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CHARACTER DESCRIPTION:

Respondent ig a 49-year old tallor with a very low
middle class background. He is short, stout, and
slightly hand of hearing. Respondent i1s very good
natured. His education ended with the eighth grade
and he is not very intelligent. Hywever, he does
have a great deal of common sense. Respondent 1s
very industrious and sometimes worked from 90-95
hours a week. He complains that, in the tailor's
shop where he 18 now employed, the other employees
are upset because he works much faster then they.
Keeping his meagre existence in Hungary in mind,

he is satisfied although he knows that he would
earning almost twice as much now if the trade union
were willling to admit him,
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II. MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM~UP QUESTION

"It is not a question of what Americans should know
now about the Hyngarian revolution, but rather what
5 they should have known at the time 1t broke out.
Had they known what the situation in Hungary was at
that time and what the Hungarilan people wanted, they
< probably would have come %0 our assistance - at least
sent us arms and ammunition.”
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CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES, ACTIONS, AT-
TITUDES AND EXPECTATIONS DURING THE REVOLUTION

A. " On October 22, I worked all day in my shop
and did not know that something unusuval would
happen the next dey.

"I did not hear about the demonstrations -- only
late in the evening on October 23. As usual, I
worked all day in my shop. Toward the evening, I
left my shop on Dohany Street and went to the Korut
which was three blocks away. I sew a large crowd
of people there, both young and old, male and female,
intellectuals and workers alike. They were singing
the Hungarian national anthem and the Kossuth songs.
The slogans they shouted were politically entirely
indifferent. For example, 'Long live Hungary!'
'Long live Kossuth Lajos!!'

"I saw many Hungarian flags, but none with the Com-
munist insignia.

"I was not able to clearly understand what was going
on. At first I thought that this was a demonstration
staged by the Communists. I realized that trouble
was brewing only when I heard Gero's speech over the
radio. I became very nervous and did not know what
to do. I was unable to concentrate on my work, al-
though my wife scolded me, gaying that the customers
will be wanting their suits.

"I usually worked until midnight or 1 A.M. On October 23,

- d was not able to work longer thar 8 P.M, T ran to

dlscuss the situation with some of my friends living
in the neighborhodd. Rumors had already begun to pour
in about what was happening in the e¢ity. I refused
to believe them. My friends and I agreed that Imre
Nagy would most probably form a new government and
this would be favorable to us. He was the one who
permltted us to re-open our shops. We expected a
coalition government to be formed. After S¢alin's
death, the Communists probably reslized his mistakes
and we thought that they would chenge thelr policies
entirely.
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"The gates ¢f the house were locked at 11 P.M.

My wife 1s a very timid person and she was nervous.
For her sake, I stayed at home and we went to bed
early -- at 10:30 P.M. ""

B. "Around midnight on October 23, we woke up to
the sound of shooting. Neither the ndghbors nor
we knew what this shooting was. Both my wife and
I were afrald and she was very nervous, Nobody
dared to go out in the streets to find out what
wag happening., DMost of us had lived through two
world wars and saw and heard enough of shooting.

"There were several people in the house who wers
working on night shifts, When they came home after
dawnthey told us what had taken place in the city.
After 12 years of Communist rule, it was, at first,
very hard to believe that we were free again. '

"On October 24, I was unable to work the entire day.

I had to go out into the streets and see what was
going on. When I saw what was left of Stalin's
statue, which had been dragged to the National Theatre
(not far from us), I had a feeling that all of this
would not end well. I was certain that the Russians
would not tolerate this. However, I hoped that the

UN and the Western world would interfere on our be-
half.

"There was no fighting then in our neighborhood. We
could hear the sound of hmawy shots and heavy guns
from & distance. I saw many people with rifles, sub-
machine guns and pistols. Most of them wers young
men, preobably industrial workers or students. They
had trucks, cars and motorcycles. They were coning
and going -- but we did not really know what was
going on in the ecity.

"On October 25 I saw that young children had also ob-
tained arms. I do not know where these arms came from,
It was sald that one of the Army barracks in Budapest
was supplying the civilians with arms and ammunition.
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"We also heard that the civilians had seized the
police headquarters on Harsfe Street and had ob-
tained arms there.

"I first heard the term, "Freedom Fighters," on
October 24, I do not know anything about how they
were organized. There must have been scme organi-
zation among them because I saw young people on
motorecycles coming and going and who were evidently
couriers.

"On October 25, the fighting had drifted to our
neighborhood. A young boy, not more than 12 years
old, threw something at a Russlan tank on the corner
of Doheny and Sip Streets and the tank exploded.

= heard about this from a friend who was there and
saw the whole thing happen.

"There 18 a large hospital on Szovetseg Street, not
far from us. Ambulances were coming and going,
bringing the wounded and also the dead. They were
very busy on the day the shooting in froat of the
parliament bullding occurred. A printer who lived
in our house had been there and told us in detail
about what he had seen. The AVH shot even at the
Russian tanks. More than 2,000 people were killed
there that day. A 20-year cld newspaper reporter,
who 1lived next door, was also killed there. A
doctor and an armed Frecdom Fighter came to break
the news to his grandmother. The{ also brought hils
personel belongings. The grandmother had a heart
attack when she heard the news."

C. "We first heard the news that the Russians had
ordered a cease-fire and were withdrawing thelr
troops from Budapest over the radio. We realized
that the Russians had suffered heavy losses in
Budapest and that their loss of prestige was even
greater. We felt, somehow, that the Russians would
not let this go unavenged. But we hoped that the UN
and the Western world would force Russla to with-
draw because, otherwise, 1t would "/ : mean war.

"Nothing of special interest occurred from the time
the Russians withdrew until November 4. I had a
few sults to finish for customers. I worked on
these but could not concentrate very well on my
work. Instructions had been given over the radlo
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to guard the gates of all bulldingse. The Lsmuks
tenants took turns and stood watch for two hours
at a time. I was very curious to know what was
going on and volunteered to stand guard Iin the
gateway even when it was not my turn to do so.

My wilfe did not want me to leave home because she
was very much afraild. The telephones were operat-
ing and I conducted all of my affairs by telephone
from home.

"We heard over the radlo and from people who were
coming to Budapest from the country that the Russlans
had stopped on the outskirts of the city and were en-
trenching themselves there. There were also rumors
that the Russians were changing their troops in Hun-
gary because the occupation troops, stationed for a
long time in Hungary, had proved to be unreliable.

"Early, on November 4, we awoke to the sound of heavy
guns. The women and children were immedlately evacu-
ated into the air raid shelter of the house. The
fighting continued for seven cays in our vicinity.
There were several large resistance centers in our
neighborhood and these offered stiff resistance.

The Freedom Fighters occupied a large State depart-
ment store bullding on Rakosl Street, a nearby cinema,
the police headquarters, and a printing shop. Our
neighborhood was heavily demaged by the {ighting.

"The Russians surrounded our nelghborhood with tanks
and the few tanks that the Freedom Fighters were able
to destroy, did not count much. We feared that the
Russians would wipe out the entire civilian populstion.

"One night, the Russlians burned out the department store
where the Freedom Fighters were barricaded. They shelled
the entire neighborhood with heavy guns, causing much

damage.

"The ghooting finally died down and the radio annocunced
when the civilian pcpulation was permitted to go out
into the streets to buy food, etec.
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"When the revolution was suppressed in Budapest,

I knew that retaliations and a general tightening

of Communist policy could be expected at home.

Around November 13-14, we already agreed that 1t
would be best to leave Hung . This was nothing

i new to us because since 1948 we had bean constantly
planning to leave Hungary and agreed that life out-
side Hungery would be much better for us., I had
relatives in the US and had been able to maintaln
contact with them all along.

"Oon November 19 at 11 A.M., my brother-in-law came
in to see us. He had contacted a truckdriver and
had given him five rooms of furniture to take him
and his family to the Austrian border (my brother-
in-law wes a cabinet maker and had very nice furni-
ture). He told us that we could go with him if we
wanted to. :

"The truck left Budapest three hours later. The
driver was a mine employee and had proper papers
for his truck. We were stopped two or three times
on the way by Russians, but they kt us pass.

"At nightfall, on November 20, we reached Sopron.
The driver hid us in an abandoned house. Later,
a smuggler (male) came who took us over for 2,000
forints and two wristwatches. There were 16 of
us, including two police men who we picked up on
the road."

D, "Despite the heavy losses that Hungary suffered
during the revolution, she succeeded in conslderably
weakening the Sovief power in Europe and has created
gregg Enpopularity for Communism everywhere in the
world,



e 51-M

w.

IV /10

EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING THE
REVOLUTION

A. "We knew that the West was unable to send us
troops because that would have meant war. Buft we
hoped that the Western world, especially the US,
would have sent us arms and ammunition. Had we
had the arms and the military equipment, the Hun-
garian revolution would have ended differently.”

