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Respondent's mother, 6%, lives in Debrecen,

Respondent has itwo brothers, ages 40 and 395,
who live in New York City; two married sisters
live in Debrecen.

Respondent has no children,
Respondent left Hungary on November 23, 1956.
Respondent arrived in the US on December 27, 1956.

Respondent has been at Camp Kilmer, N, J, and
New York City.

Respondent's immediate plans:

He would like to work for the =Rh:.:i tical Bureau
here, but he may well remain a tradesman since

he is now wo.cl-._nni_.j with a Hungarian export-import
firm in this city.

Heapoudcnt was not interviewed by any Westexrn
organizations since leaving &IIQaryu

‘u

Respondent speaks Hungarian and German.

NO,
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CHARACTER DESCRIPTION

Respondent was born in Hajdu County, in the Eastern
part of the Great Hungarian Plain., The inhabitants
of that part of Hungary were always famous for their
spirit of indeﬁendence and freedom. For centuries,
they have foug t against the Turks and the Germans,
and gave soldiers to Bocskay, Bethlen and Rakoczi.
Undexr the Hapsburgs, the cities of Hajdu were able to
maintain a certain degree of autonomy. At the same
time, Hajdu is the center of the Calvinist Church in
Hungary, and the majority of its inhabitants belong
to that faith, Under Horthy, a Calvinist himself,
Hajdu had another period of prosperity.

The county has no villages, but rural towns, flourish-
ing in the course of history. The pesasantry was gradu=
ally able to acquire wealth and culture, and it was in
that country that a non-German and non~Jewish class

of merchants and craftsmen developed. Respondent's
father was a well-to-do butcher who wanted his son to
continue his trade. But the latter wanted to be a
merchant and successfully achieved his aim,

World War II upset his career and he wound up as a city
functionary for the county-seat of Debrecen. Three
years of captivity in the Soviet Union under very dif-
ficult circumstances broke him down to the point of
committing suicide. His attempt failed and he resumed
his struggle for existence as a city functionary, until
last year's revolution.

Respondent's main characteristics are an inherited
stubborness, a keen common good sense and Jjudgment,
and a %enuine desire to help others, He once owned
a small store in Debrecen, and gave credit to all
his poor customers, until he went bankrupt. During
the war, he helped the poor and the Jews while work-
in? for the city's social service. In the Soviet
Union, the misery and sufferings of the Russian peo-
ple aroused his compassion. Under Communism he was
on the people’s side ("Nobody went to jail because
of me.,.."), even though the peasants considered him
a servant of the state.
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Respondent possesses a sound judgment and most of the
time, his opinions make sense. His intelligence,
based on the solid common good sense of the Hungarian
peasant, is developed and deductive, He has changing
moods, being successively very talkative, humorous,
onstinate and decided, then depressed, worried and
silent., But he never ceased to reamin polite, calm
and co-operative during the whole interview, His
friendliness impressed this interviewer in whom
respondent inspired the greatest confidence. The
man's honesty is beyond doubt. He always explained
clearly his motives, and never held back any informa-
tion when probed by the interviewer.

Respondent attaches a great importance to religion,
but rightly complains about the weakness of his church
leaders, It is a fact that Bishop Peter is the Com~
munists' puppet, and that Bishop Bereczky made many
concessions to the regime. It should be perhaps men-
tioned that the Calvinists have generally put the nation
before religion, but that their faith, in which Bible
reading plays the most significant part, greatly in-
fluenced their political outlook. They are also very
conscious of and attached to the popular roots. Be=~
sides their cultural ties with the West, they haver
preserved Hungary's Eastern nentaliti. This has no-
thing in common with communism, but is the fostering
of the East~European peasant form of life and culture.

It can be said that the people of Hajdu, including the
respondent, adjusted themselves to communism on the
outside, but that inside, they consistently opposed
it, and used every means at their disposal to outplay
the regime, They were helped in this by their unity,
their common good sense and their obstinate and even
stubborn character. Respondeit was probably one of
the most Hungarian among the Hungarians this inter-
viewer had a chance to meet. He is very missed by
his colleagues in Debrecen, who all like and respect
him, and who are glad to know that he can now live

-and work in freedom, Described in a few words, re-

spondent is an honest and a good man, which is very
much nowadays.
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MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM-UP QUESTION

I would tell the Americans that from October 23 till
November 4, 1956 the Hungarian people who could not
smile for 12 years, almost like in the Soviet Union,
were happy and smiling. The whole country smiled
and felt free and young again. Even the Communists
felt this way. When the Soviets crushed the revo-
lution, killed the sleeping Hungarian soldiers in
Debrecen and demolished many buildings inhabited

by civilians only, my boss, who was a Communist,
said, "I would like to spit at my own face for
being the member of such a party!"



