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As a man vho grew o'd in the Social Democratic Movement and

the Labour Union Howemént, i should like to note that I am

quite disgusted with the British printers and unions. They gave
me no help whatever in my trade to find an adequate situation.

In our time we helped thousands of fellow printers and trade
unionists, both 'ungarian ard foreigners. Ours is an inter-
notional brotherhood which is meart to support each and every
menber. After I got tﬁia off my chest, I should start by saying
that I anm in the West by accident.

I left Hungery on the 31st of Ogto'ner to meet with Anna Kithly
and to go *ith her to Vienns to make contacts with the West on
behalf o/ the Social Democratic Part). I was also sent out to
try to et some news-print. We were in Vienna on the night of the
3rd an. heard there with corsternation the news of the Soviet
attarc. Ve went baek to Soprom in the morning of the 4th since
the border was already closed at Hegyeshalom., While in Sopron,

we were persuaded to go out to the West again and await developments
s1jere, Miss Kethly took a young student with her, a nice boy she
eithen&new from before of just met in Sopron and they left for the
United States the same afternoon from Vienna, Soon I was on my
way to England,but my family is at home and my son has just
graduated as an engineer in Miskole. My wife and our girls stayed
at home in GySr where she is working as she had before as the
manager of a small store. She has worked for a long time now,
else we could not have e¢ducated our children on one salary.

I was the tenth of 14 childrea of whom seven joined my father in

his trade as a carpenter. One of them lives in Toronto, Canada.
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I had fogi?giagg school and four years of secondary school

after vhich I was apprenticed to a printer. I got married in

19%3 and since 1938 I was calle. up fourteen times to the Army.
The last time, in December '44, I was near Gyﬁr.ao I simply
deserted and went home. At th: time I was supply sorgtant and

I took the key to the store home with me, I took off the uniform
and waited. When the Dussian: came in, tley came around daily,
drafting men for "Malenki Robot". Fortunati'ly our basement, for
that's where we lived, had tvo exits and whils I always volunteered
for work, I disappeared on the other exit when the Ruseians showed
up. After Baster I met Udvaros, the ex-Social Llimoeratie mayor
of the town. WVe formedtienew Social Democratie Paity and he
persuaded me to join the police force. Ve weren't m<h use as

a police for we were unarmed and the Russian solders .%ill ruled
the town. Under the new Social Democratic City Governmert I was
asked to become district chief of police. I had the job etactly
two years from November '45 to November '47. During the 1947
elections I gave instructions throughout my district that the
blue absentee ballots shall not be accepted as valid. As a
result, in my district alone xwuixin the entire country, the
fraudulent use of the blue ballots was eliminated. A few weeks
later I was called up to Budapest to account for my odd behaviour
and T was requested to sign a lengthy report of my activities.
Instead of trying to excuse myself, I made the report even stronger
in places. I knew that as a police chief-I was through. I went

home and I went hunting the following day. I had to jump off a
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.a narrow dirt-road to permit a horse and waggon to pass. By a
freak accident my shot-guva got caught on the side of the waggon,
the gun went off, killing the peasant instantly. This sragie
event made my departurc from tho police appear as an sntirely nmon-
political move. I received a to months suspended jail ferm for
1uuigntm manslaushter and wi moved back to Oybr, Sivee I
intentionally fail2d to register with Gydr Social-Democratic Party,
they couldn't kick me out when the fﬁo came. In .n old district
they refused te¢ deal with “a;;.o; vasn't a resident there. I. went
ba.pk to work in a printing shop in 'h:lqh by and by.all the printing
business in JyOr was omcl:ld_atcd.- GySri liunkas, our Social De~
mocratic Wiekly,vas also suspendel about this time. The fact that
I quietl went back to work and .idn't try to meke enemies, had

at leart tha.tl much reward that 1 spite of my Social Democractic
poli?ical. activities, the AVH 1+7t me alone and I was never in any
way harassed except that they t(ok my mppmimtment apartment once

-ou 48 hours' notice because an le desired it. ?ho'fuot' that

I got offf so easily is still a s irce of surprise to me. :

I should like to recall some of ‘ie events leading to the liquidationm
of the Soecial Democratic Party ir 3ydr, Mr, Hariscsak, Pres:_[dent
of the Executive Committee of the lociel Democratiec Party,announced
in 1948 the éxclusion of the Right.Wing Social Demoerats. In the
Committee this meant exerybody excu.t llarosan and Szakasits.

In February '48 Szakasits visited us attending celebrations for
the dedication of our new Party Headq erters when he spoke of
fcooperation forever, fusion neﬂr;‘with %1 Communist Party. Only

a few days later he received the word anu he -tarted speaking a
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a different line. During the period of fullest cooperation _
between the two Partieés, this cooperation neant that the.conﬁuniat
Party dictated and we obeyed. When the exdisions tock place, all
who were against this arrangement, wére branded as Right-Wing
Social Demoerats and kicked out. iy, Istvan Medei beceme one of
the four presidents of the Fusion Committee of the two Parties.

