders, in order to enable them to keep up their
sc100ls, should receive a cartain agricultural terri-
‘ory. With this exception, the church should be com-
pletely independent and should be the church of the
people; the people should support it.

Yes, because of the moral side of the education. Mot
the teaching of religion should be obligatory, but the
religious education, whether in school or in any other
form.

Only to church school.

This has only one solution. The popular judgment has
to be prohibited most strictly. But besides that, they

should be left to their fate. The people know very
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well bow to discriminate and select.

The leaders should be called for account.

They should be brought before a gcreening committee, -
eich in the district where he was working, which
committee should be set up evevywhere according to a
gpxer sober principle and under the chairmanship of an
indifferent man, qualified in legal proceedings.

There is no such a thing.

The first step: All of them should be interned and
scereened according to the data discovered on their
activities and investicate it; the murderers should be
sentenced according to the law; thelopportuniata should
be deprived of their first class i%ﬁ%ﬁaas citizens;
those who were forced into th%,orgaﬁisation, should be"
given back to the society.

Except the officers, the greatest rumber of them could
be kept as police-men and the screening should be left
for them to do, as a body which would certainly throw
out the unreliable elements.

PFree room for them for their further activities.

From the point of view of Western culture, a very
important event of world history was the Magyar con-
quest of Hungary, namely the fact that just at that
territory in the Carpathian Basgin, a people has
settled down which was entirel& stranger to all the

surrounding peoples. And because it was a stranger
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and, in its soul a true believer, up to point of naivity,
and straightforward and gentlemenlike, up to the point

of foolishness,it has believed that its true vocation was
XX to defeind’ the West against the blows coming from the
East and it has fulfilled this vocation with the
greatest sacrifices. Behind the live-fence of this

slowly bleeding and weakening people, has developed,
strengthened, and became cultured that West which later
sat into its neck and has cheated out Hungary of every-
thing which she has ever possessea. Besgides this in-
valuable service of defense, Hungary has given the

world, from the days of Louis the Great up to our own
days, innumerable artists, scholars, and scientists

with a peculiar intuition and creative force.

(21) Herdly any more to-day, but one thing remains: That
intuitive capacity which it brought along from the East
and unconsciously still has, namely that it recognizes
the decisive problems of the ages before any other
nation and tries to find the answer for it. Example:
Hungary had the first constitutional monarchy, Hungary
hed the first social revolution, ard with the example
of Transylvania, Hungary has tried first the confedera-
tive collaboration of different pecples.

(212) In that it is intuitive.

(21b) 1In that that it could never be slave.

(21¢) In that that it has always put humenity before business.
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In nothing.

The nation is small. Thatf, in spite of this, the diffe-
rent social strata have specific characteristics, is
due to the fact of the strong mixture of foreign
elements. The landless peasants and the former Hunga-
rian aristocrats, had both the same fundamental human
characteristics. The revolutionary instability of the
worker, the greediness of the developing bourgeoisie,
of tradesmen and artisans and their seﬁarativeneas |
towards the rest of the society, the corruption of the
middle class bureaucracy, and the anti-humanistic
pride of the leading aristocracy, are the result of
the admixture of Slavie, Saxon, Swabian, Turkish, and
latin blood.

Yes.

There was none. Any that would have been such, must
have perished either because of the imperial interestai
of the Habsburgs or the aristocracy, which was put in :
power by the victorious powers, or because of the
power interests of the imperialistic III. Reich and
later the Soviets.

The feudal Hungary actually has ceased to exist in
1919. The Horthy régime has resurrrected it only in
its shadow, which then during the World Depression of
19%1, has died a final death.Feudalism can exist only

if there is actual power at its disposition.
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The social differences have been pronounced. The econo-
mic differences, except a small minority, cannot be
said to have been great.

It was a 20 years long, desperate conjuration of
spirits.

There was no Hungarian policy. Hungarian poliecy could
have been made only by open sacrifices of individuals.
07 this, except the one PA1 Teleki, one part of the
leading governing class, because it was German, did

no’ even want to think; the other opart on the other
hend, did not deserve to be called Hungarian nor poli-
tician. They were with the words of Berzsenyi: "Hitvany
gydge b&b" (contempii ble, weak puppets).

From 1944-48, there was the most healthy and most help-
ful period of the last half century.

We have learned already that the political frontiers
are the cancer of EBurope.

Only in the case, if the propaganda Hr passionate
insistance on the rights of political frontiers poisons
the people. My conviction is that the people living in
the Danubian valley, can live in psace with each other
in the atmosphere of their knowledge about their mutual

need to live together.
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Qur yroblem could be solved only, in the first stage,
by &n experimentally created, Danubian Confederation,
(se» P41 Teleki's plan), but at the final stage only
by a United Europe.

