Copy No, LS

NO, 614 , "B= 510" INTERVIEW JLB Po 1

August, 1957

Zurich

20

3. Klosbach Strasse 107, Zurich

bo 29

S F

6. fungarian

7o Roman Catholic

8, Jewish

9 Single

10,

1l. Secretary

%20 Typograpaer
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1,.  Upper Middle Class
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16, No
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18, No

19, Four semegters in Philosophy at the Peter Patmany Univer-

sity, Buadpest.

20, Budapest

21, Budapest

22, Budapest

23 None

2o November 20, 1956

25. Austria (4 days), Switzerland

26, No

27,

28, BBC

29,

3le "10" - Rapport wes cxcellent and did not vary at all, though the subject
discussed could have easily produced awkiserdness - Respondent was "recruited®
by the AVA %o be an informer’

32, "l0% = Jo!

33. Respondent started out ¥y flatly refusing to be interviewed, dut once
she bad consented, her cooperativensss was ®10% plus.

34. Not gt all.
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Sae was brought up by % father, a follower of the Bajcsi-Zsilinszky
line, to be a cosmopolitan. In additiuin, s-‘]i:.-e was licked for
20 years., w#hy should a}ae be a patriot' Actually, gh::bs still
being kicke. by hw-zr ex-countrymeno Dens Horvath ani Tibor Kis-
marjai-Kiss accusedfh-a-r, while s}ae- was working at t.e Hungar@n
nawspaper (i Hirado $eo, having a j;daic-halsﬁnevist..c atitude, As
you may 1+tice, she said, the terminology does remini one of
Arrow.Cr:s times, doesn't it? Actually, my two acciiers, behind
whom stco! all the Hungarians of Switierland, were & \row Cross
Party Huittagca n

/ members. Kismarjai-Kiss had been excluded from the,Gaedren—of
Bar Assce. a.'hon

mmﬁ because of his membership In the Arrow Cross Pamyo And
yet, I ‘Lver %o taink what the outcime of/similar zxf® ac* sgation
would l2'2 been in the United States of America. Luckily, \ne

Swisgs clice are excellent and cold headed. Quiet inquiries .\mg
made, wong those Swiss,who gave a £xum favorable opinion of me

was m .andlord., He told the pecl/ce that if she was a spy, thern
'&c sG-hﬂoL-rﬂ hev / /
he w«;ud41;g,§:afaer—at—11¢rm3. (hagz kem, akkor iskolaba fogol

ho,rs-:f jai'ni )e

N>, she had never been a pa‘riot, The Hungesrians prevented
e’ ‘rom becoming one, She do's remember the Nazi times, She
#> a teenager, and she had on: desire: 1live., That's when the
frst time she opposed her mother., Her grandmother was old, and

'3r mother did not want %< ex:ose her to hiding, to wander around
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in unknown places., (Her father was in a forced labor camp at the
time.,) She very strongly felt that if they didn't go into hiding,
they would be picked up, dragged away and killed. She urged her
mother to leave the luxurious villa in which they were living and
also leave har.grandmother. Her mother 1oo§ed at her-terribly
frightened, If the Gestapo had come to pick them up, hérmother
couldn'*t huzve had a more frightened look. "You simply cannot ask
me to leave my old mother!™ - "Yes, I can.” (If a couple of months
ago, scnebody had told her that she would ask her mother to practi-
callyfgér grandmother, she would have laughed = it would have been
so impossible. And yet, she will never forget the tone of her

own voice when she practically ordered her mother to kill that old
women who, at: the moment, seemed nothing more than a burden., She
did feel like a criminal and yet she was perfectly aware of the fact
that if she did not chose to kill, she would be killed herself. That
is what the Hungarian Nazis made of her. She suddenly realized the
strength of the circumstances and she suddenly realized her own
weakness, when confronted with overwhelming odds.)

I became a Communist Party member in 1945, But as I was not

18 years o0ld yet, proven Communists ait had to vouch for me. It
was Hilda Cobbi and Tamds Major who did it. (When Respondent men-
tioned the name of Hilda Gobbi - a very famous actress and equally
fanous for being a homosexual and liking very young girls - I

LL? M& S 03
10)ked}f She noticed my looké~without embarrassment: You seem to
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know much about Hilda Gobbi. Yes, she liked me and - spoiled me,
I was very athletic looking, even more so then ncw, strong as
an ox and had an insatiable curiosity in every field. Gobbi satise
fied my intellectual curiosity - she introduced me to Thomas lMann,
among others - and my sensual curiosity as well.)