46-M
H

111,

I111/6

CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES
AND EXPECTATIONS DURING THE REVOLUTION,

[Debrecen is a city 120,000 inhabitants in Eastern Hun-
gary and is the cagital of the Hajdu-Bihar County, It

s the center of the richest agricultural region in
Hungary and the stronghold of the Calvinist Church in
the country. It has two universities =~ medical and
natural sciences,]

ber 2

At 10 a.m., 2,000 students held a meeting at the univer-
sity. The Party leaders of the count Just laughed and
said, "Let them talk.® Debrecen was ¥illed with AVH
members, Russian troops and civilians. Around noon

I saw the students marching in the streets and shouting,
"Out with the Russians!.The uranium mines for Hungaxy!"
Thez sent a delegation to the various secondary schools,
asking them to also take part in the demonstrations.
They accepted and were even followed by some elementary
school students,

At 3 p.m. the students asked the workers of Debrecen to
Join them, They went to the wagon factory which employs
3,000 workers, They were refused entrance, but climbed
over the fence., The workers ceased workin? and followed
them, The workers of all the other factories joined
them, Finally, the entire city went out on the street
and all traffic stopped. At 5 p.m. I left my office

and joined the demonstirators. In the evening people
began to take off the red stars,

I thought that I was dreaming and could not believe
what was haﬁpeningn The AVH Party functionaries were
there and they did not do anything. I saw the red star
bdni taken off from the city council house and the
office of the Hungarian State Railways. At 9 p.m,

I went home to stay with my old mother.

The students had 16 demands. They obliged the Commu-
nist newspaper, Eggg;g, to publish a special issue at
8 p.m, which contained these demands. It was only one
page which sold for 30 fillers. The people fought
wildly to get one copy and would even pay one or two

forints for it.
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The students went to the police quarters and took off
the red star, but at the AVH quarters the secret po-~
licemen came out with loaded machine guns and told the
crowd that they would shoot. The people kept moving
forward and were fired at., Three persons were killed.

In the evenin?, we already knew that the same events
were taking place in the whole country.

Qctobexr 24

Everybody wore national cockades on the streets and in
the offices., When the people heard that them were three
dead, they put a black ribbon on the cockades. I kept
this cockade with me when I came to Austria.

A,  The Demonsization

I thought of reprisals but had no fear, It was an exu~
berant crowd and nobody worried about any possible danger.

Debrecen was the city where there were stationed the most
Russians in Hungary. On October 23 the Russians did not
do a thing against the Hungarians. On October 24 they
evacuated their civilians from the city to the alrport.
The Russians are not bad people; they suffer and they
cannot open their mouths, I worked with them in Russia
and I know how ‘bitter and sad ‘they are,

The students held demonstrations in different citiss at
the same time and this must have been organized, How-
ever, the mass demonstrations which followed were com-
pletely spontaneous.

On October 24 -~ 25, revolutionary councils were estab~-
lished in the wagon factory and in the city council,

They called upon the police and the army to side with

the revolution. The police joined immediately and the
army followed a few days later. The soldiers came out
from their barracks with a few small tanks., The Russian
soldiers kept walking in the city. The people were angry
at them, but loudspeakers kept telling them to remain
quiet and to avoid a massacre,
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and
The AVH,athe army's political officers began to flee,
All of the Communist Party officials and their families
went out on Oc¢tober 24 to the airport under the protec~
tion of the Russian troops. The three victims were
buried, On October 24 the Communist administration
ceased to exist in Debrecen. Work ceased everywhere
and in all enterprises revolutionary counclls were
elected. Only the people who were on the workers?
side were elected to these councils.

