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Soeaking of his immediate vlans, he says he would like to
return to his family the minute & war or a revolution broke
out, and he would like to fight with arms for his country
and his family. -~ When he is told that »erhans the realiza-
tion of that »lan in not an immediate one, he answers that
he would like to work as a custodian, as he is working now.

He was interviewed only on one occasfion by the Church ‘orld
Service, and that lasted only for a few minutes. But he

says that was an Interview beyond the nersonal regular inter-
views.
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II. MAJOR SALIENCE AND YARM UP CURSTION

These are the things resnondent holds most important for
Americans to know: “(1§ Above all, Americans should know what
the rfete of the Hungarian nation was in the years before the
revolution. If they knew all of that, they could judge for
themselves and understend why and what haovened. They would
see that 1t was obvious that neopnle couldn't bear oppression
any longer. -- (2) It is nonsense to say that Amerlcans cone
tributed to the revolution. The revolution started not as a
revolution, but the Reds made 1t one by their butchering of
demonstrators. «~ (3) The Hungarian veonle ghould have help

to clean Hungary of the secum of the earth who have koot the
workers exvlolted for so many years. They need help because
they can't fight alone against the Red army. == (i) The
Hungarian veonle will never reconcile themselves to the regime
of the Reds. There are very few Hungarian families which have
not been hlt by one or the other forms of terror in the most
concrete sense of the word,"
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I¥I. CHFONOLOGY OF PERSONAL ®XPLRILNCES, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES
AND EXPECTATIONS DURING THE REVOLUTION

Speaking of October 22nd, resoondent says that he worked
at his job and business was as usual.

foeaking of October 23rd, he says that his job havoened to
be close to Brody Sandor St., and he worked as usual and nothing
in particular happened, but at night he saw demonstrators in the
streets, and he didn't know what it was 21l about. So he went
to work to Brody &k Sandor St. where he saw a varticularly dehse
erowd, and he found out from veovle that the crowd wanted to an-
nounce over the radio what their demands were. ~- "There were
large crowds around the building, so that all we could do was
mill and push around with the crowd, and yell that they should
oven the doors and let the demands of the working peovle be an-
nounced. -~ We stood there wilth mmmkkX empty hands and yelled
what we wanted them to do. For a while there was silence in the
bullding, but when they saw more and more veonle coming and
heard the many thousands shout the same demands, the windows
onened, and tear gae grenades were thrown oub.

"It's a terrible thing to be in tear gas. One's jyeyes, nose
and mouth start running, and it is a biting, unnleasant feeling.
But still »eovle rather coughed end wept and spat, but they did
not retreat. On the contrary, they brought tools, nicks and axes
and wanted to break the door. -- Then I saw some military force,
perhavs AVO, came on trucks and shots were fired not only above
the heads of the crowd but also into the crowd, and then there
was a great confuslon among neovle. I was among the first to be
wounded. A xbkmrk shot hit my Jaw and the bullet stayed in it.

At first I put wy hendkerchief on the wound, and thought that' it
wasn't too bad, but later I declded to go to a hosnital.

"I went to the hospital of our district. I was overated on
end the bullet was removed. ~~ At the hosvital I saw several
students badly wounded, and I was told that some of them died on
the way to the hospital. That night I stayed at the hospital,
and all night they brought in the wounded." =~ (Interviewer's Note:
Knowlng how generally Hungarians like to use absolute terms like
"all" I check on this item and ask respondent how many wounded he
actually counted in the hospital, and he says five.)

"All next day (October 2iith) I was supnosed to stay at the
hosplital to receive further care, but I just couldn't sit tight
and I took off at 2 P.M. From then on I went to the hosoital
only for part of the day, and left again and again. First the
doctors and the nurses resented this very much, but later they
got used to 1t. -~ At the hosvpital I saw and heard much. Ve
listened regularly to the radlo and there were different oninions
among oveovle. It was very hard to see clearly because there
were too many changes 1n the radio. But one thing was sare w-
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more and more veople came to the hospltal, and consequently
veople who were not too sick had to & leeve so that the#r beds
could be turned over to the wounded.

"As I went home et about 2 P.M., I didn't find my wife or
my boy at home, so I wanted to go out to see what was going on
in town. == I had mm¥ asn old revolver at home in hiding. I took
that with me. Mother asked me not to go out, becauss she said
I was a sick man because of the wound I hade But I went into the
streets, and I found crowds in a great many olaces. As tanks
came and saw orowds, they fired at them. ~- I found more and more
people coming to the streets with all kinds of weanonsx =- youths,
men, women, and there were trucks going sround k® which were ready
to nick up veople to go to places. I got on such a truck, and we
went to the Szabad Nev building, on the Blaha Lujza Square, at the
Rakoczi Korut.

"A tremsndous crowd stormed the bullding of the Sbadad Nev.
I felt too weak and I didn't take nart in dashing at the building.
Soon AVO end Russian armored cars and tarks ceme. A fight started
with the AVO and the Russians soppeared to be reluctant to fight.
They seemed to drag their feet, because they could have fired at
the crowd and they didn't, only once in a while. I also fired
all the rounds I had with me at the AVO, and after a while I ran
out and I grew so mad that I threw the plstol at them., ==

"Desperately anxious to fight, I got a Manlicher.(Interview~
er's Note: Time honored World War I and also Vorld yar II Hungarian
infantry rifle.) I got it from ¥hx a 13 year old boy who didn't
like the rifle hitting his shoulder. By then, darkness fell. It
was about 7 or 8 P.M., and I became too weak and felt that I hed
fever, so I roturned to the hosnital, and took my rifle with me :
and hi@ it at o friend's house who lived close kh® to the hosnital.
I just couldn't take 1t home because there were two AVO men and
a Communist fireman living in our building, and I was afraid of
them. ByxJXX

"By 9 P.M. I was in the hospital ang my wound was redressed.
I was given hell by the nurses for my "adventure." - I sleot
little that night because I went down and again to see how they
brojght in the wounded in ambulances. I talked to the wounded
and I was eager to learn how the battle was standing.

"iihen I got up next morning (October 25th) I went around to
ges and to talk to the wounded, and I thought that I could do
something gooc for them by offering to shave them. XxhwsxWaewtxs
bmzrkax I shaved several of the wounded, going to different rooms.
I presumed that the barbers wouldn't come to the neosonital, and
I wes right. Thie is why I thought I could heln them this WaY .

"lihen my wound was dressed again I left the hosnital, again
without vermisslion. It was about between 3 and i P.M, that I ]
went to the Lenin Square, taking my rifle with me. After a while
five Russlan tanks came one after another with considerable distance
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between them, and I saw Hungarian flags on all of them. The
Freedom Fighters with whom I stayed didn't believe the Russians.
They thought they were only tricking them and onened fire. They
didnt't return fire, but out out their white handkerchiefs by the
hatchetgs. They stopoed and got out of the tanks, and called the
demonstrators to go to them. A young liseutenant was their com-
mander. Pesople who snoke Russian went there, and the Russians
explained that they didn't want to fight; they even sald that
they liksd the Hungaerlans to go and helv them to liberate Soviet
Russia from ovoression. VWhile these few people werse talking to
the lieutenant, there were voices in the ecrowd, "Kill them!" -=-
But other more sober minded peonle told them to wait and see how
they made out. And indeed veovle who talked to them answered:
"We don't kill them because they ere with us. You shouldn't
hurt theml" -~ Armed Freedom FPighters led the Russians away, I
oresume to some v»oint where orisoners of war were collected.

"Now there were cuite a few civilians who were eager to
get into the tankes, and fortunetely enocugh, there were enough
veople to drive them. Peovle shouted to us that we shonid go
to the Parliament because there was so much trouble. There was
great resistance on the side of the AVO. But there were not
enough neonle to handle the gunms and the machine gune in the
tanks, and so when we got to Andrasay Savare, one person took
over commandj mmimk opening the hatchet of his tank, he asked ®
women and children to get off the tanks, and asked that only
men should stay who were not afrald of bullets. =~ No one
wanted to leave the tank. (At this voint in the interview it
turns out that respondent now sneake only of one tank because
the others went theilr way, and didn't stay together.) Ve
argued for qulte some times. Ve even thought that the man
might be AVO: "Ve don't know esech otheri" we told him. Others
suggested that we go to a Freedom Fighter unit headguarters, to
recelve assignment. We at last agreed on this. -

"T was also asked to leave because I was wounded, and only
glx armed men remalned in the tenk and I don't know vhere they
went, but I nresume that they really went to a headquarters of
the Freedom Flghters. -

"By then i1t was late afternoon. I went around the streets
watching to see vhere shots came from, and I saw they usually
came from attiecs, and from there sghots were fired at the demon=-
strators. But there were other neovle who watched those s»nots
from where they [lred at the demonstrators, and several neople
with weapons banded together to kill those who fired at the
pagpla. I presume they were AVO men or peonle attached to the
AVO,

"Ti1 night I scouted on the streets. iWhen it became dark
I took my rifle to the same hiding place and went back to the
hospitals When I was lying i~ wy bed I observed the same as the
night before. Wounded after wounded came, but now trucks and
cers wers used in nlace of ambulances, because by then several
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ambulances hed been destroyed. K

"Next morning (October 26th) I went again into the rooms
and shaved several of the wounded, and talked to them meanwhile.
They told me about the fierce fight and I was so hap»y and nroud
to hear that our boys fought valiantly, just as I saw our soldlers
fighting out In Soviet Russia.

"In the afterncon, I again left with my rifle, which I again
picked uo at that friend's house where I kept it hidden in the
cellar. I went to the streets and learned in a crowd that some
300 students were held at Andrassy S&kxfR® Ave. 60. I went there
and found a large crowd of olviliaens standing in front of the
bullding, and I also saw many deserters emong them. The crowd
keot swelllng, and I think there were several thousand veonle.
They demanded that the vrisoners be released. -« Seme volicemenk
were standing In front of the building, and we had a hard time
keeping back the crowd from attacking them, because many people
suspected these nolicemen of being AVO members. Those policemen
nleaded with the crowd and said that they were vlain, regular
volice. After a while, we learned that the delegation that went
into the building to negotiate had also been captured. Now the
anger of the erowd grew even more, and they wanted to storm the
bullding. Bubt then flve tanks and somé armored cars of Fyeedom
Flghters came and jolned the crowd, and surrounded the entire
block. These tanks issued an ultimatum to tEkeximdmxsEpxirszxé®
Exkkdimg the headquarters of this Andrassy Ave. 60 bullding,
that they release the prisoners, and the ultimatum set & term of
one hour.

"The hour was not over yet when the doors opened, and indeed
more than 200 young students came out, and with them the delegation,
Half of the delegation who went to negotiate came in front of these
200 prisoners, and half of them in the rear. I saw one noliceman
hand over his pistol, saying that he wanted to g0 home. The
crowd which was around this policeman assigned two versons to
accompany hlm, to protect him from the rest of the crowd,

"As these 200 students mixed with the crowd, meny of them
found thelr loved ones and they told them and us who AEdxkaun were
standing around that they had been kevt without water and food
for two days. Ve were told that most of them had been triocked
into surrendering, with such tricks as letting them into bulldings
end then closing the entrance doors and surrounding the entirve
bullding. This was one trick the AVO used. Another one was to
invite them to eat and to drink because they sald they were
fighting so long, and they certainly hadn't nad anything to eat
or to drlink, and took them to homes and there they surrounded and
cavtured theme.

"At nlght I was at the hosoital again,

"Next morning (October 27th) I apain went avound shaviag
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the wounded, and listening to thelr stories. This day I felt so
lousy that I stayed at the hosoital all day. It was on that day
that it happened that AVO people came, orstending that they were
Freedom Fighters, of course dressed in cilvilian clothes. They
listened to our veople and took notes seceretly, apwarently so
thet they could revenge themeelves on the Freedom I'ighters. lie
learned only later when they left that they were AVO.

"} know of one terrible consequence of this AVO visit. Ik
dexstnsudxmatyxixkar This whole story unfolded 1an two or three
days. 1 learned this story from nurses who took me %o the
bullding where the corovses were lying, and they showed me four
corpses and told this: -- Three men and one girl were Freedom
Pighters, and fought together. One of the men was the flances
of the girl. It havnened right at the beginning o the fight
that two brothers of the girl died heroes, and her flancee and
she still continued to fight, and her flancee was a k& liason
between various grouns of the Freedom Fighters, and the girl
worked &as a voluntary nurse. Vhen her fiancee was wounded, the
ambulance in which he lay was firved at by AVQ, and the man died.
Within just 8 few days the girl herself was assassipated."

(Interviewer's Note: This story may well be Ram flction,"or
at least pert of it may be fletion.., I am still quoting it because
I think 1t is quite interesting to see such & sto#y, which is not
unusual among Hungarians, every detaill of 1% still reflecting whe
age 0ld classical ballad type storles. -- Of course, under circum-
stances prevalling in those days, the story nlght be true. But
of cours?, it might be just & series of coincidences, even if it
is trus.

"The next two days (October 28th and 29th) I didn't scoub
much around in town, but stayed most of the time in the hosolital.
By then we had so many wounded thet the corridors were filled
with beds. I helped a great deal to set up new beds and to
clean the corridors. There were some emoty rooms in the hospital
which were being redecorated, and we filled those also with beds.
We received our news through the wounded who were well enough %o
talk about things. We learned from them that demonstrations were
st1ll golng on, and that armed fighting was no longer so flerce,
that the batkle raged mostly around the Corvin Block, and the
Killien Barracks, and the Szabad Nep building. -~ Ve were also
told by the wounded that there were some Xamgmrx veonle who
looted and that.they were executed by the Freedom Fighters. The
Freedom Fighters set up guards to wateh law and order.

"The next few days I svent in the hospital becanse I wae
too weak to go around.

"It was only on the evening of Noyember 3rd that I left
the hospital, agaln without permission, and went to see my family.
I svent that night from November 3r»d to Lth at home, and we
talked over things with my wife.

"st dawmxmm the dawn of Sunday (November Lth) my wife and

\n
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I awoke and my wife sald that she thought it was thundering. I
went to the window, looked out, and saw = heavy artillery fire.
I put on the radio and I heard a cry for help which was reveated
in various languages. Now I realized that disaster was at our
doors.

"I wanted to get my rifle which I had with that friend who
lived in the neighborhood of Brody Sandor St. My wife and my
mother kept me back, vleading with wme that I should not exvose
myself to danger, and arguing with me that I was still a wounded
and sick man. I stayed at home until daylight. A friend lived
in the same bullding mem where we lived, and we listenddx to the
radio with him, and suggested that I stay and wait. But I
wasn't able to sit back, and I nersuaded him to come and look
around in the clty.