The Hungarian icholars and scientists should give the
id:as for a solution,in the first place”&Eeatiana of

the agriculture, but also scientific problems relating

to the real life. The execution and the policies should

be left for others.
Rissia should remain a great Power.
Only that these things would only retard the solution

which can be efiected without these procedures.

To-day I cannct be yet objective,therefore I do not

want to say any opinion.

Marxism ie built up on one single truth and sees only
one section. Everything which sounds beautiful it, XX
because of its false fundaments, is ab ovo impossible

to realize.

Lenin was not a Marxist, he only found a theory which

he could fit to the messianism of the Eastern Slavdom.
Stalin was not a Marxist either. With less culture,
but with characteristic Slavic despotism, he was the
gsame as Ivan the Terrible or Alexender 1. He was the

Czar and the Head of the Church.
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Tito is on: of the last shoots of the mass leaders of
the 20th century. In my opinion, he is not an ideo-
logue, h: is only a very skilful chess-player with a
great cense of political realities and with a great
lust for power. He is a phenomenon of our time.
Very few of them have any idea about Marxism.
Democracr is a political notion. Marxism, to-day, can-
not be seperated any more from the dogmatic system of
materielism. And in a case when & dogmatic system
wants to govern a state, democracy is ab ovo impossible.
In 1000 yeare, only for two years, from the begimning
of 1946 %o th: end of 1948. Even this was spiced with
Soviet-3dussiar occupation.
In principle, the respect of the opinion of others,
the appreciation 6f the human values, the recognition
»£ private properties and of the right of success of
other people, the right of objective criticism con-
cerning the intereéta of the community, and the sub-
ordination of the individual interest to the interests
of the society and the prohibition of power, which
would be exercised to the detriment of others. But this
means for myself that since decades I would have liked
to take a lamp into my hand, just like Diogenes, and

look for this man.

I do not know. In my opinion, it is a notion absolutely
unclarified and, I think, it does not exist at all.
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My suspicion is that under National Communism we have
to understend the antagonism toward the oppressive
power »f Moscow.

(27¢) The same thing applies to Gomulka.

(27d4) He is not a Communist. He recognized the weakening of
the Soviet Union and, because he has been deeply dis-
illusined of the Communist dogmatics, he tried to
turn their own dialectics against them in the interest
of the Polish independence movement.

(27e) It might be a prejudice, but with Communism, which not
in ite principles but in its evolution, has proved its
egsenc2, any human feeling is incompatible. Such a
systen which has as its basic dogma the class struggle,
the contradictions within the society and the comnscious,
ardeat hatred,can be called only satanic. Patriotism,

on the other hand, is a human feeling.

(28) I hauve told my opinion already in the preceding chapters.
I want %o add only so much that it gives the widest
poasibiLities for the boldest gueeses.

(28b) It did not happen; there is no sense to talk about a

condisional past.
(29) I rave no comment on these questicns.

(30) 7t has to be answered together with (30a):

(30a) If there would emerge a popular leader, his Party
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would win the elections. And if threre will be such a

leader, his name is certainly not known to us to-day.

Under what they deserved, the groups under a, b, c,
d, and e, with the exception of those scientists and
intellectuals who are indispensable for the colonial
poliey.

Above their merits.

The Party nnd its favourites defiritely above.

Nutside %l of the Party organisation, which has been
paid alreacy by the Soviet Union that time, therefore
has lived vell, everybody has beer under better circum-

gtances.

I heve to state again that harmony was only during the
respite aad during the ferment before the Revolution;
esen thait time it was not harmony among the different
social classes, but it was a national harmony, hoping
in its delivery from tyranny. The governing principle
of the Communist system is the "bella omnium contra
omnes" and the state power,as the neutral third, is

rejoicing.

Only one thing, that namely the United States considers
far more dangerous the Soviet Union for herself than to

prove her obligation stemming from her preaching about
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the liberation of the oppressed peoples, which is going

on ginc2 years.

Thrse who have fought on the side of the régime after
October 23rd, that is about 1 1/2 to 2 % of the popu-

lation.

Actively or passively, 98 % of the nation.

I have none.
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I would like to ask only one question: Does thé Colum-
bia Univarsity think it right and proper to conduct a

propaganda campaign between two Great Powers, in such

'a way tiat it can cause the bleeding to death of a

eredulous, little people or, maybe in the future, of
more liftle nations, of course, with effective, propa-
gandistic success for the United States.

I consider it as a decisive and important gathering of
resecrch material, which has few parallels in the poli-
ticel history of the 20th century. The question is,

hov will it be used and digested.

Fyom the lack of imagination.

Tiose things which are really important and essential,

n my opinion, will be said truthfully.

Under all circumstances.

I have told these in connection with the preceding
questions.
T am writing a novel about the human experiences of the

last ten years.




