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‘he West saw an example of the Soviet Union's relation
with 1ts satellites. Actually the situstion is 8ll the |
same today at home, or worse than it was beforé the
revolt. but the Hungarians saw that all people in the
country werc sharing in their opposition to the regime.
PR, e R
In the prevailing terror the comnunists started to make
small concessions. “hey began by admitting mistakes of

party secretaries. This, of course, came to head with the

© - review of Rajk'es position and %rial. Party mistakes were |

.+ publiely admitted in the press ever since the sumner of

N, Eeat

1956,
Stalin's death portended a change, a change brought about

by the rew program of Imre Nagy, aiming at the improvement

- of agriculture and the slowdown in industrial construction.

“his showed the weaknessc of Soviet foreign policy pcsitions
which they finally realized by themsclves and tried o
correct.

This was much discussed and programmed in university po-
litical seminarles run by %he party. “he Polish events
brought home the sinilaritliss in atmosphere and feeclings
in the neighboring countries.

Rakosli enjoyed grént hatred and he got all the blame from
the party. But only minor improvements were scheduled
after his discharge.

This moved great masses. Not because of Rajk's person,

for whom noone wag sorry, but because this was oven
aduission of the political murders before and after ajk.
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During Gerd's regime, when the return of Imre Nagy to the

gov't besan to be demanded more and more insistently.

- Barlier the writers were passive or suppressed like ILaszlo

Nemeth. Ile too wag "discovered”™ only 6 months before the
revolt. The population enjoyed the freer tone of the press:
and the Petdfi circle etc. enjoyed much popularity for
discussing economic, political and cultural problems.

I think Doldigsar became the editor of a new paper, the
Hetfodl Hirlap. The lead article of the 1at issue written
by the editor made the paper of immediate importance. In
this he insisted to stand for truth and freedom in his
editorial policy. With thie the other papers also began

to be freer, even Szabad Nep showed some changes. I re-
call an artlele in Szabad Nep by a county party secretary,
presumably one from Miskolc. His name is probadbly Fsidvari.
In this he writes how he, after having a flat tire, went

to a peasant home, and talking to the old peasant, realized
the gulf existing betwecen the party and the people. This
must have been in the first days of September.

I think the one article by Boldizsar, mentioned above.

The conditions ever since 1947 werc the basic cause for
the hatred of the ifussians.

The above listed historic changes came tc 3 head by the
end of October. llore irmediietely in the last few nmonths
the Petdfl circle kad increased freedom of thinking, of
speech, of meeting.One heard frec opinions. New programs

were voiced.
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Gerd's appointment was a great disappointment and it only
brought increased criticism of him and the regime and
actﬁally his last speech upon his return from Belgrade

was best designed to start the revoluition, s it did.

The small changes permitted by the gov't were gradually

used and increesed by the people. Originally minor con-
cessions were made. Jorkers meetings in plants were per=-
nitted. And free ctiticism of production by workers was
encouraged. Thiz was a direct result of the hopelessly
low production standards. Of ccurggﬁfhis much liverty
and eriticism was permitted the trend continued.

Coordinated with this, eight mejor plants in Hungary

were permitted since last year to schedule their own

production plans, instead of receiving their orders
from the central ministry. sSubsequently other, smaller
plants were given such.indepéndence; with one word, the
econonic ' -
very unsatisfactory/conditions made the regime agree to
these coneessions, and once eriticism of economic matters
angfbroductionvfas permnltted, it soon turned to political
affairs as well. By not clamplng down on the trend, I
presume they were hoping to gain the messes' allegiance
to some degree.
In Sopron there was 2 quiet demonstration on the
23rd, laying wreaths on the monument for the 1648 PEVO~
Jution. ?his was plamnned and carried out by the univer-
sity youth as organized by MEFESZ, formed the nrevious

day. The police permitted demonstrations only if they

were silent.
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The MEFESZ on the 22nd, was formed becauee in the last
few years DISZ was a non-entity in the lives of the uni-
versity., Neither did it have contaet with the students
nor with other DISZ organizations and so the stepping

in of MEFESZ was a natural solution. On the 23rd classes
were suspended and with the help and encouragement of the
professors the students' demands were collected and mi=
meographed and these then sent to all the plants and
establishments in town. i

Noone was for an armed revolt, but in every plant manage-
ment was changed.

A very few AVO men were locked up on the 24th as well as
some of the party secretaries. At the university one
marxist wes kicked out, whc tried to plagy%oth ends in
the revolt. Other than these, all were against the reglme
and with the revolti.

Sueh were very hard to finc. Possibly some people were
more measured in their demends or in the pace they wanted
to procecd in. Others were more impatient. Some communists
may have wanted to Xeep out; of trouble by pretending to be
neutral.

The withdrawal of dussian troops from Hungary, free
clections, civil freecdom, lure Nagy in the gov't. As

the revolt proceded, trust in Imre Nagy has waned.

In the first hours it was not. However, it was against
the gov't and the party leadership.

This meant several things. It neant being ankl-Russian.
1t also referred to personal entagonisns, for the

communists had a knack for making themselves unpopular.
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It also meant zeneral opposition to domestic and foreign
policies of the party and the actual party leadership.
Aside from this, the party itself was very unpopular.

On the 22nd MEFESZ was formed. On the following day we
had a demoanstratior and finally, on the 26th, aid started
coming in from the border with food, medicine and cther
things. We then chennelled these shipments on to Budapest.
Avout that time meetings were started in the plants.
Thease were organiged by MEFESZ. We talked to the workers
and had them pick & new management and new workers
councils for their plants. Also, supply of the town had
to be organized, because a general strike tended to
eripple all supplies. But all workers agrced to keep the
food processinz vlents working. ‘he strike was to force
the Russians to withdraw. Ey this time MEFESZ and the re-
volutionary city ccuncil were running the city affairs.

We 2lso joined the border guard in catching any communists
who wanted to escape to the West. Ve collected about 150
prisoners, all told, on the border, in town and elsewhere.
I myself went to six plants and helped to change the plant
managenent. Very scorn ww hac lost touch with the country,
gince the radios dida't function too efficiently and o
other comunications existed. But we dld form an armed
guard, receiving our arms from the Army and the police.

On the 4th we tried to block the road leading to Sopron
which forms a pocket in Austria. For this, we asked the

help of the heavy artillery betalions in Suttor.

—_—




(7)
(7a+b)

(8)

(8¢)

(9)
(%a)

NO.218 AR INTERVIEW SECTICN ®R" KN p-T

Some of the guns did show up on the highway, but some-
body sabotaged their work because the striking cap was
removed from them., There was no resistance poséible when
the VYoviet tanks showed up later in the afternoon, under
AVO guidance. The Russians came into the city, occupled
a city block, blocked off the streets and we reallzed
the end of the revolt was at hand, The Russians let out
the prisoners from the jall, who started organizing the

gov't again. llost of us were getting ready to leave.

There were no differences.

Cooperation was excellent among all groups in Soprem.

They took over the barracks, stopped the traffic in the
streetsy but were guiet and did not show themselves. They
never came out, except in their tanks. No violence
occurred.

We had about 35 or 40 Koreans, who were studying at the
University. »hen the revolt broke out, they asked to be
taken to Czechosolvakia and a bus took them there. They
were very qulet and we never had contact with them before
or after. It was a very studious group, fully retired in
their own, little world. They just started to pick up a

1ittle Hungarien.