B. "I expected the West to help us because the
Western world is opposed to Communism., It is in
the interests of the Western wald to abolish Com-
munism and to curb its expansion.,"

C. "I did not have any contact with any foreigners

before my escape to Austria."
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SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

A. "My father had been a bank runnephnd died in
1922. I was only 14 years old at that time, I
had two brothers and one sister. We lived simply
but fairly well. At one time we were even able
to keep a maid. My wife's mother was & building
superintendent. My father-in-law was a disabled
veteran of World Wer I.

"My mother only completed six years of grade school.
My fatﬁer's education was equlvalent to the eighth
grade.

B. "Under the Communist regime there were only two
classes -- the Communist upper class and the working
class., The Communist upper class consists of top
Party and government officials, AVH, and army of-
ficers. They are people who have much to lose if
Communism is overthrown in Hungary.

"The second large class is the working class, The
industrial workers, the peasents, and the intelli-
gentsla belong to this class. The intelligentsia
&lso includes business men, tradesmen, artisans.
This would be the equivalent of the middle class
in the pre-war years.

"I have had contact with practically all classes
and groups in Hungary.

"I think that the industrial workers were very
poorly paid, worked much and were distrustful of
every one. They were always in feer of losing
their jobs and were envious of others.

"The Hungarian peasantry was very much embittered
because of farm collectivization. They are very
much attached to their land. If their land is
returned to them, they will be most happy.

"The intelligentsia, and in general, the middle
class, worked because they had to live. Their
future seemed very hopeless. They lived fairly
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well and had been happy in the past; now they lived
in constant fear. I think this class was the hard-
est hit by Communism in Hungary.

"I consider myself to be a member of the middle
® class.

"In my opinion, the Hungarian peasantry got along
well, both with the industrial workers and the in-
telligentsia or middle class,

"The industrial workers disapproved of the farm
collectivization and realized that the future of
Hungary would depend entirely on the attitude and
conduct of the Hungarilan peasantry. The industrial
workers also valued the role of the middle class
and the intelligentsia and got along well with
then.

in

"The intelligentsia awg the middle class realized

its.. own importance in society but was democratic
in its mentality and got along well with the other
two classes.

"I did not notice any changes in the attitude of the
various groups during the ten years of Communism.,"

C. "From 1940 until 1953, I was compelled to give
up my tallor shop and to Join a co-operative. Here
I was able to experience that talent and know-how
did not matter much with respect to one's chances
of getting ahead. The most importyant factors in
X this were political views and class origin., A per-
son who had a big mouth was able to get ahead ex-
tremely well if he was a Party member and had the
roper class origin. The others who had skill but
M’ / ol Aﬁrgﬁmw good cadres had to do the work while
the others reaped the profits and the advantages.

A glight change in this respect occurred during the
first Imre Nagy government. At that time, more care
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was taken not to send shoemakers to bakery shops
and bakers to shoemaker shops. Class origin and
Party membership were not so important. The only
political requirement was that the person would
not be an enemy of the working class.

"As an individual, the person most likely to get
ghead in Communist Hungary 1is a careerist. He is
willing"to get ahead on the backs and shoulders of
others.

D. "In Hungery, the group thet got much more from |
Bociety than 1t deserved was the Communist upper- |
class. The members of this class lived extremely |
well. They had to be reliable Communists. Perhaps

a few talented sclentists, artists, and actors also

lived extremely well. They deserved to be rewarded

for their talent but, comparatively, they received

much more than their counterparts in other socleties.

Such talents were valued regardless of thelr Party

membership or political views. But, as soon as this

was possible, they were replaced by Communist cadres."”
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FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM

A. "During the past ten years, the family tiles in
our family became much more loosened than before.

I had been in partnership with my mm brother, but we
were forced to set up separate shope because, other-
wise, our taxes would have been too high. My sister,
who had been working for me, was forced to look

for another job. When I worked for the tailors' co-
operative, I was forced to remain overtime almost
every night for political dilscussions, etc., I would
come home late and my wife would quarrel with me.
She was very Jealous and suspected that I had been
running eround with women. My wife was also working
as a saleswoman in a Budepest department store. We
had no children.

"However, my family life was still much better than
that of other Hungarians. Fanilies practically fell
apart. The husband would be working on a night shift,
the wife on a day shift or, vice-versa. They would
gee very little of each other. As a result, extra-
marital sexual relations and divorces were more numerous.
The morals were also deplorable. Such slogans as,

'To bear children is the duty of a woman and an honor
for a girl,' were displayed. Fifteen-year old boys
would have affairs with l3-year old girls. Since

both parents would be working, they would have xm no
time to supervise the activities of thelr children.

The language the young people used was very deplorable.

"Our family fell apart in the sense that I was unable
to work together with my brother and my sister as be-
fore. However, in feeling, we were closer to each
other. We never had reason to fear each other. This
was probably more common in families where there were
children.

"I think that the first type of famlly was more common
after 1948, The family members grew apart and the children
became drawn away from the parents. This was most typl-
cal of Hungarian families during Communism.
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"The Hungarian Communists attempted to indoctrinate
the chlldren. The children were taught neither to
obey nor respect their parents should the parents
be enemies of the people. There were ceses where
children informed on their parents and had them
amested. Few very families were able to bring up
Their children in the same way as before the war.

"The Communist education and indoctrination of the
children did not affect us because we did not have
any children,"

B. "In courtships, the young people never requested
the permission of their narents, nor listened to their
advice. They met each other at their places of work
or at dances, parties, picnics, which were frequently
staged by the factories and youth organizations. The
young people were inclined to get married at en earlier
age than before and they considered marriages less
seriously. Sometimes, marriages did not last more
than a month. Divorces were numerous. Extra-marital
sexual relations, before and after marriage, were
frequent. It was not difficult to get a girl or

& woman,

"All of these changes can be attributed to the Com-
munist policy of emancipating youth and also to the
fact that the - parents had less time for their
children. The system of co-education also enabled

the young people of the opposite sexes to be togé:}her
more than before.

"Prostitution was officially abolished in Hungary.
However, there was large-scale secret prostitution.
Pollce raids yielded a large number of girls and

women who were willling to give themselves to any-

one for money, clothes, a supper, a theatre ticket,

or a good time. The secret prostitution was often
caused by loose morals, but very often, a girl or
woman was driven to this by hunger or by her inability
to buy herself clothes from her pay.
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"1 do not know whether Communists have more or leses
inhibitions in connection with their sexual life.
However, I do know that most of the top Communists
kept girlfriends. On one occasion, two employees
of the Hungarian Radio were gossiping about the
sexual affairs of the Communist mayor of Budapest.
Just by eccident, the room in which they were talk-
ing was switched on and every one in Hungary heard
about the affairs of the mayor. Nothing happened
to the mayor but the two employees were discharged.”

¢. "Many of my friends and acquaintances had joined
the Communist Party after 1948. There was no change
in our relations because none of them were Communists
by conviction. They Joined the Party only in order
to get ahead.

"However, if in such cases a friendship ceases, 1t
would probably be terminated by the Communlist friend.
It was not advisable for him to be seen in the com-
pany of class enemles.

"It was very difficult to continue a friendship under
an agreement where politics would not be mixed into
it. Politics were mixed into everything in Hungery.
Even when one spoke about the weather, politlcs were
brought into the conversation.”

D. "By juvenile delinquency, I mean common crimes
committed by young people. I think that juvenile
delinquency increased under Communism., Crimes com-
mitted against "peoples' property" were punished
very severely. For exemple, aximiine an employee
of a tailor!s co-operative who economized on thread
and saved several spools and sold them to a tallor
friend, received seven years' punishment for this
ect. At the same time, in the next court room, a
young boy was sentenced to only five years imprison-
ment for murdering and robbing his father.

"I have not heard about hooligans, only about the
jampecs. The jampecs were young people, usually
from 15, 16 to 22 years of age. They imitated
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American fashions and liked American dences. AL
one time they received much criticism in the Com-
munist press. The Jampecs behaved the way they
did because, in a certain sense, 1t was opposition
to Communiem and also because it was prohibilted.
The forbidden fruit alweys tastes better.

"The behavior of the young people was often regarded
with disfavor by their elders. Very often the parents
did not like what their children were doing but could
do nothing against 1t."
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RELIGION

A. "From 1949 to 1953, one was afraid of being
seen in church, If one wanted to go to church,

it was advisable to go to another section or
district of Bwlapest where one was not known.

If one was seen going to church, he was lmmedli-
ately termed a iclerical reactionist' and 'un-
reliable.!' This often would mean that one would
lose his job. Many people did not dare to get
married in church. Where only the civil ceremony
was performed, the couple would often have a sense
of inadequacy and devise some way of getting married
in church secretly.

"The Catholic Church was the hardest hit by Communlsm
in Hungary. Thls can be explained by the fact that
the Catholic Church is the largest and often, the
strongest opposition against Communisnm.

