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(EZducation. )

s

rezeived my matura certificate in 1949 from a school
of mzsallurgy in Budepest.
Up 50 1949 sne could be admitted to tte Techniecal Univer-
gilt)r only with a masura from a gymnasium. In 49, however,
the principle was already established that 90% of the
fresamen hei to com: Zrcen the working class and from the
could
peesnbtry 16 only she remaining 10% €88 be descendants
cf tae other social strata.
Soci2ty was divided into the following categories: Cate-
goryr .., the workers:; category 2, the peasants; category
drivers
3, the state employees (for example, streetcar Rivmes ,
galesnen and salesgiris in state-operated stores, or
barb:rs in state=operated barber shops, they belonged
already to this category and were not counted as workers);
otherr employees belonged also to category 3. In principle
the soesllied "progressive" intellectuals belonged also
sonewhere here, but, actually, they were classified
either togeshar withh the workars or more often with the
catezory L. Categoryr £, small artisans, small tradesmen
without enployzes; category X, this was the last category
whsr: Shose peoples belonged who counted as entirely un=-
relinble class ensm.es. For iastance, former landowners,
kuleucs, former ermy officers, and their sona etc. Any-
body vhc belongﬂdt§x category X was an outcast, the

ariah of the socialist socilety.

inee at the Techaical University many have EESseREdiched-.

[#2] Lol
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anticipated thet the 90% from th: categories 1 and 2 of

had _
whom most ¥ENE only a quick "szecérettségi"( the new

%§§§£ Orszégh Dictionary trarnslsies szakérettségi as
apecialized metriculation exemination) would lead to
catastrophic results,; as fer as he quality of the tech-
niesl éiucation c? the previcusly famous Technical Uni-

verity was concerned, and therefore they tried to pick

the best choice of talents for the remaining 10% open

Alr:zdy during my last year at the school of mefallurgy

LI was several times approached and promised all kinds of
acvantages and extra allotments, f I would enrol to the
Techrical University, nemely I was an excellent student
and have received the star of distinction for my progress
in studies. Actually, I did not intend to go to ﬁhe uni-
verslsy. Instead I wanted to help my father who, at that
time, was &till in a flourishing busiress in Baja. How-
ever, finally, I was convinced that to go to university
wou.d open up many advantages for me,

The admission examination in my case was not at all
interesting, sinece they were actually hurling the lasso
at us whon they wanted &o badly, there was no question
abor? failing this ridiculous easy examination. However,
we i;;u so much desired and s$ill undesirable 10 %, had

fo ewzke very soon}ﬁ%:i'gi the cruel reality that we were
there the hated class aliens who were only tolerated

out of necessity. We had been thrown out of the so-called

people's colleges after a juarter of a2 rear and we
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have not rscelved sny adventager, ot the same time when
those who aad been gdod keaders have received considerable
scholarships.

The 2est off were students with the szakérettségi. They
have received mfxitke the most of the favours and allot-
nentis. In the factory ané workshops there was & stsady
propafanda among the workers that they should go to the
universities. Quite 3 Pew have registered. On one hand,
because of the scholarships and allotments which amounted
for more than their worker's salary; on the other hand
thus they would be exempted from military serv;ce or
rather they would recelve later sonme militarf training
within the curriculum of the university and also a rank
of an officer. Such workers were taken then to the so-
called szakérettségi colleges where in a so-called
speciglized matriculation course they would try to teach
them in 3/4 of a year, or at the most, in one year the
subjects of 8 years of gymnasium. Most of the time, all
these efforts were, of course, futile.

The szakérettségi meant 2 things: no. 1 that they had
been receiving all tae allotments, no. 2 that they had
to study the least for the examinations, namely it was
forbidden to flunk p3oole with szekérettségi. Apart from
a very few really worthy men, 95% of these people have
lived out of the fact Zor years, that they had a szaké-
rettsszi in their poszkets.

The scholarship was regulated according to the salary of
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“he parents erd the number of the children in the fami-
ly. It reached 500 to 800 forints which was that time

in 1949 e grest emount of morey.

Those who were merried have received Tamily allowance
t00. The smount c¢f this varied according to therecom-
meniation of his former working place, his kader card,
etc. For any case, they could manage i better than be-
fora from their regular salary.

They have also received 1 or 2 complete suits each year
which, if one considers that in Hungary a men's suit
costes usually more than the man's whole monthly salary,
was alsn a great profit.

They also received their expensive technical books
needed for the studies freely. llany of them have sold
thess for good money the sane day.

We, the class aliens, missed all this. ‘e had to discover
eand realize very soon that for us there was only one pos=
sibility to get ahead and uhis was to study, to study
very hard,

{Resrondent was asked about‘the set-up and the curricu-

lun of the Technical University)

During my student years in the university the curriculum
of ssudies was changed % times. We had 57 hours of
classes during & week and 6 hours a week was devoted

to Marxism. Besides, we had to participate each day

for about 2 half to three quarters of an hour in the

so~culled friendly circle of Szabad Nép where a lecturer
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wa2e reviewing current events, It was a must to be pre-=
ser; at this activity. If somebody was missing, he

wou..f. expose himself to sharp attacks and reprimands.
%3E§%§at the university every day up to 7 or 8p.m.

In e place of the ¢ld professors new teachers, brought
up Zrom different high schoolg have been teaching the
baeic diseiplines, ae for instance mathematics, pﬁyaica,'
etc, with high school methods. At the end of the year,
in spite of the heavy working tempo with 57 hours
weekly, scandalous results werehoén at the examinations.
Categories 1 and 2 neve finished with much weaker re-
slutc then students coming from category 5, 4 and X.and,
whel, was even & ‘greater scandal 35 to 40% of the
gzslérettségl people have been dropping out (the plastic
Eutga?ian expression for this is "lemorzsolodtak®).