Via the radio.
We had some of the Budapest papers and we've also started

to vrint a revolutionary paper in Sopron.
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We had some visitors, but they did not bring much news
that we did not gzt thru the radio.
I personally had littlie time, but I was told by the

people who did liaten.

The former city council, its executive committee and

its pfesident were replaced at a meeting organized

by MEFESZQ 411 plants and institutions sent delegates

who eiected the revolutionary council of Sopron.

The pollce, for lastence, remained. But the compromisers
were relieved from the poclice force.

The Farty ceased to exist. Its leaders esecaped and many

party secrctaries were jailed, ineluding the city's

gecretaries. Approx. 60 people were involved in the

communiét leadership of Sopron. Party offices were

locked shut, some literature was burned from the little

propaganda book shops, but others left in their lockers.

The communist party officially ceased toayhen Kadar and

Nagy formed the MSZUP, the Hungarien Socialistic Workers

PartyulBut even for this there were very few applicants.

The large mejority were for the middle class parties,

the small holders and others. There was general hope for

an Austrian type solution for Hungary.

The prosecution was relieved from its duty and new pro-

secution set up.

There were only border guerds in Sopron, so-called Green

AVO! But these sympathized with the revolt completay.
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I don't know,

The Army and the clty police aided the revolt to 2 large

degree with arms and supplies.

The National Committee, which was in places called the

Revolubtionary Councii. ﬁut there was no Gifference bet=
it was :

ween these two,/only a local title.

See above.

lore parties, civil freedoms and a most democratic type

sovit,.

Ye:,

Yes, it was. For abroad and also for its domestic efrecis.
Yes, without Soviet intervention.

No armed assistance, but we were hoping for United Nations
operations, perhaps with troops to kecep order tillﬁhe
next elcetions.

Well, Poland did have a revolution, and as far as Czecho-
slovekia goes, they dié have & higher standard of living
in the past few years, bui on the other hand they did not
have the political changes during the previousg sumner,
which wec had inllungary. umonia, Bulgaria were csluply
more backward. _

after the 23rd he was made Prime Ilinister and he was
forced to call in the voviets on gun-point. lLater, he
admitted this quite frecly and openly, bat the ponulation
lost much of its confidence in him, He /ould have been

a Prime l/inister only until the next frec elections,
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Maleter had = very good rcputation, Bela Kovaes thesmall
holder, Kiraly, and, of course, llindszenty.

Students and youth in general took the initistive, tosether
with a small group of riters. Second, the workers;

third, the intelligentsia, but they were more passive and
more afraid; fourth, the soldiers; fifth, the peasants,

for the peusants were distributed over the land and they

were not able to o into revolutionary action.

I often thought of leaving,

I could not have put up with the old system again.
Yes, my family urged me, altho they stayed behind.
No.
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A student of zeodesy.

I have only held summer jobs, but I had many of these in
the last 6 summers. I worked as a helper in the water
works. Then I worked another summer in the construction
business, as helper, and later I helped the engineer on
the construction. Another sumner I worked in a lumber
yard. Another summer 1 worked in a transportation company
and one nmore time I worked in the state vinyards

Last summer I worked as a draftsman doing my practicum
in Budapest in a geodetic office.

During 2 summers I had to go to military training camps
for o month each and therefore I only worked one month
in those years. In the other years 1 worked 2 months
every summer.

The last one was a state engineering office, concerning
itself with city plananing,designing water supplies and
construction layout.

1t was a large, scientific organization.

Budanest Institute for lond Weasuring and Seil Survey.

It was in my field.

Nothing pagticularly.

In my other jobs, people with 3 years of schooling ran
the plants or offices without understanding managment or
production principles. Here the manager was a competent,

eduabed engineer.
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Juite pgood. e had quite new German instruments to work
with, but even here always rore was demanded from us

than we could possibly do. On the whole it was a vary
pleasant job, because the other younz man who was training
there and I went out on 2 job and independently did our
work.

Light hours,.

Six days.

e did not have overtime on this job, but previously we
had overtine. I took the job in the traansportation
coripany, ocecause of the trcmendous overtime that we

could accunulate. lLater, however, overtime was prohibited.
Yet, in the plants it was necessary to fill plans. So,
people did not get paid for it in some instances. Only
some with good . onnections with the managoment could

cet a day off for overtime worked,

Yes. Un ny last job a youny engineer was late once or
twice and he zot bawled out in front of the whole office.
I think they raised norms several times,

That I had a chance to meet the director of our organi-

zation, who was & very intelligent man and a jood englncer.

It was a motley crew. In the office several exuﬁorthﬁ?ime
artillery officers worked, since gecodetle education was
non-existent in Hungary until 4 or ) years ago. But an
artillery officer was capable of learning the job in
relatively short tiaie. Yo they let them work there. Aside

fron these collegues we had some old declasse peodle.
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These were ex-judges or directors or lawyers and they

carried our mesasuring posts around. They had a very

easy Jov, but they only got, I think, 700 ft. a ronth.

Iy partner and I often felt sorry for them and let them

sit down for a rest, while we carried Ghe posts our—

selves.

This was no problem in an office made up of all educated

people and our boss was very good.

One complained about the domestic conditions if one

trusted one's neighbor and co-worker,

Hot markedly. Instoead therewere iﬁ?ﬁlants pecople picked

out as Stachanowites and these nade tremendous money.

They were not better than the other worker: except they got

the enciest picces to work on in order to iprove the

quotas. +~his was perhaps the nost basice difference among

WOTrkers.

‘his was a nominal organization and they did not defend

the workers' Iinterests.

I don't know the exact spheres of the comnittee. I'm

not sure whe was on it.

Yes. Professor Jancssy as z world famous atomie physicist
once wanted to flee the country. lle was caught, brought

back and revarded with new luxuries, a car with a

chauffeur and a new villa, As far as I Lnmow he never

joined the party.

{es, many.

I knev of chief engineers who only had 5 years of school,

but tried to play their role without success.

e
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Party men from way back or else obvportunists.

I never fdund out.

This was dislited.,

I would have become an architect. I wanted to be one as
a hoy and since ny father 1s & civil engineer this was
near in the fanily. Agide from thaty, I found, and still
do, % i%/engineering one findg the least amount of
polities. I was simply put into the geodetiec faculty
and found myself there,

I could have found a posiition in the field.

I think they mainly want money.

Y0 travel and to partiecipate in cultural events.

It does not matter.

We were worse off,

I would have loved a motor—~bike, but I could not have
afforded onc until after I had worlied for several ycars.
Wie, the family, bousht a radio about 3 years azo.

This was about average.

!y father made 1,760 ft. a month. *his was about %gerage
for an engineer, but it was little for a man with/years of
experience. Others in plants got more money than he got
from the city.

Ile ot less than doctors nade, but probably more than
others.,

Only my father.
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Lest sum:er I made 1,200 ff:xsc of them went for a peace
loan. I paid no union dues since I did not have to join
for tho 2 months. e paid sone sickness insurance, which
was newly introduced, but I don't know hov much it was,
I guess I ot between 1,050 and 1,100 ft. For my father
the net figure wos 1,600 ft. out of a gross of 1,760 f%.

we hud no savings.

we live.l in our own housec wherc there were 2 apartments,

ie got 140 f£t. rent for the other apartment, but we had

to pay about 300 ft. of taxes a m ath. I think we also had

some insuvance expcnses .nd Tor repairs and so in our

own house our own rent was very high. We had a .-room

apartaent with ikitchen, so it was quite comfortable.

the Lelance of the salary went for food. In Sopron

there were frequent lines, especiall: in front of the

butchers on Saturdays. Acsually one could not zo down

at any tine to the butcher shop and buy meat. It was
during

easier/the veek. In the store, if sonething was sold

outy-one had to wait for a month or rore til the rep.ace-

[l

nent arrived,

dot out a1 ry father's salary. I usuelly saved from my
surmier job for clothes and sometimes rny father took on
a job on the side to nake noney for such purposes.
There wns no »hone in our 1wouse after 1945. Gas was
60=70 £4, a nonth anc electricity was 45-50 ft. aerard-
ing fucl, e often bought small quantifies as our money

lasted throushout the spring, summer and fall,
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W

But one had to be careful, for they often were sold out

of fuel during the winter nonths.