"I think that religion was a bulwark against Commmunism
in Hungary. Religlon and faith in God are incompatible
with Marxism."

B. "My parents were neolog Jews. There were much
more religious than I am. I go to the synagogue
only twice a year on the death anniversary of my
parents. I do not know Hebrew and do not know

any Jewish prayers.

"I think that the average person in.Hungary was less
religious than I am.,"

C. "The ideal relatiors between Church and State are
co-operation and non-interference. Churches should
be allowed to exercise censorship over books, plays,
and cinemas. But this censorship should apply only
to the church members and not to the public in general.

"The church schools and educational institutions should
be restored to the churches. I do not think that the
churcheg should take an active part in politics.”
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D. "Only the Jews who were not Communists were
hurt by Communism. The Communist Jews were not
affected. This was only seemingly so because

there is anti-Semitism even in the Soviet Union.

"The Communist government nationalized Jewish
church institutions and took away the money of
Jewlsh organizations and kept them under the same
tight control as other religions.

"The Jews in Hungary were more in favor of Commu-
nism than the Christians. They feared that the

end of the Communist regime would result in fascism
which would bring pogroms. For this reason, they
thought that it would be better to remain Communist.

"Most of the Jews were businessmen, merchants, or
industrialists. UWhen commerce and industry were
nationalized, they were affected materially. The
Jews did not want the return of the Horthy regime.
They would pxefmrrxas have preferred the Austro-
Hungerian Empire which existed before World War I.

"The Jews were not in favor of Communism. They only
mede a compromise with it. Any Jew who was considered
a Communist by conviction wag considered to be a fool
by the other Jews.

"Many Jews were members of the Hungerian Communist
Party. Thelr average, perhaps, does not exceed the
average of Christians in the Party.

"During the revolution I had met with no Jew who was
not glad that the revolution had broken out. They
were only anxlous lest the revolution turn into anti-
Semltic pogroms. When the Imre Nagy government was
formed, many Jews immediately opened their stores
and shops. Thls proves that they had confidence in
the Imre Nagy government.

"Many of the young Jews took part in the fighting.
The son of a close friend of mine was seriously
wounded during the revolution. He fled from the
hospital, although he was seriously wounded, when
Russians and interpreters came to question the pa-
tients in the hospital.
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"I think it is an exaggeration to say that the Hun-
garlian Jews are afraid of an independent Hungary.
They are only afrald of pogroms and Auschwitz. The
concern of the Jews can be explained by the fact
that most of the Hungarian top Communists were per-
sons who had been born Jews. We never liked to see

any Jew in a top political mmxtitsmx role.”
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VIII. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A. "By Hungarian youth we mean the young people
from 17, 18 to 28 years of age."

B. "The Hungarian youth played an important part
in the revolution. The young people were the very
soul of the whole movement. The Communist regime
favored them. Nevertheless, they were the first
ones to take arme against the Communists. They
probably saw very well how miserable a life their
parents were forced to lead.

"The youth was forced to take the lead in the revo-
Jution and not the elder generations because the
people who had lived through two world wars were
tired, insensible and had lost hope. Youth, in
general, 1ls always most enthusisstic.

"During the rewiution, the older people were very
enthusiastic and approved of the actions of the
youth. Only a few people who lived well and were
afraild that with the fall of the Communist regime
their favorable positions would cease, were against
the young people. On the whole, the older peOple
approved of what the young people were doing."

C. (Not applicable because respondent has no
c¢hildren. )

D. "It 1s difficult to say what youth's reacticn
to Communist indoctrination was. Seemingly, many
of the young people were affected by Communist in-
doctrination. However, 4t was difficult to tell
what was sincere and what was meke-believe., The
revolution finally proved that indoctrination had
failed and that the Hungarlan youth had rejected
Communism,

"Communist indoctrination falled because the youth
recelved a compulsory overdose of it. The more
seminars they were forced to attend, the more con-
vinced they became that Communism was a fraud.
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"Seemingly, at one time or another, all social
classes and groups were affected by the Communist
indoctrination of youth. However, the young people
never really sympathized with Communismf despite
Communist attempts to gain their favor."
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IX. MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERYDAY LIFE

A, "I was dissatisfied with the llies one read in
the paper. The propaganda in connection with work
. competition was irritating. You saw politics every-
. where you went.

: "I had much trouble with taxes. When I thought that

4 I had earned 2,000 forints, it turned out that I had
to pay 3,000 in taxes. Another source of constant
irpitation was the fear in which we lived. You never
knew when you would be arrested on false charges only
because somebody coveted your home."

B. "Other people complained about low wages and the
general poverty in which they lived. Every one was
ra%gedﬁ Clothes were a very difficult problem to
solve.



THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A. "In 1045, I was freed from a German concentration
camp and I had to start life anew. I opened my tailor
Shop and started to work. Until 1948-40, I lived well
and was always able to buy myself somethinzg. When the
lean years of Communism came, I was always forced to
sell gradually what I had acquired in the first post-
war years.

"Our food was not too good. My wife complained bitterly
that she had to stand ° 4in line for hours to buy a few
eggs. We were not able to afford meat more than once

or twilce a week. Our meals consisted mostly of coffee,
bread, beans, potatoes and other vegetables. We did
not have pastry or cake very often. The food we ate
cannot be compared at a2ll with the food we are eat-

ing now.

"Clothes were the less difficult problem for us. I
am a tallor and was able to buy left-over textiles
at a comparatively low price. I made 211 of my own
¢ lothes and most of my wife's clothing,

"Our housing was satisfactory. We had two rooms.
One of these rooms was my work shop.

"It was a luxury to buy oranges at 36 forints a kilo-
gram, or chocolates at 20 forints for four ounces.
Such luxuries we could only afford onee or twice a
year. It was also a luxury to buy a pair of crepe-
soled shoes made to order. That would have cost
about 800 forints. That was something I could never
afford in Hungary. We were never able to go away
for a vacation, Before the war, we spent every
summer on lLake Balaton.

"Food problems caused us the most difficulty.

"Before 1945 I had a very good shop. Many customers
came and I had a large stock of suit materials. I
worked a great deal but also earned a great deal.

Our pre-war standerd of living camnot ba compared with
what 1t was like after the war.
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"From 1948 until 1956 our standard of living

was equally low. There was a slight impSyvement
in 1953. After that, our taxation was more toler-
able. Our standard of living was the loweset in

1949-52.

"From all of our acquaintances, one friend probably
lived better than anyone else I knew. He worked in

a factory and only earmned 1,000 forints & month.

At the same time, he spent from three to five thousand
forints. He had a three-room well furnished apart-
ment and his wife did not work. They had cne child.
He could afford a motorcycle. They spent much time
on Lake Balaton. Later, I found out that this man
was & member of the black market ring selling Doxa
watches which had been smuggled into Hungary.

"The extremely low standard of living in Hungary wes
caused by the labor competitions and low production
norms. The workers earned practically nothing."

B. "In 1956 my average monthly income wasg 1,500
forints. I paid 18 forints a month in trede union
dues; the compulsory government loans amounted to
only 300 forints which had to be paid in four monthly
installments. I did not receive any premium or extra
pay and I had no secondary source of income. Untill
1053, my wilfe was also employed as & sales woman in
a department store. For reasons of health, she was
forced to give up her job,

"My income increased in 1953 when I left the tailor's
co-operative and opened & shop of my own.

C. "We did most of our purchasing in the Kozert
focd stores. Not everything was obtainable in the
private stores which operated after 1953. The
private stores were able to sell only frults and
vegetables. They were not able to sell eggs, lemons,
sugar, flour, etec.
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"We did not buy any foodstuffs on the open markets.

"There was a considerable difference in price in

the Kozert stores versus privately owned stores,

The Lozert stores were able to sell for much less
than the private stores. However, the merchandise

in the private stores was always better, even if

the price was somehow higher. There was an inclina-
tion on the part of the public to buy in the private .
stores whatever was obtainable there,

"I do not know exactly what the price differences
were nor do I know in what years were these dif-
ferences greater. Most of the purchasing had been
done by my wife.

"Textile goods could be obtained only in government
stores. The same applies to ready-made shoes, hoslery,
shirts, and other apparel. Yrom year to year, the
quality of these goods was always declining.

"It very often happened that certain articles which
were needed in the villages were avallable only in
the city and vice versa. This was not always the
result of bureaucracy. Sometimes, it was done in-
tentionally. Had all of these goods been sent to
the placeswhere they were required, they -  would
have been an acute shortage in them. I was told
thils by & friend who was working in the Ministry

of Commerce.

"There was great difficulty in getting spare parts.
From time to time, there were shortages in foodstuffs.
The better quality goods were always much more dif-
ficult to get. There was never any shortage in so-
called 'type goods.' But sometimes, even toilet
paper was hard to get.