(The "dropping out" was the greatest terror of the
teecters, because for this reason many of them lost
their own jobs. 90% cf the teachars even latérlbe—
longed not to the best 1 and 2 catefories. The more

they had to think it over whether they should dare to
flunk somebody with s szakéretts2gi. In cese somebody
did ﬁhisﬁfhe Party secretary a?peared instantly and
would accuse the teacher that he was acting out of
malice and bad intentinns against the working class and
thet he was not enough appreclieting the fect that the
worling ¥myxpa¥es class wants to 24ducate an new intelli .

gentsia out of his own ranks, tharefore the teachers
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should bs with greater considersztion if taey see that
the students, having only szakérettsésgi suffer from
certain drawbacks. )

As a result of their bad expsriences duriag the previous
year, for the school year of 1950-51, they have prepared
g great reform in the currieulum. First of all, the num=-
ber of classes was reduced to 40 to 44 hours weekly.

ir order to prevent Ffurther dropping out ,on one hand,
they instructed the faculty that the Szakérettségi
giuvdents have to be handled with great consideration
(with other words, they cannot bve fiunked), on ihe other
hand ,the students with szakérettségi were warned that
in case somebody would drop out,he would have to pay
back his tuition, his scholarship, the different allot-
neutd, books etec.

They have organized the study-peirs. Thie meant that

a bad kader but good student;was given to each weak
student with Szakérettsiyzi. The good student was to a
.certainf¥%%§§%3ible for the weak students, but not
vice-versa. If he was able to help the student with

the szekerettségl he did not receive any thanks. But,
if the latter, has feiled at his exanination,then the
good studentm wonld get hell for it.

This year in 1950=51,6 besides, the easing of the program
by reducing the houre, there was also a new load addéd,
namely,they have introduced national defence training

with 3-4 hours weekly and aloo weekly 4 hours Russian
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and she note-toking from llarxist literaturre was also
taken more seriously. This latter consisted of taking
notes of avout 120~ 140 pages from 5 or 6 books each
week and that had to be done in such a wey that we had
t0 be eble to give account of the materiel thus collec-
ted at the seminary meetings where professors coming
over Twwxm from the Kerl Marx University of Economy pre-
gsided. In the entire curriculum this was felt the most
exacting and difficult by thes students of the Technical
University-since the material handled consisted of such
philosophi:el works which would have needed serious pre-
liminary studies in order to be understood at all.
-They heve introduced far-reaching departmentalization
an¢ cpeclalization to such an extent kheyxhawexhmenm that
there had been sections creaited where the entire aumber
of students consisted of 15. For example, I was in the
section for motor vehicles where the total number of
students was 16 only.

There had been such sections where only students coming
frem working families have been admitted. Foreexample,
such was also the sections for motor vehicles. (Namely
these small sections usually have been taken over en-
tirely by the military after they finished their stu-
dies and therefore they had %o reliable!) However,
since they study results were awfully low, I was direc-
ted to that section in order to improve the standard.

The entire system of education was characterized by
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& conplete sovllessness., Only numbers counted, Often
happened, and often only through some uistake, that the
young studente who registered forr a certain faculty were
directed to & completely different place and admitted %o
anothnr diegipllre than what they would have liked to
ﬂtuly, fox what tbey feli they had talpnt and inelination.
Aft=r thls hapPHﬁed 1ae§ aave no1 been given a cﬁan;e,
thef had to accept 1t or 1eave im, To ohanve disciplineé
or faculties afuerwards wes out of questiona

We had at .he uqiverdlty an unbe*levably Lnoroughly ‘
organized system of informers ané¢ spies. There were 3
offices which exeréised authority over 1lif2 and death

of the faculty and of the students. These were the Par-
ty office, the study office, and the DISZ office.

In the study office there was a "Kaderes". He kept the
iiles of every teacher and studert. During the Revolution
we were able to take a lodk iato the files. The most
fantastic and the least important data had been all there
from everybody., One's perents, friends, their behavior,
their political opinior, their unguarded words about
current events etc. Just to give you an example: on the
kader carc of & cousin of nine there was, among others,
that her father did not buy the special stamps for the
benefit of the North Koreans. The "Kaderes" was the

most powerful men everywhere, also at our technical uni-
versity because everybody's life and futmre depended

on hig whims. It is only characteristic for the system
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that theee people, the *kéderesiwere always the most pri-
mitive end ignorant men. For example, our k&derea,of
whom everybody was afrnid,had not the slightest idea
about the curriculum of studies at the university, even
less about the purpose and significance of the individual
disciplines and subjects.

Just to give you an example what I mean by the'ayatem of
informers, I will tell you the following trué_afory: in
my small study group circle there was usually a good co-
Operétive and trusting spirit. One morning, when the news
of the death of Stalin came out,& colleague of’ours,who
had good kader and came to the university with szakérett-
ségi, entersd our room with the greeting: "Well, the old
man kicked the bucket."("Na, felfordult =z Breg!") He

was dragged away by the AVH the same night, received 3
years sentence in jJail. His wife was thrown out from her
job and,while she was looking half crazily after a new
job, her one-month 0ld baby died.

It was characteristic also the following event on our
situation in Hungary. There was a Hungarian-Soviet bas-
ket ball match, if I correctly remember in 1954. Many
university students attended it, since most of the
Hungarian players had been from the university. As al-
ways ywhen Soviet sportsmen came to Budapest, this time
also, the judge has been cheating shamelessly, so that
the students began booing. The most vocal ones were

arrested right on the mpaxrk spot by the members of the
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AVH, who intermingled with the public in civilian clothes,
and 6 of them have been excluded from all universities
and higher institutions of learning in the entire coun-
try and 2 have been thrown in jail.

During the thiwd great reform which was introduced gra-
duelly during the schoolyear of 1955-56 I was no more

a student, but have belonged to the fﬁculty of the Tech-
nical University.

It was finally realized that the overdone specializafion
and, even more, the boundless foundling of the poorly
qualified students with szakérettségi, would lead to an
extremely grave crisis in the replacement of engineers
in a country which was rapidly and heavily industriali-
zing. Therefore, they have introduced serious checks

on the distribution of scholarships. In theory, at least,
the deciaive‘factor became the study raéult of the per-
son.