In our office all 50 of us were in the revolutionary
council, My director stayed, He was a good Hungarian
and we all liked him, We asked him to remain our di-
rector. We knew that he was a Communist Party member
because of his children,

From October 24 until November 4 the administration
passed from the Communists®' hands into those of the
representatives of the Hungarian pesople. Everything
was re~organized...police, army, etc. The streets
were patrolled by police, soldiers, and civilians
who formed the national guards. The weapons taken
from the AVH were given to the civilians,

The best wheat in Hungary is found in Hajbuboszormeny.
Everyday, trucks loaded with foodstuffs went to Buda=-
pest. The peasants offered free flour, potatoes, and
chickens, and money,

From October 24 on, the Russians began to pour new divi-

sions into Hungary. We could not sleep because of the
noise made by the tanks (T-45s) and many ammunition
cars coming from Zahony and Nyiregyhaza. Seventy-five
per cent of the Russian troops came from that direction.

We sensed that some big trouble was ahead, The Russians

moved only during the night, Many women began to move
to relatives in fear of them,

I kept listening to the Western radio broadcasts =-- RFE
and VOA. I told some colleagues that we should wage a
guerilla warfare against the Russians since I felt that

he Russians would not leave and that we were lost. I
hoped that the West would help us.

By November 4 new leaders and directors, managers, etc.

were elected everywhere, In the biggest hotel in Debrecen
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the revolutionary council was chosen from the ranks of
the waiters. A revolutionary paper was published daily.

Ihe Russian Re-invagsion - November 4

The people suspected nothing on the previous evening,

At 4 a.m, I was awakened by loud shooting. After half=~
an-hour, the shooting was followed by a silence of death.
My brother-in-law and I waited until 7 a.m, to go out
and to see what had happened. Russian tanks were guard-
ing the streets, The County Council house was surrounded
by T~34s, There was practically no one in the streets.
Trucks loaded with wild-looking Mongolians arrived and
blocked all the sireets., We took refuge in an alley.

The Russians arrested the national guards of the County
Council house.

After lunch I went to see my director and we went to look

around the city. Russian tanks were stationed before the |
post office and the bishop's residence. Both buildings |
were damaged. The people told me that the Russians forced |
them out on the streets at 4 a.m. and fired at the post

office with guns while this building was held by national

guard (6 to 8 men) armed with rifles. They shot at the

department store only to be able to break inte it and to

loot it. They also stole the money from the post office.

One of my colleague% brother, a student, was in the army,
His regiment sided with the revolution and held the barrack.
I went to the barrack in the afternoon. Tanks were guard-
igg it and some 50 civilians were watching them from the
distance.

The Russian political officers had told the troops that
they had to storm the barrack which was occupied by
bourgeois gangsters because these gamsters would kill
harmless workers and citizens on the next day. The
20=-year old primitive Russian soldiers believed every-~
thing. The Hungarian guards surrendered when they saw
the tanks, Those who still slept were shot at,
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I went to the gate and was told by the Russians that
they did not know where my friend was. A civilian

told us that the soldiers had been taken away on trucks
to the AVH barracks. On the next day, after questioning,
the civilians were released by the Russians. Three days
later the Russians released the soldiers,

The die-hard Communist mayor of Debrecen, Menes, came back
on November 4 and inspected the city in an armed car.
The other Communist Party officials came back also and
during the night they began to pick up the leaders of
the revolution, On the same day they took over the
administration again,

The revolutionary councils kept functioning until November
21 and still had something to say in the affairs at that
time., However, all authority was in the mayor's hands.

During the night many persons were arreated., The people
looked with the greatest disgust at the Communists who
went back under the protection of the Russian weapons.,
We were sorry that we Rad not caught them and hanged
them on October 23,

I listened every night to the radio until November 21 ~-
sometimes until 3 or 4 a.m, We did the same thing at
the office. We waited for the help promised by RFE
when they told the Freedom Fighters to hold on in Buda-
pest and in the Bakony mountains. But we saw that
there was no help coming, After two or three days I
decided to leave Hungary., I worked for three years

for the Russians in Russia., Afterwards, I counted the
produces and animals that we sent to the Soviet Union.
A suit which cost 1,250 forints to the State was sold
for 250 forints to the Soviet Union and 1,900 forints
to the people in Hungary.

People had to queu from 8 p.m. to have one pound of meat
for 8 a.m., the following day when the store opened. At
Hajdunanas there 15,000 pigs on March 1, 1956, 18,000

in June and 20,000 in November 1956, The pig stock had
increased but there still was no meat.