When I ©told my fither about my Party membership, in the tone

[;t‘o Bae@zl(:: )
of: epeter le bourgecis, he did something he had not done before

or since, for that matter., He slapped me, Those two slaps worked.
Not immediately, but slowly and constantly., As the years went
by, I felt smaller and less smart. Intellectually, I liked to
think of myself as being socialistically minded « I was all for
raising the living standards of the proletarians, But I qays had
to discover that I waéjterrible snob: while I wanted the prole-
.tarians to live under more human cong"it.'lonsa I strongly felt that
[at a certain distance]

they should be kept: "drei Schritt vom Leib", (Since in Switzer=
land, I've been in good friendship with the Countess of Esterhazy
and, to my great amzzement, I had to discover that I was a & much
bigger snob than she was. I suppose this shows the humanitarianism
of the real amiksak aristocracy and the ®»ee} snobbism of tha-igggzx
middle class.)

Coming back to 1945, she immediately became feverishly active
in the Party center of the fourth district, It was indeed an
extremely pleasant pasitime to go to the Party headquarters of the

fourth digtrict. The headquarters were on the Stefdnia Street and
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this fact stamped the nature of the activities of the members -
almost exclusively intellectuals, French movies were shown,
Western authors discussed and pingpong tournaments were staged,
If a proletarian cared show up, nobody noticed him, No prole-
tarian came back f'or the second xitkx - time, This M"elub life"”
went on until 1947 and slewly the intellectuals disappeared and
the profile of the Party btecame more and more proletarian. I
graduated from secondary school in '4,6, and due to the insistence
of Dramatie A+ls
of Hilde Gobbi, registered at the,épademxo I attended the courses
more or less regularly and was ousted at the end of the year, due
to my complete lack of acting ability. The influence of my
father became stronger and that of Gobbi diminished, ™You are
readéng Proust ,[Iijﬁﬁzz?&e% ._Hffnl.'fg;oitf& ildealist philosophers and
you &till say: ‘'Feraus mit uns:" he used to tell me.

At the Acadeny I shomfl didn't even bother to register at the
Party organizatior and never attended any meetings., "I hate them,”
I used to dec¢”lare nonchalantly. And as my intellectual horizonz
widened, ny adherence to the Middle Class was fortified. And the
days c¢f Party revision came and I was askaed to practice self-
criticism, I acknowledged, laughingly, that I was not mature
enough and the proletarians.who at that time were at the head of
the Party organization did not oust me., The Party secretary used

to wash our windows, in the good old times, in our willa, He

was extremely flattered that my fate depended on his decision and
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he tried to induce me to sleep with him, For a couple of weeks,

I led him on « it was exciting to play with fire « and then I
dropped him. And he dropped me: I was"degraded™ to become a

Party candidate., But I was not a "fresh" Party candidate,l was
reassigned to being a Party candidate,which was, as I found out
later, 2 bad position to be in. From time to time I was called

into Party headquarters and lectured = those were the times when

I & got completely Ted up with Communist ideology and its supporter:s,
The policies acvocated in 1953, had nothing in common with those

of 1945,

Meanwhile, I attended courses in literature and % history of
art at the University of Budapest. My status was that of a so-
called "frees student" (szabad hallgato), I did not have to pass
exams, but prepared for my Pho.D., This "free studentship" was
abolished
gedeed in 'L9 (two years after my attending various coursesat the
Faculty of Philo%gﬁay] and I decided not to continue as a regualr
student;.c The latter status would have implied passing exams, and
I did not possess the necessary discipline to prepare for them,

So, I learned short-hand zncd typing)and was employed by the Library
of the School of Economics and, after six msk months,was transferred
te the Central PlanuingBoard; after a couple of montrs,I was trans-
ferred to the Ministry of Internal Trade and worked there, as a

secretary, from 1950 to 1953; I was transferred to an agricultural

planning institution, called "Agroterv™ and, after a couple of
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weeks, gave my resignation. Leaving one's employment zkswm place
voluntarily was considered a great crime and it was the Labor
Reservef%gok care of me, I was assigned to the Hungarian-Soviet
Society's Secretariat of .Budapest and was given administrative
work., [ had previcusly learned, while working for the Ministry
of Domestic Trade,the printing and publishing trade. &ew Actuall;
my official status was that of a secretary but I worked in the
publishing offices of technical books = and I was trained to be-
come an expert in typography. As some of the leaders of the pub-
lishing company ﬂMagveté" knew of my qualificatlons, they asked
for me and thus 1 was assigned to become technical secretary,
actually technical editor, of the publishing house of the Writers
Union: "the Magvetd",

And, during all these years ('49-'56) I was an outstanding
athlete (élspartolé) in rowin% and skiing. |

And during all these years, I did not stop shooting my mouth
off, I used to say, for imstance: "I wonder when my maid, Kati,
will be assigned to become chief of a division in our ministry,”

(at the time, I was working at the Ministry of Internal Trade).