"We actually went out and saw chaos, and realized what tragic
consequences our trusting the Russians had. Ve were shocked into
realizing how we were cheated and we thought that the real fight
was just beginning.

"fie saw Russian tanks surrounding the bulilding of the Parlia-
ment, and we saw them orotecting the AVO headquarters near the
Margret Bridge. My friend and I saw that we couldn't do anything
anymore. e had to give uv fighting. Fighting would have been
gsulcidal, we thought, and we went home. At home we listened to
Radio Free Eurone and we heard on one of the broadcasts: "Just
peraevere for three or four more dayas. It is the Suez talks
that prewyent the United Nations from giving help to you, but
help will eventually be forthcoming." Ve believed this and
hoped, and imagined what a fierce fight it would be when the
UN troons arrived. -- Rexkskdesedxihinxsmx

"Next day I realized that I was rumning short of money, so
I decided to go to my bosses and to ask for my wages. (This was
November 5th. Yy bey wanted to come with me, so I took alm with
me. At some points of the town we saw that there was still great
resistance. At several points we had tc dash over the streets to
keeo out of fire. But 1t wasn't easy to move around in the streets.
e left at 11 A.M., and were able to get home only at 5 P.M. -- ON
our way we observed how the Russian tanks were working. If one
received attack, it stood still, and orobably it radioced others,
and soon a number of other tanks came. They surrounded that cer-
tain bullding and shelled 1t indiscriminately. The fight I am
sveaking of took vlace at the corner of Kiraly St. and the Lenin
(Lenin Cirecls, Way, or Boulevard),” == Probed as to whether he
really recelived his wapes, resvondent answers affirmatively.

"In the next two days (November 6th and 7th) tanks took up
vositione at points of Intersectlons and tried to control the
city. But as we went arowmnd hunting for food, we heard that
fighting was still going on at various »oints in the clty. It
was becoming hard to get food, and there were long, long queues
outside of hbakery shops and grocery stores. I walked around in
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II. MAJOR SALIENCE AND YARM UP CURSTION

These are the things resnondent holds most important for
Americans to know: “(1§ Above all, Americans should know what
the rfete of the Hungarian nation was in the years before the
revolution. If they knew all of that, they could judge for
themselves and understend why and what haovened. They would
see that 1t was obvious that neopnle couldn't bear oppression
any longer. -- (2) It is nonsense to say that Amerlcans cone
tributed to the revolution. The revolution started not as a
revolution, but the Reds made 1t one by their butchering of
demonstrators. «~ (3) The Hungarian veonle ghould have help

to clean Hungary of the secum of the earth who have koot the
workers exvlolted for so many years. They need help because
they can't fight alone against the Red army. == (i) The
Hungarian veonle will never reconcile themselves to the regime
of the Reds. There are very few Hungarian families which have
not been hlt by one or the other forms of terror in the most
concrete sense of the word,"
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"I had no idea what would follow. When I Jjoined the demonstrators

. 02 the afternocon of Tuesday (Interviewer's Note: October 2ith) I
had no idea yet that all of this would end in a bloody fight. I
could surmise something like that all the less since there were |
policemen standing in cars and watohing over the crowd. -- Students
came and reminded us to keep calm during the demonstrations, not |
to lose our heads and not to shout annoyinﬁ things at the nolice=-
men and the AVO, 1like "You dirty Communist” or "You dirty Jew".
They pleaded with us to keep our heads and to sveak of the actual
voints of demands and grievences, not to hurl nersonal insults
at peonle. The students suggested that we rather call such things
as "Russlans go home" -- "Down with the Rakosi gover menti" --
"ie need no dictatorshint®™ -« "ie want rights promised the workers"--
"Lands should belong to people” -- "No sweatshdos!l" -- "Peasants

» should not have thelir land taken swayl" -- "The ones who deserve

1t should be punishedl" --

. He jJolned with a coworker. When he stepped out of the en-
trance of his plant, he had no 1dea yet, but then he heard that
there was & demonstration going on, and he thought he would 1like
to see that and to do something if possitle.

Asked whether he wae afraid, here 1s his answer: "The hell
I was afraidil"

Asked whether he thought of nersonal consequences, he says:
"I had no idea. The demands were in the interest of all of us.
But veople became irate when shooting started. I cared about no
consequences exceot the consequences that the demends should be
fulfilled.”

He felt slated because he could say what he wanted and he
says that all peoole were the same, and even beonls looking out
of windows apnlauded.

Asked what he wanted the government to do then, he says:
~ "I hoped and trusted that a turn would follow and the Russians
would understand how hated they were and would withdraw. I exe
vected the government to see the peonlets point, and to carry
’ out their demands."

Still sneaking of the same subJect, and thinking now more
of himself perasonally, he goes on: I meant not to live in con-
stant fear and I didn't want to railse my children in fear of
authorities. [ wanted to raise them the way I wilshed. For ine
stance, I wanted them to learn religion. And I wanted unskilled
workgrs to ¥ earn much more, particularly the onees who had c¢hilde
ren.

He actually thought that the outcome would x be that the
demands of the neovle would be met.

. Sneaking of the demonstrators, he says: M"Most demonstrators
were from all walks of life. At first, most of them were students.
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"Byt on the second and third day workers were nreponderant. Per-
haps half of them were men and hslf vwomen. But verhaps thers were
more women on occasion.”

Asked about thelr ages, he sald those ranged from 6 to 80.
Ppessed as to how 0ld most of them were, he says from 13 to 30.

Sveaking of the organization and leadership of demonstra-
tions, he says that everything develoved just by chance. -~ "Small
grouns organized themselves, and they swelled to hundreds and of-
fen to thousands. These demonstrations didn't faintly resemble
April hth, May lst and similfer Communist demonstrations, when
nazes denended uvon varticination.”

B. The Pighting

Spaaking of his feelings durlng filghting, resnondent says:
"In the first few days, it was my strong feeling that they would
learn the lesson and would be ashamed and would leave. (Inter=
viewer's Note: EmxmaxamxxkmazxRumximmxxX "They" means the Russians.)
I knew vary clearly that the Communists were there only as long
as the Russien soldiers were backing them up." -~ Asked aboutb
fear of consequencss, resoondent says: "I hadx no time to think
of feara. I had only one desire: To kill as many as onessible,
and to flght it out with as few as possible. -~ Only hindsight
suggests that such considerations be welghed."

Asked ebout the overall outcome in his mind at that time,
he says: "When the fight unfolded, I exnected that a nsw govern-
ment would make good for everything so far commltted bw the
Communists, and would bring about a harmonious reglme.

Asted gbout the povernment's calling for Russlan troovs, he
says: "First, when we had only occupation troonsx to opnose the
revolution, we could have licred them even though they were an
overwhelming force. Those Russlans would have surrendsred to us
or even sided with us, seeing the enthusiastlc and dedicated re=-
sistance." ~- In conclusior, he vemarks: "By the way, they
didn't have to be called in, because they were in the country."

The demonstrations turned into fighting, he thinks, "when
the first dead were seen in the streets.”

"The fight could have been avolded 1f they had not shot ab
the denonstrators, and particularly if the demands had been met,"
he adds to his remarks.

Asked about revolutionary slogans, he reiers to his state-
ment mede above {(sub-chepter 4 of this Chapter).

who
. Asked who fought, he says: "All such single peonle,.\had
falth in man's freedom and who could get arms kmxihmk into their
hends. Most of these fighters were students who were children of
workers."
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This 1s his definition of the ones who didn't fight: "Those
were veovnle who had a good living without much work."

Asked how they got arms, he says: "They received the first
arms from forces of law and order who were ordered to put down
the "rloting." I saw with my own naked eyes such cases. =~ Oth ep
Weapons were cavtured from barracksxxxTakmxfamximzk and from
plants. Take for instance the Lamo Factory. -~ Others siezed
weapons from the AVO."

Asked how the Freedom Fighters were organized, he says:
"I personally didn't belong to any unit, and I bet there were
many of us "free lancers." But I know that there were other
grouvs which were organized. I just don't know how."

Ce The Relnvasion

Resvondent already gave us detalls on how he snent the days
between the time of the Soviet withdrawal and the time of the
reinvasion.

Yhen the Red army had begun its retreat, he thought: "they
withdrew because they even started evacuating Russian districts,
end the Hungarilan veonle said that they would not lay down arms
until the Russlans withdrew,"

He first heard that Russilan withdrawal hed been halted on
the 1st or the 2nd of November, but he heard it this way -- that
new troove had come to Hungary to securse free withdrawal of the
others.

D« Conclusion

Respondent doesn't think that on the whole Hungary has gained:
"Only misery, sorrow and want came out of the revolution. -« Thirty-
five thousand Hungariens are now haony in the Tnited States, but
eight million are subject to most ruthless mmamxz&mx 0DDIression, ==
My personal hapoiness isn't enough, and if you ask me what results
it had mentally, I would say bitterness, longing for revenge, and
craving for freedom even more than before."
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IV. EXPLCTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING THEL REVOLUTION

A "I versonally exvected nothing from the VWest. I thought
‘makert it would helo materiaelly, but thought that nothing would
actually get to the ones who badly needed and deserved it."
(Interviewer's Notes Respondent apnarently misunderstood my
question, and referred to charity.)-- Probed whether he exnected
militery muxkim assistance, arms, UN senctions, he says: "UN
sancticns by all means, but I also expected arms day after day.
Many of us did. Ve would have liked to get bazookas, and we
would have liked former Hun%arian refugees would come. It was
also rumored that Amerlecan-Hungarians were on the way. I cer-
tainly honed that many would come, because those refugees have
much to xEmaxx revay to Communism."

He formed his expsctations on the basis of both rumors and
on the basils of his own logic, because it seomed to him quite
natural that the target of the greatest hatred and oropaganda
attackes of Soviet Rugsia, namely, the United Statesg, would not
let down a partner in 1ts fight egainst Soviet domination.

He never came ii1to contact wlith foreigners between October 23
and the time of his escave.
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V. SOCIAL CLAS® STRUCTURL AND ATTITUDES

A. Family Background

Resnondent's father was a farm hand on a l:rge estate. In
later years he was the carriage driver of one of the overseers
on that large estats.

Neither one of his parents nor his wife or in-laws had any
nronerty.

Both of his parents had only six grades of elemeuntary school.
B. Social Classes

This 1s respondent's assessment of the soclal class structure
in Hungary: "An entirely new aristocracy has develoved, and it con-
sists of former bums and peddlers and so on. The Communiste call
these neovle "worker category" but a few of them were real workers.
Most of them were those who hated to work. They were real goldbricks
I mean. -- Yost veonle were workers, and many of these workers had
been Clvll Servants and other veonle of higher intellectual stand-
ing under the former regime. -- And there were a great many nease
antsa. ~- There were no industrialists or merchants. In their
placea you could ‘ind newly tralned, trusted nersons of the Party,
regardless of their competence. -~ Peonle who had held higher po=-
sitions before Communism were retained only as long as there was
no reolacement for them."

Asked about contacts with social groups, he says: "Peonle
who were leaders in the former regime, I mean intellectuals and
professionals, became "declassed" and even kind of "outlawed" and
they had to become unskilled workers. But they assimilated well
to the workers. I worked together with a former ambassador to
Turkey. For a while they vut him in internment camvs; later they
out him in our plant to work. -- All of my relatives are peasants,
and I visited them whenever I was on leave, and most of the time
in the firet two years after the war, I worked at home as a
veasant myselfs The veasants were most onoressed. Since "democ-
racy"was Introduced, they lost the incentive to work. Their
abllities and their energles were overtaxed, and so they saw to
it thet they »roduced only a minimum. They hated Communism.

They certainly hated it, eveu though in the beginning quite a

few of them hoved that it would bring good changes. -- The Hungar-
lan worker is second to none. But they were dissatisfied, because
Communism only promised them everything, and didn't yive them any-
thing. ©So they also were anxious to producé only a minimum. ==
The upner layer of todayx's society is damaging the interests of
the ocountry in a terrible way."

Agkecd to what class he feels he belongs, he answers and smiles:
"I am a proletarian. I belong to the lowest of all soclal strata."
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Asked which class was hardest hit, hﬂsays: "First of all,
the intellectuals who had besn in better yositions under the
former regime. Secondly, the ones who weren't ready to sur-
rendsr, and i1t made little difference what those nweoplie were
doing. Rexhmmx Perhaps noor psonle who were used Lo nisery and
abuse weren't hit so hard as people who hudxkxam were used to
better living conditions.”

Asked about the attltudes of classes to each other, he
says: "The general misery and voverty increased alsunderstand~
ings. Many oeasants thought thet industrial workers were re-
soonsible for their troubles, because they sunvorted Communism.
Many veasants actually believed that most workers were Reds, and
they also belleved that workers didn't make good imnlements and
didn't work cheanly enough. -~ Many workers were misled by Red
nrooagandists, end thought that the neasants wikkhix wlthheld
thelr oroducts because they wanted to hike nrices. Red ovrona-
%andists nated peasasnts because they didn't listen to their lies.
The Reds actually kindled hatred of one class against the other. --
Aristocracy (Interviewer's Note: Asked whether he meant aristo-
cracy in the sense of the word as he defined it before, namely,
Communlst aristocracy, respondent = laughed loudly and seid that
of course that is what he meantx) was hated by all groups of the
pooulation. And the aristocrscy hated =ll the neonle. They did
things at their own volition and casrice.”

Asked about changes in these attitudes, respondent says:
"p1l layers of soclety excent the Communlst aristooracy, of course,
found out during the revoluation that they belonged close together.
(Actually it was too late to find out, but it was a great thing.)
Peasants donated food to the revolutionists, and they were un-
thinkably generous."

C. Soclal Advancement

Talking of the chances for an individual to get ahead in
Communist Hungery, he says: "Party members and other veonls who
oretended to be adherents of the Party had 1t very good. They
could easily bscome big shots. -- Talent vlayed a role in the
case of those who had formerly held nositions in Civil Service
jobs or in the management of industrial vlants, only as long as
there was no Eaztmzsmemkxaf trained renlacement of those neonle.
From thenx on, only Party affiliations counted, -- Among workers
the good ones were aporeclaeted if they dldn't "see things, hear
things and say things." That is to say, if they keot thelr
mouths shut.