I had acamparatively good job in the statistical department.
We worked behind closed doors in a beautiful office =~
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plus 200-300 forints for my monthly trips, Nobody suEer-
vised me and I was entitled to a pension, I left wit

my younger hwther who was a good lawyer and who earned
8,000~10,000 forints a month, I left because I did not
want to work any longer for the Soviets. We would have
preferred the bombs to fall on Hungary and to die rather
than to continue to live as slaves,

I asked for one week's vacation, killed a pig to pay fox
the trip and left with my brother, his wife, mother=in-
law and two children. We took the train for Budapest.,
We reached our destination on November 21 at 8 p.m.
There were thousands of travelers., Because of the cure
few we had to stay in the railway station until 6 a.m. |
Then we saw the ruins of our beautiful capital. We |
also bought two bottles of liquor to bribe Russian
soldiers with., At the eastern station a railway man
led us to a train for Gyor and he did not even ask for
any tickets. Ninety pexr cent of the people went to
the West., At every station people climbed in through
the windows but nobody said a wozd,

with free medical care. My basic salary was 1,150 forints
|
|
|
I
|
|

At Gyor we made a deal with someone to take us on a
truck to the border., Just as we were waiting for the
truck we were arrested by the AVH. The major who
questioned me told me that the country needed statisti-
cians, I denied that I was going to the West and said
that I wanted to visit my brother~in-law who lived near
the border., They finally released us under the condition
that my brother and his family go back to Debrecen., The
next day we took a bus for the border to meet my brother-
in-law but we found out that he had left for the West two
weeks earlier. A Hungarian border guard told us to cross
the border during the night since the Russians did not
gars to move out. They offered to guide us over the
oxrder,

I crossed first guided by three green AVH border guards
with a dog. I was somewhat afraid that they might shoot
me but at Mosonszentmikols the border guards helped the
people to cross. They embraced me and told me that they
may see me later in Ausiria, The next day they took over
my brother and his family.
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IV, EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST

I hoped both for soldiers and weapons, especially from
the US, I listened to the debates of the UN General
Asse?hly and heard all of the delegates speaking in
our Iavor,

We never gave up hope until November 18-19, My hopes
were based on the Western radio broadcasts. RFE was
always very encouraging but only was the BEC objective.
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SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES
A, ' B un

My father was a butcher who exported to Vienna and Prague
the famous sausages of Debrecen, He had a retail store
with several empbyees., He wanted ms to be a butcher also
but I could not stand the grease on my hands and I became
a merchant. The store closed after World War II., My
mother had 10 holds of land (14 acres) from her father.
We sold this land. My father owned 27 holds which we
rented and a house., In 1949 the State took away 20 holds
for a collective and gave six holds that we rented. This
left us with 13 holds. We rented them but the peasant
was unable to pay his rent because of the heavy deliveries.
Because of the heavy taxes we owed (some 7,000 forints)
we had to sell the house for 20,000 forints and give the
land to the State which took it with great difficulty.

I was considered a kulak, that is a class alien, because
of the 27 holds we once owned. My father completed four
yearsb6f secondary schooling and my mother had six years
of elementary schooling.

B.- h Hu T

The peasantry -=- divided in those who were forced to woxk
in the collectives and the individual farmers. There were
also a few kulaks who had more than 25 holds of land (up
to 40 - 50 holds). There were about 200 kulaks in each

of the 19 counties of the country.

The individual farmers worked day and night, I met one
who owned seven holds. He had three children and they
lived on bacon and soup., He worked from 3 a.m. till

8 p.m, and couldn't even buy a new pair of pants. All
of his produces went to the State practically free [the
State would pay three forints for one pound of fat pork].
The State sent the produces to the Soviet Unlon,

The members of the collectives == 60 per cent of them were
those who did not like to work and tried to live off the
work of others. As a result, the average production of

the collectives was lower than that of the individual farmers.
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Many fields were invaded by weeds, We controlled every
collective and we went out to all of them, In 1954 I
went to see a collective near Debrecen. The people in

the city had bread but they had to queu for it, In the
villages the council fixed individual rations [ four ounces
per person]. The people of the collectives had no bread
for three days and they blamed the kolkhoz and the govern-
ment for it., They said they were former servants who re=-
ceived their wheat, salami and a pair of boots every year.
Their children were not hungry in those days. Now they
were the servants of the State and they were starving.

Few peasants left the country because the Hungarilan peasants
are extremely attached to the . land they inherited from
their ancestors and they refuse to leave it. The Com-
munists had to take it away by torce from them.