. He was County Secretary in GySr-Sopron County ard in his capacity
received the lists from the Communists with the rames of those to
be excluded from the Social Demoecratic Party. Med:i took 1£ on
him to carry out these instructions. Later the Comwnists demanded
the exclusion of Udvaros and Erdei. For this purpost Medei formed
a pro-communistic Committee and sent it to the mayor, demanding

his immediate resignation. In face of such pressure from his own
party, the mayor r esigned. All active Trade Unionists arnl active
Social Democratic Party members were by and by kicked out of the
Party and later kicked out from their jobs, and once they wire job-
less, no-one dared to hire them. The Social Democratic Par:y
Leadership and the Catholie priesthood received the most conceutra-
ted attention of the AVO and were exposed to the strongest supp-ession.
I am not religious but I saw myself allied with the priests. My
neighbour spent four and a half years in jail, where daily 15 or
20 peovnle were tied up in tiny bundles with a lead pipe between
their limbs. At least five of the twenty were priests and their
will-power was remarkable for they never said a word. Towards the
end of the ligquidation of the Social Democratic Party, our friend
Medei too was kicked out, once he served his purpose. He had fled

to the West soon thereafter and by some ruse he took over the leader-
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ship'of the Huncarian Soclel Democratic Party in exile after

the death of Charles Peyer. There was some relaxatior in the
terror after 1953 and Raknsi himself had mellowed some, though

he was still a Stalinist. Imre Nagy grew in popularitfga;:i;jfg:
was not a Jew. This was important. &nd second, he saw things
realistically and tried to improve the situation. At least 80%
of the Party stood behiid him. Had he stayed in power, de facto,
no revolt would have ‘tllowed. By and by there was more and more
freedom and the writers start d writing. I think it is fair to
say that the revolt vis started by Imre Nagy and later by the
Communist writers, Tlese latter felt the weight of the lies and
they wanted to escag2 from them. They looked to a Tito-type
Government. This wi.s a revolution of the Party members against
the suppressing Ferty. The rest of the country could suffer in
silence but these lommunist: writers had to write lies, This hurt
them more than silint suffering, but they did not expeect all the
changes the people femanded and wanted. The Communist writers
wanted a little mor: freedom and a little less subservience to
Moscow,

My life went on c¢.mparatively quietly after '48, as I tried not

to go with my heid against the wall. Later I was even permitted to
give courses i my field im the Trade School. They simply cid

not mind recosnizing my competence and skills. One of the reasons
for this comarative peace was due to the generally better qual ity of
people in Jie printing trade, Aeide from this, I was president

of the Gyf‘r-3zikra Sports' Club and I alsomms captain of the bowling

team. 7 had thus a perfect e xcuse for having no time for polities.
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We always attended some sports' nweting when a seminary mLeting
came up. Somehow, not even the wildest Communists had a bad word
for me, if for no other reason tley did not want to make one more

enemy for themselves.

iux::g one time, two of us applied for the job of technical manager
at our printing plant, which wies then vacant. Since the other
fellow had difficulties i1 getting along with people, he of course
got the job. I was made astimator for our operations. This was

of great benefit to all o us becaune by consistently over-estimating
labour and material costs ‘ntentionally, it was poesiible for us to
overfill our juotas and rwain a lead plant, which meant bonuses for

all. Just recently I had a letter Irom the present plant manager

who told me that they sore.y missed ne.
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_ during '
The Germans were cruel snd they were much hated  #xximg their

occupation of Hungary, but the Russians were hated worse. At
first many people lik:d them and the X% country was pro-Russian.
axZ Tor some segment of the population, like the Jews, the arrival
of tﬁa Russians meait liberation. Had they not exploited the
country economically, a large segment of the population would have
syrath zed with them, at least those who could have improved their
lot under the gmuine Communist regime. However, a large segment
of the population loved freedom in preference to economic benefits
and sooner o) later would have demanded it. This love of freedom
is lodged ii the hearts of fhe Hungarian people who, forever supp-
ressed, fcrever fought for lfﬁerty. Under adequate economic
conditiors, therefore, the Uommunists would not have started the
revolt. Instead sooner or later the peasants, the artisans and
the insellectuals would have started a revolt, perhaps without the
workers. We can thank the Lord that this did not take plaoé. The
devilish part of the Soviet system is, that fine words hide the
sirister truth. The Communists make no heed of spreading appealing
p-opeganda which they would automatieally discontinue once they
sstablished their rule. That their propaganda succeeds so well in
the West proves only the great decline of Western ideology. Life
was often horrible under the Communists, though often I preferred
some of the things they did and some things they did well. They
did establish a class-~less society with only the top Party leader-
ship and the AVO standing apart, while the rest of the country was