Asked about socisl mobility from 'LS to the present, he
says: 'There wasn't much imorovement. There was much exnecta-
tion and much was in the making, nerticularly in agriculturse, but
since Imre Nagy was removed the improvements made under his re-
gime nroved %o be of only a temnorary nature.”
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. D. Iavored Grouos

"Members of the Party enjoyed orivileges even so far as
Jobs were concerned."

"There were no other groups which could be singled out for
favored positions."



gh*l‘"‘ v/18

VI. TFAYILY LIFE UNDER COVMMUNISM

Ay Communist Effects

Soeaking of his own family, resvondent says that when he
mayried he intended to have a family in which he could enjoy
mutual Arust and helvfulness so that they all could be hanoy.

He wanted to be faithful to his wife and good to his children,
end raise them to be good, law-abilding citizens who would be
better than their varents in education, attlitude and everything
else. He says that in the last ten years, so far as their own
family is concerned, sverything was okay, but he had difflculties
with the school, because instead of helning toward the same goal
they caused difficulties mainly by the fact that they didn't want
the child to receive religious Instructions. He brings up thet
one of the teachers talked to his wife, telling her that 1t would
not be wise to let thelr boy receive religlous lnstructions.
Their family life comes closest to the second tyoc of the three
famllies that are described; nemely, the family that grew closer
together.

He doesn't dare to give an estimate as to which of the three
tyoes comes closest to describing the average Hungarisn famlly.

Speaking of how children were brought uo during the last
ten years, he explains: "Most narents couldn't afford to devote
much attentlion to their children, and you know that this was a
great break with the paast, When the greatest concern of a family
was 1ts children. The children now were literally ralsed on and
by the streets. -~ I saw many a woman go to work at 5 and 6 A.V.,
and I saw them take one c¢hild in their arms, two flanking them
on either side, holding her skirt. Those chilidren were put Iin
plant nurseries and so-called children's homes. But of courge,
thoge things were not anything amskamiXy resembling an actual
fomily home« «- Children did not aooreclate the situation. They
were more loose, and if they did something wrong they got a
reprimand from the oolice. If that havrened, of course the folks
were upset, and a great nervous tension develooved in the family."

XRespondent heard much about families which were wmuch more
affected than others.

Asked what hapoened in his famlily, he says: "My orinciple
was, thes younger the child, the stricter I should be to him, so
thet later no reonrimands be necessary, let alone beatlings. I was
even striot with my wife, and somsitimes it hannened that I grew
8o mad when I saw that my =i wife d4id not handle the situation
with the child all right, when I saw that she let the child get
away with murder, I sometimes grew &0 mad that I snanked the boy
a lot more than I would have spvanked him otherwise for his mise
chief. And I tell you, I let my wife have it too. I couldn't
help it, I didn't mean to, but I tell you frankly I hit her a
few times.”
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Asked whether some families were able to hold on to the old
ways, resvondent says a definite yes, snd he goes on exnlaining:
"Ine ones who had been noor before and Who cherished indevnendence
and were stable in their convietions could hold out against any
Communist attempt."

Be Sex Patterns

Soeaking of changes in marriage and the viay young neonle
court each other, resvondent says: "Youth had more freedom than
before. For instance, the Commu ists said that more culbure would
develop 1f they had wmore "cultural activities" and be sure they
had a lot of them. These consisted mostly of dances. There were
also many emateur theatre grouns in nlante under Communist sponsor-
shlvo, and there was a lot of klssing behind the seenes, and many
a boy or girl didn't stop at kissing, but had occasional extraw
marital relations with each other. Of course, this was quite a
break with the vast, when 1t was a scandal if once in a while a
boy or a girl had sexual relations. -- In many oasesﬁ varents
didn't let the girls go to such "cultural asctlvities" whieh were
meinly practiced in the M.N.D.S.Z. (Interviewer's Note; M«N.D.S.Z.
1s the abbreviation for the "Democratic Orge: ization of Hungarian
Women," a Communist organization for womeng) and the
Freedom Fighters. (This was a para-military Communist organizae-
tion destined to #rain guerillas.) But if parents objected, “arty
functionaries and other groun leaders made qulite olten an issue
out of it. Hence, varents were oractically helpless; at lesast
most of them. And if you thirk, in addition, of the fact that
there were no religious inatructionaﬁ it 1s easy to see that the
changes In youth were not favorable.

Speaking of marriage, §he says: "The engagement time was,
generally speaking, shortened. There were too many too quick
marrlages which ended in divorce. There were more divorces in
Hungary than the country had ever ssen before. In fect, the
dlvorce rate incressed threefold after 1945. Most engagements
lagsted two, three, or four months, whereas in the vpast they
lasted usually a year, and guite often ar engagement came about
only after one year of acquaintance in the vast. Now everything
changed, but not for the better, be sure. -- There was a very
dangerous slogan: "It 1s a duty of a married woman to bear a
child, and 1t is a glory for a girl." This glogan could be read
on nosters in streetcars, in OTI offices (Interviewer's Note: OTTI
1s the name of the Stats Health Insurance organizaetion, which now
functione as the main channel of soclalized medlcine.) You could

see such posters in hosoitale, particularly in the maternity ward. =-

If a girl was knocked up and the narents beat her, because they

raaantgd her maxek Xifmy immoral 1life, the varents were heavlily
fined. :

S»eaking of changes in sexual moralilty, resvondent says:
"Nowadays I think 60 vercent of the glrls are no longsr virgins," --
Asked how many of those girls who lost thelir virginity before
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marriage actually married those veonle with whom they had sexual
relations, respondent answerz: "Some 25 to 30 percent of »nre-
marital relations ended in the marrlage of those neonle,"

Asked about the role of varents in courtshin, engagement and
s0 on, he says: "Parents could not interfer in more cases than
perhaps twenty out of one hundred, although it would have been
qilte necessary in so many cases.”

Asked about nrostitution under Communism, respondent says
that orostitution was abolished some time in '}5. =~ "The whores
were placed in various fields of occuvation w-- according to how
good Party members they became."

Comparing the sexual morality of convinced Communists with
that of the average Hungarian, he comes up with this answer:
RIxanmkxxknxaiﬁxttmzxxxxgxnxﬁa&x&nmmnm&ukxxxwhmxxxmaixkﬁx&xkank
"I snoke to an o0ld time, nersuvaded Communist who complained about
things ~- but usually I didn't k¥mow vwhether one was & convinced
Communist or not. -- There were teachings in Leninism-Marxism
which encouraged Communists to lead a moral life and to set a
good example to the rest of the vovulation. Of course, it is
highly questlionable whether or not they carried out this advice,
and if they dild, to what extent."

C. Friendshin with Communists

Speaking of this tooic, resvondent says: "I had a brother-
in~law who had been an Arrovw Cross member.(Interviewer's Note:
The Hungarian »ro-Nazi Party was usuelly called the Arrow-Cross
Barty because their oarty emblem was a cross that had arrvov-shaped
volnts.) This brother-in-law of mine =m¥s®m Lecams also a Party
offlcial -- (VWhen I got married in 1941 I had no home, and my
brother-in<law suggested that I become a member of the narty to
recelve & Jewish home that had besen evacuated. But I told him
that I never wanted to have somebody else's oroverty, and I
mank# rather acceoted a job as a humble janitor.) My brother«in-
law became an Arrow Cross Party soldier. He was a nrisoner of
war In Rissla for five years, and when he came home he became a
memter of the Communist Party. In one or two years, he was "okay".
He became assistant Town Council chairman in a large village.
Later they found out that he had been a Nazi. This havosned only
because peonle discussed it witk him and dug up his »ast, because
he was so haughty and looked down uvon the voor peonle that much.,-e
I &lways felt sorry for him end reoroached him before for being
nro-Nazi, and now I renroached him again and again for being a
Cémuunist Party mewber."

Agked what in such a case would hapven to the friendshio,
he answers: "Here 1s another case among relatives wk whichis
q 'ite similar to the one Just guoted. That relative of mine be=
came a Commuaist for 2 larger niece of bread and bubtter, and for
& hunting license. =- Later he became a RX olant Party Secretary,
but wvas kicked ocut of BHAEF BITHLXIAESEF because they found out
his position,
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that he had sided with the workers when things came uo for a
decision."

Asked what would havwen to such 2 friendshin, resoondent

says: "It denmended on how well intentioned that fellow was who
became a Party member and a Party fuhctionary. If he was a
good fellow and rather helved the others, friendshin was not
affected. If, however, he was a selfish person who became a
traitor to the cause of the others, neople cried "turncoatl" -
I oculte often scolded a coworker who had six children and bee
came a Party member so as to have enough for his children:
"You rotten Communisti" -~ or, "You whore Communisti" -- Just
in the form of kidding. When we were in a better mood I told
him-often "Little Commie, come onl"-.There was no trouble with
such neonls 1f they were well meaning. They m certainly were
and reminded me agaln and again to keev my big mouth shut."

D. Juveanlle Delinguency

"Thers were more cases of theft and burglary, and even mene
slaughter than ever before. Many of the young veovle stayed out
too late and viglted bars. They stole guite a bit from the plants
where they were vorking. ~- Some of them did guite tricky business.
For instance, one group of such young veonle were dressed like

emoloyees of the mkmrkyxxmmdxihaxxzxidxtaxthaxmwiiesuz shop, and
they said to the noliceman "We're moving" and in order to win the
voliceman comoletely x over, they gave him several things with
the remark "Get tls. It's not In the inventory." And so they
comoletely burglarized & shop. The volice never found them."

He never heard the word hooligan.

Sneaking of the Jamoecs, he says: "Those were called
youngsters who tried to imitate American dress, American dances,
American hairdo (or, at least, as they thought Anerican dress, :
dances and hairdo were), and they called girls the sume if they
had horsetalls and danced with such boys. =~ Jampecs sometimes
were selzed by the police in dances, were taken to volice heade
quarters and were beaten up. Many peovle thought that t!1ls was
what they deserved, narticularly Communists said so.”

Going into more details, recevordent says that most of them
are between the age of 16 and 22, and they .re workers' children.
And he says that there are many Jeus among them. -- He says that
the number of Jamnecs has been diminishing in the last few years,
and even before there were never too many. Certalnly, less than
one nercent of youthe. -- In the last two years, the Communiste
didn't care as much as they did before, he says, and 1t had no
serious coneecuences if one was considered a Jamoec.
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VII. RLLIGION

A. JTH8 Role of Relizion

"When church-going became forbildden, more veonle liked to
go. There were even people who uere Communist Party members who
went to church. There were many among them who hated to ovay
& church taxes, but still went to the services. I found most
churches crowded."

fle thinks that the relipion hardest hit was the Catholic ==
"oerhaps because 1t was the strongest and largest church.”

Asked whebher religlon was a bulwark against Communism, he ‘
says: "I iind it hard to answer. I never vpald much attention to ‘
these questions. I know well that Communists hated religion, and
varticularly Catholicism. In vart, also, because churches had |
owned a lot of land before."

Be Paersonal Religilous Life

Asked whether religion was an important factor in his 1life,
he says: "I think religion is very good, because it teaches
neople good moral conduct, decency, nonesty and resvect fomr things
to be respected.”

Comvaring the role of religion in his 1life, end% in that
of hls folks, he says: "My father died when I was 6 years olgd,
and I didn't pay attention because, as a farmhand, I had vractically
no chance to go to church. == I always believed in an invisibls
gnirit who is God, and when I wanted to do wrong, I thought of
him, and my conscience didn't nermit me to deviate much from the
Ten Commendments. Once in a while, I stole a little, I lied a
little. But who is nerfect?! . . ., My mother reed from the Bible
and prayed aloud every night. While I was still back home in
the family w and was not on my own as & farmhand, I had to go to
church every Sunday. "y mother certainly taught me all the good
things. She never said that I should go to the bar, but sometimes
I lost my way and ended up over there."'-- R respondent says with
an imnlsh smile.

Asked whether he 1s more or less religious then the aver-
age nerson, he answers: "No one knows what's in veonle inside.
Wany veoole pretend; others don't reveal their innermost convictions."

(Interviewer's Note: As a matter of courss, I am fully
awere of the fact that these last two, and -uite a fow other cues=
tlons, don't give a yes or no streightforward arswer. But if this
Interview 1ls rather for st dying the nersonality of resvondent than
to study objective facts, I think these cuestions should be very
reveallng and characteristic of this man's versonality.)

Asked about his actual, concrete acvects of his religlous
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life, he volunteers: "I was rever in church while I lived under
Communism, but I orayed, and I naid church taxes all right, so

as to contribute to my boy's religious education. I thought we
owed those few forints. After all, we put those forints some-
times to much worse vlaces, =- Many neonle complained about their
having been badly hit by church taxes during the former reglme. w=
My boy even went to the Catholic Church gquite often. Well, I
thought they adore the same God in any church, and it's better if
he goes there than to just the street. (Interviewer's Note: "The
street" is a very lmp.rtant standard term for Hungarians, meaning
something quite bad if used in a context dealing with children.
Practically sosaking, 1t means children who grow up without narent-
al care.) Here in Amerilea I wemt to church a few tlmes because

I was invited." :

C. The Role of Churches

Sveaking of the relation between church and state, resnondent
says: "This is a somewhat political question. (Interviewer's Note:
The word "nolitical" means in such a context as much as "foxy".)

I think churches are needed actually, but I have my individual
convictions and oviniona. But children shouldn't grow up like
farm animals who are out in the nasture and are chased back by
the herdsmen only when they go into forbididen areas." -. (Inter-
viewer's Note: If resvwondent found this auestion "nolitical," in
the sense of the word as I described Just above, I am afraid I
wlll have to let him get away with an equally "nolitical™ answer.)

Asked about the role of churches in education, he says:
"They teaéh love for narents and fellow man, and ministers ere the
best to versuade children. OF course, it is best if parente ale
80 back them up.”

Asked about churches setting up morgl codes and standards,
resoondent says: “For minors, it is right to see only xmimgmxx
THE¥ pood tnings. They see enough bad things in life. Man i s
inclined to do wrong anyways. Why should he be shown bad examoles?
sfter all, if you put a rotten annle into a beg, all avnles will
g0 rotten. -« But speaking of grownups, it is up to the individual
attitude. They know good from wrong, so 1f they want to go either
way, that's their business."

Considering whether churches should take an agtive volitic-
al role, he says: "Politicians should do nolitics, and prissts
and minlisters should be active in holding services and teaching
the laws of sane moral life. A church!s nurity can be nrescrved
only 1f it 1s not mixed with voliticking. Polities are full of
shrewd tricks, and the minute churches get into that business,
they get fouled up, I am sure."