I svent about 40-50 4 for cigarettes a month. We dranlk =
run  very rarely.

This was not too expensive, for there were many ways of

gettin; scholarships. One form was social aid, which up

to 400 ft. a month wasdizgg for those who were fiﬁancially
needy and of proper social background, that is workers!

or peasants' children. Then, there was a regular scholar-

ship for achievement. Students who were below average had

to pay up to 200 ft. a semester tuition. nverage gtne -
dents went for free and above avsysn - n stucents got up to

240 ft. scholarship aid. “he third typ e of scholarship e
was the iakosl scholarship for party merits. These

ranged upto 700 £t., a month and these were quice plush.

Almost nothingz,

About 30-40 ft. a month. ‘7e had a laundry woman come to

the house. |

This was a ninor expensec.

Ve used the nedicnl services.

flone, for we didn't ;o anyplace. But a trip to Budapest

for my summer job cost from 120 to 200 L%, roundtrip on

an express train.

See the housetax abcwve,

NOﬂe °
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Very bad &nd this was very obvious. ‘hey were pushing
heavy indugtrialization, &ltho therc is no basis for it
in the Iungarian economy. On the other hand the Russians
are using our resources, like our urenium, but everyone
neglects agzriculture.

The Horthjregime was generally disliked. Undoubtedly the
econonic gystem was better thn it is now. Also, there
was a better political system than now.

An improverent, temporarily, after 1946. But the
comnunists's planned econcmy had ruimd the economy since
then.

They permitted MASZIK, because they realized the bankrupt-
cy of the retall trade systenm.

The standard of living was the same, in spite of small
shifts one way or another in prices. 4 price reduction
advertised, for instance, of b r e &a & necant that the
quality of the bread would be declining, but as soon as
this happened a higher price bread was introduced, even
higher than the original price and the cheaper bread
declined in quality further. Onecc it reached the point that
people rofused to buy it, the gov't scored its ~oal. The

rc ime reduced the prices, but it also increased thom.

It played a rather large rolc. & general disgust was
perceivable with the voor economic conditions and the
low standard of living, especially when one +ould compare

it with the style in which the party bigwigs lived.
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(11b) Othes irinortant elements were the lack of freedom of

speech and the lack of travel opportunity.
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I had four years of elementary school in a Lutheran
school; Tour years of secondary school in a Lutheran
lyceun and then four years of secondary school in a

state p-mnasium. Subsequently I had completed & semesters
of geodetic study at the university of Sopron. I finished
one gyrmnasium before '45.

I applied to the faculty for crchitecture, but I was
accepted on the geodetic faculty, so I went there.

But aetually I got to like it since all the experts in
this field instructed on the Sopron faculty. I thiik the
enginecring schook in Hungary, on the whole, comiared with

the Wesbern schools, except for some kader feachers.

e had constitution studies in gy rasium; also, our
history, espcecially that of the 20th century, was taught
from the Joviet noint of wview, At the university I had
sbout 10 hours of lectures on political and related sub-—
jects out of a total of 36 to 40 hours & week. +hru the
years, I had to attend 4 semesters in llarxism, 4 scmesters
in political econcmic matters, 6 semeslers of Russian and
& semeaters of delense, that 1s nilitary science. e had
to zet ready for these classes and we also had seninaries,
with eximinations besides.

It was generally considered additional work, useless and
senselesss

T did take 4 senesters in national defense traininz, but

after that I got excused from it thru the kindnessc of a

21 onrde e
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There were two to three levels of proficiency one had to
reach., <heses were in different age groups in which one
had to qualify. These thin; s meant physical proficiency

and acconmplishment.

Yo win youth for themselves and 4o educate socialist
youth. At the same time they tried to prohibi; v rious
other trends. Thelr aim was to completely coatrol the
direction of youth, educaticn and interests.,

1t senerally failed. This was clear to me thru e ntact
with youn: people thru many years. There is a trerendous
interest in the West, how pecople lived in the Jest,; what
their ains an’ eals were, what they wanted,how th+w de-
veloped. <his wae true for all age groups, but yout. was
even morc interested since actually they succeeded i,
isolating them from the West.

In tie secondary schools some noor peasants' and workevs!
children were kept in school for free. In their esrlier
years these kids felt a sense of gratitude, perhajys in
contrast with those vho were in school entirely.o:. their
own resources. But this distinction disappearec by and by,
Later, at the university I met scveral of thesc boy. and
we were «ll on fuc same basis. They and we all vere aatd
tiie regime. Iven during the course of the past ¢ years this
earlier feeling has chanced, as I know from Iy ¥ unger
brother. lie docs nol think thet there is any loyatity
anon; these workers' and pe~sants' descendant  beys

towards the regime, now,
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Of course, in 1948 when DISZ and these orjanizations

were started, it was great fun for the functionary whom the
re ime picked.FThese youn: boys "elected” to their offices
enjoyed certzin privileges. They had close contact with
teachors and they could direct their classmates around,
skin classes and actually teachers often tried to {latter
the DISZ secretaries. The school "DISZ" secretary, usually
an uprverclass boy, sat in with the faculty, when the report
cards were made up and had actually a say in the grades.
This was abolished after & year or two. At the university
the DISZ secretary was an %ﬁfétudent, usually a graduate
and his vas & fulltime Jjob.

These a2bove mentioned pecople enjoying a position of
prestlze, etec., went along with the rejime.

Yes, pcople were nore disaffected in the schools more re-
cently, as my brother's experience has shown,

In the be;imning it occurred that the young functionaries
at tiues inforumec on their classmates, but this too tended
to disappecar with the years,

Betwecn 14 and 16 it is most effective. Young people are
not yuite hildr.n at thic age and they try to absorb
ideas; ygt they are not critical and if they have no

ideas to comparc and to contrast with, then perhaps they
believe the cormunist dogmas,

Beetween 1948 and 1951 teachers gave preferences ovenly
and graded folk collegiates easier. These were the
youngsters who from poor family conditions and back-

-rounds were agsisted in their education by the state.
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Actually, in our secondary school, only the director and
onc nmore teicher acceted the regime, that is, followed
the lines. “he teacher, & youngish man, taught history

and _eo rraphy, but he couldn't spell "Kossuth®., We thought
he was neurotic. Generally speaking, all lectures on po-
litical aspzcits were monotonous and dull, Noonc hed
interest in them, least of all the tcachers. On the other
hand, the leacher was ver, careful not to show partiality
against the folk colle;iates etc. or extreme familiarity
with the niddleelass boys. Evemone vent thru the routine,
but encrally nocne was afraid that the »olitical indoctri-
nation would sticke.