The system of scholarships was reorganized in the fol-
lowing way: there was 180 to 200 forints basic scholar-
ship. This was given to everybody (except to those who
belonged to the X-category), if the salary of the pa-
rents together did not surpass 2000 forinté. (Students
velnnging to the X-category had to pay tuition fee which
was not any considerable amount, thus it was only so far
significant, as it was done as a matter of principles).
On this base of 180 to 200 forints the student above

average would get a certain plus which was figured
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according to & schedule set up on the hasis of study
results. Students below the mediosre aversge would xmbk
not receive any such plus. Then students with families,
students from the country, whith other words who did not
have eny place to live in Bucapest, also students whose
parents were living under very difficult circumstances,
would all get certain plus according to their in&ividual
needs.

Altogether, one could reach about 600 forints at the most.,
This was a substantial reduction, compared to the situ-
ation in the previous years. |

In addition, there was a special scholarship, the so-
called Rékosi schols -ship which would be given onlj to
such students who had only ore B, all other pr&ies A
and whose political behavior was above reproach. This
wag, however, very rare., About 3 students have received
it from a class of 300.

A studeni paid 80 forints monthly for his quarters in

a student -hotel, . For this, he would get 2 bed in a
small room where there were usuelly 6 or more students
together sleeping in double-decker beds. As a result,
there were many tuberculotic cases among the students
and young teachers of the Technical University. Since I
wes the responsible man for education in the DISZ or-
genization of the faculty, I can say that this, namely
the matter of fukexzumiImiw tuberculosis was & seady

topBc among us and was regarded as one of our greatest
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problems. Speaking of housing o the students,I want
to mention elso the fact that one could not choose his
own room-mates, but the students were distributed and
assigned into the rooms by the management of the student-
hotels . Needless to say that they arranged things
intentionally and tried to mix students with different
goclial background and ideology in the rooms, in order
that everybody should feel uncomfortable ar under con-
stant suspicion and check.

Lunch and dinner for e month wae 180 forints at the stu-
dent mensa., Since those studente whose study results
were below average could not afford this froﬁ their
scholarships,many heve been sating only onze a day,
especially those firrom the country who did a5t live with
their parents. This faect was another éteady topic at

our leadership meetings in the DISZ. |

Text books were surprisingly cheap, if we compare the
situation in the West.

All in all, if somebody was a good student and did not
gelong to the X-category,he could mske ends meet from
his scholarship ané the different glliotmentis given him
by the state.

Why did rot go the student to work and make some extra-
norey? First of all,there was no opportunity for work.
Bhe state-cperated piants, offices, etc. have not

had any provieion end room in their budget for em—
ployment of students end besides, the university autho-
rities would not permit this mikhex either; Only those
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gs1dents who were a little bit smarter and who needed
moce spznding mnoney, tried rather secretly Lo make aome.
meaey going, Tor insiancey during the night to the market
halls and wmoving here heavy boxes and other wares, by
which means they could make 20 to 30 forints ﬁuring &
nizht. About 60% of the stulents lived in students
hotels, fron thosd oaly aboit 2% have ever taken up
some part-time jobhs in order to make more noney. But
this was not at a..l a general ussge and was never en-
coaraged, \

There was also a great chanze noticeable ia 1955-56 in
the feculty. Generally more competent people have
occupied The lead:.ng positions at the univeréitieaa In
each university the rector or president of the university
became one of the most well-known professors with high
redutation who had seen the West and often had an in-
ternational prest:ige.

The szekéretisézl wes aboiished because, as they said,
there have been enough good kader workers' and peasants'
children coming out f{rom the regular schoola by now,
hering the usual natura. But the real cause was, of
conrse, the complete vankruptey of the szakérettssgi

) ) short--cut

caectually, even novgthere was still a smxf=nul to get

g mnaturs certiflicgte, but these were no moire taken as

g basis for edmiscicn to the university; on the con-
trary, they were urwilling to accept such),

sSccial orlgin remeired to be strictly watched and they tried
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material to be taken notes from and rather stressed the

discussion of actual ¢
discussion of the XX.

of en entire semeste:s.

urrent problems. For example, the

Party Congress became the topic
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(Revolution.,)
A8 a consequence o the XX. Party Congress and the
versonal changes in fthe Soviet Union and in Hungary, the
Communist Farty secretaries and the leaders of the Party
seninarice, the DISZ secretaries and other functionaries
whose job was the sheoretical education end leadership
of the masses,have lost ground from under taeir feet znd
could no morz perforn their directing job on seminaries
and meetings, insteacd they were forced irto a défensive
position. They were asked such questions with respect.
to Stalin, Riko#i ané the whole system, 0% of which
they could not ansver, It happened quite often that the
chaeirman o7 the depariment of Marxist Studime at the
University could nut arwer a question of a student and
would put/ﬁ%? with the explanation that he would have
to find out first 1he right answer from his superiors
in the Party. The rature and the tone of the questions
weyve such that a year before one would have received
several years in Jjeil for that.
In the spring of 1¢5€6 there appeared in Irodalmi Ujsbg
and in Béke cs Szaladség articles and criticisms from
Tthe pen of Communist writers which have been a great
surprise for everytody, but especially they found fer-
tile so0il within tre university students circles.
The great majority of the university studenis has been
&% the beginning Communists or , atx least, very far on

the left. They have been the spoiled children of the
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systen. Besween 19..¢ and 1951, duringz the first vears

of my studies at the university, I coald vndarstend how
the Soviet Union siicceeded in educating s fanstical

young guard which wvould support its systen snthuslasticly
and unguesiioningl:r.

The average dungar .er university student camne from the
sluns of the working population or f£rom the small ham-
iets of the poor peasants. He arrived to tha university
in his pristine ignorance, enraptured by thz beauty of
the humanitarian and squalitarign great idea of Communism
and,when zirsady a; echool, his time ':Jeihg e.atirely

taken up by the heavy curriculum (zs I told you before,
we have had 57 hours @ week), le lost all contact for

2-3 yeers with tha: eavironment where he cane from, name-
ly %icomm the workere or the peasants. Sirce he had a

good gcholarship and received all kiads o allotments,

he lived in a relaiively high living standard which he
was tempied to misiele for the living standard of the
workers or the v2acaris, to whieh elass he 3till pro=
fessed to belong. "he system teok care of it that the
students should 720 £o home %o their native town or
village. During tho school year they gave %nhem full
employment and dur:ing holidays they took “ham for outings,
while during the sumner they had to form voluntary
brigades and help ut the great building prrojects of
socialisn or they vere indggﬁed to the army.