D. The Jewish Minority

Asked whether the Jewish religion has also been hurt by
Communlsm, he says: "I really don't know, I couldn't decide.
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But anpearances whre that when Christianlty was nersecuted, the
Jews held thelr Sabbaths in their synagogues, and thelr succoths
in their back yards undisturbed. -~ It is also trus that there
were & few Rabbis jailed."

Soeaking of the attitude of Jews toward Communism, he says:
"There were a great wmany Jews among those who vlayed outstanding
roles in Communism. Of course, there were not only Jews among the
leaders, but they were the orgarizers., Christlans were usually in
secondary roles. Down from Vinisterial oositions they held too
many intellectual and leading Hositlions -- for instance, in the
AVO, and the many Jewish leaders took care of thelr klnj even
after thelr nrivate busineeses were conflscated they were given
well vaying jobs, and they were vlaced in high oositions in
inatitutions of higher learning. There were ExaE exceptions who
were not Party mewmbers. They were given smaller positions only.
iy wife went to some Jewish families to work as domestic helo.
Those were familles who complained about thelr bad financial
situation, and my wife saw that they were very well-to=do. == I
heard of' many cases that Christlan »roorietors were tricked into
loging everything when their shons were confilscated, btut I heard
of none in the case of Jews."

Asked whether thelr attitude underwent changes, he says:
"Insecurity afiected the Jews too. Their fixed salaries were not
as good X as thelr former income, and what they x had acquired in
possesgsions was dimlnishing In the last few yesars, and in vart
thelr attitudes towards Communism changed, and many grew discontent,--
When they were freed in 1945 from the Ghetto, thay took in meny
zx¥em cases a Russlan soldier with them, and went to a Christian
home end sald that thelr vosseasions had been stolen, vointing
nieces of furniture and so on, and took those with them. IT
that Christian protested, he was arrested and iInterned, or who
knows whet hapnened to him. -~ Jews came ev:n to my home to see
whether I had something of theirs. -« I overhead Jews snecaking:
"We have now the reins in our hands. Ve musn't let them out of
our hands." -- Since in IRExkimmyxwmmzm 194L and 1945 they were
the martyrs, during Rusgian occupation and Communism they »ushed
theilr way back to good vlaces.”

Asked whether many Jews were Communists, he says:
"Ninety percent were Party mewbers. They were aware that other-
wise they couldntt get ahead. This is how they got into high
nosltions. They were greatly instrumental in organizing the
entire Communist Party."

Asked about the mkkkx attltudes and actlions of Jews
during the revolution, he says: "I saw none of them in the
atreets. You could find them in basements and in other bullet-
oroof places.”

Asked whether they were involved in demonstrations and
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fighting, he says: "I didn't see one. At least, I didn't recog=
nize one, 4lthough I live in an area where meny Jews were resgid-
ing."-- Probed as to whether he heard from other veonle of Jewish
particivation, he answers: "I heard only in Axerica of such."

Vnen he is told that some veovle have said that the Jews
do not want ar independent Hungary, W& his reaction is: "I don't
know." -~ Wihen he 1s told that some veonle say that they were
afrald of pogroms, he asks what this word means. When it 1is exe
plained, he saysyxsmmmmhmt angrily: "They were afraid, verhans,
that thelr sins were too great. They saw that Communism would
have been thrown over, and they would have been kicked out of
leading oositions. ~- No one of them would have been hurt be
cause he was a Jew, True, their powerful influence would have
been over for good, but just laws would have teken care that
neither they nor Christianas would be harmed without the due
nrocess of law,"
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VIII. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH
A. Definition

Respondent defines youth as being between 16 and 26.
B. The Part of Youth

These are resvondent's views of thelr nart, and he volun-
teers the reasons at the same time: "Youth had the greatest role
in every resvect, because thsy also saw that even in higher
schools there were discriminations made as to class origin, and
many could never get into colleges, and others were kicked outs
Agaln, others reccived no good Jjobs after the comoletion of their
studiea. Even youth had to suffer a lot of humiliations. =-- They
also Raw how bitterly their narents had to fight for their daily
breed.

Asked why it was the youth who took the lead, resvo:rdent
says: "They were full of ambitions. 014 oeovle realized that
it was imwossible for the revolution to succeed. But youth acted
on the spur of the moment. Nothing was »remeditated and vplanned.”

Asked what older veople thought of the youth dmwring the
revolution, he says: "They thought that the many young veovnle
bled white and wculdn't win anyway. The ones who knew Russian
methods were resigned to the imvossibility of the revolution, but
thelr advice given to youth neEze was in vain. It was just like
a flood. DNothing could hold 1t up until 1t was exheausted and
had to wlthdraw to its =ma river bed. Many varents warned their
children and relatives;, but in vain."

C. GSducational Systeum

Resvondent could have only a notion of the elementary
school, and he says khimxmhzmukxikxxx® about it that on the whole
they taught children kEmm to read and to write, and to know basie
things and arithmetic pretty well. In fact, he says some of those
teachers taught with more modern methods and xmmg taught very well.
But, he says, they tried to stuff thelr innocent brains full of
oolitical nonsense during Rakosi, of Stalin and other terrible
Communist nonsense. And he varticularly lashes out at them bee
cause of these things, and because of their hostillty, at least
offlclally demonstrated hostility, toward religious instruections.

D. IndoctrRination

Sneaking of the reaction of youth to Communist indoctrina-~
tion, he says: "In meny cases sensible children saw that Commun-
ists didn't aect the way they svoke. DBut in other cases, there
vere diRfaxmax differences of opinion between narents and children,
and sven among brothers and slsters. In the first few years many
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children liked Communist indoctrination, but later on they found
1t boring and thought of Communism only with hatred and disguste.
They quite generally detested it."

Asked why indoetrination failed, he says: "Youth had every
reason to hate Communism. The Communists did the oppositeof what
they announeed, and in many cases they dld even worse than that, -=
They acted as ir they wanted to & nersuads one that it was zhiks
chicken stew they put on ocne's ;ixktxxhxtxttxt:txnntxxxxxxz;
kaxkix dish, but 1t was only a very humble bean soup. I can't
better exnlaln this. The essence is thls: oeople had to close
thelr eyes and shut their mouths. This goses only so far, be-
cause after a while peovnle get sick and tired of blindness and
muteness.”

Asked whether youth wes ever sympathetlc to Communism, he
¢xolains: "In the first few years, many of them liked Communist
Indoctrination, but later all of them found 1t boring and thought
of Communism only with hatred. When they received advantages,
Such as camps and trios, for nothing, they didn't know that their
parents ®xhad to pay ten and twenty fold for that. In schools they
heard: "If you are studying well, we will take you to Lake Balaton."
This is how they reglstered them in youth organizations., -~ Ag
children grew and heard narents argue, and evea fight because of
difficulties in wroviding the daily bread, when they realized the
oprofound noverty their families were 1n, children thought that
it was not right that varents had no money to buy good eloth
for them. Children 2lso heard from their parents that"befors"
varents had & much better chance to eke out a decent 1liv .
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IX. MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVo.RYDAY LIFE

A, "The fact that we were relentlessly driven to work more

and more -- this terrible comnetition in work wex were forced

into. We always heard "You did it only in ten minutes; the other
fellow in seven." -~ People grew exhausted, and many nervous
breakdowns resulted. Hospitals and insene asylums were fulle ==

It worked like this: What I did in an hour before the comnetitlons,
I was encouraged to try to do the same in less time. And I was
told that if I dAid 1t in less time, I would receive bonusesg ==
bonuses in such a way that I received the same money for fifty
minutes of work instead of sixty minutes, I liked these comneti=
tions in the beginning, and most of us did, because one could
demonstrate what one was worth. -- The winners uere announced,

end it was also announced how much higher nay they recelved.

But, after a few weeks, they rearranged the wages. -- Peonle
worked themselves to death, aad they cuit dolng good quality

worke == This, however, was detected by the Communist authoritles
and they placed quality checkers aboves us. Those re lected an
awful lot of work and so the Communists cheated us in several
ways., -- I didn't get much more out of the work competition then
the fact that I was declarsd "outstanding worker" on four occa=
sions." -- {Intsrviewer's Note: Asked what this rating "outstanding
worker" actually mecant, resvondent comes un with this exolanation):
"There were four grades. The first grade was "Stachenovite.”

The second degree was a "first rate worker." The third grade was
"best worker in the f1eld" and the fourth grade was "outstanding
worker in the field."

B, "The tremendous »ronapanda that actually coversd untruths
and was meant to be a coverun for untruths, was certalnly very
annoying. LEven more than that was the constant fear of the AVO,
Many veonle were Ilnterned without any avparent reason. Others
were beaten up; others tortured. No contradiction was tolerated
in one's job or wherever."
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X. THL ECONOMIC LIFE
A. The Standard of Living

Asked how he got along finenclally, resoondent says: "I
lived well cnough, as & worker should. I had decent clothing |
and food, but I couldn't save anything for my old age."

Sneaking of his food, he says that his breakfast consisted
of raw bacon and bread, and elther beer or wine. He ate lunch
at the nlant caféteria, and that was mostly a good lunch, he
says, and he ate supper at home and his wife cooked it mostly,
and that was also good.

Speaking of clothing, he says that he had usually four or
five sultsjy two of them were good, 2nd two were actually working
clothes.

Sveaking of housing, he says that he had a "nice home." It
consisted of two rooms and e kitchen. There was no bathroom and
no pantry, which 1s almost a "must" with Hungerian homes. He
shared his tollet with four other famllles on the same floor.

Asked what he considered a luxury, he says: "Real good
sulta whlch are custom made of fine fabrilos; sending my wife
more than once a year to the hairdresser; a good bicycle for
my boye. :

Resoondent had most difficulty with oroviding good food for
his family.

Asked about changes 1in his standard of living from what it
was before 1945, resnondent says that there was no essential change
but food was harder to get. They sometimes had to stand in cueue
for half a day Just to get 2 lbs. of vork,

The best years, so far as living siandard is concerned, were
1946 end 1948, he says, and from then on evurything became a
little worse quite gradually.

Sveaking of a family which was better off than any other, he
seyst "I had one friend. His father was in Canada. He was single
and he recelved clothes from hila father, and he could spend his
income on fcod and housing., He even earned better money than I
did, but the essential difference was that he regularly received
vargels from his father, and thus his income was actually doubled."

"The living standard sank in the last eilght years because
what was nroduced in Hungary was taken to Soviet Russla, and other
foreign countries under Scviet domination. Only rejects remained
in the country. "Before" it was not like thls, because the
country was abls t0 seil ites own oroducts relatively freely --
Hungary gets only so much as to be able to »ay theae minimum
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wages, and can make no orofit at all on either agriculture or
industry.

B. Income

Respondent's monthly income was 1,00 to 1600 forints.

Some 50 vercent of his wages was deducted for union dues,
loans, etec.

Asked about premiums and extra vay, he says that there was
no femily allowance for neonle who had only one child as they had.
At times when he was able to achieve extraordinary results on his
Job, he recelved the following oremiums: 2 one oremium that
amounted to one half month's wages. Another mmsmx premium amount-
Ing to the wages of one wmonthf. 4nd on a third occasion, he re=-
celved two months wages, and he received once more g oremlium

amounting to the wages of one month, He volunteers thls conclusion:

"I received premiums only because my foremen were good friends,
and they drank with me. They aporeciated the fact that I was
generous 1n sharing my premiums with them in the way that I ine-
#Xkm vited them to be my guests in the taverns, and we drank
often gquite a bit."

Helr had no secondary source of incomee

His wife worked three and a half days a week as a cleaning

woman, and she was paid well. She received .0 forints for half
a daye.

He recsived wage increases only on one occaslon, and that
amounted to 300 forints a month.

C. Prices

Respondent bought most of the food in state stores. There
were very few farm markets, he says, and orices there weren't
cheaper, but the guality wae usually better bscause merchandise
was fresher. Some of the mmerchandise however, he says, was worse.

For instance, sour cream, milk, butter and lard were usually worse
than in state stores.

Sveaking of clothing, he says that he bought only one new

sult after the war in a state store. Otherwlise, he bought second
hand sults of American origin, which came in glft oarcels to other
oeonle, He bought thoge suits from private peovle from his Jewish
friends. He says that he got those sults for half the »rice of &
new one, and the quallity was much higher. If he added the tailor's
fee, then he got very good suits for the szame amount as in a store,
which was of a very voor cuality.

Sveaking of the avallability of goods, he says that the
situatlon was "terrible" particularly with meat and gamdx ogES e



For vpork, he says, & hundred to two hundred »neonle had to stand
In a queue to get a 1little bit of it.

He knows of no difficultiees in getting standard svare narts.

Asked what was in especially short supoly, he says there
were no good razor blades available, and the smuggled blades were
very exnensive. The same is true about nylon stockings, he says.

Speaking of the Black Yarket, he says anything could be
bought on the Black Market, but prices were so high that labor
was not able to afford them.

He knows of no organized Black Market.
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bggs were ten to twenty onercent more exvensive Xk on the
Black Market than in‘the legal stores.

Asked about under the counter sales, he says that in some
vlaces the manager took merchandise home and sold it on the
Black Market.

Respondent thinks that Black Market nurchasing, but »articu-
larly selling, was dangerous.

D. Workling Conditions

Resvordent was a vwelder and a »lumber. He worked mainly in
the ovlant in maintenance, but somstimes the vlant worked inthe
city and 1n old bulldings they worked on revalr and in aew they
did instellation work.

He worked elght hours & day, and unfortunately, he says, he
llved so far that he had to travel one and a half to and one and
a half hours from work. But he says that he had enough sleep.

He held that n»articular job by cholice because he lited 1t.

Fis relations with coworzers were "the best.”

Hls relations wilth his s weriors were usually good, he says,
but sometimes there was some dlsagreement and discontent on his
nart.

He was not afraid of his superiors and he felt at ease vwith
them.

He thinks that they were good old exncrts in theilr fileldse.

He was satisfied on the whole with his Jjob.
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Asked about his fellow workers, he says that he cannot gen-
eralize because they differed s> much individually. There were
some among thewm who had much less training, he says, and others
had good exverience and were excellent.

He was orvalsed countless times and his work was well avreci-
ated.