There were sone tensions between the follk collegiates and
others in the secondary school., I was oncc accused of form-
ing a2 ecligue in the class and was alnost kicked out of

the school, on the urging of the DISZ sccretary. But ocur
teacher smoothened it over and I stayed, especially sinc;
several children of simple parcantage also belonged t¢ our
group. In the universlity we were much more united in our
ideol 7y than it was the case in our secondary school,
This was in s»ite of the seminaries, lcetures and 10

hourg of indoctriaatiolr we were e:xposed 4o,

He vias a chief engineer of tiie City of Sonron., e stayed
in his job until 1947, when he was J=listed, He was un=
emplo; od for some nonths and then taken back in his old
joby, since they could not find en ~dequate replacenmcnt,
1

Ile has been there since. I'is boss is an assistant bricl=

layer, bub being aware and aflfraid of his own ignorancae,
he lcts my father do his job.
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He makes less moncy than comparable chief engineers would
make ir#ay, a nlenning office. Other than that, it was
satisfactory.

Budarest Technologzical University sraduate.

we had one and kept her till 1945.5he helped ny nother with
the chores. “lso,we were small then,

They took everything Lut the house we lived in. “he follow=
ing wae the real estate they expropriated from uss a
sunr:cr house with a garden, a plot and a 10-family apart—
ment house with some stores in ite.

Average niddle class, perhaps better.

Five of us.

Iy sister ot narried. She was the oldest.

A1l but my sister,

It was & disadvantege for I was not permitted to study
what L wanted at the university. It also neant a nminor
disadvantage in a job when job-huntin:, in receiving

scholarshivs, in Jetting vacation possibilities.
sntirely cloge relations,

With ny father,
ily Tather anoke German and he explained the Viennesge
broadecasts to us, particularly cbout the international

situation.

Very good relations.

<uite close.
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There was not much difference in other fumilies.

I read and went to social affairs.

Conversat ion.

Very little when I was at the university.

T wanted to work with photography, but I had no opportunity.
+hile in secondary school, one could not alwveys be on the
street after 8 p.m, Yor a while we had to get permission to
&0 to the novies or shows., But the policy on this changed
from year to year. At the university we had little free

time for ve had nmany exoms. Also, in secondary school we
had political meetings frequently, from once a ronth ranging
to once & weck. +his varied also year to year. They lasted
2=3 hours in she afternoon. In the university this was
reduced t0 no morc thapn onmee 3 nonth and one did not £0

nore thon once every other month. Another attemnt wos, to
make brighter ids tutor with dumber ones, either in sroups

or in pairs. But this, too, disappeared in a few years.

Where hoth parents worked, probably relatiohs have lLoosened
since 1945. To this was added the attempt to keep the
children of working parents in school for the afte.noon.
Generzlly, yes. In some extreme cases the wife nay have
competed with her husband in her job and income level.

In such ¢n atiempt, of course, she would have succecded
best by foll win~ part- lires. But this was very rare.

When both worked, in some instances, women were 1ore in-
derenlent nechaps, and relied less on their husbands.

Relatlions loosened, perhaps, when both parents worked,
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No, I don't tnink so., There was less change on land, since
all members of the family were used to work on the lund
together.

Ho eximples conme to ny mind,

Yes, the nunber has increased.

cletions arc nore informal,

“his varies. Several clas.mates of ninc, at the university,
were married,

Perh: ‘s the irls are now more independent.

I think there are fewer virgins to murry today. Generally
this is no lon-er a social jyrollen.

It was »rohibited, but indevendently there was much of it
in Budapest. Also, one could meet a girl easily and et
results without monetary considerationse.

In spite of prohibition they were less strict in the last
few years. Abortion also was permitted if it was justi-
fied Ly a doctor or also for econonic reasons in the last
year and a half.

The state cndorsed illezitimate children to some extent,

Hlany niorc viork now, receiving full equality.

I thin: they sunk,

and
Juite frequent in plante /schools, wallets, coats, watches
Tiencpeared out actually stealing state property was not
considercd a theft a2t 211, Uome neople brousht hame as
much as they -ould use at homec, Gome brought nmore and

sold the jifference.
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Railronders, idussiang, AVO border zuards, s eciclized in

smug ling. There was also much embezzlement, especially
ks

emony people who werc pushed upstalrs by ~ party into

positicns of leadership and responsibility.

(18) - I met hin thru the daughter of & neighbor in 1952,

(18a) A Student.

(18b) Yks.

(18e) We talked, went toether to parties and to shows.

(184) how and thern, |

(18e) No.

(18r) Yes.

(18g) lle must have a friendly spirit and a sense of uaderstanding.
(18k) Yes, but it woul have zm2zed me if he had accepted suche.
(19) - Tuthersn, but my parcnts are rore so.

(19b) Religion was attacked 1n the school and voluntary relicsious

instruction the way it was permitted meant, thet noone
studied it. Also, it was a disadvanta.e for one's father's

and one's oun future.

(20) Yes,
(202) Generally yes.
(20Db) They r»referred to extinzuish it, but they were uncble to

do so. Instead they aimed to insulate it and 4o 1istraet
as many people {rom the church as they could. Being a
church goer or especinlly a Presbyter, neant disadvantages.

(20¢) There were ncne in Sovron,; but churches in Budapest had them,+
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But these were not bloody communists either., They served
on peece councils and suche.
Tor a pcriod people were being watched.

One: or twice @ nonthe

-

*his wes debermined by the tyne of position one had. If

one felt threatened, one went less. llorc wonenyond nore
older pzoplec went. The majority went out of convietion.
Somewhat less important for youth. Younyg neople wecre not
interested ian many things, and the churchwas one of these.
It had sone role, for reliziousness is basiecally o pnosed
to coranutsn,

This wag made very difficult.

Engincerinz. Therc is the least o politicso involved.
also peshaps medicine.

ﬁatch what you say wherce.

The ni her party funchtionaries and the various factions
connected with them, the blue AVO offlcers stc. the 2ad
level wag made up of menagers with good parsy conancetions,
also artists, reogardless of party affillations. These had
generiilly high pay. The basso {ihaly Scekaly wrde 30,000 to
40,00.. ft. 2 month., Yhis was to bolster the arts projrem
of the re ime. The third level was not very far from the
seconl. Average plant managers, the new intelligentsia,

end rmoaoceris L elass, agoin with party affiliations., .1sog
some Stachanowites wvho were pushed up in an unreascivible

way and pechaps the party's medium-size bosses.
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The Tourth level was the employed intelligentsia, doctors,
engineers, and also the niners. ,*he fifth ievel was that

of the workers, nediunm peasants and good koléhoaes nembers,
Ilerc clso belony the snell, whitecollar workers. The sixth
level was that of poor peesants, poor kolchoses nenbers
and heclzcrs iﬂ Tactories as well as the declasse celcecment.
With he 500 ft. scholarship it puts me on the bottom row.

In the emnlpyed intelli_entsia level.

lany nore today than there were befores, for the communists

had divided the small, middle and big peasants and zindilar
divisions exist ariong workers, Helpers on the botton,
averayge income enjoyed by skilled workers and a snall group
of Stochanowites on the top, who were artificially favored
to increase stoanderds and norms.

This new division cen:qot reméin and it is obvicus from a
minor foet vwhich we o ter notieed. In lan' neasuring, while
out ia ilie field, our 4 declasse helpers were preeted very
politely by nas:ing-br workers. They felt the #ifference

in tieir Lac :yround and position, regerdless what they

were loinz now.

I disli.ed the new stratification.

The rcal divisions are only between varty functicnaries

and others.

Ther: 1o nore ejuality.

Yes, but the newly risen managementy clous laek baslc
politeness :nd knowledge, 'hile the other classes kept
their old rclationshlips enjoyed before between each

other.
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That isy, tbe workers to workers, and the intellectuals to

intcllectuals.