Ag time went by, however, %he living standuard of the
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students dropped consicderably, partly because of the
drastic »eduztlioas ir. their scholarships, pertly because
of the devaluaetion of the currency and in the meantime,
in 8p i%te of all memy of the students visited their hones
and dliscoverad thal back home et their fanily and village
ané generally among the simple people there was not
everything as fine as they were taught to believe and
that there was a general great dissatisfaction every=
where, This discovery was promcted also b.,” the fact that
the obligatory production exercisees were introduced.
(Kitelezd sermeléds:. gyakorlas) This meant that in the
wore advanced classes, usually after the 3rd and 4 th
yeary the students were dispersed for the gummer into the
difPairrent plants and workshops of the count:y_where they
coull mee through Their own eyes the real situation.

In the evening of (October 22nd was the great and by now
farious meeting oa the Technical University. This meeting
was aotually organized by the official authorities, al-
thouzh even today -t is not yet clear who was actually
reaponsible for the calling <ogether of this meeting.

(I wag that time seceretary oF the Instruction and Exten-
sion fraining Sestiorn of the Peculty DISZ organization

(& tanéri lar DISZ szervezetének tovabbképzés és okita-
téaligyi tiskire). liere already months Before the Revo-
luiion democraticz viirds were blowing and independent
cpiniong wer?2 exproesgsed, even towards higher authorities.

There were sherp critics exercised over the Soviet
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edazationel system :nd also demands expressed for
mexing possikle for us study trips ﬁéﬁ:the West and also
scholarships eand fellowships for Western universities.
But not only in the Faculty DISZ organization were such
veizes hesrd., The s:cretary of the students' DISZ or-
genlzation was a working boy who, however, had been on
sevaral tripe in Western Europe end he stood up the most
energetically for tie resumption of Western ties by
Hungzery.

X&Hmzsaid grezet meeting wes actually called in order to
lissen to the enissiries from the MEFESZ of vzeged.
Iverybedy felt that there will be something happening
thes night. Up to €iis time the youth at the Techniecal
University wes entirely passive, For any kind of meetings
or demenstrations yiu had to catch them by rope. The
more 1t was surprising that alreedy in the morning great
messes of studenis 'vere assemblirg and excitedly dis-
cusising the coming neeting in the afternoon. When the
$ime arrived,the crowds were such whethwx which were never
before witnessed by the Technical University.

The meeting started &% % p.wm. The emissaries from Szeged
did not kmaw show u)l. Ase we found out,they had becn

Jusi at that time in the DISZ hesdquarters negotiating.
A delesgation was sent after them to bring them over to
our meeting, but they d4id not arrive. So the meeting
sterted without then and begaa to discuss the social

problem of the stud:ints. The popic was the insufficient
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gncwst 22 the schol arships, ke overcrowded student
hetels, the bad Jocd at the nensa, end the inpossibili-
ty of travel to —=he Woest, ete. There were sharp end
pzesionete speechesr nade, bub exclusively around the
preblems touching 1he daily Life of the students.

In the meantime one emmissary of the MEFESZ arrived. Hg
t31d ue about the cvents of the preceding days in Szeged,
rzuely that she stidents of Szeged decided to leave the
DICY organization uirce the DISZ did not represent the
interecsts of the s'ucdents. He emphasized that the founding
of the MEFESZ did ot mean that they wanted to separate
tnensaelves

tysnaaniwrs entirel;” from the working and the peasant
yoush, or from the high school students; on the other
bard eech of tha2se hes tﬁ%ﬁi own special problems, there=-
fore it is only reuscnable that each should create its
gpaeial organizations as 1t was before 1948.

The words of the siudent from Szeged were received with
strong aprroval by the entire meeting. Imnediately 1t

was decided that vote would bYe mk taken whether we wanted
to follow the examile of Szeged and léave the DISZ. At
the voting waich was by showing the hand, 99.5%

apnroved the motion. Perhaps 10 mr 15 students voted
egoinst the will o? many, many t1ousends.

Liser the vote}%éiznssyeeches continued. It is only
churaeterjaticfggw far the Revolutionary y uth was

frox any taint of Fascism or rightis{y XX counter-

revolutionary tend:ncies that when one speaker un-
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Toctuonately used tne expression that a new "Idea of
wrzged’ was boxr, ne was greebed by terrific booing and
shouts of the stroagest condemnatione. (The Idea of

Szzged in Hungsriaan "8uegedi Gondolat" of course, re-

fere to the 191C events when the white armies under the
corrand of fdmiral Hortby started out from Szeged to
1ilserase the countey from Béla Kin's Communist dlcte--
toreain, Thereafter the ideology of the cornservative

enl rightist elemeats who had been at the forefrost

¢i' tha: movement wie krviown as the idea of Szeged)

Cx sker after speater went up tv the rostrum and

adiressed the meeting in outspoken and often passionate
amer. Ther a stulent stocd up and begen his speech by saying
thiat many before him haveaggigg already anout the prob-
lenn of improving tie fcod of the student mensa, but
hovever important shis questions seems to be for the
students,there are other, much mcre important questions

to speak cbout, quosticnsxsksih which are the most

paiaful fer the whole ration. There are innocent people
convicted and rotting away in the jails without anybody
dering to take their side ani sreek up for them. Then
egain, there is 2 s3teady talk about the constant raising
off the living standard of the population whan the

trusa is that the: living s taadard is lower thoen it wes

in L9486, He then prroposed &a?;, ag the first step, the
LLINES% wweck shoild ask for s meeting of the gentral
Gormittes of the Purty which should start an investigation

aboul the living conditions and the nikziima situation
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in general 07 the students ané also about the contra-
dictilons and $lunders of the present econcm:.c life of
the country and,:ngm general, it should glve a positive
directive for efiective reforms all over.