Sneating of the Hungarian social security and health 1 :surance
programs, he says that every worker had two weeks annual paid
leave. But he says If one stayed several years on the job, he
received one day plus to the two weeks leave, and later there was
a progressive one day added, so that at last a maximum veriod of
tvo months' leave came about for neonle who svent decades on khk
thelr Jobs. -- He says that health i-surance was pretty well
organized, and that they had free treatmeat and had to pay only
a little for medicine. Lucky neonle had conscientious doctors,
and other veonle who were not so lucky got to not so conscientious
doctors. He says that doctors were also in working comvetition,
and that they were »ressed to be very strict to workers, anl not
glve them sick leaves easily.

He adds to this information that blind and other severely
handicanped veople were forced to work because their commensation
was not enough. In their nlant, for i stance, there were neovle
of 70 and over who were forced to work, because otherwise they
would have starved. So, he says, old age comvemnmation 1s not
sufiicient.

e Agriculture

Resononcdent would not have »referred to live in the country,
because he had no land, he says, and he didn't 1ike to work for
others on a farm.

He thlnks that the agricultural ponulation had & better diet.

He thinks that the genral standard of 1ivi g was higher in
cities because workers had better clothing and better cultural
onportunities.

He thinks there was no diffsrence in the nolltical situation
in cities or in rural areas.

Vhen collectivization was introduced in Hungary, resnondent
"knew that it would result in misery and wouldn't work in Hungary."

His current ovinion is that it "won't & ever be okay. The
country will suifer mich and neonle will heve no incentive to work
if it 1s not theilr own.

He thinks there was no difference between well=-to=-do peasant
and the less well off when 1t came to onnosing collectlivization.
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Respondent heard of a great many collectives being dige
solved, varticularly on November 28th. Those veonle, he says,
took adventage of the revolutione-- veople who wanted to be
indenendent were bapny that they could cut themselves loose
from Kolchozes. "Nobody knew for whom and for what he was
working on those collective farms."

In an indevendent Hungary ideally, resnondent says: "The
land should belong to those who cultivate it. Surolus land %
should belong to the state, and should be distributed to neonle
devending upon how many children they have or how efficient
farmers they are. -~ There should be no landlords and no church
estatesl" .-
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XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE

A, Before 1948

Respondent was completely disinterested in politics,
he says., He had only one desire, "to have decent wages
for decent work."®

He was never @ member of or had particular sympathy
for a particular party.

Asked about party membership of other family members,
respondent says that two brothers became members of
the Communist party because they wasted to receive land
in 1945, One of them resigned his membership in 1948
and the other in 1950 or '51.

Respondent heard only bad things about Bela Kun and
the Communist party of 1918 and '19. One relative of
his was a Red soldier at that time and he was badly
beaten afterwards,but even that relative said that

he was blinded at that %xk% time and he would not have
supported that regime with his brain of today,

His attitudes toward the Communist party during and
before the war are expressed in the following woprds
uttered with impish laughter by respondent. These
words are the well-known and often quoted slogan of
the Hungarian anti-mg alcoholic league:

"It kills, makes one silly and gets one into misery."

Asked about changes in these attitudes since 1948

he says: "I told you about one relstive of mine who
had been badly beaten because he had been a Red sol-
dier in 1919. Well, this relative of mine said in
1948, 'They ought to have killed me because I helped
Communism.*® What thet relative acquired between 1919
and 1945,namely a nice family home and several acres
of land, was taken away from him. It happened this
way: When there was a re-distribution of land he re-
ceived the same mgxagm acreage, but in a much poorer
soil, and he was very bitter about it and blew his
top and hurled insults at the Communist bosses and
as a punishment for that he lost even those few
acres and his home. Well, his attitude is more
understandable than mine, but mim mine is just the
same.
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B, The Communist party aftdr 1948

Sﬁeaking of Communist party members respondent said
that they fall into several groups. Some joined the
party because they were ipnorant of any political
party. Others knew something about political parties,
but they were misguided. A third ¢roup zmmpxzs is
comprised of people who became party members for no
other reason but personal gains., And there is a very
small group, he szys, which consists of those who

are persuaded Communists.

Asked about contact with Party members he says that
there were a great many among his co-workers and his
neighbors. But those were in, he says, for nothing
else but their XiwmIykemex Xiwxk livlihood, and others
for personal gains,

He already described why they joined,

Asked about his views on their attitudes Xmwuxs towaxd
the Party he says. "Every party member is afraid of

the other and particularly the superiors, but they

are even afraid m® of themselves. Usually only their
wives dared to talk. They talked only among themseilves
and their very trusted friends dared to criticize

things in Party leadership. They just didn't like to
face up to things. They were not frank with themselves."

Asked about changes in Party policies he says that

they changed every week, even over night. Their entire
program has always been under complete aumxhmaXoverhaul,
he says. They just didn®t have any thoughts or ideas

of lasting importance.--"1f one promise didn't wozxk

they tried another, and if that failed they tried
another, and a xkxx third, and so forth.,"

Asked about differences within the Party he says;
"There was a lot of bickering. One day one,next day
another person went to oblivion, 38 as a consequence
of disagreements in Party leadership."

Asked about Party morale he says, "My naive views are
these: The Communists did not know what to think or
what to say. When something went wrong they looked
for a scapegoat, to kill him dor what they had
committed togethez,”

Speaking of the top lezders of the Communist party,




respondent says, "80 per cent of them are criminals,
burglars, bums and murderers. I heard about Gero,
that he even looted his own father's shop one night
és a burglar. He lied that he burglarized it for

the Communist party."

Speaking of their aims he says, "This is too difficult
& question. How should I know? Perhaps it is to weaken
cur country and to be absolute rulers of it."

fsked about their motivation respondent says," They
ere moved by Russian orders.®

Asked about their convictions he says, "I don't know.
They certainly had sky-high salaries and their interests
tied them to Communism. I can't imagine that a learned
person is convinced that Communism is a workable system.
Put since they were tied to Communism it seems that it
worked like a whirlpool: you can't get out, you can

only get sucked in deeper."

Asked about Rajk zmmuxImxmx¥ax he says, "He deserved
what he got. He built up the AVO, He deserved more
than a rope."

Now respondent is prompted to elaborate on Communist
leaders in general. "They are a mob, a gang. No one
among them deserved the title 'Patriot.Y,nor the
word ¥ ‘'Hungarian', Ixpéxkzindyxhuxzdxnasxraxizyxiuk
IxamxkreXinpsxkoxgueke I certainly hated the Arrow
Cross party, but I'm inclined to quote Szalasi when
he said just before he was hanged 'Deliver us, oh
Lord, from this mob,‘'"

Asked about Imre Nagy he says, "His person was too
controversial., His time was too short to judge.
Every big shot always made nice promises in order
to get to high positions and then they differ in
whether or not they keep those promises. Most of
them don't."

Here is his perception of the differences of the
motives of the rank and file members and those of
the leadership: "It is the difference between heaven
and earth, What top leaders say is not told to rank
and file & members, They pretend only, Many decent,
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humble members can be found in the Party. But,there
are no decent leaders. Top leaders must realize that
they promote policies disastrous in their affects on
Party members as well as for the entire nation. They
must have guilty consciences;i"

Top Hungarian Communists, he feels "should be tried
by court. I can't judge their guilt and so I cannot
suggest punishments."

C. Opposition

Respondent says that since 90 per cent of the Hun~
garian people rejected Communism, discontent was
very great and it always grew. Thus, he says, there
were conspiracies, small and large, from the be-
ginning. At the same time,he says, there was no
sabotage. People made mistakes and they were charged
with sabotage. Even slow-downs were impossible, He
adds, if one suggested a slow~-down he could get as
much as 15 to 20 years imprisonment or even a death
sentense, There was a lot of compdaining among the
workers, he concludes, but not in the open.

When he is asked if opposition movements occurred
more often during certain periods than others, he
explains that he did not observe when opposition
was particularly strong, but it seemed to him
that it was always. But he volunteers more infor-
mation about complaining and punishments, saying
“"Eyen strong criticism of merchandise or com=-
plaining about prices if mentioned in connection
with the democracy could easily result in internment.”
(Interviewre's note: I know well that the woxrd
*democracy' is mentioned in English without the
definite article 'the', but I used it intentionally
this way in order to indicate that by Xelmmmzxzzyix
*the Democracy' the 'People's Democracy' 1s meant.
Most uneducated people would say most of the time
*the Democracy'! instead of 'Pepple‘'s Democracy.')
Respondent's only answer to inquiries about the
activities of the intellectuals is:"I don't know
much about them, I was too far away from anything
of that sort." (fNterviewre's note: even after he
has been explained what is ® actually meant, he
doesn't know more.)
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He heard nothing of the Petofi Circle.

Respondent can give no information, let along opinion,
on this topic.
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XII. THE APPARATUS OF POWER

A, Secret police

Respondent says that there were all kinds of people
among the secret police, but "most of them were
criminals, bums, goldbricks, People who hated to
work, but wanted to enjoy tremendous power and w
waXfzxex wealth. But there were very few decent
people even among those. The overwhelming majority
were sons of peasants.”

Asked about personal experience, he says,"I knew
only two of them who lived in my home for a few
months in 1946 and 1947. I rented a room to those
people who were from our town and, by then,I was
living in Budapest and I had a hard time finding
a place for them to live when they came to me, so
finally they sxx stayed in my home., One of them
was a relatzve of mine, They were good people who
were used only for guard duty. They had no special
assignments. They spoke about a terrific dxzxu
distrust in their own circle. They said that the
AVH people just don't trust each other in any
respect and to any measure.”

Completing the information on these two AVO people
respondent automatically answers the next question,
"They hated to be in the AVO and asked for transfer
to the regular police. In 1948 they mansged, at
long last, to be kicked out of the AVO. One of them
told me that he heard from a very close friendfmmih
(another AVO man) that he was present and saw when
a former csendor captain and his wife were both
tortured and their babies head was smited right
there in front of the parents. He said that because
of such things he really detested that AVO and

was happy to hope that he would get out of it at
long last."

When Hungary is independent respondent wishes xkzsk
large scale investigations concerning the AVO and
"everyone should be judged as to his guilt or mexits.®

Speaking of the regular police respondent says that
the duties were completely different from those of
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the AVH. 95 per cent of the members of the regular
police were only looking for bread and butter, he
says. No doubt, he adds, that many of them shunned
work, but they quite decently sexrved in the police.
Others joined because they thought that their jobs,
which were not easy, would later be regarded by u
pensions.,

A8ked whether Communism has affected the regular
police system he says, "There was a great difference
between the old and new police. There was much more
incompetancy among the new police, There were more
ignorant people who didn't know the regulations.
And s great many mistakes were made.smz On one
cccasion when I was in a tavern I hexxsix overheard
@ policeman walking in with a friend and asking

him whom he should arrest. If he had an enemy he
should just tell him and that B® enemy might end

up in jail, But I heard that therm were numerous
similar cases of encroachments, although in bhis
case as well as in others the policeman might have
been an AVO member, because there were some AVO
members using the uniform of the regular police.”

With this information given ¥oluntarily, respondent
answered the question concerning competency,of the
regular police. Talking about honesty he says, "Their
honesty may not be trusted."

Speaking of their role during the revolution respondent
says, "More than 80 per cent of them changed to civilian
clothes and many of these sided with the revolution,
Others were hiding. Even more %mXa tolerated having
their weapons taken away and some of them w® even

handed them over voluntarily. I certainly saw one

such example when a policeman handed over his arms

to the Freedom Fighters."

E. The courts

Speaking 6f the courts before 1945 he says,"There was
no difference between rich and poor. The law was
obeyed and everyone knew that it had to be obeyed.
And it concerned rich and poor mgw equally.®

Speaking of the People's Courts of 1945 and 1947
he explains, "They consisted of the most different,
but in one respect similar, people: IRxmEnamely,
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all were incompetent. The 'People's' stlorney was
the most vicious person who did his level best to
get people punished as severely as possible, The
People's Courts often judged on the basis of sym~
pathy for the accused person or antipathy against
him."

Speaking of the war criminals he says,that he could
not judge their guilt, but he Enows one thing,; that
death sentenses were handed out wmy very easily and
to too many people.

C. The army

Sﬁeaking of the army he says. "Eighty per cent of
them sided with the Freeédom Fighters. Part of them
handed over their arms and many even their uniforms
to Freedom Fighters and then disappeared. Most of
them went home., Others actively took part as Freedom
Fighters. &@i%m Again, others stayed in their units
but refused to fire at Freedom Fighters or do any-
thing against them.,"

Going into details, respondent cannot glve any
concrete information...except for one example, that
a soldier came to him during the revolution and
asked him for civilian ziskxzi clothes so he could
go home to his town. Respondent puts his opinion

to this information saying that the soldiers had

a more precarious position than the mw civilians
and that they were afraid of the anger of the
people as well as the consequences and this is

why some of them did not side with the revolution.

He says that ke was not surprised because "We knew
that the soldiers were sons of the people who Rxm
never believed how easy they had it because they
experienced the regime themselves.”

D. Russian troops

When 1848 is mentioned to respondent he says,"Russians
did not defeat the Hungarians in 1848 eithex. The
Hungarians laid down their arms because they knew

that they would be crushed by the combined forces

of Russia and Austria. But that was such a long time
ago that Hungarians have no hard feelings against
Russians because of that. But Russians committed



csuch acts in 1945 and '45 that, if one feels about
them, he has plenty of reason because of those events ™

Asked what he expected of the Russians before they
entered Hungary he says, "I expected nothing good.

The Russian people themselves are good-meaning people,
but they don't behave as they would like to because
they always act on orders. I expected nothing good
because in I94AxsmadxX&® 1942 and '43 I spent some
months in Russia and I had a notion how Russian
troops behaved.,"

His actual experiences included witnessing "Greatest
acts of savagery. They spared no children, no mothers,
no grandmothers,"

Asked about changes in his attitude he says, "My
opinion cannot change as long as they are directed
by the leadership of the Communist party because
they are always oxdered to do bad things. The Red
army is an army deprived of zmnsEr conscience.
They are robbed of their conscience and z®m cannot
be counted on as people with independent minds

and a feeling of moral responsibility."

There were no changes in respondent's attitude
toward the Russian army since 1945,

Speaking of his experiences with Russian troops
before the revolution respondent says that he
talked to quite a few of them mainly in 1945, but
also in *46 and '47. He found the oldexr people
still with remains of conscience, but the young
ones were completely contaminated by Stalinism
and the human way of thinking was killed in their
brains, He brings up an example to illustrate how
blinded they were by their superiors and how they
actually be!ieved them, 3%% the nonsense they had
been taught abart Hungary and Hungarians.