The workers -~ the majority consisted of the industrial

workers, I knew some who worked in the wagon factory.

With a few exceptions, the directors, engineers, etc.

all lived very poorly because their average wage did

not exceed 1,000 forints which was the living wage in

Hungary. Seventy per cent of them were married and |
had families. After the second child they received an allowance
50 forints; after the third child an allowance of 80 forints.
Them was nothing for clothing and the food was poor. Ninety

per cent of the workers lived miserably.

The intelligentsia ~- it consiéted of the public functionaries,
teachers, professors, doctors, engineers, etc. -~ that is, the
educated class which did not perform manual work., They were
represented in every factory but some factory managers were
Communists with four years of elementary schooling who only
supervised the work of the employees. For eighty per cent

of them their salary was not Egher than that of the workers

and their situation was bad too. A good suit cost 1,200

forints (one month's salary). A young teacher would start

with 800 forints a month; a doctory with 1,000 forints,.

I feel that I belong to the intelligentsia since I was a
statistician, '

 Because of my occupation I knew all classes especially the
peasantry because I was an agricultural statistician. How-
fverﬂ I also met industrial workers and worked among intel-
ectuals.
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Some land workers received 700~800 forints for very herd
work which was better paid before Communism., The peasantry
was in a worse situation under Communism than before. The
average production of the land was higher but the collective
system ruined the agriculture in Hungary.

The former landowners were put into internment camps until
1953, Barons and counts had to work without pay on State
farms. The opinion of the former lower class was that at
last they worked. However, nothing changed under Commu-
nism which said that the country, land, ~- everything --
belonged to the workers. Instead of becoming betterx,
their lives became worse. For this they blamed the Com=
munists,

The peasants did not like the intellectuals teco well

and they said that the intellectuals lived from nothing.
They disliked the functionaries especiallVYPliho pressed
them with heavy deliveries and served the %tate. The
peasants had a hard life while the intellectuals sat
behind their desks. The workers were a little envious
because they worked behind machines and they felt that
the intellectuals earned their living wages more easily.

When there were no eggs in the stores in Debrecen, the

- workers and intellectuals had to buy them fxrom the pe&sants.
The peasants did not sell the eggs at the price of one

egg for two forints as the State did. Instead, one egg
would sometimes cost five forints., They had to deliver
30 eggs per held which the State bought for 18 filliers
apiece. They were right for selling them for more and

the others were also right for being angry with them for
it. The peasant had to pay his land tax with wheat [ four
metric quintals for 10 holds.. The State paid 60 forints
for one quintal  and a two-pound loaf of bread cost three
forints, The peasant, therefore, had to sell for more
since this was his only source of income.

As a city functionary I had to partake in seminars or I
would have been fired. I had to read the newspapers.
Communists made beggars out of everybody and in this respect,
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all the classes were brought closer together,

When I worked in Russia in a kolkhoz we saw, one day,
the director of the collective arriving in a coach.
That was Communistic e?uality, After I came back from
Russia, a general's wife came to Debrecen to deliver a
speech. She was wearing a beautiful American garb,
This woman was the department head in the Minktry of
the Interior.

E. ow Individu ht Advance £ in mmunis
ungaxr

Before Communism, Debrecen with its territoxt of 176,000
holds, was one of the greatest cities in the world as far
as superfluity goes. It was a big city of patricians
with 200-300 rich farmers. They were the leaders of the
city and after Communism they lost most of their land
and houses and became poor people.

Collective farms were set up but the decent people did not
Join until they felt the rope around their necks. The new
leaders were mostly scoundrels and lcafers who bragged,
flattered the Communists, and joined the Communist Party.
In this way they could become managers and department
heads., Since I was not a Party member I would always

have remained a referent,

The exceptionsl talent was taken into conslderation.
For example, the former owner of an enterprise was
made its director. This applied especially to the
Jews. In Debrecen, a Jew lost his clothing store
and although he was considered a capltalist, he be-
came manager of a State store. The Jews held many
directing and supervising positions and, as in the
Soviet Union, they were not popular for that reason.
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FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM
A. The Effect of Communism on Famlly Life

Communism had a loosening effect on family life. For
example, in Debrecen gardener lived with his wife and
three children. He worked on rented land. Communism
came and he Jjoined the Communist Party and became the
cotton manager for the whole Hajdu County. His wife
was a simple woman. He had his own car and being a
director had many typists and secretaries. He had
affalrs with them and neglected his wife who was not
good enough for him any more. Some Communlsts achieved
high ranking positions in the army. A former sergeant
and painter became a polltical major. He also left his
wife for ccher women. Men and women worked together and
there were many office romances and much free love.