(At she mezting there were vresent, althourh not official—
1y invited; almost &ll the p:cfesaors both tte older

and the younger of the university, the entire Party
leedersaip ard i&xsxizgdmxxh;i leadership of the univer-
gity and aliso the diétrict Party leadership. Ail these
people vehaved pessively during the meeting. Xwas cha-
recheristic of thedir verplexity that when during the
let2r parts of the neeting grave political questions
wer drawn up, wbr Instance, the w ithdrawal of the Soviet
troops of the eount:y, e studerts have demanded from
the distirict Party secretary that he should take stand

in “he matter, ke ’arty secrstary was complately em-
barrassed. His words came out from his throat rather like
a m.sereble whiniang of which the final sense was that

he co2s not kaow ainself what is the Party astitude on
tha! matter, he has to ask first his auperio>-, )

In 1h3.course of the following speeches the immediate
problems of the ssucenss have been relegated far behind
to ¢ secondary place end one after other the ' demends
havre been burn whicl were of natiﬁnal signif‘cance. Trese
derznds wers formuleted finally in 26 pointl The indi-
vidual points were foruulated by different people,often
one point was demended in different way by several

spaakers.
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Ir comecsicon with g'reedom of pressy,e second year's eve-
ning zourse student hes asked word:"It is a sad thing'-
he hegan - "thst 1ere In Hungary we &are reading newspa-
pers, but the news vve have 4o ge’ from somewhere else.
For instance, we 1ave t0o learn from foreign radic stations
abors the eveats whi.ch are just now taking place in Poland."
- and he %old the meeting about the world-shaking events
going on the day »ei'ore in Poland of which the great
majorisy of the m2eiing, myself included, +there have heard
Rriugrkix flirst time.
The entire crowd renained for a mement silent and dumb-
founded, but then a tremendous cheer broke out which
lasted for several ninutes in syrpathy with the Poles.
Thereafter someboly proposed and the crowd accepted a
moti:on that the nexs day the students together with the
gtudents of the other universliies would go first to the
Pol:sh Embessy and shen to the statue of General Bem and
will. lay a wreath ujon it,showing in this way.itﬂ sympathy
with the P¢les.
In she meantime,the number of the points steadily grew.
Finolly they were suunarized and set up in an order meking
e 1136 out of them and & resolution was brought that this
woull be mizmeograph:d and sent ouvt to the factories for
the workers and at she same the representatives of the
fac;ory workers would be invited for s great meeting which
wou Ld have tiaken plice on Wednescay afternoon at the
courtyard of the Technicel University.

There was algo deciled that the calily nespaper Magyar
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Nezzet which incidentally has seat a reporter to the
meetirg, would be requested that it should print the
entire list of demends,formulated by the meeting, in fts
edition next day. £ delegation w-3 sent also to the
radio station with the request taat the radio should
broadcast the denards in its & p.m. news. However, they
succeeeded only in eo Pfar that ths: radio has mentioned

in i%te news hHroadecest that the students of “he Technical
unlversity have held a great meebting of 19 000 (acfually
there could not he mcre than 3000 to 4000 people in the
great hall, since trere was no more room for more) on
which hswe they haeve hrought resolutions supporting.the
independence of she country and asking for »rotection of
the interests of tle students etc. With other words, the
rz¢ic has said only generaliﬁieé about the meeting.

The meeting lasted from 3 p.m. to 12.3%0 in tvhe morning.
Moet people in the crowd have been standing all this time,
girce there were nct enough seats. When it 2inally dis-
s0lvedy,it was only aiter/%ecision ﬁ2§§§gﬂﬁ he points
will be mineographc¢d the same night and dissributed 211
over tThe city and thet everybody will be at the de-

mor stration startfhg 2 p.m. next day.

The students have nimeographed the cemands during the
rest of the night n the central student hotel and then
they have carried .t not only to the plants and factories
within the city Llinits, but even o 100 up to 150 kilo-
meiers distances fi1om Budapest. They did not have mm any

rorey for such travels, they just stopped the taxi cabs
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anc the milk truacsks enad othe vehicles they could find

on the streets. They showed 50 the drivers their pam-
phlets and thereupon the drivers left any osher business
for later ftime. They took the students along first where-
ever they wanted t¢ go.

Next morning, on Ocioter 23rd, the gates of the university
were cloged, Everyvhere there were planted student

guerds and only wiih student legitimetion could you pass

them. The reason for this was that we were afraid of

righsist provoeatican.

The night bvefore, or the 22nd, eroand 11 o'eclock when the
mecting was still in process,I leoft from there and went
over %o the Party cffices of the university. I foupd there,
anorg other prominent men, Losoncsy arnd Deputy Minister
Orbén and Colonel Narifn., The letter was the chairman
of the military cefence department at the Technical Upi-
ersity. There wes a most interesting discussion in
progress cduring which a% one point the Polich events
Cams Uup. Uﬁon this Uolonel Merifn hed stated categorically
thal in his opinion it is a shame that even he did no+t
near anything abcut 1t and now he does not even know
abher it is truve, whal the student has said about it
01 act. Whereuporn Lisonczy assured hia thatein fact,
everything wes true what the specker has said during the
meeting. At this discussion came up the matter that it
could happesn that XTEIIEAWAI uniesiradble elements/jg}.%d
the demonstration n»x; dey and trings could get out of

hanrii and tharefore it wes decided that the students should
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€0 in rows oi 10 holding each othew erms. letting nobody
in from the sidewalks,and carrying no signboards neither
shouting eny slogans,
At the Technieal University there was g fully equipped
wor<shop for mimeograohing lecture notes and there, on
the 23rd. pamghiets vith the demands were made in a tre-=
menious quantity. Waien the students nave run out of the
papier supplies, th: faculties snd departments have gi-
ven their official tationaries for use for manufacturing
the pamphlets. The Joints by now were contracted and re-
duced to the number of 16 and +o these wai. added an in-
vitetion for the groeat meeting planned for the next dey,
Welnesday afternoon |
Aroind 10 a.m, the racdio announced that the Minister of
Interior has »rohib:ted 2ll demonstrations ﬁnd agsemblies,
In epite of this,arcund noon students already started
to ' sasemble on the eourtyard >f the university for
the great parade.
At 1.30 p.nn. u delegation was sent to the Mynistry of
Interior whiekh has demanded - gquosing the authority of
the constitution - that +the ban on the deomstration should
be revoked.