"Not much was heard sbout black market operations
because they were dangerous, Black market operations
were conducted in secret among good friends and ac-
quaintances. In general, the Back market prices were
lower than the regular retaill prices. For example,
one was able to buy a Doxa wrist watch for T00-300
forints. Thls same watch would cost 1,200 forints

in a jewelry store.
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"I do not think that salesmen or store keepers

ever dared to ask a higher price for goods which
were difficult to get. There were, however, under
the counter deals when and if the customers were
considered reliable by the store keeper or sales-
man. For example, at one time it was very difficult
to get lining material. I had a friend who wes a
aalesman in a textile store. He geve me lining
material regularly. I paid him an extra 10 forints

per yard.

"Black market operations were very dangerous. If
one was caught, one was lliable to sentenced from
five to 15 years' imprisonment.”

D. "I usually started working at 7 A.M. and worked
until midnight. I took time out only for lunch and
supper. I worked from 90 to 95 hours a week. I
like my trade very much. Under normal conditions,
it is very profitable. I worked entirely at home,
keeping only one apprentice. Hungerian tailors are
regarded as good craftsmen everywhere in the world.

"Although I had been self-employed since 1953, I was
a member of the Hungarlan Socialized Medical Service.
I received free medical care and had only to pay 15
per cent of the medicine bill. I was satisfled with
the medical service.

"I never took part in the Hungarian trade union veca-
tion program.

"At one time, pensions pald by the government were ex-
tremely low. I have a 55-year old sister who, before
1053, received only 200 forints per month pension.
After the first Imre Nagy government, she received
550 forints a month."

E. "In Communist Hungary, I would prefer to live in
Budapest and not in any provincial town or in the
villages. I am bound to Budapest by my trade. I
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think that the agricultural workers had a better
diet than the city workers. Life in the country
wag generally cheaper than in the city. However,
it cannot be sald in general that the standard of
living was higher in the country than in the city.
This varied according to districts.

"Politically, it was probably easler to live in the
villages during the Communist regime in Hungary.
People were less conspicuous in the villages than
in the cities.

"When collectivization of farms was first introduced
in Hungary, I disapproved of it. I was certain it
would bring no good. Exmpyticirngommidxis I was
certaln that prices would go up and we would be
compdled to work more in order to live.

"My present opinion of collectivization of farms
karzrmexeivmged remains the same.

"I think that richer peasants, the kulaks, protested
more against the collectivization of farmlands than
the poor peasants or the landless agricultural workers.

"I have not heard about farm co-operatives being dis-
solved.

"In an independent Hungary, I favor free agzriculture
and the free marketing of agricultural erops.”
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THE POLITICAL LIFE

A. "Before 1948 I was not much interested in
politics. This is something I do not know much
about and therefore, I left this to others who
were better educated than I am.

"After World War II, in 1945, I joined the Social
Democratic Party. I did not know much about the
program of the Social Democratic Party but it
seemed better than the Communist Party. I have

no political views -- all I want 18 to be let
alone and allowed to make a living,

"In 1918~19, Communism in Hungary did not differ
much from the Rakosi regime. Bela Kun was the
same kind of gangster that Rakosi is.

"During World War II, we did not know that the
underground movement was Communist. We thought
that it was Social Democratic.

"After World War II, I disliked Communism from
the very beginning, I was freed from & Cermen
concentratbn camp by Russian soldiers in 1945,
When they called me a bourgeois because I had

an apartment of my own, I immediately realized
that Communism was not for me.

"My opinion of the Hungarian Communist Party
changed considerably after 1948. I did not
think that they were such scoundrels as they
proved themselves to be."

B. "No honest and intelligent person can ever

be a Communist.-- that is, & Communist by con-
viction. There are people who join the Party
because they want to get ahead or because they

ezre afraid of losing their jobs. There are some
misled, well-meaning people in the Party but there
are also many makmwaizwk evil-faced Party members,
The judge would give them ten years by just looking
at them.
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"I have had contacts with/all sorts of Party members
during the three years I/was a member of the tailors!'
co-operative. It is my bpinion that even the most
loud-mouthed Communists . . secretly at Communism
and did not belleve in it. For example, Tamas Aczel,
one of the most caustic Communist writers in Hun-
gary, had been a customer of mine for years. The
Communists gave him a villa and a car of his own.

He was able to keep a very expensive looking girl-
friend and was & manager of a printing enterprise.
Nevertheless, in private, he volced opinions which
were the exact opposite of what he wrote  for

the public.

"Party policies changed constantly during the last
elght years, There was an immediate notable change
after Stalin's death. A change in poliey dways re-
flects the struggle for power within the Kremlin.
There were differences of opinion also in the Com-
munist Parfy in Hungary, namely, between the Rakosi
group and Imre Nagy and his followers.

"Party morale, as such, never existed in the Com-
munist Party. The large masses of Party members
were entirely indifferent Zmx or secretly agalnst
what the Party said. Only during the Rakosl ere
were they able to express their opinions. When
they finally mustered enough courage to speak their
minds, it turned out that the Party members who had
been most diligently applauding the Party leaders
had always disapproved of Party policy.

"I think that the top leaders of the Huyngarian Com-
munist Party are manlacs who crave power. They are
entirely puppets who cannot do anything which is
contrary to Moscow's wishes. To a cerbtain extent,
they are compelled to do what they are doing.

Should they hold different opinions, or revolt against
Moscow, they are immediately liquidated. Their pri-
mary purpose is to strengthen Communism in Hungary
and help spread i1t to all parts of the world. They
want to enslave the entire world and to enjoy more
power. Thelr primary aims are power, but all the
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advantages of power are also important to them., It
is very difficult to separate moral and materlal ad-
vanteges. Some of them may have true convictions,
but it is difficult to say who they are. I think
they are evil people. It is hard to believe that
they do not know what they are doing. Whether they
have personallty or not is indifferent -- thelr per-
sonalities must be suppressed.

"If Hungary i3 independent, it would be a pity ©o
execute the top Communist leaders. It would be
much better to sentence them to life imprisonment
and compel them to work under the same treatment
that they are giving the prisoners at home,"

C. "There has always been resistance against Com-
munism in Hungary. Little is known about the more
important forms of resistence. From /i time to
tine Znegroorme there were show-window trials in
which aristocrats, peasants, sbudents, workers,
were glven stiff sentences for conspiring the
overthrow of the Communist government. There
probably were many conspiracies which were either
not made public or not even uncovered by the AVH.

"Workers in the factories and peasants in the country-
gsides tried to commit acts of sabotage but these were
extremely dangerous and suspiciocus. TVery often, the

AVH would send agentsg provocatevrs who themselves
would start some consplracy only to get othersin trouble.

"However, there was always grumbling and dissatisfaction
among the population.

"The Hungarian revolution had proved that these acts
of resistence were effective. Without them, reslstance
would have died out long ago in Hungsry.

"Oppositlion behavior was more intense or more frequent

at such times as, for example, when the productinn norms
were increased, prices were raised, or when the compulsory
government loans came out.

"I do not knmow anything about the sctivities of the
Hungarian intellectuals. I have heard about the
Petofi Circle only during the revolution.”
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XII. THE APPARATUS OF POWER

A. "Young peasents and workers, end children of
reliable Party members were appointed to the AVH.
In the apartment bullding where we lived previously
in Budapest, there was an AVH first lieutenant. He
was a very sympatheti¢ man. In 1049 he wag de-
prived cf his rank and thrown out of the AVH be-
cause he concealed the fact that his brother had
been a top member of the Hungarian Fasecist Party.

"In the apartment house on Dohany Street where we
lived at the time of the outbreak of the revolution,
there lived an AVH major. He had been a shoemaker

in the village of Monor, not far from Budapest.

Before the war he was a member of the Social Democratic
Party; after the war he came to Budapest and was as-
signed to the politicael police. He was a very level-
headed man but not very intelligent. His son was also
an AVH officer., I believe he held the rank of first
lieutenant. The boy's sister and brother-in-law were
also AVH officers. The brother-in-law had attended

& two-year training course in Mpscow and had been as-
signed to commande the & AVH force in Gyor. During
the fighting, only the mother and da2lghter were at
home. They did not dare to leave their hmmmmx apart-
ment. The major eand the first lieutenant came home
only after the Russians had returned. The brother-
in-law, who was the commander of the AVH in Gyor,

went over to the Freedom Fighters when it seemed that
they were winning. When the Russians returned he went
back to the AVH.

"I do not know of any AVH officers who had pangs of
consclence or who wanted to leave the service., I
do know, however, of several cases where people were
dismissed from the AVH. Sometimes they were merely
transferred %o the Blue Police force or some other
government job.

"When Hungery regaeins her independence, every AVH
officer, who, according to acceptable evidence had
commitbed atrocities or other acts of injuatice,
should be sentenced to hard labor and be glven the
same treatment as the presmakxir Freedom Fighters
are recelving now in Hungary.