Whenever I attended Party meetings, I started to snore loudly -
when awokened, I sald that T was overworked and needed sleep., On
the 15th of March, I made a point of going to a Party meeting and
made a point of sayi@gioudly that the 15th of March should m= be

celebratet, (I couldn't care less for the 1l5th of March - after
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all, it was "their" holiday, but I hated Communism just as much
as I hated Hungarian nationalism - and 1 wanted to ridicule one
w;;h the other,) And I invariably became sick whenever the demon-
strations of the 4th of April and the lst of May would come up.
And at Faster and at Pentﬂcost she, who does not believe in any
religion, would invariably go to church. But, as an outstanding
athlete, I figure that I was "untouchable",
In October of 1952;lirs. Jozsef Szarka, a police detective came
with as a witness
to my office and asked me to gomxikit her to the police/in some
type of traffic accident. Not suspecting foul play, I went with
her to police headquarters. The minute I stepped into the room,
a very antipathetic looking man asked me whether I knew why I
was called in and locked the door with a key. I asmwx answered
that it must be a mistake,because I don't recall ever witnessing
and accident - "Think harder." - "I did not steal and I cheated
only when absolutely necessary, so I really don't kmw know," -
"You are the prisoner of the AVH." -« "I don't understand. Aren't
these police headquarters?" - "There are many things you don't
understand, yet," - "And k now you'd better enumerate your crimes,"
- I figured out in a split second that I would acknowledge all my
past "sins", the ones which were publiésgly knoqﬂ so to speak, I
told him about my going to the church "in spite of", about my
not attending public demonstrations; about my snoring during Party
meetings, etc., I talked for one hour. At that moment, the "hangman"
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came in - a brutal looking character, all shoulders, all hands,
made to beat up people., And at that mcment I realized that I
had a terrific advantage over these twc animals, I was smarter,
And although cutwardly I was hysterically crying, I became very
calm, I was left alone for about fifteen minutes and I did not
look into the papers on the desk, knowing that they had means to
watch me from outside, I never concentrated so intensely in my
life, I figured out in advance all ny reactions, I knew that if
they did beat me, I simply could not stand ity I would spill out
everything, So, I concluded the main thing was not to be beaten
and gain time. They ccme back with a propesal: if I consented to
bring them reports about the political attitude of my sport com-
panions, I and my parents would not be interned‘i;-Kistaf4sa , as
they had solemnly promised me before, I was told who my liason
man would be, whare I would mé%ﬁhbm every second Thursday and about
whom specifica’ly I would regularly have to give reports, I signed
the agreemert and was taken home in arn AVE car.

Iy pareats were asleep, I wcke up my mother and told her the
story., I told her: "Don't faint, at the end I will have to take
pois:n, 80 please try to figure ocut a way of my getting the right
amounc of poison.,"™ - "Why would you prefer poison?" - "I have no
gur, I'm not going to jump in the Danube,because I'm too goodz a
goimmer and I'm afraid I would swim, So the only way for me to

giwe die is to take poison.™ - "I suppose you are right," my mother
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acknowledge:!. (October, 1952 = a conversation in Budapest between
a mother and daughter,

The next day I went #mto my office &nd continued my work a little
bit aghast and a little bit exhausted. In the afternoon I went
skiing and %old the story of the preceding day to an almost unknown
police officer who had been a lieutenant during the previous regime.
It was a coincidence that it was he who was in the skiing lounge =
I suppose I would have told the story to any man or woman I would
have founl = I got no solace from my mother and I did not want to
talk to ny father as he had a heart condition. This sudden con-
fession gfactically threw me into the arms of this police officer,

I becam¢ his mistress that very day - he was the first man in my

life, The fact thet he was married, didn't matter at all, at the

time, It matteredi very much later when I fell in love with him,

But taat particuvlar evening I only wanted a man to put his mxksx
arms around m2z, I wanted protection,