There was no more religious instruction and people could
not go to church as before. The evangelistic services
in Debrecen were suppressed by the Communists. The good
priests and ministers were sent away to remote villages.
The Communists made lists of people who went to church,
threatened them with dismissal or transfer and imisx
talked them out of going. Today 75 per cent less people
than before dare to go to church.

Later, the Communists saw that free . love and loose
family life had harmful effects and they decided that

a true and good Communist must lead a good family life.
Some Communists who did not conform were fired. In
Russia some people lived for years some 7,000 miles away
from their families.

B. The Way Chlldren Are Brought Up

The children obeyed their parents less and did not want
to listen to them. At 18 everybody was an adult. The
chidren almost beat their teachers who could not inflict
physical punishement upon them. Before Communism, the
wife of a city functionary did not work. Under Commu-
nism, the women were also asked to work and to produce.
This was their so-called liberation. The children were
more independent and talked to the parents in & tone
they would not dare to use before.
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The children, just as the adults, were not glven any
time to think under Communism. In public school, the
Communists taught them subjects in the elementary grades
that are taught here in the secondary schools. The
parents had to do the childrens' homework.

C. Marrisge, Courtship, and Sex Patterms

£ In my opinion, & chenge occurred. Before Communilsm,
the rich married the rich and the poor married the poor.
A rich girl could not marry a poor man or vice versa,
Marriages based on love were more difficult. Under
Communism, everybody could marry whoever she or he
wanted to marry.

Before Communism, a middle-aged major would marry a
girl of 20. Today it is the opposite. Once I saw
a woman of 30 and a young man of 18 coming to the
city hall to get married. In another instance, a
50~year old woman merried a 20-year old man. On
the average, the wife was five to six years older
than the husband who, before Communism, was usually
ten years older.

2. The Communists abolished the brothels in 1850
and sent the women to construction work camps and
Stae farms. The morals were loosened since nen
and women had to attend semlnars together in the
evening. There were several secret meeting places
in Debrecen.

Some friends of mine used %0 rent a room to one or
two gilrl students, 13 or 1% years old. One of the
girls reported that her teacher told them that
sexual life was necessary and that 1t helped
studying aliso.

3 The Communist press never mentioned theése
problems. It never published any news on crimes
and robberies either. There were no such things
in Hungary under Communism.
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D. Friendghip

& The Communists abolished the former soclal barriers
and there was no more class distinction. Today, anybody
could go to a dance, etc. There was only the upper class
which consisted of the 10,000 top Communists who lived
far from the proletariat behind closed doors.

Our director was a friend of mine and, although he knew
that I had a kulak background, we discussed the mlstakes
of Communism together. The Party secretary was also my
friend and we used to meet and have dinner together.
However, we left politics out of the friendship.

In theory, the slogan that no man should be exploited

by another man was attractive. Once I was almost forced
to marry a rich girl with 200 holds. In my opinion,

the rich patricians and peasents of Dsbrecen were all
hungry for land. They worked like horses, ate jJust
enough not to starve only to be able to buy 10 more
holds of land. I condemned this because sometimes,

four or five children would be waiting for the death

of their parents in order to receive their share of

the lot. Some even killed theilr parents.

Communism abolished the fortunes but it was bad because

it was nothing but State capitallsm just as In the Soviet
Union.

E. Crime and Alcoholism

3, Officially, there were no crimes in Hungary. The
rate increased, especially the embezzlements, in the
factories. The managers who handled much money began
to take advantage of it and millions of forints were
stolen by such people. Some directors had & State
farm with 1,000 holds under their management. Some
enterprise managers had 150 stores with & turnover of
millions of forints in cash and goods per month.

Their pay was 2,000-2,500 forints a month and seemed
very small to them compared to their responsibilities.
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The number of young criminsls increased. The youngsters
received no pocket money from their parents and they
wanted to have some entertainment. DMany liked liquor
which was expensive. According to the Communist press,
there was no juvenile deliquency in the country.

The police were rather inefficient. There were badly
paid and did not care much about the criminals.

2. Alcoholism increased very much. People drank more
because of thelr embitternment. Debrecen was fllled
with drunkards -- among them, young people and women.