51-M
H

X11/33

"There was an enormous difference between the AVH
and the regular police force. I am unable to say
to what extent Communism effected the efficiency of

the police force. I think that The police force
under the Communilst regime was not as efficient as
during the papt reglme. There may have besn some
corrupbion, especially among the police who handled
econonic crimes,

"During the revolution, the vast majority of the
officers and men in the regular police force sided
with the revolution. The Communists had not con-
sidered them reliable for years."

B. "I think that the courts in zeneral were just
under the Horthy regime. For example, I was able
to win a law suit against my wealthy employer when
I was only an apprentice.

"The People's Courts were organized in 1945 and
operated until 1947. They tried political end
war crimes cases. How could they have been just?
The lay judges were assigned by the political
parties. Many of them had not more than four
years of formal eéeducation.

"The major war criminals were gullty beyond doubt.
However, the other sentences often were too severe."

C. "I know about the conduct of the army during the
revelution only from hearsay. I have heard that the
army behaved itself very decently and immedlately
sided with the revolution. I 4o not know of any
differences in the conduct of the various army groups
which could be attributed to geographical loceation,
to the ranks of the officers and the enlisted men,
or to their class origin. Even among the top army
officers mmxmx there Were many who had served under
the Horthy regime mmerendxiiedte e pErmExkioERs
and sided with the revolution. General Pal Maleter
was one of these.

"The fact that some units sided with the revolution
while,dld not, can be attributed only to the ability

OTHE RS
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of the cémmunist officers in meintaining control
over the wnit.

"I was very much surprised by the conduct of the
army. I was certein that it would be loyal to
the government.

(The rest of this sub-sectlon is not applicable
because respondent had not served in the army at
any time,)

D, "What happened in 1848 had been long forgotten

by the public in Huhgary. The unpopularity of the

Russians in Hungary c¢an be attributed only to theilr
conducet in 1944-45,

The first lmpressions of the Russian Army were very
good, However, their subsequent atrocities frightened
me. They killzad my brother in 1945.

"T have had no contact at all with the Rugsian oc-
cupying forces after the war, before the war, or
during the revolution.

"T saw Russian tanks decorated with Russian flags
on the day of the Parliiament Squere incident. I
know only from hearsay that Soviet soldiers helped
Rusgsians, refused to obey their superiors, fought
on the side of the Hungarians, end fought agalnst
the AVE or each other. I have not heard of any
cases of individual brutality on the part of the
Soviet soldiers ageinst Hungartins."

E. "Sometimes there were goverrment officials who
were willing to help a person in trouble and to
disregard government regulations and rules. However,
they did not do this for altruistic reasons -- only
for material gains."
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F, "If one had the right contacts and had money
almost everything was possible in Communist Hungary.
Bven ministers could be bribed. TFor example, there
was Minister Vas. His girlfriend was the wife of
& business man dealing in chocolates. As long as

A it was posgible, Vas acquired Uhe necessary export

- and import licenses for his girlfriend's husband,
When the nationalization of industries occurred,

- Vas obtained passports for his girlfriend and her

¢ husband and obtained permission for them to take
out: all of their furniture, art treasures, silver-
ware, ebe. from Hungary. It was rumored that with
mueh money even AVH afficers could be bribed.

"If any person was caught trying to bribe an official
or any officlal were cauvght accepting a bribe, they
would be sentenced to five years®' imprisonment."

G. "Most of the top officers in the AVH belonged
£o the so~called 'new iIntelligentsia.' They were
either peasants or workers who were clever enough
to learn the most essential things that their new
professions required. Otherwise, they could not

be called intelligent.

"The siﬁuation within the top army leadership was
exactly the same as in the AVH,

"I do not know what the top army leadership of the
Soviet Union wes like.

fiThe situation was somewhat better in the Hungarian
public adminstration. Here, less people were dis-
missed than in other branches of the government.
The majority of the mffimwrxs public administretion
officials who had served under the previous regime
were very intelligent and had vast experilence ln
public administration.”
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XIXIY, ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FCR HUNGARY

A, "If the Western world does not help us, there
will be no change in Hungary. We have soored a

¢ great moral victory in the revolutlon but, bhe

. final outcome has brought no politicel concessions.
The Soviet Union is such a big country and is so

g stgong that we cannot do anything against 1t our-

- selves.

"Reslstance will continue in Hungery but will bring
no results, The forms of resistence will differ
but there always be resistance.

"Kadar will remain in power as long as the Soviet
Union can use him. I think that the Communist

policy in Hungary will revert to the Stalin line

of 1948-52, One of the concessicns made by Kadar

s0 far will be kept. For example, he has even
abolished the Kossuth orest. What will happen
outside of Hungary is difficult to say. The leaders
of the Soviet Union are bandits who never keep their
word or promises.

"I hope that by economic sanctione the Western world
will be able to force the Soviet Union to liberate
the satellite countries.

"I have always hated war but if peace and freedom can
be restored to the world only through a war, then

let there be war even if 1% would mean the loss of

my oun life,

"I do not know how the people at home feel about
this. Probably, about half of the people say that
life in its present form is unendurable and prefer
war to the present conditions. The k& other half
is weary. They say that there has been enough
bloodshed in Europe.

"It is a difficult question to answer whether I
would prefer an atomic war even if 1t meant the
possible use of atomic weapons, atomic bombs in
Hungary. I am not now in Hungary. Therefore,
I cannot say that I prefer war. However, if I
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WERE
'f‘f% Hungary, I would not mind riaking my own life

1f it meant the and of Communism.

"It 18 my firm conviction that Communism can be
overthroun only by war. I would be better if this
could be achieved Fhrough diplomatic means. If the
senators of the US think that war can be avolded,
then, I believe them. However, I only hope that
they are right."

B. "In 1045, life in Hungary was gradually being
regtored to normal. There was an inflation but,
it lasted only for a short time. By 1948 the Com-
munists were gredvally taking over, At that time
I hoped that the nationalization of industries
would not affect the small tradesmen and crafts-
man as Rakosi hed promised us. Regrettably, three
days after his promises were made, the nationali-
zation of industries and even of small tradesmen
and artisans was carried imxmEfszi into effect.
After 1948, the fomlgn radio broadecasts slways
kept our hopes elive. The numerous conspiracies
which had been uncovered by the AVH also made us
hope thet one conspiracy would not be uncovered

by them and would succead. There was always some-
thing to hope for, If there had not been anything
xﬁf go hgpe for, every one would have committed

B e del
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SCCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

A, "In Hungary I would like to see free trade

and an economic system where everyone is able
to make a falr living. Something like the so-
cialism in Sweden would be ideal. There, labor
is always worth more than material. It is all
the same to me whether there are rich people,
millionaires, or if everything is owned by the
state. Oniy, I do not want Communism. I want
freedom and I want free trade. Whether the
government be 2 republic or a monarchy is all
the same to me."

B. "Hungary is an agricultursl country and for
this reason, the main emphasis should be placed
on agriculture. Industry is of secondary im-
portance, The heavy industry serves only war
purposes. It is an unnecessary burden. We do
not want guns and tanks; insteacd, 1t would be
better to manufacture cars and motoreycles or
bioycles -~ instead of tanks, it would be better
to manufacture tractors.

"Iy the Communist regime were overthrown, it
would be impossible to give back everything o
every one., It would ba advisable to form some
sort of stock company and some of the stocks
should go %o the workers who work in the enter-
prises or rfactories.

"I think that all co-operative farme should be
dissolved, The government should get back what
it invested in these co-operative farms.

"The govermment farms should elso be dissolved.
Thelr lands should also be distributed among the
peasants in the course of a land reform. Ex-land
ogngra % should also get back some of their land,
at least.

"I do not approve of any form of nationalizatlon or
government ownership. Neither do the people I had
assoclated with in Hungaxy.
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"I think the government should allow free agri-
culture. The peasante at home know more about
farming than the government experts who prepare
the agricultural plans. There sghould be no
compulsory deliveries of crops and the peasants
should be allowed to sell their crops on the
free market.

"I do not think that the government has any busi-
ness in setting & maximum limit to the amount of
land any one person or family may own,

"If were to choose between a dictatdwship with
e fair standawd of living and & democracy with

v pExatt guaranteed stand-
ard of living, I would sbill prefer democracy.
I prefer %o live in peace, even if I do not
live ag well in exile. -

"I would not be in favor of abolishing the Com-
munist Party in Hungary. I would mmks let them
make themselves ridiculous. I do not think that
even before the revolution, in a2 free election,
the Communists would have recelived as much as
two per cent of the popular vote. Now, after
the revolution, they would not even recelve that
much."

C. "A neutrality like Austria's would be most
ideal for Hungary. If Hungary wants to live in
peace, she should be independent and neutral.