None.

None. Perhavs the workers and veasants had some advantages.

They hod no particuler disadvantages, but nany who were
in the trades wvere hurt.

Different, for many had good jobs thru the party.
Rakosi, Gerd, tevai, Farkas and many others were all
Jevitie i%ero were alsc many on the lower echelons. In
Sopron }eprofesnor of Marxiom was a Jew @nd onc found
then in nany good jobs.

No.

This »rofessor and 2 Jews on the city council, together
with the other city council members, werc jailed.

Tiie reot »f them were nsutral.

Any hatréd of Jews depended on whether they were in ypower.
Other: in power were hated similarly.

It is the gare as it was before the war.

They would not be in a bad position. They were inactive
in the revolt, bui they were expectant and they ould
wain with a change, ior they could re-entcr the old

trades they were foreced out of.
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I was always interested.
Iy interest was less than in my field of work, engineering,
or in cultural things.

vWelly during the revolt, with MEFESZ.

There was no change ir my attitude,

The small holders.

No-

1 wac alweys against it. Altho, after '48 I had a better
insight intce their real nature.

L waw the conditions ia the Sjviet Union, read their 1li-
terature and disliked i1t6.

The second.

0ld comrunlste; the cnes who wers communists before *45,
did not share my wviews.

The AVO tept the peopie inr check,

“his crented a lack of confidence in others and genergl

fecar.,

Iy personal grievance, main grievance, was that frequently
neople directed me or superviced re tho were uneducat ad,
stupid and had comnarable opinionse.

4, 9, and 8.

19 which they did not succeed in. 14, they took the taxes
out of our salaries before we received them. And 11.

4y 65 and G,
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6y not so much for kolkhoz peasants. 3, this aguin not for
kolchose peassants. And 7, for everyone,

9, the right to strike ete. 3 and 4.

The apartment problem was vividly in onek mind if one came
home.,

Those who trusted ezch other,

The main oroblems were permanent fixtures of the system,

Drink was about the only thing to forget with.

The perty under Russian direction. It followed the orders
as they were received from lloscow.

2o prove their"democratic "system and their "democratic"
centralism.

It was probably grester now than it was before.

Yes,

The top positions werc held by communists, the lesser ones
by nmiddle class people who had no special blemish on their
records.

For the last 2 years only people with conpleted secondary

-

education could become oifficers. Iainly peasant and worker
youth went into the Army and it was g relatively easy pro-
fession to follow.

The party hacks, but the responsibility usually

rested with the ascistant nanager.,

Yes, if oule was not a member one could not go to the uni-
versity. Other than that, only functionaries hud advantages,
Workers who did not continue to study, had nore chances to

avoid having to join, but often the DISZ secretary pressed
the youth of a whole plant into the orgunization.,
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Yes.
Last year, in the zymnasium, when the whole class was
entered. In the last 2 years at the university we picked

& harmless nan for secretary and he left us alone.

Lany joined to ke:p their jobs or to advance.

Lo pay dues and attend meetings.

In '51 and '52 nany were forced to join. Some people were
excluded.,

Sone became loudmouths.

Only those who were once convinced could now be disillusioned.
An opportunist could not be disillusioned and the idealistie
cnes saw the realities.

One could attain a fine position if one was in demand pro-
fessionallye

No.

I cdon't know. I never found out.

Direetly, Rakosi.

Opportunists werc about 405» Say, 570 werc forced to join
in order to keep their positions. There were perhaps 2,
National Cormunists and 195 or s¢, people who were either

too stupid or too blind.

The top DISZ secretaries In Budapest were pro-lakosi until
the revolt, like Janos Gosztonyi., In the local DISZ'es

there was only an iasigrificant number of real DISZ members.
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Here again there were many opportunists and many or most
just joined by pressure.
the

(10) One felt/lack of freedom and individual isolation.

(10b) Tt was the armed control agency of the Party to keep people
under control and to eliminate undesirable peoples

(10d) They had these in plants. In the lumberyard where 1 worked
once there was a young man, unecucated and vulgar and he
was certainly a spy. In the city of Sopron we knew of a man
who tried his hand at everything, all the trades and all the
tricks, also the AVO. Another ore in Yopron was an ex—officer
who lived very well without any income, for he had no job.
He visited &1l bars, restaurants and spied on people. You
cannot hide yourself successfully in a small town. Some
people were also forced into spying.

(109)"Heliable party ner. were often willing to join. The organiza-
tion was entirely volunteer and the people were fully reliable.
Tost joined for the mone- they could make and also some for
sadistic nleasure, but actu~lly few of then werc real
corrunists.

(10g) They could steal anything if they eame to search a house.
They also got the best homes, bijz cars and high pay. I
have never net one who could have passed for a civilized,
cducated, decent person, cven tho they were frequently in
civilian clothes.

(10n) Unless one was a traitor, an AVO man was safe,

(10j) The police was more hunan and it was subordinated to the AVO.

(10kx) “hey were conpletely coordinated.




(11)

(110)

(114)

(11e)

NO.218 A" INTERVILY SZCTION "Gv NN P.34

when I was a second-year student at the University, we had
during defense classes military maps distributed among us.
sormeone apparently scribbled on the edge of one some silly,
vulsar remnarks with the instructor's nrofile. They went to
great ienhgth to find the culprit and presumably even called
In writing experts. The AVO called in 3 neople from our
class and they were cleared. I was the fourth to be called
in. A shovrt .\VO Lieutecrant told me I did it. He fireatened
to hit me etco and};unch ne in the nose and throw a chair
at me. He didn't do any of these thincs and after a counle
of hours I got up, looked at my wateh and said: "I'll have
to go now, for I have to pick up my bicycle from the repair
shop." lle agreed to this, but told me if I said a word of
our experiences I iwould get to feel the AVO for sure. ly
uncle, who was the fire-chief of the town, was once jailed
in '46. He was znever judged by 2 court, frequently interro-
gated, and ept in jail  for 18 months. Ile was let go in
1948, but he couldn't find & job til 1954, Then, veing a
mining engineer, they let him work, since these were much
in decmand.

Thosc vwho went thru the A?O treatmefit had erouch and they .- -
never talked,

Kulaks very frequently. Also former political or other
leaders, that 1s pre-1945 leaders. They were systematically
arrested in the early H0's,

These had no inportance in Sopron. But in Budapest a relative
of mine couldn't et a'pefﬁit to visit us in Sopron from

his block warden, for our town was in the border resion.
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(11f) I don't think one can.

(11g) Some prisoners worked, but all nrisoners were taken from
sopron to Gyor or Szombathely where AVO hea quarters
were,

(11h) Volksdeutsche were deported out of the country and neople
whom they considered uareliable, they deported from our
border region to the center of the country Lo villages

there,

(13)  KXeep cool - don't speak!

(13a) 4 factory helper, perhaps, is in the safest job if he doesn't
speak,

influence,

(13¢) Yes, they are extremely useful and "protection", as it's
called, is niore important than cver in Hungary. This is
acconpanied by great degrees of corruption.

(13d) Once one is in trouble, this does not help.

(13e) It does help and it isg generally used for such turposes.