3. There were only four or five jampecs in Debrecen.
They were young workers of 17 - 18, who wanted to
show off. They wore tight pants and danced American
dances. The Communists condemned them.
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RELIGION

A. Effects of the Communist Rule on Religilous Life
in_Hungary

A former mayor of Debrecen was first a timner in a
wagon factory. He was sent to a Communist school and
became mayor of the city (the fourth largest in the
country). He had two assistants, one of whom was a
former priest who was a strong leftist. A year ago,
the government appointed him the supervisor of the
Hungarian Protestant Churches. He was the representa-
tive of the State above the churches and looked after
all the executions of orders of the State toward the
churches,

In my opinion, the Catholics were oppressed more than
the Protestants. We had a bishop, Janos Peter, whom

I did not like. He was not a Mindszenty. The Catholic
Church took a stronger stand against the Communists,
while Janos Peter worked with them and obtained certain
concesslons.

During a May 1st parade, the Communists forced the
Catholics to carry the portraits of Stalin and Rakosi.
In Debrecen, 90 per cent of the people were Protest-
ants.

B. Religion plays an important role in my life. I
think that it was God's will that I did not commit

suicide on two occasions -~ first, when I came back
from the Soviet Union and second, when I arrived in
the US last winter. Religionwasan equal factor

in my parents' lives. I think that I am more reli-
gious than the average person in Hungary. However,
I had to attend church less often under Communism.

The people in Hyngary attend church and give their
children religlous instructions secretly. The reli-
gious feeling 1s 2live in 90 per cent of the Hungarian
people, After October 24 all the churches were filled.
BeforgCommunism, I taught Sunday school, took part in
the Boy Scout movement and in the activities of various
Christian Youth assoclations.
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C. The relationship between Church and State should
be like 1t was before Communism. The churches should
recelve State support. Religlon must be one of the
main branches of education. The churches should have
something to say in the affairs of the state since
They embrace the entire natlion. They should have sone
legislative and administrative role.

D. The Jewish Minority

religion ]
The Jewish,was just as oppressed as the other religions,
In Debrecen, the beautiful Jewish synagogue damaged dur-
ing the war, was never repaired. Nobody attends services

in this synagogue today.

I knew numerous Jews because they played, and still play,
a big role in commerce and business. The Jews believe
that they are God!s chosen people and as such must re-
celve a specHl treatment in this worldd. Their will and
talent are aimed at that end and most of the time they
are successful.

In the Soviet Union the people did not like them becaussz
they were the supervisors and did not work. It was the
same in Hungary. The Jews were store and enterprise
managers and none of them performed physical work.

I always tried to learn from them professiondly. It
was natural that they were better off than the other
people since they spent less and did not throw away
any money. They alsc helped each other much better
than the Christians.

acclamate
By nature, the Jews could zmemmsmisiz themselves to
any regime. As one says, "When thrown out through the
door, they came back through the window." In 1944
every Hungerisn condemned the ghettosg and hilped the
Jews who were persecuted by the Nazis and the Germans.
In 1945 I was told that some of the surviving Jews,
who came back from Germany, avenged themeselves indivi-
dually. The Jews went back to work to their stores.
In 1947 their stores and workshops were also nationalized,
With heavy hearts they sided with the Communists. Almost
50 per cent of them joined the Communist Party. They got
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good Jjobs and one can say that their situation was Just
as good as before 1945,

3. The attitude of the Jews during the revolution

During the revolutlion, the Jews put on national cock-
ades twice as big as ours. Some, who were former store-
owners, were glad because they hoped to get back thelr
properties. In brilef, tThey were more enthusiastic than
most other people. After November 4, the Jews sald that
they knew the revolution would end in failure and sidec
again with the Kadar regime.

L, I think it is true that the Jews are afraid of an
independent Hungary. They prefer to see the Russian
troops in tha country. For example, their behavior
created many hostile feelings among the peasants of the
county from whom a Jew, as head of the commissariat,
had taken away their land.
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THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A. The Hungarian youth includes all those from 10 to
2l years of age. The youth was brought up under Com-
munism but, it hated the Russians because it heard
from its parents what they did in 1945,

In the Sovlet Union the youth is the same wilth the
only exception thet there are a few more Communists
there than in Hyngary. When the Russlans came in
1945 & bum went to them claiming that he was a big
Communist. However, a young Russian offilcer slapped
him,

B. The youth made the revolution and this was only.
natural, Youth has always aims and dreams -- an inner
idealistic fire which does not burn any more in a man
of #0. A child of four can judge if the actions of an
adult are right or wrong. The children saw how their
older professors taught Marxism-Leninism in school

and felt that it was all a lie. 7Youth dared to stand
up and throw away the Communist yoke. The Communists
underestimated all of these factors in October and
they thought that the demands of the youth were no-
thing serious.