He says that the relations between Hungarians and
the pre-revolution occupation troops were very
limited. Sometimes people spoke to each other in
restaurants, but just a little. There was also
some singing cdone here and there. Anti-Semitic,as
he xuwim revealed himself to be when he spoke of
the Jewish minority, he tries to put his finger
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on Jews again saying, "Some Russian Jews and Hune-
garian Jews found each other inamity."

Speaking of the attitudes and actions of Russian
soldiers during the ® revolution he says that he
saw five tanks coming over to the revolutionaries,
(Interviewre's note: see his account in the
chronology). That event took place of October 25.)
After November 4 mmskxpfxihExkxmmps many of the
troops in combat did not speak Russian and so
people could no longer communicate with them as
they did when they tried to persuade Russian
soldiers again and again not to fight against
Hungarians.

Respondent only hear of but did not see or have
first hand information on Soviet soldiers becoming
part of the Hungarian revolution.

Speaking of brutality by Soviet soldiers he says,

"I heard from very reliable neighbors who were there
that on November 5 or % 6 Russians looted the state
grocery store 3mi at the corner of Rakosd ut and
Kazinczy ut and then the Russian soldiers told
Hungarians to do the same and when they did they
fired at them. I heard similar stories from others
concerning Hungarians who were sent in to mxx such
stores to get things and when they came out they
were photographed.”

E. Szmzwn Government offidials

Respondent says kkat that there are very few govern-
ment officials who are willing to forget rules and
help the people in trouble. But there were a few,
he says, because there wes no such law in Hungary
that could not be circumvented somehow. And he
volunteers information on his own experience: "
premiums were also zm due to such, There were other
workers just as good as I and some even better.
They receivedlow premiums because they were not on
such friendly terms with the foreman as I was."

'Speaking of the motives of the officials involved

he says, "Some had unselfish motives and some not
so unselfish. In most cases the reason was that




people didn't want to he hated by everyone."

F. Corruption

Respondent says that there was much corruption, al-
though he says that he personally had no experience.
But he has knowledge of a great deal. Most of the
corruption, hovever, ke explains, consisted of
favoritism which had been great in the past but was
now much greater., Favoritism, he explains, by fax
surpassed actual bribery. On the line of favoritism
he again singles out Jews and he also adds Germans
this time, telling that they particularly helped
their own kind. The main pattern of favoritism

was this, he explains: "The favored persons received
easier work with machines and were put into higher
wage categories, At the copper and bxex brass depart-
ment of Rakoczi Works there was hardly mnything else
but ethnic Germans."That department, he explains

was a particulerly easy one with high wages. Jews
were to be found mainly in intellectual and office
work. "Not more than two per cent of Jew, perhaps
mainly those who had high incomes in the past,
performed real hard work."

Asked about methods respondent says that the most
usual one was that favorite persons were not as
strictly punished as those who had no connectbns
with higher-ups.

Asked what happened to officials caught doing

these things he says that favoritism as such was
not punished, only casea of bribery were. And

then the punishment was very different depending

on whether that person was a party sm member or
pot, Communists were really punished only if things
could not be covered up, he says.

G.Competence of leaders

Speaking of the secret police respondent says that
not skill but brutal terror characterized their
actions, People simply bad to choose between con-
fessing or suffering terribly, sometimes even
dying. He brings up an example to illustrate
methods of the secret police: "It happened in 1954
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that a co-worker of mine who had worked for the
secret police in 1945 to 1948 told me a story
while we were heavily drinking. He said that they
had applied tricks like hiding weapons in a rich
farmer's home and 'finding it'. This needs no
skill, this is base terror. The AVO were not so
skillful in finding criminals, but they made
innocent people confess to things they never
did."

Speaking of army leadership, he says that part of
the generals were Russians and the rest were
Russianized Hungarians. Their zzmpmxaazxzycompetence
he says could be judged only if one knew how com-
petent Russian army leadership is.

He says that he could pass no judgement on the
Russian army leadership.

Speaking of public administration officials he says
that there were very different people among them.
There were consciencious and well as unscrupulous,
Most of them, he explains, had to be party members.
But there were differences even among those because
some of them were sinister and some were well in-
tentioned. But none of them were well trained, he
says. Most of them could not even write good reports.
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X111, ASSESSMENTS FOR FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A. Next few years

Respondent finds the first question too hard. "Vdry
few people have ever managed to look into the future.
Most of us don't even see the present clearly."

Asked » to estimate what probably will happen he
says, "The Hungarian people will not reconcile
themselves to Communism, not within a man's liwm
life span. The Hungarian people will have to live
on and will have to stop revolting, profoundly sad
as this fact is."

He thinks that there will be no more revolution in
Hungary. "People have learned the moral that they
RuBRAXXmMER mustn’t shut their eyes and run against

a wall. The Hungarian people don't mean to commit
another suicide, not even if the Voice of America
persuades them. Terror will increase so as to paralyse
the revolutionary inclinations in the people."

Speaking of the world outside Hungary he says; "The
United Nations might apply measures designed to
eventually free Hungary.The Russians will keep ex-
ploiting Hungary body and smuim soul."

Here are his views on a Poland-type solution: "I
beiixm believe that there is no essential difference
between the two dictatorships. There is the same
terror in Poland as in Hungary. Since the Poznan
riots the Poles are watched very closely."

"But people in Hungary still haven't given up hope
in the effectiveness of the United Nations."

Spesking of how his hopes could be realized he says,
"I'm not trained or schooled in such matters. Only
great powers can find an sgreement without a war.®

The answer to the question whether he would or ma
would not desire a war: "No, but if it comes I
would be ready to fight acaing and to die for the
freedom of our people. War is tolerable only to
people who have read about it in the papers. War
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brings deprivation and suffering to the uncounted
millions of poor.”

Respondent doesn't know whether a war is likely to
occur,but he is afraid that one might come because
of the attitude of the Russians,

Speaking #f other means than war he says that the
United Nations and within that orgasnization, particu-
larly the great powers, should find an agreement.
They know bettexr than he, he claims.

Asked about the likelihood of internal changes in
the Soviet Union he says; "Only a general revolution
in Soviet Russia would be a perfect solution. But
not even people smarter than I could decide whetther
there will be one or not. I just know from my own
experience in Russia that the people are terribly
dissatisfied.”

B. Hopes in retroppect.

Speaking of his expectations for the future during
the lsst ten years he %y says, "I expected nothing
good, I saw the economic bankruptcy of the country
and saw that there was no way out of the mass
Communism created by people trained in the Soviet
Union. Many other people--and I should say most--
were much more kam hopeful than I."

Speaking of his hopes he says, "I longed for cul~-
tural and economic development of the country in
freedom and I knew that people would have gone out
of their way to build up a propersous democracy.
And others tbought simérlarly."

Asked about changes in his estimates or in his hopes
he says, "I hoped for Western mk help only in the
beginning ./ &Es I said, I hoped for the help of
America only in the beginning, Later I realized
#Azked that they let us down. I never expected any
good of the Communists., But gullible people be-
lieved in the beginning azrdxwm because they were
enchanted by the great promises of Communism. At

the end of the '40's there was however no doubt
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in most peoples'™minds,so far as Communism was cone
cerned. Most people still hoped again and again
that America would find a way to persuade or force
the Russians to withdraw from Hungary."
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X1V,

XIV. SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

A. Independent Hungary

Respondent appears to be eager to answer the question
what sort of system he would like to see in an inde-
pendent Hungary. "A democratic system where everyone
lives in freedom. First of all, leaders should be
elected from true born Hungarians, not people who
immigrated from foreign countries., The land should
belong to these who work on it and such should re-
ceive it who have the know-how to cultivate it. There
should be no large estates belonging to people who
go to foreign countries seeking their own pleasure
with the money actually made by the toil of the
workers. Hungary wouldn't need moxe than a decade

to £ 1ift itself from its present misery. It would
become as prosperous a country as any in the world.
But ‘it should be led by true patriots. Right now
there are people who have come just recently from
foreign countries, I mean Soviet citizens who rule
Hungary now, The Hungarians are superior to the
Russians in producing wealth and general welfare

end still they are ruled by Russians."

B. Details in economy

Respondent says that industry should be developed

wherever it is possible,but there should be no armament
industries. If industry would develop, he argues,
agriculture would also be better off. Hungarian quality
roducts would be needed by many undeveloped countries,
€ reasons,

Hungary should emphasize light industry for expoxrt, he
suggests, Farm implements, fine machinery should be
particularly emphasized and the manufacture of weapons
should be discontinued. But things, he concludes,
should be determined by the actwal stand of the export
market rather than by anything else.

Respondent suggests that large enterprises be given

to workers of the plant in form of stocks. The workers
should become the stockholders. Small shops and
businesses should be returned to their owners, he says,
Bygwx By small he means such as work with less than

11 employees.
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Speaking of kolkhozes and state farms he suggests:
"They should be divided and returned, but only up
to 75 acres to the former owners. Above that amount
the rest should be given to farm families after it
is determined how many acres could be cultivated by
each family. And those families should take care of
the land themselves without farmphands. Jews should
also be Xxmim eligible for receiving land. State
farms may remain as they are; however, they should
not be worked by such hired men who are half way
in bondage as a reminder of the feudal system, but
should work at state farms just as one works at a
"plant-~ free to live where he wants and to leave
when he wants to."

Speaking £ of the maximum limit to the amount of
land any one person or family may own, respondent
says,"It depends on how many members there are in
the family.,"

When respondent is told about two possible kinds
of ym® government he gives a classically worded
answer:"It is worse to be fed while ones hands and
feet are tied than to stand on ones own feet and
look for bread and butter.”

Respondent would not be in favor of outlawing the
Communist party. He says,"I wouldn't outlaw it
because people will make their own choice in a
free country. A free country should give equal
rights to everybody and no restrictions should be
imposed. Only part is advocating the violent over-
throw of the government should not exist. In all
gthig cases the free will of the people skmix should
ecide.

C. International position

Respondent suggests a very loose union of the states
all over Europe. He wishes bo see no boundaries that
limit the free movement,but he wants to have inde-
pendent administration of every country guided,but
not really controlled,by an international body.

According to this idea, he wants to see military
strength only for protective law and order within
every state. The arms, he says, should be with the
people at home,

According to his scheme, there shoudd be very close
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trade relations without any restrictions or customs.

He would like to see the most amicable cultural re~-
lations with a great deal of cultural exchange. And
he reasons: "Lokk at China. When it isolated itself
behind the Geeat Wall, how backward it became!!%

Respondent has never heard of a federation of Danubian
countries.

Respondent is afraid of a smaller union than one
covering all of Europe because he thinks that there
would be too much bickering and there might be
something developed that would resemble foreign rule.
If no large union could be established, he concludes:
"It is better to honor each other from a distance
than to be close and argue."

He thinks that most people in Hungary would favor
a union of states, probably as he »uix outlined it,
he says, in a loose form of union where basic human
rights are secured.

present
He doesn't find Hungarv's/pziszax boundaries Bz
acceptable. He would like to see territorial adjust-
ments which would include the most possible number
of Hungarians on either side of the present boundaries.
He would make it depend upon the will of the people.:
"Of all the people who live in the disputed people.”

He is concerned over the problem of Hungarian
minorities living cutside of Hungary and he demands
the same rights for them as for the people who live
in those countries. Ideally he would like to see
them in a loose union as he outlined, This whole
question is very important to him he says,
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XV. THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION

A.World events
Respondent never heard of Khrushchev's secret speech.
Not has he heard of Senator McCaxthy

3 He only heard the name Peron but couldn't place it.

He didn't heaxr more about Rakosi's private life than
- the fact that he had a Mongolian wife,

B. Sources of personal information
Respondent says that he read very little. He listened
a little bit to radio news, but forgot much. He was
interested, he claims, in the problems of their daily
living and in that of other people. Consequently, he
was interested in information he received from word
of mouth,more than in anything else,but hadn't much
trust in that eithex.
C. VWord=of~-mouth
Hexakdnktxpukt Respondent didnft think much of this
source of information, eithexr. "Pepple talked all
kinds of things--a lot without foundation, I didn't
trust rumors. Old peogle and ignorant people talked
particularly a lot. The radios lied a great deal.
Gallicus and others were almost as unreliable as
the Communist radio."(Interviewre's note: 'Gallicus
is one of the newsreporters of Radio Free Europe.)
"The Jewish family for whom my wife worked had a
daughter in America and they received letters from

. her and pictures from America. She always wrote
the truth."

D, Reading habits
Respondent claims not to have been z regular news-
paper reader before or during the war.

The same is true about the period of the last ten
years: ¥"Communist papers were cliches. Hatred
gripped my when I saw Communist editorials, But I
found that there were people who were influenced
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by those articles. Some people liked the blue skies
the Communists painted."

He didn't find any portion of the Communist papers
reliable. He found a tricky way to dodge compulsory
reading: "I told them in the plant where we were
supposed to read papers that I was illiterate, be~
cause I had lived on farms.in my youth. To prove my
illiteracy once, when they put the paper in my hand,

I looked at it upside down. The Party secretary saw
this and he cursed me. I asked him zmmotxaskaetxhim if

it makes him ®m mad that now Rakosi's blood runs into
his head." (Interviewre's hote: When I asked respondent
what he means by this Rakosi's blood business, he says
that on the other side of the page there was a picture
of Rakosi and he referred to that because that was also
now upside-down.)

As could be guessed, all other questions pertaining
to newspapers are answered negatively.

The same is true about publications which were illegal.




AVI# EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

A. Russia

Respondent says that he doesn’t expect anything of
liberalization. He can only think of revolution.
“In 1955 I talked to a Russian in a bar who spoke
when he was drunk. He said,'They are afraid of our
people when they go home. They won't be given arms
if another war breaks out.'"He refers to his Baving
been in Rus§ia and having seen under what tremendous
oppression the Russian people are kept.by their
rulers and says that such a revolution is not very
likely but if there is any change it can be brought
about only this way.

Although partially answered,again he was asked about
‘the feelings of the people in Russia and respoddent
says: "I know from personal experience that people
needed perxmits from the head of the kolkhoz if they
wanted to go to another town, I talked to Russians
in Russis, mainly to old people,because the young
were not at home,but fighting either in the Red
army or taken prisoners by the Germans,but,I tell
you, those people spat on the floor when Stalin's
name was mentioned. They called him & dog and they
said that Communist leadership they should fuck
their mothers."

As could be guessed when free elections are mentioned
respondent says,"Communism would be over for good."