uniformly miserable. ELEven plant directors did not have the
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standard of living of a skilled worker in the West, while the
rest of the population had about 10 to 30% of what the Western
workers haeve. Undouttedly, many things coniributed to the
raising of the leve’s of worker and lowest class peasant, but '
the entire soeiety &8 a whole had to lower its standaxrds. In
practice the yruliag classes were exchanged, also the good Kaders
were unjustly pr:ferred over the other classss, but even there
they overshot ‘heir marks and concentrated on exploitation of

the workers. This exploitation went on in every aspect of the
economy. Ta'2 the most basic and obvious examplec,retail stores:
our neighborrhood had twenty before, these were now consolidated
into five tores, but the number of employees in the five stores
wag not icreased. Thus they were exploited, working om a norm
system wrking fast but not well. Working on norm scales resulted
in absudities at times; once gquality controllers were introducsd,
they wre also working on norm scales and they received a premium
only f they did not find too many rejects. Thus all the products
wen¢ through, I should not say that production was not increased.
Whe'e worker once made one item per day, he now producedi twenty per
dr/ and even if ten had to be rejected; he had still multiplied

‘is production quota. The loss of material or excess labour did
not seem to matter much. It was unfortunate that increased pro-
duction did not mean improved standard of living. In fact, when
announcements reached us that the living standard has once more
improved, this simply meant the prelude to a new Peace Loan cam-

paign. Vhatever they said, we braced ourselves for the opposite.
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The revglutionvraa ;tarted bytgeCommuniat writersjith
the help of the masses of youths and except for the politically
éompromised leaders, who d?dn't go on the street those d:ys, all
were with the revolution. The R« Army, located in Hungaxr at the
time, understood the situation and during the armistice the, left
Budapest proper. In Gydr, the Russiana surrounded the Countr
Party Headquarters with tanks. When people demanded their wit.-
drawal from the city, they were extremely disciplined and withdisw,
I have seen a Hungarian spit on a Russian solder, bu£ the Russian
didn't bat an eye and they retired without violence. Another
group of Hungarians went to the jail to liberate the political
prisoners., They were in the process of liberating them, when some
.police called out started firing on the people. The police killed
two people, but the prisoners were released. WNo AVH men appeared
_any'heie and by next day all was over ard peace and order reigned.
In spite of the insults the Russians were exnosed to, they did not
fire and they ai;ently wknessed the demonstration of 30.000 people
at the City Hall; shouting "we are no longer slaves"!
The Soviet troops' comnander was & very sensible man who ordered
dependent families to move in with the troops in the barracks. They
left their homes and when on the imistence of the people, the
Russiens decided to quit town, troops and families left for a
nearby village, called Gydrseentivan, where they pitched tents
in the adjoining forest. Once the revolt's success seemed assured,
Attila Seigeti announced that we had no quarrel with the Russians
and that we urged them to come back to Gydr and that they would

be protected and fed by the people. The Russians took us up on-
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this and they came back hut claiming that they had plenty of
food, they refused it although they accepted fresh milk for

the children. They fully sympathized with our themes and aofiona.

The ideas of the revol!t. Of course, many political views were
represented but not ¢ single word was heard during and after the
revolt, advocating 1o return to anything that existed previously.
The final demand of the Revolution was to preserve the democratim
system on the besis of the 1945 election, and the political Parties
of that electior. were being now re-organized. It is not without
significance tlat even two or three weeks after the revolution,
smallholder ard peasant Parties were still active, but the Social
Democratic Purty was long since prohibited because they could not
trust us wich influence over the workers. Just like the Social
Democrats, so also the old Communists had long ago refused collabo-
ration a'd either left their Party or else were kicked out by
Rakosi, lMany of the idealistic Communists joined the Revolution.
I shold like to mention one. His name was Gabor FSldes. He too
marcied around with the demonstratorsffélouting "we want freedom,
lorz live the C P." Fildes was a young man of Jewish descent who
w.s not admitted to University study. Foldes was talented and the
sommunist regime gave him opportunity to use his talents. He
Theatre
became director of the GySr ¥utyy He was an ardent, idealistic
Communist who gradually saw his ideals betrayed by the regime.
He now joined the Revolution to rescue Communiaﬁ. Vhen news of

the Maggyarovar butchery reached CGydr, he organized an expedition

to restore order in that neighbouring eity. Once there, he was
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beaten both by the AVO and later by the Hungarians when he

tried to protect the AVO men from the mob ready to lynch them.
He came back with a black eye but confident that he did his
duty. He has since been condemned to death by the regime and |
I am not certain whether he was hung yet.
As a member of both, the Vorkers Council and theNational Council