"I do not want even cultural excahnges with the
Soviet Union. During the 12 yeers we had cul-
tural and economic relations with the Soviet
Union, we were retarded 50 years in our prog-
ress. I have been using e handkerchief prac-
tically since The day I was born. Most of the
people in the Soviet Union to date do not know
what a handkerchief looks liile. I do not want
economic relations with them either. Everything
the Soviet Union has 1s obtainesble elsewhere.
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"If the other countries of Eastern Europe are able
to cast off Communism, then they too, will be a-
gainst it. In that case, cultursl and economic
relations with other Eastern European countries
are poseible and desirable. With Western Europe
and especially with the US, Hungary should con=-
duct close economice, cultural relations but no
military relations at all., Military agreements
would be rendered impossible by Hungary's strict
neutrality.

"I have heard of plans for a Pan-Europe but not
for & Danubian Federation. I do not know much
ebout such a federation and am unable to give
you my opinion on 1t.

"I am not at all satisfied with the Hungarian
boundaries. The peace treates after World War I
were entilrely unjust. Hungary should regain all
of the territories she logt after World War I.
However, these territorial adjustments should bhe
accomplished only by peaceful means and not by
war.

"I think that cnly in Transylvania is there cause
for concern because of the Hungarisn minorities'
sltuation.

Both

"fm the questiors of boundaries and minorities are
very important not only to me but to everyone in
Hungary and not only for Patriotic reasons but for
economic reasons as well."



FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION

A. "Before the revolution I did not know any-
thing about Khrushchev's secret speech at the
20th Party Congress. I have not heard anything
about Senator McCarthy or the Un-American Activi-
ties Committee.

"I read or heard something about the fall of Peron
but I do not exactly know what. I knew that he
was dictator in South Amerilca.

"We 4id not know much about Rakosi's private life
before the revolution. It was rumored that he
was living in a luxurious villa in Buda and was
very clogely guarded. It was sald that he liked
women very much."

B. "While I was in Hungary I received most of my
information from the Hungarian newspapers and radio,
from foreign radio brpadcasts, and from friends and
acquaintances. The most mf important of these
sources were the foreign radio broadcasts; second
in importance was the news acquired from friends.

"Among friends we discussed both foreign and domestic
news. One was constantly on the lookout for news

and acquired everything possible. We had to be care-
ful inasmuch &s we could talk about news only among
reliable friends. Some of the people, by their very
nature, were inclined to exaggerate news and pul much
wishful thinking into what they had heerd or read."

D. "I heard for an hour or an hour-and-a-half every

day, usvally in bed before going to sleep. I also

read a great deal on Sunday afternoons when I did ‘
not work. - ;

"Before and during the war, I read (cegularly the
following newspapers: Rassay's 'Esti Kurir!, the
Pesti Naplo, The Reggell Ujsag, and the Az Est.

I also leafed through foreign magazines. Thls was
necessary for my trade. I wanted to see what the
latest fashion was abroad. I do not understand any
other language than Hungarian but my sister spoke
English and French and she translated what I was
interested in for me.
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"I read the Hungarian translations of foreign
classles and modern wrlters as well., I also
read very many detectlve stories. I found
them very restiul.

"In general, before and during the war, I was
satisfied with what I was able to read. At
that time it was possible to get anything .
one wanted,

"After the war there was only one daily news-
paper in Hungary and that was Szabad Neg. All
the other newspapers published practically the
same things Szabad Nep wrote. I also regularly
read the Nemze';l Sport because I was interested
in sports and athletics.

"I wag mostly interested in the sports results
published in Szabad Nep. News of Party life
and paper competition and production records
did not interest me. The political news in the
Szabad Nep served only one purpose -- 1t was

a basis of comparison for the foreign radio
broadcasts.

"I did not believe the statistlcal reports pub-
lished in the newspapers., I think that the
exact opposite of what they printed was true.

"I believe tha® publications from the Soviet
Union and othe: satellite countries were availl-
able in Hungary but since I did not spesk any
other language than Hungarian I was not inter-
ested in these.

"Some French, Itallan and English -- also German --
Communist newspapers were avallable ln Hungary.

I did not read them but my sister bought them
sometines. I do not remember the names of these
newspapers.

"I do not know of any illegal publications from
the West. Books which had been placedon the index



XV
51-M

L

XV/43

were passed on from hand to hand and exchanged
among friends frequently. All of the books that
were placed on the index had been withdrawn from
the public librertes and from stores, I had a
friend working for a State publishing company
who told me that their cellar was full of books
which had been placed on the index. He told me
that the premises where these books were kept
were locked and sealed. I requested him to bring
me some, but he was not willing to do so.

"Most of the people did not surrender their books
when the list of forbidden books appeared. They
did not hide them but they did not keep them in
the front rows of their bookeases."
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XVI, EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

A, "I think that the chances for a change in
the Soviet Union are very good. I do not think
that the Soviet people are satisfisd with the
conditions prevailing at home. I would not be
surprised if & revolution broke out in the Soviet
Union. I do not believe that gradual liberation
is possible there. My friends at home shared my
opinlon on this question.

"I think that most of the people in the Soviet
Union are disgusted and afraid of Communism,

I formed this opinion on the basis of what I
learned from some of my customers who very re-
luctantly told me mhkt one or two things about
thelr experiences in the Soviet Union. They
had been there 285 members of official Hungarian
delegations,

"If free elections were to be held in the Soviet
Union, I think that three~fourths of the population
would vote against the Communists., It is hard to
say what kind of government would come to power.

I do not know whether there are any underground
political parties in the Soviet Union. Probably,
the government that would come to power would be

a truly democratic -- perhaps, Soclal Democratic ==
party. I do not think it is possible for the czars
to return to Russia.

"I think thet the top leaders of the Soviet Unilon
are fanatical idiots. Their purpose is to enslave
and subjugate milllons of people. They want power
and all of the advantages which go with it. They
are maniacs who want to rule others and are afrald
that they will lose thelr power.

"The chief difference between the top Communists

of the Soviet Union and the top Hungarian Communists
is that whereas the Moscow Communists are independent
and excercise control over the Communist Parties of
all satellite countries, the Hungarian top Communists
are only puppets of the Moscow politburo and must
carry out their instructlons to the dot.
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B, "I think that of the countries mentioned, Czecho-
gslovakia and Yugoslavia are the most popular in Hun-
gary. They are the nearest to us and both have large
Hungarian minorities.

"Bulgarien and Romania are probably the two least
popular Sountries in Hungary. People in general
do not know much sbout Bulgaria-at home. Romania
18 unpopular because of 1ts treatment of Hungarlan
minorities in Transylvania.

"If free elections were toﬁ%eld in these countries,
I think that in Czechoslovakia from 60 to 7O per
cent of the people would vote against Communism.
This would happen desplte the fact that life there
is much better than in Hungary and Communism in
Czechoslovakia is not like Communism in the other
satellite countries.

"In Poland the Communists would unquestionably be
defeated. ;

"I do not know what would happen in Yugoslavia.
Communism and Tito there are linked too closely.

"In Romania the Communists would also be overthrown.
Hod the Sovit Union not strengthened its forces in
Romania during the Hungarian revolution, the Romanian
youth would have also followed suit.

"I do not know what the situation is in Bulgaria
ang what would happen there if free elections were
held.

"I think that the standard of living is highest in
Czechoslovakia with Hungary next In line; it 1is
lowest in Romania and in Bulgaria.”

C. "I think that Gomulks in Poland is also a Russian
puppet but does not sxmemime carry out Moscow's
instructiong like the top Hungarian Communlsts do.
He haé obtained more concessions for his people.
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"In general, however, I do not think that the
Moscow government will tolerate Gomulka longer
than is necesgsary for tactical reasons.

"I 8till do no® think that Gomulka FxmEEEmEE re-
presents a considerable change in polley in Po-
land. Gomulka is still a Communist and people
are getting impatient with him.

"The events in Poland certainly had a strong in-
fluence on events in Hungary. Had not the Poznan
riots served as a precedent, the Hungarian revo-
lution, probably, would not have oeccurred.

"I do not believe that there were any changes in
freedom of expression in Poland before Gomulka's
rise to power. At least, we in Hungary, did not
hear snything about it. We only heard about the
Poznan riote. We heard this not only over the
foreign radio broadcasts but also read about it
in the Hungarian press.

"I still think that the Hungarian revolution,f
despite the héavy losses in life and property,

was the better course to take. Nelther Poland
nor Hungary have achieved much. A% least Hun-
gary has won a great moral victory and the peo-
ple at home have learned what the sentiments of
thelr neighbors are. Until the revolution, every-
one was comgElled to conceal his feelings."

D. "The trouble with Titc is that no one can be
certain of what he has in mind. Once he is a
friend of the Soviet Union, then again, he seeks
the favor of the West, Later, he patches up his
differences with the Soviet; agaln, he scolds the
Soviet Commoniast Party for its policy in Hungary,
lets in Hungarian refugees, and agaln seeks Western
aid.

"Tito is the originator of national Communism but,
I do not like Communism in any form -- national or
international.
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"It was difficult to determine what Tito's actual
standpoint was on the 1ssue of the Hungarian revo-
lution. He criticized foreign polley and inter~
ference but he also eriticized the Hungarlan up-
rising.