He thinks of the top leaders of Russia as persuaded

Communistes and their aim is world impekiiximpexisiismx
imperialism,

Speaking of their personalities, he says, "They watch
crach other all the time because they can't xux trust
each other. Since they wamk want to spread Communism
all over the world they want everyone of them to be
very perfect Communists and no one may sin mmiksk
against the Communist idea even in his mind."

Speaking of the diffmzmzm difference between Communist
and Russian leaders he says, "The Russians dictate and
the Hungarians carry out. The Hungarian Communist leaders
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are under pressure and most of them are not persuaded
Communists,"

B.Eastern Europe

This is respondent's listing as to the popularity

of countries in Hungary: Poland, East Germany, Bul-
garia, Romania, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia. He says
that freedom loving people ara liked by the Hungarians
and the governments are disliked,but particularly in
countries where they appear to be particularly happy
about the Hungarian tradedy. .

Acked whether he also shared these feelings he answers:
"] like everybody. I know only make a difference between
honest and dishonest people.®

1f freeelections wexre to be held, Communism wouldbe
over for good, he asserts, in every country.

This is respondent's listing when speaking of standards
ofiw living: "East Germany, Gzechoslovaklia, Poland,
Hungary, Bulgaria, Romania.

C. Poland

This is respondent's interpretation of Polish develop-
ments: "No government can achieve  freedom as long

as it is under foreign occupation, There is no essential
improvemant in Poland. The reins are taken over by the
Polish,but they still do not have freedom of action as

a decent democracy would have,"

He sees no hope for Poland unless Soviet troops will
withdraw, He thinks that his views have not changed.

Polish events had an effect of the events of Hungary
he says,"The Hungarians were encouraged by the gallant
fight of the Polish and their imegination was stirred
even after the Polish waxmxzyxpresxes revolt was sur-
pressed.

Bx During the revolution, he says, there was no time
to give thoughts to events outside of Hungary.

He had no knowledge of the developments before Gomulia's
rise to power except of the Poznan riots.



Acked if would have preferred the Hungarian revolution
to have followed the lines of the Polish,he says:"I
can't decide. There was no planning in the Hungarian
revolution. It was not a premeditated action. It just
came by itself. But if somebody would ask me what to
do now I would say by no means a revolution because
the West would let us down and we are going to lose
precious human lives again."

D. Yugoslavia
Respondent doesn't know if Tito and Yugoslavia have
bean influential in Eastern Europe.

Acked if Tito is the originator of Natonal Communism
he says,"He tries to represent his people."

SpaakingxnfxTitatexxniukknrexwikk

His attitude on national Communism is that it is a
Communism not better than the others only in foreign
poligy it has the advantage that it tries to remain
aloof,

Speaking of Tito's relations with other East Eurogean
nations, Russla and the West respondent says of all
of them: "¥x&mTito is wavering. He draws nearer to
wherever he hopes to get advantages. He is only for
Tito and for nobody else.®

Respondent thinks of Titoism in the 3% satellite nations
that such a develogment is impossible because the Russians
don't allow it to happen any mozre.

E. The Middle East

Respondent says that he had no interest in following
the events in the Middle East and so he thinks he
would be presumptous to air any opinion, and he cannot
be persuaded to say anything.

F.West Germany

Responddnt refers to letters they received from people
who had fled in 1945 or 1947 to West Germany and says
that they write that the living standard is very high,
Those people were able to send gift parcels to their
relatives in Hungary.
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When he is told that the Germans are dangerous and
may start another war he laughs and says: "I don't
have an opinion at this point. If they start a war
I know for sure that they won't do a half-way job."

He has his individual opindon on West German rearma=-
ment: "Good for the Germans; not so gmid good for us."
Asked why,he says, "Hungary might be involved in an
armed ® conflict again and might suffer a great deal."

He recoils from giving any guess on whether the West
Germany army is strong than that of Britadin or France.

He is ready to offer a guess on the term of service
in the West German army: "Two years."

Comparing the German and Russian mzzuapX occupation
troops he says: “The Germans are educated and intelli=
gent people;although they had some brutal excesses in
the last war,but they are still angels compared to the
primitive,savage Russians,whose actions are a series
of excesses," (Interviewre's note: The word ‘angel’
should undexr no circumstances be considered out of
KexprxrerukiyxinundxihexRys: context. It serves no
other purpose in his speech but to compare the Cer-
mans with the Russians, Taking this word out of
context would be a gross injustice to the respondent,
to the interviewre who painstakingly puts down verbatim
answers and to scientific approach, as well.)

He personally found the Russian occupation force more
distasteful.

He found the Germans incomparably more disciplined,
He already told us which force was more unpopular.

G. Westexrn Europe
Respondent doesn't know anything of NATO.

Nor does he know anything about the British Labozx
Party.

This is respondent's listing of countries estimating
living standards: West Germany, CGreat Britain, Italy,
Egypt, Greece, Soviet Union.
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H. The Uhited States

Eespondent first claims not to have been surprised
in America:"America was no surprise at all. I had
neither good nor bad surprises. I always thought

of home. There is nothing like home in the world."
(Interviewre's note: Dissatisfied with this amsax
answer, I tried to persuade him to understand what
is meant by the word 'surprise’ and it seemed that
I succeeded.)"I was surprised how free,how carefree
end how cheerful the people are. When we went to
picket in front of the Russian embassy and I spat
and threatened the American policeman just smiled.
J didn't have to be afraid that I would be taken

to jail." Now respondent remarks with great laughter,
*I have drunk no water since I have been in this
country!"

This is his opinion of the present policy of the US:
"The United States doesn't know what it wants to do.
1t never takes the initiative; it only reacts to what
the Soviet Union does."

Asked what the United States policy should be in
FEastern Europe he says, "People who fled to Yugoslavia
and Austria should also be admitted to the United
States in addition to the refugees now here. Besides,
the United States should try every diplomatic means
to persuade or to compell the Sogiet Union to withe
cdraw from Hungary."

He thinks that no aid should be given to Communist
Hungazz because it wol't be received by the real
Hungarian people,but to the Communists and would,
in fact, strengthen Communism,"

He thinks that his attitude underwent no changes,

Speaking of the American government's relations
with the present government in Hungary, he suggests:
¥It should try to move the Communist Hungarian
government to a more humane attitude toward the
people,”

He thinks that the Hungarians desire and request
that more Western visitors go to Hungary. "So as
to get a clear picture of the situation.” He xkik
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thinks that all kinds of visitors should go,the
more that go the more £ views will be formed and
the fuller will the % picture be of the actual
sitiation.

Acsked what they should be told about Hungary he
says,"That they should watch out for themselves
because there is no security of 1life in Hungary.

He thinks books and periodicals should be sent to
Hungary and there should be all kinds of books,
scientific,political and otherwise,including even
cowkoy sbories,but those books should be HuMmz3xiRrs
Hungariang published by refugees, he says.

He says tuat the role of the refugees should be
very great in all activities connected with Hungary.

He only heard the name of the Marshall Plan, but
doesn't know anything about it.

Speaking of the Korean War he says,"People spoke
all kinds of things, but I don't know the #w

dw fundamental reasons so well th&t I could pass
any judgement.®

J.The United Nations

Gexre Generally speaking of the United Nations
respondent says: "its resolutions should be carried
out because they are part of international law,

Those countries which don't carry out the rewolutions
are not law abiding, and they should be forced to
obey the law."

Speaking of the United Nations during the autumn
and winter of 1956 he says: "It did nothing except
extendd promises. It should ®m have prevented the
blood bath and should not have permitted the
Russians to interfere."

He thinks that zmifmuiuir effective United Nations
ac¢tion could be forthcoming if the United Nations
wanted to do something and particularly if the U.S,
would press for some action.
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XVII. KNONLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDE TOWARD SELECTED
PERSONALITIES

A. The greatest living Hungarian

$1t is Cardinal Mindzenty because he represented

the real interests of the Hungarian people, and this
is why he was jailed."

B. Persons in world affairs

Imre Nagy: "I have no opinion on him because the
perbd was too short while he was in power,to judge
him,"

Lazlo Rajk: "A terxorist.”
Erno Gero: "A terrorist."

Janos Kadar: "A terrorist; a thug who surpasses them
all."

General Bela Kiraly: "I have no opinion of him, I
don't know his past nor do I know his futuze.”

Anna Kethly: "She is a wavering xx turncoat.”

Preeident Eisenhower: "His attitude toward Hungarians
was wonderful. We are very grateful to him,"

Respondent declines to answer the question on what

he thinks of Secretary General Hammarskjold, of Dulles,
Eden, and Truman because he says that he doesn't know
them., (Interviewre's note: I believe that he doesn't
know these people because his information is very
xestxicted.?e

Mikoyan: "Who?"
Nehru: "Is he the Jafipsnese Empiaxmx emperor?"

Generalissimo Chiang ki® kei-Ghek: "Is he a Jewish
leader?"
hireling
Ferenc Nagy: "He is also a/bawddng. He mixmes signed
many death sentenses. Some of them of people who
kew knew moregthan ne did.
about Communism



&l

S4M
t. XVII.

Respondent didn't know Roosevelt well enough to
form an opinion.

The same is true about Chancellor Adenauer.

8xix £%x% Stalin: "A post-office burglar. The hlackest
xpuxxi soul in the world."

Malenkov: "He got into a fight »wmx with Khrushchev
over the spoils.”

Generalissimo Franco: "Is he some German general who
fought in Africa?"

Respondent # has no idea who Bevan is.
Khrushchev; "A tervorist. A worthy follower of Stalin,"

Tito: ¥ Respondent has already talked about him in
point D.,chaptexr XVI,

He doesn't know Pexon,
Molotov: "Another terrorist."
Respondent & knows nothin g of Ollenauer.

Churchill: "The foxy old English politician. Stalin
out~foxed him."
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XVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A. Characterization of escapees

Respondent divides the escapees into two large groups.
1. Those who fled while the revolution was on,who
were afraid of the petrisots, and 2. those who fled

the Russians and their Communist stooges when the
revolution was gk crushed.

He says that most of the escapees were intellectuals,
and there were young and old among them, but most of
them were young people,mainly students.

Asked who stayed behind he says that those were the
ones who hoped,until it was too late, that Hungary
would remain free, that the free world would not let
it down,

Asked how he feels about them he says,"80 per cent of
the Freedom Fighters were either deported, jailed or
executed and the others are not enough to fight another
revolution."

Asked for an example for a person he knew who decided
to remain even though he had an opportunity to escape
he speaks of a friend who stayed for no other reason
but because he had small children and he was afraid
that he could not take care of them during the long
way to the border and he feared they might be killed.
He fielt he could expose himself to danger, but not
his smell gkisxzk children,

Asked what the people ia Hungary think of those who

left he says, "Most Hungarians are glad that at least
some managed to escape and are all right,; and no longer
exposed to danger., ¥uxxkhmxmzzapemx But there are others
who think the escapeces are yellow."

KInterviewre's note: To my surprise, respondent now xsa
xsksxnge tells me: "You didn't ak ask me yet of my opinion
of myself!" What else could I do but ask him, and here

is his answer: "I think of myself as being yellow., It
would be better to be in Hungary and even in prison than
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to have fled my country and my family."®

Under ideal circumstances respondent thinks that
"A few old people would remain and a few peasants
who stick to their land. Industrial workers would
have left and very few people would have remsined.”

B. Exile organizations and individuals

Respondent didn't hear of any exile organizations.
by name. He only knew there was something representing
Hungarian interests in the United States.

Asked about exile personalities, he can recall the
name of Ferenc Nagy and he also knew that Admiral
Hoxrthy was in exile.

Asked details about them respondent couldn't say
sRxkk anything. He has been in contact with no
organizations or individuals of any significance,

Hungarian National Council: Respondent knows the
pame,but nothing else about it.

Assembly of Captive European Nations: Respondent
has never heaxd of it.

MHBK: Respondent doesn’t know it.
Liberal Democratic Union: He hasn't heard of it.
Christian Democratic Union: He hasn't heard of it.

International Confederation of Trade Unions in Exile:
He hasn't heard of it.

gmker International Peasant Union: Respoddent thinks
that ®¥®s he has hemrd the name,but nothing else.

American Hungarian Federation: Respondent is undezx
the impression that he's heard the name,but doesn't
know anything about it.

"latohatar": He has nwz never heard of it.

High schools in exile: Respondent has never heard
of them,
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Bela Varga: It seems to respondent that he knows
the name &y in 1945 and '46 and he also heard
that he fled into exile. He was some chief in
the Small Holders! party, he recalls.

Ferenc Nagy: "The first Minister President of
democratic Hungary who gave in on every point to
the demands of the Reds. He ought to have stood
up as did Cardinal Mindzenty.) He went into exile
and has lived happily sftmxxufx ever after.”

Tibor Eckhardit: "He was some well-known politiciang
of the »zk past and now he tries to do something
agim again. I think he ought o have ZRAWE gone
into retirement.”

Paul Auer: Respondent has never heard of him,

Imre Kovacs: Respondent doesn’t know anything of him
He heard his name,but couldn't place it.

Imre Selig: Respondent has never heard of him.

Charles Peyer: Respondent remembers his as a great
leader of Socialist workers.

Lazlo Taubinger: Respondent has never heard of him.

Miklos Kallay: Respondent remembers him as the Ministex
President who tried to get Hungary out of the German
camp,but didn't xmng mensge because the Germans were
too strong. He doesn't know of his later years.

Zoltan Pfeiffer; He remembers him as an opposition
leafder, but doesn't know anything about him.

Tetvan Barankovics: Respondent says the smme about him
as about Pfeiffer.

Msgr. Josef Kosi-Hoxvath: Respondent doesn't hnow any=
thing about him,

Bels Fabian: Respondent remembers that he was a liberal
politician,pebhaps a Jew, b$e he says, who k now stages
the demonstmations in front of the United Nations.for
the Hungarian cause.



General Zsko: Respondent doesn't know anything of him.

General Ferenc Farkag de Kisbarnak: Respondent remembers
that he used to be €hief Scout,but doesn't know anything
else about him.

Otto of Hapsburg: Respondent laughs and says that he

is a soap-opera king who lives in the past instead of
in the present. And will have nothing to do with the

#inky future.

Admiral Horthy% He was a decent patriot and a great
military leader who was not well equiped to lead a
country. He was well meaning,but not a politician.

Asked what the exiles skmukdxxxyxi® tried to do for
Hungary respodent says that they tried to sasamimmimspread
the %uxx truth about Hungary,bul he expresses doubt

that they did very much.

Asked what they should have done he says that even
if they had done much it would have been just & drop
in the sea because the world does what it thinks is
wizx right and profitable for it more than it does
something out of sympathy for a poor little country.