(13£) Yes, and to give an example of the orposite: I once worked
with an ex-officer of junior grade, who as a young man,
after the war, started workin: a s a truck driver. Some-
time after 1950, it must have becn, he remarkedin company

that he once lillied 3 Russian soldiers during the iar in

& house, somehow. vithin 3 weeis he was executed,

(14) The progrems were chanced as the need appeared to impress
the masses or to intimidate them. I think the strongest
period of terror was from '50 - 53. Juring Imre Nagy's first
rcime there was some decrease in the terror, but a strong

reaction followed.
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The entire state was controled from the Soviet Union;
Econonically, a lot of exports were nade to .lussia withe
out payment. In top of it, the state and soeizl form of
the, Soviet Union were closely imitated and steady propa=
ganda was used to praise and respect the Soviet achieve-
ments. They steadily harped on ~oviet dcvelopmen: and on
iWestern decadence.

In an iron factory there was a Soviet director until one
year ago when he wag withdrawvn to *“ussia.

It was strongest in the politic:l lifc. The least result

it had in socialist education.

One spoke only of the rezinme in the most intimate famil: or
friends circle.

See above.

One couldn't critize a party-motive movie as boring, not

in cerelessly chosen conpany.

Not much.,

Noo

If he has connections.

Very difficult. The plants don't want to zive up their
worxers. #lsc, the man must find an apartment in the new

to.m, which is very difficult.

Jear was the greatest source of strength. Their weskness
was their economic weakness and the fact that they could

not rain the allegiance of the masses.
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There was full passivity. If one went to meetings one showed
pvassivity and lack of interest.,

Aside from the opvortunists all segnents of the population
were opposed.

See above.

It did not decrease.

It continued,

It was mainly personal. As far as organization went I think
it was limited to conversation among friends.

There was some passivity aviong simple party menbers.

‘*he writers who did not write or werc no- published,
Rarely, for production was coupled to the salary,

The MEFESZ existed in '46 - 47. Tt was returned to power

" in 1956. ‘he PRETORFI éircle was the center of the intelli-

gentsia,
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Radio Vienna. Then, if we could get them, Radio London,
then VOA and in th2 end RFE. But RI'E was not very popular,

there were many un’rue news and false promises.

Yes.

The Szabad Nep, for m- father had to subsecribe to 1t, I
regularly bouzat Szinhaz es Mozi. I also bought livelt Nep,
but rarely, z:d also rarely Irodalmi Ujsag.

Because Szab:d Jep was there, and the others I read for
the reviews :tc, The theater papér was interesting and
information: 1.

These werc unimportant, c¢xcept for those vho wrote the
articles and put then up. ?hen they hang there for a year.
There we:: 2ussian magezines, but I didn't see them, Also,
there véve.scne dnzlish and French comiunist pPapers.

vonmetings.

Once or twice a month I would see Italian neo-realistic
films ¢nd French films, whichever they permitted to enter
Hungar; . Amcng the HungarianéE would see historic movies
and auy and every opera  [ilm that came to Sovron.

This was mainly in '55='5¢, “153 the decision was made then
to vake o%ner than propagaada films in Tungary.

In hopron the"Rolliagz Opera'”came and the theater presented
classic pieces, but rerely. I did not like the propaganda

plays-
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I read Hungarian writers and foreign writers published
before 1945. I read Cronin's "Via liala” by John Knittel,
Ilaupassant, Bel Ami, and the Hungarian writers Jokai,
Mikszath, Ady-

anonz the modern ones Arpad Toth and LBrine Szabo.

I got these from.friendso

After '48 a big censorship and house-cleaning cleaned out

the libraries and one could not et the things one wanted.

{es. Opera and sports.
Yes, a set that received short-wave broadcasts also.
If there was a zood program.

vhenever there was a good program and wherever I was.

Bvenings.

London was most objective. We could not get VOA well, tho
we preferred it to RI'E.

If someone was caught he was branded unrcliable politically

etec,

Prom friends.

lews of the world and the Vest,

These were frequently unreliable and untrue.

T'{aﬂyo

Anyplace.

Yes, we listened more to foreign brogdcasts.

This depended on how safe one's place of work was; else one

limited one's conversation to friendly company.
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Sports news, theater and movie schedules, perhaps.
International news, we felt them to be unrcliable.

No idea, they were always lying, but I think they were more
reliable after Auzust '56,

We cormpared them with the radio news from the .'est.

All the same, but some pupers were nore blood~thirsty than
others,

Yes, I got hold of it.

I lnew it well.

There was great interest to find out about the West. ‘Some
people logst all hope for a change and gave up, but the ma-

jority was interested.

Ilany people perished.

I thought, inspite of the domestic line, that it nust have
been started by Nofth Horear_lso on Russian instigation.

Was there anything like that?

I knew of the arried 3ast Germany and we knew that their power
was nuch gsreater than West German armies.

1 saw them and got handbills teo. I saw many on the ground and
not one of them exploded. But I also saw the news in the
movies and accepted with reservation the fact that a house
burned down froma balloon and children hurt.

Ve knew the truth from the West.

The 4 heeds of States met there on disarmament and peace,

but there was no agreement.

Not much. There were many Hungzarian articles on imperialistie

agents ete,
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o many things need changing. First of all, the party and
its power.A rultiple party system, introduction of free
elections, free parliament and, of course, the abolition of
the AVO,

~ltho it is difficult to gei an education at the university
in Hungary, those who did get one, received certain support
and did not have any pressing economic needs to meet. There
were no hizh tuitions and the books were not too ex-
pensive. Of eourse, school nolicies have to bc changed com-
pletely. I don't know of anything in the econonic field that
doesn't need changingz. Production, distribtuion, lopsided
export - import policies, unfair trade relations with tle
Soviet Union and othsr Satellites - all these need changing.
Ovinions are divided on this, but the distribution of huge
estates is generally approved, altho not necessarily the
right vecipients recelved shares of theseestates. But actually
few people would be for their return to the church or to the
aristocracy. I can't even say that factories should be given
back t00. I'm not sure if there .ould be general agreement on
this. However, if the large plants were returned to thelr
former owners, the workers would not like to have the poor
social conditions re-established which prevailed before 1945,
The communist policy of aiding cultural life should also be
continued, bu%?inly for those who are uscful for the re;ime,

All artists and scientists should be aided.
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I think they are necessary, for opinions are always divided,
aﬂ}east on ninor questions and a one=party system could never
create a healthy, politiecal situation.

If there is to be conplete freedom, there should be no
linits, either for joining or founding parties. Then it will
depend on the masses whether they will join or not, whether
they think this scnsible or not.

No, there should be no limits. I think the communist party
should be permitted and I trust in the Hungarian masses that
it could not function very well, but under free elections it
would be a snall, isolated party and it would not be danzerous

to pernit its ovcration,

Pull civil rights nust be given to all,

Limitations are not necessary, it is part of the people's
opinion and free expression in a free system and qhééong as
the majority governed the minorities' critiecism would not
be dangerous.

In as nuch as one's offers an opinion of an anti-constitu-
tional nature, it is permissible, but on a biggser scale %o
organize a putsch, to destroy a free political system, this

should not ©ve tolersted.

Of course.

These are artificial questions, that's why it's a problem.
‘e in Hungary had not had this experience of a free gov't,
To some extent, in as nuch as open ovposition or serious
counrteraction is urged against the state system, it must be

stopred. In a free society only majority gov't can be.
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By the way, what's your opinion, how is this in the US?
Under some conditions 1i e if a gov't elected fails to follow
the line for which it was elected and completely changes its
policies. If now there were no means to remove such a gov't
in a legal way, then a revolt may be permissible. But this,

of course, would mean that the gov't had already changed the

governmental system.
See question (1), above, N

Of the highest levels among the biggest industries and

plants like Csepel, Tatahaﬁya, and such trusts, gov't control
seems quite purposeful,

Others should be put back into private hands.