"I do not know anything about Titoism in the other
satellite countries.

"I think that Tito is popular in Yugoslavia. Con-
ditions in Yugoslavis are much better than in Hun-

gary »
about

"I base my opinion amm Tito and conditions in Yugo-
slavia on what I learned from customers who had
been in Yugoslavia in an official capacity. The
one~time commercial attache of the Hungarian lega-
tion in Bm Yugoslavia was one of my customers."

E. "I am certain that the Suez crisis had been
provoked by the Soviet Union. I do not think
that Egypt hacd a right to nationalize the Suez
Canal. The Anglo-~French-Isgraell attack on Egypt
was Justified. An open canal is very vital to
Europe.

"The Egyptian crisis had a detrimentd effect on

the ouftcome of the Hungarian revolution. It served
to divide attention. The Western world was more
concerned over Egypt that over Hungary."

F. "I think that the standaréi of living in Western
Germany 18 probably the highest in Westmer Europe.

"I agree that the Germans are dangerous and may pro-
voke another world war. But I think that the Western
world would teke care and, although the Germans are
being re-armed, caution will be exercised to keep
them in control.

"I approve of Western Germen rearmament because it 1is
aimed against the Soviet Union and Communism. How-
ever, it is only a defengive measure and not an of-
fensive one.
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"I think that the Western Germen army is not as
gtrong ag the British armed forces but probably
equal in strength %o the French army. The length
of military service in Western Germany is probably
one year or 18 months.

"I must confess that I regard this question from
the Jewish point of view and consider the German
occupation of Hungary during World War II as being
much more unfaverable than the Russian occupation
after World War II. It must be admitted that the
German officers and men acted more disciplined than
the Russians. I think that most of the people In
Hungary agree with me that the German occupatbn
was more unpopular than the Russian occupation.”

G. "We heard about NATO at home becauseithe Com-
munlst newspapers wrote much about it. However,
we were unsble to gebt a clear pleture of what NATO
was and how it functioned.

"I think that the Warsaw Pact was the Soviet answer
to NATO. I thirk that NATO is essential to curb
communism.

"The British Lakor Party is not Communist. I do
not know much akout it.

"I think that the standard of living is highest in
Western Germany, followed by Great Britain, Italy,
the Soviet Union, Egypt and Greece."

H. "On my arrival to the US, I was very much impressed
by the New York skyline and by Broadway at night. I
was also very much impressed by the high standard of
living here in the US.

"I am not at all satisfied with American foreign policy
with regard to Fastern Europe. AT the time of the Hun~-
garian revolution the US did not seem to care much
about us. Probably the US government was afraid of

a World War III. If America would have wanted to

help us, she could have done 8o.




'L

51-M

XVI/49

"The US should give ald to Poland and Yugoslavia,

"In connection with Hungary, the US should not
recognize the Kadar government but, if possible,
should maintain diplomatic relatlons with Hungary.
It 1s essentlial that the US know what is going on
inside the country, but no economic or cultural
relations should be maintained with Hungary.

"There has been no mk change in my attitude mm toward
these questions sxrzExning Since my departure from

Hungary.

"I am certain that the Hungarian people at home
would very much like to see more Western visitors.
I do not think that it would be advisable to send
trade unlon representatives to Hungary because they
would be suspected of beilng Communists. Oyr best
bet would be newspaper journalists because they
know how and what to look for.

"I do not think it 1s necessary to warn prospective
visitors to Hungéry before thelr departure., If
they do not speak Hungarian, the persons wikiik
wlth whom they aspeak in Hungary will be anti-Com-
munist. Anyone who speaks a Western language is
more or less agailnst the Commumists.

"I am certain that people at home would very much
like to recelve Western books and publications.
However, it is possible only to send these to Them
through the mail. I do not think that the present
Hungarian government wlll permit such shipments
through the maill.

"I think 1t would be entirely indifferent to the
people at home whether or not Hungarbn refugees
are assoclated with such activities as informing
prospective visltors and sending publications home.

"We heard about the Marshall Plan in great detail

at home. 1Its primary purpose was to ald the countries
of Europe which had been pauperized by war., There
may have been political motives involved on the part
of the US government but I do not know exactly what
they were.
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"I am sorry that the Russians did not allow Hun~-
gary to participate in the Marshall aid.

"In 1950 America took part in the Korean war be-
cause she wanted to curb Communism. As a capi-
talistic country, America 18 not indiffirent to
Communigt expansion,”

J. "In 1956, during the Hungarian revolution, the

UN adopted the resolutiong which would have helped

Hungary., The oanly trouble was that the Soviet

Union was unwilling to carry out the UN resolutions.

However, it would have helped Hungary had the UN

in November 1956 sent an international police force

to maintain order in Hungary and to_the Russians out.
&€

"I see no chance of the UN taking‘gf ective action

on Hungary in the near future.”
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XVII, KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELECTED |

PERSONALITIES |

A. "The greatest living Hungarian today is
probably Ferenc Nagy."

B. "Imre Nagy, despite the fact that he had
been a Communist, very clearly saw the Soviet
exploitation of Hungery. I think that had he
remained in power, he would have achieved a
complete independence of Hungary from Russia.
About 90 per cent of the people at home sup-
ported him,

"Cardinal Mindszenty had been terribly mistreated
by the Hungarian Communists. He is a true priest
and likes the Fungarian people. Were he free today,
he would be able %o do much for our country.

"Laszlo Rajk is a Communist by conviction but not
a Stalinist. Fe wanted to support Tito.

"Erno Gero is a dirty rascal.

"Janos Kadar is a puzzle to me. Were I in hias place,

I would have ccmmitted suicide long ago. When he

was arrested, the Communists castrated him and urinated
in his mouth and he 1s 8ti1ll willing to serve them.

He is not Count Telekl who preferred suiclde to serv-
ing the Germans.

"I know very little about General Bela Kiraly. He
will probably do everything in his power to liberate
Hungary.

"Anna Kethly was a popular Social Democratic member
of parliament in Hungary. She is an old hand in
politics and hes an abundance of experience,

"President Eisenhower is an excellent soldier and a
good statesmen. On numerous occasions he has shown
sympathy for Hungary. Regrettably, his hands are
tled by Congress.
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"My opinion of Secretery Germral Hammarskjold is

tha same as of the UN. Hammarskjold
pisRrcshontdxiamxdene has not done what he

Bhould have.

"Secretary of State Dulles is & very clever states-
man and diplomat.

"Ex-Prime Minister Eden is a true gentlemen, both
in character and in appearance. I had a vexry good
opirion of him and am sorry that he had to resign.
(NOTE: since arriving to the US, subjest had no
opportunity to read newspapers. He #id was not
aware of the fact that Prime Minister Eden had
resigned.,)

"President Truman was more in favor of war than
President Eisenhower is now.

"Mikoyen 1s a Ruysgsilan in the politburo but I do
not know much about him.

"Prime Minister Nehru is sympathilzing too much with
the Communlsts,

"I would like to see Generalissimo Chilang-kal Shek
sweep the Communists out of China.

"Ferenc Nagy was a much better statesman than his
succespors in Hungary. AS long as he was 1n power,
there was still hope that Hungary would be free.

"President Rocsewlt was & great statesman. If he
were alive today, the world situation would be
entirely dlfferent.

"Chancellor Adenauer 1s a true friend of the US.
His chief aim is to unify Germany.

was
"Stalin %z a noborious mail robber who remained
true to his past.

"Melenkov is Stalin's disciple.
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"Generalissimo Franco i1s also a dictator. I do
not like dictators.

"I do not know who Bevan ig,

"My opinion of Khrushchev is the same as of the
other Soviet Communists.

5 "The same can De said about Molotov.
"I do not know who Ollenhauer is.

"Churchill 1s a great statesman who had regard only
for the welfare of the British empire."

a 51-M
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¥VIII. ATTITUDE TOWARD EXTYLES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A. "The people who came out during and after
the revolution from Hungary were, first of all,
the freedom Fighters who feared retaliation.
There were also the familles who wished to en-
sure a better future for their children. Many
people who came out had relatives in the US and
in Western Europe and had been planning to come
out for a long time.

"The majority of the refugees are maeles. Thelr
average age is, perhaps, about 25. Most of them
are industrial workers and intellectuals. Very
few peasants left.

"The people who remained at home were those who
did not dare to risk leaving Hungary. There
were also those who were unable to come elther
because of age or family ties. I plty every
one who remained at home with the exception of
the Communists.

"I know of several perscons who had an opportunity
but were mmabimxciwxmwmExamts unwllling to come outb.
A very good friend of mine remained because hils
son wag too young to undertake such a trip in
winter.

"The people who remained at home are glad that
we are safe and, perhaps, envious. Some of them
may even be angry with us thinking that 1t would
have been our duty to remaln at home.

"In my opinion, if every one were allowed to leave
Hungary, about two~thirds of the people now at
home would come out."