A ked if he thought of the exiles during the revolution
he says: "I %mw thought of them because there were rumors
that they are coming to help us, and I certainl expected
them to come with arms.to # =k help us in our fXght."

C. Rasax Redefections:

Respondent says the redefectors were received in
Hungary with the greatest distrust by the Communists
and 90 pexr cent of them were robbed and jailed as
spies,

Asked why the Communists started the redefection
campaign he says that they had economic reasons as
well as the motive of revenging those who trged to
escape,

Asked what people thought of them:"If the Hungarians
could have send them messeges,we would have told them
to stay where they are."
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D. Exile tasks

The people in Hungary would like to know that the
exiles, he says, itry every way to help xkm to con-
vince the world that help is needed for Hungary and
for Eastexn Europe.

Agked what he thinks they skmX should know, he says,
“They should be told that they should keep their mouth
shut that they should keep their mouths shut and wait.
It is needless to keep £ighting. They should stage a
mock-surrender so tht Communists leave them alone."

Asked what the exiles should do now he says that
apparently they can do very little Xxksr more than
nothing. Demonstrations and picketing can achieve
very X% little he says. They are as much as a bubble.

He would not like to join an exile organization. He
thinks there is no efficient organization in exile.

Asked about various Hungarian political parties
respondent declines to answer because he g& claims
that he doesn't have the right picture to pass any
Judgement. '

About parties in exile he says that they xkmi should
not play parliament where there is no country.

Speaking of political parties revived during the
revolution he says,"Instead of facusing all their
attention at the fight with the Soviet troops,they
pulled us under too soon,"

E. Plans for the future.
Respoddent would like to go back to Hungary the
minute it is free.

He wants his children to learn Hungarian as well as
English if they can ever come to America,
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XIX. AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

A, Readio

Km Respondent listened to Radio Free Europe, to the
Voice of America, Spanish-Hungarian News, and to the
B.B.C, Hungarian programn.

Reception was best with Radio Free Europe, he says.
All stations were jammed he says.
He listened only to Hungarian broadcasts.

He listened usually every %8 Sunday and smkiy mostly
to Radio Free Europe.

He told others what he heard and they talked quite
freely among themselves; although only among themselves
in the plant.where he worked.

He listened mostly on his own set,but sometimes to
one of his friend'sd particularly a good set. It
was there that they listened to other stations than
Radio Free Europe,

He listened both alone and with others.

They listened cautiously and secretly. They put play
cards on the table $o that if someone came in the
could make believe they were playing cards.

about
Asked whuxiihm if he heard/Western broadcasts seconde~
hand he laughs and says, "You bet}"

Asked about dangers he says good sized jail terms
were given to those who were caught.

Asked if these dangers detered Eeople he answers:
"They were like Eve and the snake and the apple."”

Asked what he thought about Western broadcasts he
says that he liked them in the beginning mmixaxmfizr
but later he often found them quite boring and
particularly the fact i@k that there was only encouz-
agements but no agix actions.
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He didn't prefer any station to the other.

Asked about the accuracy of broadcasts he says
that done of them were 100 per cent,

Acked to compare them he says that there were so
little difference that he doesn't care to compare
them.

Asked about effects he says they hsd some effect
in the beginning,but later not so much.

Asked about the role during the revolution he says,
"You bet they did, I mean particularly Radio Free
Exuap Europe. People were listening to it day and
night and expected the announcement of an arms ship-
ment snd even troops, because we were fighting with
the arch-enemy of the free world. On November 4 I
heard myself on Radio Free Europe:*Just keeﬁ on
fighting for four more days!"™ And be sure that
people did fight for four and more days,but they
were let down."

Asked about Radio Free Europe in particular respondent
says that he liked it in the beginning of the revolution
but as they kept encouraging people with no results he
at long last came to k& hate it,

When he is told that some people have told that
Western broadcasts, and Radio Free Europe in par~
ticular, helped incite the Hungarien people by
holding out promises of Western help, he answers:
"No doubt those who claim this are right. And this
refers particularly to the period after November 4."

Asked if Radio Free Europe should continue to bxzms
broadcast into Hungary, he says,"Since I left Wumguy
Hungary I have no picture of how Radio Free Europe

is operating now, But if it keeps lying and misleading
people it should not, But ix if it changes for the
better then it's o.k,,but it should become completely
reliable.®

Asked what programs in particular should be broadcastd,
he says{that he liked particularly when the life of
American~Hungarians were described.
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He says that straight news should be broadcast above
all and no anti-Communist propaganda because people
are more anti-Communist than anyone else.

He is for broadcasting life in Western Europe and for
programs about life in the United States.

B. Free Europe Press leaflets
Respondent has no idea what the initials NEM stand for.

When he is told what the initials stand for he answers,
"We ktmak talked about resistance among ourselves in
the plant and among friends in the tavern quite a bit."

Askdd about the Twelve Demands, he xrs®gx answers Xak
that he read that m®k certain leaflet, but he doesn't
remembexr what it contained. It seeme to him that Hune
gary's independence and equality before law and freedom
were certainly among the demands.

C. More about Eree Europe leaflets

Respondent saw Free Eurdpe leaflets on two occasions,
He got them from people who commuted from the country-
side to the plant. The leaflets were circulated among
the workexrs at the plant.

He doesn't recall what the #maxwyx leaflets contained
except one of them had the Twelve Demands.

Fe saw leaflets only on these two occasions mentioned.

He has already told us that he read these leaflets
and handed them over to others because they mixuzis
circulated them among themselves,

He heard sometimes of Free Europe leaflets not only

of those which were circulated but that balloons

were captured by the authorities with all the leaflets
in them. And people shoke about them.

Speaking sbout the dangers he said that the person
who found such leaflets and who read them could
escape punishment by handing them over to the
authotities,but k if he didn't he was put into
internment camps. If he forwarded them to other
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people, he served a more severe term.

Asked w if the dangers cdeterred people he says that
it rather encouraged people, and even people who
handed them in retained a few ususlly. He thinks
that the wise arrangement, that it was printed with
small type, was good because they could not be
gspotted so easily.

Heknows of no changes.

His general attitude is desribed in the following:
"1f it had been to our disadvantage, Communists
would not have been so much against those leafflets.
But I thought they were just talk, and I had no
confidence that something would happen. Sometimes

T believed them and sometfimes I didn't. There

were others who always blindly believed the en-
couragements were backed up by preparations to

help us to liberate Hungary.

Asked about effects, respondent says that some
people thought a lot of them and others just
didn't care.

Asked the same question referring to the revolution
he says that they had no time to think of them
during the revolutdon.

Asked if %wk the FEP should continue to drop
leafilets into Hungary he says,"It depends if they
gean to back up thim their encouragements byactual
eeds.

Acked what should be stresses, respondent answers,
WR"BEfore the zevolution I thought that their aim
was the liberztion of Hungary,to join forces with
us if we rise. Now I don‘t know what to think and
tk so I couldn't suggest what they should stress
if they don't mean to liberate Hungary.

D. Goals of Western groups

Respondent mentions his profound disappointment when
he saw that encouragement was backed up by no facts,
He says that there were times when he even suspected
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the Free Europe Committee after the revolution was
crushed that they meant to trick Hungary into rising
and let * it be smashed by the Communists. ik But

he says he has not actually made up his mind. Reality
is so far removed from propaganda he says.

Asked about the different organizationshe says in
fuan final analysis they probably are the same.
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XX. CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

These are the most important things a child should

be taught according to respondent: "First of all,

the love of parents and of fellow~men and of religion.
1f these three are taught they are all-inclusive.®

Asked how a child should be disciplined, he says,

¥ "It depends on the situation in each family. Love
should be the most important factor in child rearing
and discipline should only be in addition to love.
The core of discipline should be discriminating be=-
tween good and wrong and good and bad. There are
children who can be taught by persuation. There are
others who have to be punished sometimes,even by
spanking them now and then. But other types of
punishment sre preferable, such as sending the
child to the corndexr, or to refuse him some toy or
entertainment he desires. For instance, not %o

let him go to a soccer game or to a movie or not

to give him pin money. Whatever it is that he
particularly likes to do."

Asked about the treatment for boys and girls, he
says that it depends on the individual. There are
tom-boy, sut stubborn girdés and there are fine,
cdelicate boys. :

Asked about changes ®y as the child gxmxx®m zxws
grows older, he says,"Children change much and
rapidly. Children who have a good up~bringing in
their early childhood are likely to need less
disciplining later. Most important is the very
early childhood. As the child develops his own
way of thinking, pdx pexsuation should play an
ever more important role.

Asked how he was disciplined, respndent savys:"I

was punished quite often, and there was always

& good reason for it. Once when I was perhaps

five years old I swore and my father who was sick
in bed shortly before his death hit my mouth with
his hand and told me I should never swexs swear.

We were very poor,particularly after my fahher died.
There were seven of us and mothexr was more than
busy earning the daily bread for us. Vhen I
committed any g mischief my mother usually learned
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about it too late and she punishec me sometimes
with a real good spanking. On one occasion she
bought me a good new suit when I was about ten
years old. Right then there was a circus in the
village and the carousels at that time were not
motor drivien, but boys volunteered to go wpsx
upstairs and turn them around. We had fun by
running around and %xumr turning the carousel,
add I was among those who did this. After we
turned it ten times we were permitted to have

a ride. I was very tired when I got home and
went fullysxm dressed to bed. Mother discovered
this in the morning and she spanked me thoroughly
with a belt and this time with the buckle end.

Respondent cannot decide who among people he knew
punished children who were six years old or older.
There were fathers, he seid, he were quicker to
punish a child and there were some mothers who
were quicker. In other families again the mother
covered up the mischief of the childrenjagain,

in dther families the mother waited for the

father to come and maxpxinz complained about the
children and the father did the punishing. There
were w2 even families, he says, where the mother
covered up the mischief of the children and when
the father discovered this, sometimes both mothex
and child received a few slaps. "I did this myself
because I wanted my children to be better than I
was myself, And I was disgusted myself that my
wife did not keep the child in stxict discipline.”

Respondent says that the age of the child was im-
portant in deciding who should spank it only in

the first years because the tiny tots were punished
by their mothers.

He doesn't know if this changes with social class.
Nor has he obsexrved any changes in the last ten
years.

Asked when punishment is abandoned respondent says
"x® Children who could not be taught decency and
honesty by the time they were 12 or 13,there wasn't
much hope left. But generally speaking, the zkzncimre
merk of punishment depended completely on the child.
Many children needed no more punishment afier they
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were eight years old. Their mental development was
the decisive factor. A few good words had much effect
in a great many cases. But there weee others who had
to be punished up to the ages of 14 and 15. It varied
greatly."

It was the same with girls, he explains,but he knew
even of mixis a £Xx girl of 18 who was severly
spxrkmd beaten by her parents because she had sexual
intercourse with a boy.

Respondent doesn't think this changed much with saza
gsocial classes.but rather with families.

Asked if Communism had brought about changes, he says
that it gave more license to children. Communism even
hampered parents in disciplining children because
children to file compdaints against their parents.

Comparing disciplingng in the first eight grades
before and during Communism respondent says that
X a general deterioration took place in the dis-
ciplining of childre. Before Communism, he says,
kneeling in coxrners mnd spanking were commonplace,
but then there were no more spankings in the
Commungst era. And such children whose mental
development was no advanced well enough took ad-
vantage of this and they misbehaved.

These are the characteristics he values most in a
friend: RXBinzmxiyyxxeXixki YSincerity, honesty,
reliability and lave for one's fellow~man. And
keeping one's promises."

Asked about changes in friendship under Communism

he says that one had two kinds of friends under
Communism: real, sincere friends, and those on.ly

out of interest. Like he had his_foremen as drinking
companions because he expected good ratings from
them, he expdains.
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XXI. CHARACTER DESCRIPTION

Respondent is about five feet tall and is a stockx
individual who could almost be decribed as fat. Kiks
sourdxfugexksxshaws He shows a round,balding head,

He has a short neck and wide shoulders. He apparently
is very muscular and strong. He has inquisitive,and
quite often impish,smiling eyes. If one can read
human faces to 2 mma¥sx modest extent it can be seen
that this man is full of distrust.toward others.

He is quite eager to talk and feels honored that his
opinions are heard. He has at times amazingly good
diction and ancient peasant wkexwkse wisdom, which
uses decriptive symbols to express his ideas mingled
with the lack of culture of a proletarian and the
fzng lonliness, bitterness, and distrust of a farm-
hand who became a worker in a city. This seems to

be reflected in the way he speaks sometimes with
great dignity and praiseworthy objectivity, and
sometimes with blind hatred, anger and distrusting
generalizations.

His frankness about his drinking (see chap. 16 H,)
and his "stealing a little, and lying a little" (see
chap. 7 B.) These frank admissions are duex xmu
sclely to the completely relaxed and friendly za
atmosghere in which I conduct interviews, and to

the confidence I developed in respondent., (Please
forgive my bragging but I justify it by the
necessity I feel exists for explaining his unusual
frankness.) But his £fx frank admisiions have tobe
teken seriously,

He happens to be the only anti-~Semite among those
I have interviewed. Inconsistent as he is in some
other points, he seems to be stubbornly consistent
on this point, First I tbought he demonstrated the
lack of coherence in his attitude toward the Jews
when he mentioned that land should be given to
Jews as well as to others(chap.14 b.)but a closer
scrutiny made it clear to me that he mentioned
this in oxrder to indicate that eccording to hhis
icdeas about Jews they don't earn their living by
hard work such as that of a peasant. It is inter-
esting to compare his anti-Semitiem blindness
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with a fairly considdrate attitude for Communists
because among them he see various groups and makes
a remark,when speaking of the AVO, that there "are
all kinds of pecple among them." He seems to have
no other personal experience with the Jews but that
his wife worked for a Jewish family whom they
apparently envied,because of their good fimancial
situation., On the other hand, he knew number of
Communists and he could experience the various
individuals. What he says about the Jews is
apparently the result of the murderous anti-Semitic
propsganda of the '40s perpetrated by the German
Nazis and their henchmen, the Hungarian Arrow Cross.

The bitter distrust which mingles with nobler quaiities
sometime manifests themselves in quick outbursts of
great anger during the talk and perticularly in cther
conversations I conducted with him after the interw-
view. In those outbursts sometimes he spoke utterly
rudely and told about his experiemces with utterly

rude swearing.

Other observations I made about him indicate that he

is very good tc people he considers friends and very
bad to those he considers enemies.

T RE “END