ttere
In kae neaniime, Xkuwy were already arriving delegations
from the different iadustrial plants to the university.
The MAVAG Works, the GANY Plent, etc., The Pestviddki
Gépgrar whicn has mawfactured the Jet-fighter-planes,
hag sent by 2 buses a delegation of 100 wo rkers. On the

couriyard of the unirersity there was already set up
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£ sneekers'stand erd loudsneskers were installed for
the weeting which wes plansed for the next day. Now,
during the walting period for the start of the demonstra-
tior ,the spesiers oi' the different delegations from the
factories have takern the stand and told the students of
their Loyal support of the demends formulated by the stu-
dentg the night befcre and printed on the pamphletz. The
Petifi Officers’ Acedemy (formerly Stalin Lecademy ) was
also represensed by a numerous delegetion. I%s speaker
hes expressed their loyalty with the cause of the students.
Finelly,after 2 p.m. the student delegation returnéd from
the Ministry £ Interior with L&sz1l6 Fekete, Deputy
Minister of Interiox EREYQpHATREY KNEaccompanying them. He
has given the perniesion for the march in the name of the
Minister of Interior and then expressed in his own name
Im:x %00 hisg good will and his sympathy with the students.
By this time there were already sbout 15 000 people '
assewbled on the courtyard of the Technical University.
This ftremendous crowd formed in no time an orderly march-
ing line. 2 national banners were brought from somewhére
which did nset have the Communist emblém on them, only the
Hungarian tricolor. These were carried at the head of the
marchers and so tte parade started out fowards the

statue of Ben.

On tae way the streebears, buses, trucks, and all other
vehicles have stoppei.The students went up to them and

had gziven them panphlets. Generally the busdrivers or
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the streetcar controllers took one, read it sloud to the
pazsengers upon wkich the passengers left the vehicles

and joined the werchers. On the route of the demonstration
the ¥bammem housee have displayed everywhere the Hungarian
fleg end on the loud demands of the marchers they heve

cut cut of all of them the Communist emblems.

By tie time we reached Bem Square the crowd swelled on

to sich an extent that most of the people could not get
anymore into the small square, but filled up 211 the
neighbouring streets, squared and even the bridges of the
Danude. I myself, could get only to about 600 to 700
meters distance of tae statue.

On the square the demands were rezd aloud, then Bessenyei
hag remsitm recited the "Talpra Msgyar" national song
writien by Petdfi snd after him Peter Veress spoke. Then
the crowd started oub towards the Parliement. On the way,
we pasaed the Red Star Printing Establishment. Buiswas
This was the printingz shop of the military, &4& ¢ 1e prin-
ters, hanging out in ‘he windows”askéd pamphlets from us.
We had no more left, but finally somebody found one and
threw 1t up to the window. One printer baught it and
disavneared with it inside the building. Within 10 minutes
the vrinters appeared again at the windows throwing down
big hundles of freshly made new pamphlets.

The crowd reaching Purliament Square demanded the mpm
abdication of Gerd and the instalment of Imre Nagy as the
new prime-ninister. WVhat happened there bhefore the Parlia-

went that evening is sufficiently well known from many
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eccounts. Therefore I think I can pass it over and pro-
ceed with my story.
Arcound the time the dark set in, I left Parlisment Square
enc went to the 1ome of wuy flancee who lived near the
racio gtudios. Waien we heard the news thas a great crowd
has assemblel be?o:'e the studio, my fiancee and I went
over there. Just when we srrive. o delegation had entered
the building witr the demends of the @em nsirators. That
paxrs of the stres:t which was immediately near to the
racio building, wis closed off by the AVH. They have sent
aleo a police criise-car and also Ffiremen among the
crcwd in order that in case of necesgsity they should
disperse veonle >y wey of water hoses. However, the po-
licemen have shown tc the people their empty cartridge-boxes,
DOLAE since ther have not received any ammunition. Some=
bedy from the érowd cut through the fire=hose.of the
fire brigade and anorngst great hilarity and cheers
pecple were draggirg out from the car the harmless rube
ber hose.
The AVH has throvn teargas bombs and shock-causing bombs
into the crowd which were thrown back at them by tﬁe
eople. A truck vvas burnt dowrn. They amused themselved
t1ie way up %o a quarier to nine (I just locked at ny
watch in about a minuie befors the real thing started,
80 1 know the exect time) when somebody standing near
to the entrance ghouted that Szakasits is here. There-
upor. the erowé begen to cheer, not because they liked

Szakaslite but because they cheered now everybody who
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has been in jail for any reason during the Rakosi regime.
guards were
Aprarently the AVH gusmrd ¥HH frightened by this sudden
noise, because they imuediately started to shoot with
th2ir sub-machine zuns for about 1 1/2 .minutes. There
were about 100 to 130 AVH men guarding the building. In
the first minute I tliought that they were shooting in
th2 air just to scare people away, but from the terrific
gciramble and screans I had to realize immediately that
thay were shooting into the crowd. Instantly many pecple
fell wounded or dead and I tried %o take my fiancee
under the protectirn of a doorwsy nearby. My fizxncee
collapsed before w2 reached the door and,as I dragged her
in, I saw that her 1air was full of blood. I discovered
that she had been 3hot in her head. Under the game
doorway there was alresdy another woman shot at her
eye wno died withia a few seconds and a 15 years old
bo;r shot in the stomach.
The street suddenly hecéme empty, people withdrew into
tho neighbouring sireet! or under the doorways_aince
the lamps of the sgireets were also shot down, the only
light was the green glare of the smoke bombs. One could
gee only through the haze and fog ® in thet ghaatlyl
green light the jends lying sround and the wounded
staggering towards shelters and to hear screaams, groaning
and moaning from everywhere. It was a picture from
Dante's Hell.
I phoned immediatel.y from the house for asmbulance and

since the grea® Rblue Hospital was the next block 2
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ambulance cars arpearz2d in no time at the corner, but the

AVO did notv let them in, It took about 20 more minutes

©ill the ambulance waz allowed to enter the street. Final-

ly w~hen they arrived we were hacdly able to put all the

wounded on them. We hed to peck these unfortunate people

Just like herrings up on the big ambulance cars and

for imstance, my serisusly wounded fiancee who lay there

unconsciounly,; got a place only next to the ériver with

3 other sericusly wounded people. I myself, climbed on

the fender, becauee I did not want to part from her. The

ambulance hac to turn before the iadio whére thé,AVH men

stood 1In groups end discussed amongst roafding laughter

thelx hervie deeé¢, I almost fell cff from the fender from

naugea!