B. "We at home knew that many Hungarian politicilans
were actlve in the West. For example, Bela Fabian,
Ferenc Nagy and others. They even spoke to us
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sometimes over the radio. . We algo knew that
they had a sort of a cabinet here in the West which
was called the Hungarian Natlonal Council.

"I realize that these organizations were not able
to do much forr us.

"I have had no contact with exile politicains or
Hungarian political organizations since my arrival
in the US.

"I have heard about Bela Varga only here in the US.

"I remember Tibor Eckhardt as a Smallholder, member
of parliament during the Horthy regime. He was one
of the founders of the Smellholders' Party. I have
a very favorable opinion of him.

"Charles Peyer was a SocialiDemocratic lesder who
allegedly betrayed the trade unions.

"Miklos Kellay did everything possible to outsmart
the Germans. He was prime minister of Hungary until
the Germans occupied tThe country.

"Istvan Barankovics was an opposition leader.

"Bela Fabian has been & member of the Hungarian
parliament for meny years. He 1s a democrat and
represents the middle class in the Social Democratic
Party. My opinion of him is favorable.

"I know very little about Otto of Hapsburg. I do
not know what kind of person he is. It 1s entirely
Indiffirent to me whether he returns to the Hun-
garian throne or not.

"Admiral Horthy was the governor of Hungary and,
in this capacity, tolerated many attrocities in
the early 20s. However, after that, his rule was
Just and good. I would prefer, a thousand times,
Horthy to any Communist government.
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"I am convinced that meny of the Hungarian politi-

cians in exile attempted to do what they could for
Hungary. Regrettably, there was not much they could

do. It would have been good if some ! .:; of the Hun-
garian politicians in exile would have buried their
differences and had formed one strong exile Hungarian
organization and mmitk not split up in diff@rent actions.”

C. "I have known many persons | .. who have left Hun-

gary after 1945 and later returned. They XEPEXUXrRHERE came
back because they could not stand the climate in their

new homelands or, they felt very homesick. I had a

very good friend who left Hungery in 1947. He went

to Palestine. Four years later, he came back home.

He forgot that the conditions in Hungary were entirely
différent in 1951 than they were in 1947,

"I have another friend who was lured back to Hungary
by his mother. He came back in 1956. He had been .
working as a musician somewhere in North Africa. IHe
2 almost went insene when he saw what life was like

in Hungary.

"The purpose of the Communist redefection campaign
wag to prove to the Western world that many people
prefer life in Hungary because 1t 1s as good, if

not better, than the life in ths West. Most of the
people at home realize that the redefectors are only
the tools of Communist propsganda.”

D. "I think that the people in Hungary should know
how the new cxllee are faring in their new homelands.

"I think that it is the duty of every Hungarian refugee
to do his ubmost to get settled and become financially
independent. The refugees must be carefull of thelr
behavior. They must not through thair conduct, ruin
the good name which Murgmxy R R R R E R
reywitwiter Hungarians had acquired through the revo-
lution,

"I do not know enything about the Hungarian refugee
exlle organizations here in the US., I would like very
much to Join in such an organization, preferably a cul-
tural or socilal organization. I have no objecticns
against older exiles Jjoining this organizatlon.
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"T do not know anything about the Hungarian political
parties in exlle.

"Duping bthe revolution we knew that the Hungarlan
political parties were being revived., I approved
of the revival of these parties even during the
pevolution. It was necessary to hold an election
as soon as posgible and form a new legal govern-

ment.

Ul think it was impossible for the Hungarian political
leaders who were in exile to return home and parti-
eipate in the revival of the parties."” :

. "I do not wish to return to Hungary in the next
five years. First, I want to acquire American citizen-
ship; after that, I will go home if Communism 18 over-

throun in Hungary.

"ahould we have children, I would insist thet they
learn Hungarian here in the US. That would be the
only language in whlch we could make ourselves under-
stood. I have given up all hope of learning English

well.”
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AUDIENCE REACTIONS TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

A. "Every nizht, behind closed doors and windows,
I listened to the Hungarian programs of RFE, VOA
and BEC. Sometimes I listened to the Hungarian
programs of the Paris radio.

"We were able to receive VOA programs best. It
was more difficult to get the RFE programs.

"All of these programs were constantly Jammed.
The RFE radio programs were especially Jammed.

"I preferred the VOA progrems because that was
the easiest to get mwmexspyxaEk on my seb.

"We always discussed the radio programs among friends,
We also compared notes becaupe everyone did not listen
to the same program.

"I listened to these progrems on my own radio in the
company of my wilfe.

"Talking over the programs with my friends, I always
got a good account of what the other programs sald
in case I had not listened to them.

"Listening to foreign radio etations was not prohibited
in Hungary but 1t was not adviseble to be caught in

the act. One would be placed under police supervision
and very provebly would lose his job. There were many
people who did not dare %o listen to foreign radio
programs becauge of the danger involved.

"Since the first Imre Nagy government the listening
of foreign radlo broadcasts was not taken as serlously
as before.

"The RFE progrems were very aggressive and bold. It
was held In Hungary, in general, that one should not
listen to RFE programs.: = because these programs were
not unbiased.

"The VOA and 3BC programs were more realistic. In
general, the refugees have not the best opinilon of
RFE. It elwaye said more than what was true.
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"The accuracy of the programs could be judged by
the domestic newsday broadecest. It was always
possible to control the aceuracy of the domestic
news in Hungary. Very often, the foreign radilo
broadcasts exaggerated the news.

"The people at home believed more than half of

what was broadcast to Hungary. They derived hope
and courage during the darkest days of the Communist
era.

"There is much truth about what people say about RFE,
namely, that 1t helped to incite the Hungarlan peo-
ple by holding out promliges of Western help. Many
times RFE announced that the day of reckoning af
was coming. It also promised that everyone who fled
from Hungary would receive & warm welcome in Austria.
people now in Austrie who are unable to come to
the US feel that they have been misled.

"I think that RFE should continue 1ts Hungarian broad-
casts. The pepple at home will be well informed about
what is now happening not only outside of Hungary but,
sometimes, what is going on in Hungary. However, RFE
should take care to broadecast what 1g true. Exaggerations
should be avoided, The yadio broadcasts should not

kindle false hopes.

"I think that programs of straight and economical news
and programs concerning life in the US and in the West
are of equal importance.”

B. "I have never heard of the initials NEM or of
the 12 Demands."

C. "I have never geen RFE leaflets. I have heard
that such leaflets were dropped into Hungary but I
know this only from hearsay.

"I think that picklng up, or distributing, or keeping
such leaflets wes more dangerous than listening to
radio programs. I do not think there has been any
change in this respect during the past flve years.
The danger involved deterred many people from speak-
ing about such leaflets or sigf distributing them.
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"I have never seen such leaflets, therefore, I
cannot give you an opinion about then.

"I think that RFE should not continue to drop
leaflets into Hungary because it will only serve
to jeopardize many people, The information con-
tained in the leaflés can be easlly broadcast
into Hungery."

D. "The purpose of all Western organizations is
to spread informatlion in Hungary and all of the
other countries behind the Iron Curtain. I am
not aware of any differences and motives of any
of the orgenizations."




XX /61

CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

A. "Chlldren should be taught good manners,
patriotism and brotherly love.

"I think it is necesmary to discipline children

but I do not favor physical punishment. I think
that girls should be treated differently from boys
when disciplined. Boys, in general, are much wilder
than girls are.

"Ag children grow older, they should be made to under-
stand the reason of the conduct redquired of them.

"I was seven years old when I toock & pipe that ap-
pealed to me very much from a neighhor's table.
When my mother found cut about this, she whipped

me with the carpet beater. It was apunishment that
I will never forget. After that, I never touched
anything that did not belong to me.

"On another occasion, I was 28 years old and already
a teilor. I was not yet married and was living with
my mother. On a New Year'sifhrty, I went away from
home telling my mother I would be late. I came back
the following day. My elder brother scolded my
mother for treating me as a child.

"In every s family I knew there was one pavent who
was more severe than the other. The more severe
parent was the one who administered the punishment
in the family. This could be elther the mother or
the father. The person to adminlster punishment

did not depend on the sex of the child, the age of
the child, and it dld not differ according to the
social c¢lass. I do not know of any changes in this
respect for the past ten years.

"Physical punishment for boys was abolished, generally,
at the age of 18-19; for girls, at the age of 17-18.

"Punishwent in general was abolished only when the
child marrled and left home.
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"I do not know of any differences in this respect
according to social clags.

"The only change that Communism brought in con-
nection with the punishment of children is that
. 5 in some famlilies the parents did not dare punish
' theilr children at home.

4

"Under Communism, it was forbidden to administer
physical punisghment to children in school. But
there were some old teachers who disregarded these
rules.

"mhe traits I admire most in a friend are: minEExdhyx

sincerety and altruism. Reliabillty is also very
important,"
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