It is more useful and sinple, perhaps, in a new system, to
keep these in state hands, but then, chance should be given
to form new, private corporations.

I approve of private profit.

Those should be kept. The largest, like the National Bank,
should be state-controlled, but they should permit the
establishment of private banks as well.

Now all businesses are state monopolies. Their future dige-
position would depend on whether all plants will be returned
to private ownership or not, If all stay in state hands, then
the state would not need the added income of the moiolies,
But if some nlants are returned, the state nay need their
income and keep the monopolies for income purposes. I would
like to say that I feel the state should perhaps keevp the

bigger plants in state hands, because under a changed system

—
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a unified economic policy, controlled by the state, would
be more able to improve the poor economic conditions out
of which the nation would have to be lifted and it would
be easier to correct vast mistakes., Of course, the fullest
freedom should be ziven to new private enterprises.

(6£) I can't think of any. In an ideal state the right people
would be on the right spot.

(6g) All retail trade should be nrivate.

(7) It is healthier to have private initiative.

(8) The one now in usc is absurd and impossible, but under a
changed system it will be necessary to have unified planning
in order to reprieve the country faster from its economic
plight.,

(8z) Not a five-year plan, but there should be some state di=-
rections.

(8d) Consumption,
(9) Religious and cultural life.

(10) Yes, for a free country nceds protection.

(10a,bye)  Yes.

(10d) Yes, if parliement brings them in a free country, then they
represent the people's will, after allE?gtate's life must
be regulated.

(10e) Of course, they are mutual obligations.
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It did not ixprove. There are still villages without a

doctor and small farmers, who did not enter the kolkhozes,
have no rights for insurance.

I don't think so. Some plunts have medical services, but even
before the war they had these. No segments had inprovements \

in their medical facilities available to them.

See question (11).

The difference is perceptible. Very few doctors live from their

private practices alone. }Many have both SEK and private
practices and many of these were less conscientious on
official time than in their private practices.

the largest part of the country was in the STK, except the

small peasants or the declasse unemployed., All others were in

it. Aetually many doctors were conscientious, others not so{?

¥ ]

The dentist was a frequent problem. He ruined my teeth in
the STK, did a poor job and I lost a tooth. Private doctors
are much rore conscientious. At the STK they frequently pull
teeth instcad of treating them.

‘here were more opportunities, bht there were very few new
movie houses built and even fewer theaters., I don't think
there are more ﬁovie houses now then there were before. I
don't well remember the pre-~1945 situation, but the decrease
in other types of anmusement made the movies more frequented.
There was no change for me., Before, I was ruch younger and
they did not let me go more often.

Relatively many frequented ‘the movies for they were cheap
and since other tynes of amuscment were very limited, this

is where people went.

£ da
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The theaters had planned subscriptions and there was a
versatile theater lately, where they showed good classice

plays. All foreign movies enjoyed tremendous popularity.

No, worse beczuse there are many temporary shortages nows.

In '46 there viere many shortages due to the war. Now, nwuch
is exported while at the same time they refuse to inport
necessities. Yhey even export lHuncarian flour and frequently
re-import I'rench flour for bread, which is much poorer in
quality. I know this from workers from the bread plant in
Sopron. Bub regardless of the situation in 1946, the situa-
tion was not better in 1956,

The terror was greatest in '50 and I think the food situation
was even worse, but there is not nuch difference.

Yes. One heard during the revolt that earlier, party big
wigs zot things which other people could neither buy norxr
afford. In some places packages sent from the VWest were

given away at nominal costs.

No inprovement. “Ylothes were extremely expensive., In the West
almost all buy readymade clothes, but in Hungary the ready
made clothes are of very poor quality or the wrong size.

Even so, & medium quality readymade suit costs a workegs
monthly salary. The cheapest is about 750 to 80C ft.

worse nov, for prices rose since. iny rise in wages was sur-
passed by rises in prices. iy father's salary was upped by

80 ft., but the price of shoes rose f;om 250 to 380 ft. Prices

generally rose greatly ever since 1950,
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(15) The papers always wrote of increases and of course, many
plants did not work in '45. On the whole I don't think that
productivitjwas inereased, only the quantity of goods, as
the norms increased and the quality sufiered.

(15¢) whatever the increase, it was of no advantage, for it brought
ne pereevtible results in the econonic situaﬁion or the popu-

lation.

(16) The trade unions nmust be given the opportunity to function
gnd thru these a voice shall be given concerning the workers'
social conditions in the plants.,

(16b) Entirely.

(16c) Jot compulsory at all.

(16d) Tothe pcople comvetent in their fields.

(16e) 1In as nuch as they remain state owned, they should be subject
to state control. . private plant should have no responsibility

to anyone,

(17) The present version of them is impossible. Of course, in a
free system, il small peasants wunted, they could organize for
distrinution or production.

(17a) Yot wany werc formed out of their free will. llost were
pressured and forced in. In a free system, small peasants
may prefer cooperatives Lo permit them the efficient use of
mechanized equipment.

(17b) They should be distrivuted.

(17¢) On the bvasis of ¢ voluntary system peasants should receive
back the land and eqguipment they took into the kolkhozes and

if any preferred to stay tosether, let them.
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Tho I don't believe there zre such.

In a democracy those who can and want to, should have the

opportunity to buy as much land as they want to. Lven tho

this may contradiet the fact that old holdings should not

be returncd.

0f course.

Yes. « line should bes drawn and sbove it land should be di-

vided., Up to 1000 = 20001acres it - should be returned.
AT Ry

Yes. Thru banks they shéulél ‘:j;_e*t- long term lians.

&

'or those snall farme&s w;thfa = 12 or so acres it would not
be disadvantagous if thegﬁtaﬁ;ons existed. Actually they
should be disbanded and ywho sver wants the machinery, they
should buy them cheap. Small peasants could either buy sinzly

or jointly.

Yes.

Complete separation.

Yes.,

No diflerence.

No. for this creates a relationship.

Also, and I didn't want to say this, opportunity should be
civen to 3o or not to o without prejudice on the person.

No.

Yhe “tate schools.

The old church lands should be distributed amon~ agricultural
workers and the smallest farners. YThe buildinzs nceded for re-
ligious purposes should be returned. the schools should remain

in the State's couatrol.
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Those who were forced to join and had no major role or an anti-
popular record, should not be DProsecuted. But those who
committed crimes in the eyes of a free system should be judged
by prope:- cdurts.

They should be hung or sonething of the sort. People would
finish them off vefore there werc 2 chance for court judzement.
sut if they are still alive, they should be condemmed by the
courts. rYerhaps, instead of death, they shiuld be sent for

a lifetime prison labor, This would be the biggest punishment
for those.

In as much as they are cuilty of deeds which were detri iental
to others, they should be judged accordingly.,

I was a member a1 d nothing should happen to simnle members.

But if a DISZ comnittee harmed people, if they got one expelled
from school or Jailed, they too should be prosecuted.

Those not Tinished off b~ the people should also be condemned
to death or prison labor, all of them! ror noone was forced to
Jjoin,

Those politically suilty should be Judged. ‘lothinz should
happen to thec others, certainly not to a traffiec cop.

Inasmuch as oprosition was sincere and they did not turn around
again, no judgement should be passed on them. Except in more
serious instances where death or great harm was caused by them.
I think prison labor would be a better solution for all these,
for a great nany people would be involved and they shouldn't
all be condemned to death. They shoul.! be used and' Ythey also

should learn to work, for once.