'he next diy I looked up my good friends: Mr, and Mrs. Gabor
Lcrént, musjcians (at the moment he is a member of the Hungarian
Fnilharmonia in Baden-Badan ) ; Wwho both have the gﬁi’dom of
Hindu philosophers and the desire to help of the mx early Christians,
We figured out, together with my newly acquired friend, I will have
to suddenly become sick - I will have to feign a sickness of the
nervous system, This simulation will have to be done very care-

fully because it would be easy for the AVH to have me transported
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to their own hospital and checked. My three good friendgkﬁlked

tha matter over carefully with a physician and it was finally

decided that I should have a sport accident. During skiing, I

was supposed to fall, hit my head .and suffer a concussion of

the brain, I went to the physician's office and during two

consecutive afternoons he £xk taught me what the symptoms would

have to be, It was decidedf?act" the most advanced stage of a

concussion of the brain as I was unable to vomit upon command.

But I was very gifted in a=kes acting faﬁnting and unconsciousness,

especially since I was told that I was allowed to periodically open

me eyes and try to say something. Actually the physician recom-

mended that I play the unconsciousness with open eyes; then I

was taught to mxm produce the proper reflexes - these were to be

produced at a later stage of the game., I was instructed to con-

trol my knees; 1ift my hands at a proper angle,x and give vent

to hystericzl outbursts - cry as much as possible. Then I was
remember t

told not to xmmmhlmx anywhing five hours mxmst preceding the acci-

dent and the day the accident % was supposed to occur I was

to take a pill which lowered my blood pressure.

Three weeks had gone by since I was taken to the AVH and I
had given one report in the meantime (I described in it at great
length the tonsilitis mf the child of the person I was supposed
to observe,had) and was threatened by fgg'liépon man that if I
did not produce by next Thursday a real report, my parents and I
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would be taken into a forced labor camp.
The report was due on Thursday and it was Tuesday, the day
of the Maccident", Together with a girl-friend of mine, (the
only proletérian I've ever had anything to do with - actually,
I suppose I played the part Hilda Gobbi had played in mine - it
was I who irtroduced her to Thomas Marn, etc.) to whom I devulged
the projected accident, we went skiing. Unfortunately, it started
raining wher. we arrived at the top of the Svébhegy. We decided
not to go ahead with our plan because it might have jeopradized
the veracity of the accident and, in additicn, would 'have put the
trainer in a very embarraBing position - he would have been respon=-
sible for our wventuring out in e dangerous weather. My girl friend
and I decided to play the scene in different surroundings - we went
to our gym in the city and while my girl friend distracted the
attention o the girls, I climbed up on the wall bars and made
a candle and fell on my head - I consciously made the fall re-
sound and, as an excellent athlete, I knew exactely how to pro-
duce a make-believe fall., I slid down on the wall bars but made =x
sure to arrive on the floor with a big bang. All the girls sure
xE rounded ne terribly frightened., And this was the moment wien
I almost lost out. Those girls were my companicns in rowing and
they were frightened. I suddenly forgot all about my predicament
and wanted 50 console thep, I got on my feet and - met the eyes

of my girl friead, she ordered me to continue the scene with
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such authority in her eyes that I suddenly grabbed my head,
"screamed and fell down for good for the second time. The scene
could not have bzen played better. She has t&e con:ussion of
the brain,was the verdict,which spread in one secon_d = let's
call an ambulance, The trainer came in and addressed my girl
friend: "There is no need for an ambulance, I will call a taxi
and yog:}gake & her home,™ -~ "I will not take her home, I'm afraid
she will .die en route.,” ¥inally an ambulance was cailed and I was
taken amto the emergency room of the Rokus Hospital. There I
decidel to regzain ccnsciousness for a couple of minutes and said:
"Comrale Balazs, (my toss) why are you dressed up in white and
may I ;o for my skiing kaxkm training?" Her girl friend told the
story of the accidert - everything was taken down the way she
dictat:d it, Then her girl friend went to her mother and askec
her to visit her dau'ghter. Her mother had not been told previously
of the plot, they wanted her to put on a good show. And by God,
she d.d, Finally, I took pity on her and when the doctors left
my rcom I told hex the truth., "For God’s sake, in that case take
that ice basg off your healthy head, you’ll get meningitis."
ind sg cried, Sg cried for three days in a row - finally
was allowed to - so many things had accumulated during the

year8. And as physically mj: was strong as an o‘::;dit would

o 2y had
hore been strange indeed if she would-heve bellomst But now I
vis permitted to cry, actually I was given orders by the physician
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to cry = those three days were the happiest timeg of merﬁ]:‘:_fe.