in Gydr, I know how we were confronted by ever greater demands of
the people. They demanded arms and further concessions to freedom.
All went orderly and all demands were reasonable, when on Saturday
the 27th, the City National Council met. We negotiated with all
the West Hungarian Missions which came to us with the various local
demands. Our chairmun, Gydrgy Szabo, was expected and he showed
up after much delay in the afternoon, together with a man called
Somogyvari. As it turned out, the latter made his way in by
pushing a pistol into Szabo's bgck. He tried to harangue us but
we were busy expecting Attila Szigetti in the expectation of forming
a Transdanubian Government. Somogyvari started a tirade that due

to the traitorous Budapest Government, the country was bleeding
and that immeciate action is necessary. He made his way to the
balcony and ntarted haranguing the crowd outside., He upset the
people quite a bit and he nearly started a riot with his irres-
ponsible 2nd inciting remarks, When we had realized what was
happening, I went over and threatemed to slap him in the fece. He
then tried to open our meeting and, unfortunately, a segment of

the Council went along with him. At this point we had no choice
but to call the Army which came over to our side on the day before and

had Somogyvari arrested. Since the excitement has not yet subsided,
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we adjourned our weeting in the City Hall and went to a different
place to continue it in quiet. Within & short tiwme, however, the

quicted
peonle quﬂuﬂéﬂ%@fdown and we were called back to contimue our meeting.

vl Ll

In the end we agreed that we did not need an Opposition Government
decider én

and we AsumawyeX cooperation with the Budapest Government as long as

the
that Goverriaent approved ¥%¥® demands we subnitted. We gave Imre
Fagy 24 hrurs to accede to our wishes or else face a Transdanubian

general uirike., He responded warmly and favourably to our demands.

On the aiuy of my departure, whicg'ghe 31lst of October, I met

Szabo +nd Szigeti. e had some disturbing news, having heard of
Soviet troop movements around Miskole and near the Eastern border
tov.l of S‘:Iigetvar. We assured ourselves, however, that the Soviet
t+-00ps could do nothing any more, since Imre Nagy announced our
independence, withdrawal from the Warsaw Pact, placing us under

the neutrality anc protection of the United Nations. We were
certain this would prevent foreign intervention., We all felt that
the armnistice was & serious matter and that, as an independent
nation, the UN would guarantee us, Whatever was to come politically
in the future, on the 31lst we thought that the Iron Curtain was
lifted for good and that this at least was a permanent achievement.
The disappointment on the 4th was unspeakable. As I said bvefore,

X & waé in Sopron on that day trying to get back to Hungary, but half
cf the city left the country the same day. Not just single houses,but
whole street rows of them were deserted.

Re: The organization of the revolutionary authorities. Five

of us were elected to the Workers' Council of the Printing Plant.
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We were in charge and we were r:isponsible for the first igsue

of the "Gydr Worker", the revolutionary Social Democratiec
Hewspaper, a copy of which I ltave ,for it was sent after me to
Vienna. Ve, in turn, slected our representative on the City
Council, called Gytwr Nemseti %i%;;&u%&t. By agreement, the
workers sent eight members %o thls Committee, the students, the
intelligentsia and the military councils ;ggreach. These twenty
men had the respomsibility for the city. As it turmed out, this
body later grew to respresent the whole of Transdanmubia. We also
had Communists in our ranks who ,oined as individuals and not as
Party members. The Hungarian military units in the area who
operated with us fully and their Commander Msjor Kress, who was
now accused of treason, simply told the Court that he swore
allegiance to the people and le did stand with the people. I have
heard since that a committee sent up from Budpest to investigate
individual officers' activiiies, left in helpless confusion after
such comments. For better Q;& for worse, I have kept cbrrGSpondence
with my people in Hungary ang/:gﬂinformed of more recent develop-
ments. My son wrote me from !liskole University'from where in the
meantime he has graduated with an engineering degree, that in
April the Red Flag was hoisted again over the University buildings.
Apparently, within half an hour all the students' dormitory windows
had red rags, underwear and socks displayed. The retribution was
-8wift and severe. Three dozen AVH men showed up within half an

hour and 40 students were beaten to a pulp; the rest were reprimanded.

In closing I may say that I don': expeet to bring my family out
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here because I am certain that I shall be home within a year

or two.

Interviewer'’s estimate of Fispondent.

Sensible, sane and sober, r2spondent must have courted
disaster on several occasions, yet he escaped unscathed.
It is perhaps remarkable, how successfully he

avoided the pitfalls a mar of his background was exposed
to. It is, however, presvmed that his good common
sense and matter of fact  1dgment and opinions, as he

. offered them during the inerview, lent him politiecal
immanity.

He represents the old-time conservative trade

unionist and Social Democrat, who was more characterized
by his faith in evolutionsry, social reform than by
revolutionary Marxism. His kind was accused by the
Communists of "having soli out" to the ruling class

of the past.