This fifst massacre took place exactly at a quarter to

nine;as I old above, therefore the stateﬁehﬁ in the so-=
auhlizhed _

called white bool, PUHIANA by the present Hungarian govern-

ment, according to which the first shot was fired at

12.30 after midnight,is & sheer lie.

After midnight my fiancee underwent a successful operation,

30 around 1 o'clock I le?t the hospital and returned to

the redic station whichwas only about 100 meters distance

awey. There - found serious fighting going on. Cadets

from the Kossuth Academy, from the Rékoeczy Military

Sehool and soldiers from the Bem Barracks heve been

fighting agzainst the AVH. At the beginning civilisns did

not Light yet, since they did not have arms. Soon, how-

ever, all kinds of people especially working people, have
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beer wmrking assenblivrg running from the Stalin atétue
which was jus’ raised and also from Parliament Square

and from many other pcints of the city towards the Radio
Station.

Pinelly tanks srrived from the officers'training school
of 1hz Tatab&aya arnouvred division which have given the
couyp de grace $o the LVH of the Radio Station. Around
8.%30 a.m., everything wgs quiet.Hth the exceﬁtion of 20
or 22 ceptured AVO nen,all others were killed. I saw
around 1%0 dead bod:.es in AVH uniform lying under the
doorways of the Radlo Station where they had been finelly
assembled.

In o few hours the Russlan armoored cars and tanks had
been appearing on the streets of Budapest. However, they
sould rule only on the whikex wide aﬁenues and boulevards,
because in the minute they dared to enter the mmall narrow
streets) they had becen finished offy usually they were
burnt.

During the next 2 days I was just about strolling around
and wawgxsbexixwit Banging out with a small little group,
obndy knew what would happen. There were more serious
foraes in the Kilian Barracks and in the Bem Barracks and
alsy on Széne Squars in Buda, but besides theme, there
wer: only smell groupz formed spontaneously by people,
usuilly frierds end acquaintances who tried vo hurt the
Ruszizns and the AVH where they could and who were Ie lped

everywhere by the population.
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On Ociober 25th was the great massacre at Parliament
Squara,. Many Russien tanks joined us in the fight against
the AVH. Alone at tie National Museum 8 Russisn tanks
have taken our sidej niﬁrxwhich 2 or 4 accoampanied the
demongtratom to the Parliament Square and sided with them
shonting at the AVH and the attacking other Russian tanks.
Around October 28th and 29th #% the organization of the
University National Guerd battalionq/g%grted. 3 such
bat;alions were bora vith about 1200 - 1300

men, In addition, tae last year)%}ag%r students of the
Technical Universitr “ho just have been on summer mili-
tery training in th2 country,have returned to the school,
brining along their entire equipment, about 12 tanks,
several anti-sireraeft-guns, radio signal cars etc. Since
there were no more 3erious fights that time, the duty of
the National Guard 'would have been to uphold orders in
cecoderation with th2 police force.

I wae with my compaay on guard duty at the modern;:new
police headquarters on Engels Square (formerly Elizabeth
Square).

On Zrgels Square was the high command of the National
Guard battalions, uniler which belonged hoth the students'
battelione and the vorkers®' battalions. The entire
Netional Guerd stool under the command of Colonel Marian
and police mejor Kopacsy. At the Engels Square's head-
quarters you could see to come and go almost 211 the im-

prortent persons of Lthe Revolution: Kirily, Kéthly, etec.
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(Colonel Maridr, the chairman of the Militawy Defence
Depariment of tha Universities, was a young man of about
30--31 years of aze. Since his 16th year he was active

in the working class movements and had been a convinced
anc. gircere Commun:.st up to the time of his study tour
in the Woviet Union in the summer of 1955)

At the headquarters on Ingels Square besides the police
there werenziiaxz ssilcrs of the river forces and, as I
wertioned already, vorkers and students forming the Wational
guerd. In the cellars there were about 1200 AVH men
kert,most of whom seeked asylum voluntarily at our head-
querters, because of fear from the populay mood. Many

of the workers have demanded that we Bhould.finiah them
off, but the students, as everywhere clse,also at this
plece showed the grestest moderation and humanism. During
our long debates we came always to the conclusion that
the guilty ones should be brought before the court, but
thei the Communist Perty should be left free 4o work
further.

During the night of November 3rd one of our patrols has
captured the comnarder of the Soviet armoured ring around
Budapest. He apparently came to the city on a reconnais-
sarce mission, but when he was questioned he maintained
“thet the only reason why they have been taking positions
arcund Budapest was in order to secure the peaceful eva-
cuztion of the worlers of the Soviet companies. He be-

haved very friendly, he even drank a toast with us to
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the Tuture of Hungery. Then the Parlisment wéa rang up
f¥em us for instructions what we should do with this
Russian., The answer was that he should be delivered im-
mediately to the Scviet Embassy. They informed us also
thet the negotiasicns between the Russian high command
and leléter were rinning smoothly and with the best
prcaspect. Acsually, ell importent questions were settled
already. There remeined only the discussions about the
precilical ways o7 the impending withdrawal of Soviet
forces from Hungary and some unimportant petty matters
like: for instance, the Russians were insisting out of
prestige that the cestroyed Soviet monument should be re-
erected.