I was subjected o0 all types of examinationsafageg week,I was

sent home in an ambulance, As my condition okx seem to improve,

after a couple of days I was taken to the sport clinic and it

was established taat I had a brain concussion! Maybe the physi=
something

cians were well-intentioned,or maybe those who look for smukiomzx

necessarily find it. Anyhow, I was in the sport clinic for

four weeks. In tte bathroom, I did as many exercises as I could,

I didn't want my nuscles to get soft,- I was not allowed to read.

My mother brought me a different book every day but the nurses

did not know %that the one book I was occasionally holding in my

'hands was always a different one.

At the end of January,I went back #sto my office and suddenly
developed am agoriphobia. My girl friend, the proletarian,
arranged that ths Trade Union should Lﬁr‘:&“nle &t::i.fgmtaz‘n.zggt;l:‘gi; 1
Fﬁn‘uary for a taree-week vacation to the Galyatetﬁc My boy
friend, the police officer, by some strange coincidence was
sent to the same place, We had three delightful weeks and when
I & came home, my faint:ng spells disappeared but the hysterical
condition remained. I vould cryhoa—::e—;‘pz-of—the moment,

At the bezinning of March, in the streetcar, a man told me:
"You have duties to fuliill, you must call Mr. Ferenczy at such

and such time.,®™ I called up and was told to go to a certain bus
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station,was greeted there by a man I had not met before. M"Why

didn't you report earlier? From now on I will be your liason man,"

- "iaybe you didn't know that I was,and still am,sick." = "You
Have beer. working for a couple of weeks. You should have called
the AVH. Are ycu always crying like this? Ve thought that you
were completely healthy. Report next week,"

“rom then on I had to repor?ain‘c:i;fgggry two weeks for th‘ree
morths., Ve met in front of the Bazilgka, in the Szent Istvan

ir, in the Liebner House. There was a vacant apartment in which
the liason man, allegedly called "Ferenczy", was waiting for me
and my reports. But he was not satisfied - I never wrote any-
thing which would not have been public knowledge. The minite he
raised his voice I started to cry and the AVH was terribly ifraid
of hysterical women,

In July of 1953, I wrote a report about myself in which 1
acknowledged that I had sinned against the People's Democracy
and tried to make good butrﬁgfortunately no more in the physica’
condition to do so, Actually, the fact that I have a commitment
which I am unable to fulfill weighs on amm my conscience and I'm
terribly afraid I will spill my secret to.the first man I will
meet,

And I received my relief in two weeks. Mr. Ferenczy asked me
to swear - orally - that I would always respect the People's

Democracy and the AVH and will never reveal my relationship with
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the latter. If I broke my oath, I would be courtmartialed and
treated as a spy.

No, I do not miss Hungary - either the Nazi~-Hungary or the
Communis% on2, And yet, there is a nostalgia in me which haunts
me in niy dreams, I dream that I am in Hungary and will never
again see the land where I have finally been free: Switzerland,
Yes, in my dreams, I am terribly homesick for = Switzerland. In
a way it is:berverse dream - nostalgia is being turned inside
rut, it does not have the right direction, I admit. It seems to
follow the pattern of my x life. I did not start out to propose
to my mother to leave her old mother behind and save me and her-
self. I did not start out to be an AVH informer - even if my
".nformership™ did not hurt anybody bu? me,and I did not start
out to hate the country in which I was born and raised,and love
a foreign oneg I actually don't even kiow,and yet,I'll always
be homesick Tor Switzerland, whether on Swiss soil or somewhere
else, because this was the country where I ﬂf@ﬁt experienced what
it meant to be protected. It was the Swiss police which protected
me against my own countrymen's accusations.

You have noticed the differemce in my voice when 1 speak
German and Hungarian, she coqé:ginuedo I have noticed it myself
and I have been thinking about it. The conclusion I came to:
my German voice represents the person I would have loved to be and

was not allowed to become on Hungarian soil, my Hungarian voice
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represents the person the Nazi and Communist Hungary made of me,
In Switzerland I am permitted to be myself, while in Hungary I
had to assume gruesome and distasteful parts. Switzerland is

my home,