(20)

(21)

NO.218 "AN INTERVIEW SECTION "IT N p.50

The Hungarians stopped the 'ongol invasions and the Turkish

invasion.

Yes,

(21a.blc) YﬁBe

(214d)
(21e)
{21F)

(22)
(22a)

(22e)
(22d)
(22e1)
(22e2)
(22f)
(22g)

(22n)

(22i)

Basically it did not.
Yes, there are,
Yes, they existed. But these are not basic differences, only

differences in habits, etc.

In 1945-46,

There were not zany differerces between the pre- and post-
llonarchy periods, politically. |

Yes, til '45.

dJot right.

A little tw leftist.,

No aftereffects:

Substantial.

Better than the communist regine, but not good nor perfect.
No, did not. The country was played out to Hitler.

There were many changes in conbrast with the preceding
period and also nany difierences in relation with the succeed-

ing period.

Inasrmuch as other countrie. also have stron; politiecal
opinions and borders, Hungary must hold these too.
Yes. Transsylvania, 8lovakia and those areas which belonged

to Hungary before Wil. Hunrary has just claim for these.
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Yesy some. They have different habits and views, but no basic
difrferences existo. -
Luncarians &are iﬁb fine and serious friendship with jiustrians.
The ..ustrians are well liked. The Czechs and Rumanians are

less lited., Uenerally, Slavs and ilungarians are not very

friendly.

Territorially those areas where the nmajority is Hungarian,
should be returned. Of course it is nore difficult to
returﬁ lands justly to Hungary where the majority
is not Hungarian end it is difficult to have suchelainms
acccpted by others. |

Useful. If a united Lurope was forned this would be bene-
ficial. A re;ional organization would not be so useful,

for our neigh.ors are also agricultursl and it's better for
Hungery te join with nations which are heavily iundustrialized.
This depends on the desree of union. If 21l borders are
&bolighed, each counti-- should be represented in a connon
gov't,

It is difficult to imagine a federation with: both countries-
in ity but if the systém changed in Russia, éﬁis'would be
possible,

No good.

The averagze run—-of-tnc-rill Rwmssian person, not a leader, is
a bit ignorant. lle did not live in any other than & comtunist

system and he has few necds,
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0f the Buropean stock oﬁRuasianQpany disagreed with the{ 
soviet systen, but the sisians are barbarians and they don't
know the difference between politicai systenms.

I would think in the Zuropean part of .lussia there is among
Russia's thinking pcople no more than 30-357% communists.

In 1945 my father knew a Russian officer who was a doctor
and lived in our house. In his opinion the hussian system
was not good. ile thouzht that many Russians disliked it.
They were feared and pcople had no sympathies for them. They
were horrified.

People had a uniformly bad opinfbn of them,

I read nwuch in it, but I did not find healthy ideas.

I approved of minor things. The reduction of the working
day, from 12 hours, ior instance. Inasmuch as such horrible
traditions existed, this was an impossible situation that
necded rcmedy.

I disapprove of the economic theories.

Hoe

Not cven as much of a liarxist as Lenin,

I did not seec clearly. lle was greatly slandered and cven
after this change one did not et a clear picture one did
of the domestic and economi ¢ life in Yu;oslavia, He is
probably c¢loser to liariism than either lLenin, Stalin or the
Hun; arian conmuunists.

They are not .iarxists.

They stood close to lLixrxism. In some degree they aire to the

right of Ifarx.
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If one trusts the ideas of freedom and independence and
demands full civil liberty.
Hungary ot closest to it befween 1945-46, vperhaps the

mid:ile ol '47.

If there is communisr in a country, but that country con-
siders its ovn interests as predominont, not as in ungzaxy
where under the guise of International Communism the
Lungarian life and cconomy is subjected to the needs of the
Soviet Union. It also neans to some extent independence
from the USSR,

There werc.

Those who were rchabllitated in the party, just before the
revolt. These people very nuch applauded Gonulka's policy.
He is a Marxist Comrunist.

There is opposition between the two, for the communist

idea is for Internasionalisn.

He would have kept his promises and established full free-=
dom, independence and re-established civil rights., Had
Russian troops been withdrawn, the masses would have forced
him to carry out this program, even if he hesitated,
Notifor Llong. ile wanted to form a socialist workers party

instead of the communist varty. He would not have had much

success.

At home this 1s a bad quelity. I don't know another. _
Soeialization es done in the West has put the workers in an

advantageous positioen. If this is considered Soeilalism, I
approve of it.
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Not good.

Not good: in a free society it is unnecessary, for no
great differences exist. |

7ot necessary with free parties.

Not good.

In its 18th-19th century versions it is not good.

If there is no cless war, there are no class differences.
And a middle cless would not be. The people of it, tho,
would be needed, but they would not necessarily be parts
of a middle class.

Not bad at all,

A folk writer who, at one time submitted to the Party too
much, but later retired.

Better than Stalinism or Leninism.

ITuch more democratic than the preseht Czech gov't.
IFeudalism.

Good social democrate.

A great person.

If the varties of 1946 would run, the small holders or a
siddle class party would win. Unless a strong Christian
Demoeratic Party is founded, without being lead by the
church.

Inre Wazy was trusted comparatively until a nore adequate
lecder would have been found. But until the next free
clections Inre Nagy would have been a very appropriate

person to lead the gov'i,
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Less, excepting some of the Stachanowites, who were hand-
picked and then unduely favored,

Less. But some excentions have to be made for those kol=
khozes vthich were well run. |
Less.

Less, due to thc hish taxes.

Less., Some did well who thfu their party connections got
good jobs as plant directors or such.

Those members who got 7ood jobs thru party connections,
3ot more, much nmore. The little members got either less
or as nuch as they deserved.

The LASZEX got less.

Same as h.

hawyers did poorly. 3Jgtors who had bLoth p.ivate and

public practices earned enough.

Aiside from those who benefitted from their party connections,
generally all had it better before, especially in the small
trades.

Qf course I disapprove,

In a free systenm all these interests are conpatible, but not
under the present regime.

Is in oppodtion.

Is in opposition. One reason is that the peasant cannot get
a good price for his nroduce, il the prices are high.

These are in coniliet at present.

The peasants gjained when the pnriests lost their land. But

the peasant was in the end worse off in the Kolkhoze.,
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There were, I think, opposite interests.

There were also opposite interests.

None.

The AVOs Blue and higher Party figures.

The rest against them.

There was no change in my views,

P56
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(1) Yes, I'm interested in how the economic life in the US is
orgunized on a private enterprise busis. How can a
systemetic production and consumption be assured?

(1a) It is _ood to have such @n undertaking, to have a good and
unified picture presented to the West on the situation in
the peopnle’s democracya

(1b) I think, much, for unersonal views and experiences will
help in cre&ting 2 whole picture.

(1e) I don't know.

(14) I think so.

(1e) I don't know. Perhaps that this is less importunt, sports
life, the system of so~called amateurs is upsetting.

(2a) In 2 free and {enmocratic state, yes-

COMIZENT OF INTERVIEWER: I have overcome the great temptation to

brand respondent simply too flattery-conscious. Rather, I was con-
fronted with a young man of strong conservative coavictions. His
mental processes and his slow fuactioning , systematic, engineering
mind reminds one of a well-known pattern. The explanation must 1lie
in the fact that the family from which this young an came, had no
need to conpromise with cither their standards or their self-respect
over the past decade and a half. Uncer the present conditions I would
think this to be somewhat unusual and extraordinary, but in this case

true.