The Russian officer was taken to the Soviet Embassy and
we went to sleep peacefully and happily. About 3 a.m.

the sentry TAX woke we up with the news that on the
square there are 2 Russian tanks moving around. I got up,
wer® out, looked al them and then thinking that they were
locking for she officer I just mentioned above I d4id

not bother further.

At 4s.r., I was uwalered by the roaring sound of & tremen-
dovs cenonade and szplosiona.At the headquarters there
waze 2 tremendous confusion, They tried to phone to the
Miristry of Home Defence,to Parliament, but nowhere could
they find cuit anything else but the fact that General
Maleter has gone during the night to the Russians for

the @ negotiations, but since several hours no news of
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hin arrived and now apparently the Russians have launched
& 3zeneral attack.

We had been left ia o state of desperate ignorance and
doubts up tc abcut 6 a.m, Then Colonel Mariédn took a
truck and with the river guard and part of the National
Guard he crossed tae Danube towards the Techniéal Uni-
versity beczuse from the red sky and the direction cof
the canonades it ssemed to us that there was the greatest
figbht. He told us that within an hour he wouid send us
via radio instructions. Since shortly after he left, the
Russians have occudied 211 the bridges I received orders
that with a patrol of 8 men I should go on & reconnais-
gance Sour 1ln order o find out whether there ia any of
the bridges still free for passege. The banks of the
Denube were already ecverywhere occupied by the Russians
and they shot at 18 from their tanks and armoured cars.
When %e tried to r:turn to headquarters on Engnlé Square
we discovered that our way back was dlready cut off, so
that we chose to g) instead into the faculty of iaw of
the BStvos Lérénd formerly Pizuény) Universitj on Unie-
versity Square. Aliready next day the university buildings
had been surroundel by the Russiazns and we had several
casualiies until finally we succeeded in breaking through
& wall eand through that hole to escape first to the
ventral S eminary o:? the Cathslic Priests and from there
through the Veress Palné Strzet 3% to whereever
one could.

The unexplicable shameful fact that November 4th found
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the defence forces in Budapest entirely unprepared and
confuaed.éi%ﬁgg%ed oanly by the treachery of the officers
of the army above the rank of captain., I went to mention
only a few examrles from the meny.,

Th2 university stuient National Guard battelions which
hal about 1200 or 1300 young men equipped with excellent
arng, thus representing ¢ serious force, hiw: been sent
away on leave Saturday November 3rd, so thst only about
159 of them remained at the Techniecal University.

Th2 armoured forces of Budapest have been concentrated
on a court;erd of the barracks behind the Agrarien
Uhlveréity from where ﬁx:;itwas only possible through

a narrow doorway. The first tank trying to get out

frow this trap was set on fire by the Russiane and

thus 211 the others have been captured inside beigg

pus out of action on this simpl o way.

Onlly after the Revolution we have learnt that the great
amnunition depot at Budakeszi was full of bazookas which
vere so badly and jesperately needed against the Soviet
tanks when we had %o fight them with the miserable
lollotov~cocktails. Qur officers have been silent about
this fact. At the s3ame time, they have given to the
arnoured division of Esztergom only splinter-shells
which were of no use whatsoever against the tanks.

Such cases of sabotage with the srms and the ammunition
had been wide-spread all over the country. Bela Kiraly,

the commander of Budepest, came from the prison, or rather




110, 561 ' 37" CNTEDVIEW 1 Yo SE

from the hospital, end did not know the actual situaticn.

A few highfenking cfficars, for example, Colonel Ilariin

H,

have behaved honestly aad even heroi@lly, but the others

heve: been the most depraved treitors who had been made onlv

by the favour of tke rotten system and for that mette:
they heve done already sverything before November 4th
ruin the morale of the armed forces and aften they di:

ogitions
apreered fron their rmpamsikie responsible ﬁumw:

and when November 4th came they simply went over to %!

Russien side. Nothing would characterize better the s !

state of affairs ir the defence of Budapest on Novembe - 4%}

than the fect that inside &7 the headquarters of the
National Guard until 6 a.m. we had no idea what really
happened and the high command was completely confused
and bewildered. X DR RRREEEGOIOEIEOD

7e e K ErCUER IBE TR XIVOEHEX. &

(Continued next page)
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As I eglready mentionec¢ the national guard battalions

have keen organi.zed urder the leadership of colonel le

and police maon Lopeesy. In each student battalion

- was a student commander who was elected by the batt-ii

by acclamation, He was ziven a professional army ofi
adviser. 90% of these latder have disappeared already
the first day.
The battalions were devided intc companies.

cbiefa of staff
On the universities the H#iisii® consisted of the lect

officers of the universities® milita¥y home defence ct

I wes 2 commender of the first company of the ¥echnic

University ard as such, T was the deputy commandsr of

L
thes
on
ce:r

g
LYP

U

1811

o
il

our

bat}illio-n° Since the commander of the bat-Jilcn disappe:

I becane automatically the commander, My military gy

a captaingdisappeared toc in about kaf half a day aft

commander,

On November S5thyat the faculty of law,when we had to

21

there n,ainst the attacking Soviet forces, tne army o7 i

who had been with us orfered = dealynamely, that they

€0 over to the house m opposite of us and would cante:

the rear
atrtack %he Russians from ¥BAEE, They did go over and

disappeared and we had to take up the fi:ht alona.

WLl

-

sher

In my bpinion the greatest calamity during our revoluli

was thet Xhﬁg did not have any qualifiec leaders, K3

on the political field, nor on the military.
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Besides,it was a sad symptom HX¥XX the Revolution seemed
to offer jood opportunity to all kinds of swindlers,
charlatans and careerists to raise their heads.
As a post.script I would like to add that I have observed
Russian military cars on October 28. and Octobor 29., when
théy were making a &&iﬁ&fx and drawing up a military map
at different points of Budapest. I was wondering what was
this for, if they wangdtofiikﬂiiwfrom Hungary. Latew of
course, I understood. I am convinced that even that time
the Russians were already preparing for.a concontrated

attack on Budapest in the near future.