The young people were followed by their fathers, the
workers, The whole country stcod behind the youth
and formed one soul. and one body. The adults became
young, too, and did not care any more about the danger
represented by the Russian troops.

C. Schools and the Educational System in Hungery

Under Communism

The Communist harrassed the students in the same way

&5 they harrassed the adults, especilally in 1947 when
they took over the entire country. By gilving them too
much to studyfhe Communists made the students' lives
uncomf'ortable. ILater, they realized themselves that
even by working day and night the students could not
learn everything. They introduced Marxist-Leninist
doctrines, distorted Hungarian history by modelling it
on the Communist ideology. The proletarians, like Dozsa,
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were the only heroces while all of the youth complalned
about this.

I had to control the schools and universities in Debrecen
and in Hajdu County -~ that is, the number of students
registered, thelr family origin and thelr RERRFEAMBIX
progress. First, the children worker and peasant origin
and of Communist Party members were admitted in unlimlited
numbers to the university, even if their marks were not
good. These were followed by the non-Communists of
worker origin and, finally, by the children of intel-
lectuals -~ but only tho@ with excellent marks.

A few old professors -- famous scientists -- remalned

in the universities. Even the Communists respected
them. They dismissed such people only if they openly
turned against the regime. Otherwise, they kept them
and paid them well. Only Communist Party members could
become directors and their knowledge and capability were
inferior to that of thelr subordinates. Following the
same pattern, a former charwoman became director of the
post office. Those, who had no knowledge, did everything
to get into the Party in order to secure a good job and
to get ahead.

E. The Communists' Indoctrination of the Youth

1. The Communists tried to win over the youth. There
were many illegitimate children who were brought up by
the State. Every week the students were given four to
five hours of Marzism-Leninism.

2. The Commmists failed because the youth saw the

black future which awailted them. It was as simple

as that. A young doctor would get 1,000 forints when

he finished his studies and began to work. His wife

would have to work also. That is why youth revolted.

E?e yguths gaw no future and said, "We must die or
ve.
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MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERYDAY LIFE

A. I received 300 forints more than the average salary
of 1,000 forints in Hungary. It meant that I was able to
buy one more poplin shirt than the other people. I had
to support my sick mother. We lost most of our land
under Communism., My living wage should have been 2,000
forints. I was bltter when it cost me one month's salary
to buy a suilt and when one egg cost two to three forinte.

B The people were not even able to buy for the l1little
money they had. Oranges were not available for 12 yeare,
except once or twice a year and they were too expenslve
for most people, There were no lemons except for the
soccer players and there was no more trade, Only a year
ago, people had to queu for meat.
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THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A. The Stendard of Living

1. I did not have to pay any rent but, my case was
exceptional. My mother had the apartment rent-free
for life after we sold our house.

I had breakifast and dinner at home and ate lunch for
four forints at the canteen of the county council
house. I always bought a chicken for Sunday and spent
approximately 700 forints per month for food. The
rest of my 1,300 forints' salar y was spent for cloth-
ing and shoe repairs. I had to visit a lot of towns
and villages and had to walk a lot.

Often, both food and clothing caused me great difficulty.
Sometimes, I had to queu through a whole night after
work in order to buy some meat.

In Budapest I saw womens' furs for 8,000-10,000 forints.
Nobody could afford them and the workers were enraged
when they saw these articles in the shop windows.

Before Communism, one could buy everything in Hungary.
Debrecen's stores were always well supplied with meat.
The standard of living was lowered under Communism,

The Soviets took everything away from us and let us have
Just enough so that we could not die from hunger and

be able to work the next day.

The standard of living was lowest in 1952-53 when bread
was rationed at four ounces a day. The best years were
1047-48 when there were akiik private stores and commerce.
As soon as the Communists took over completely, the econo~
?10 s%{:gtion only became worse starting with the Five

ear .

2. I knew at Hajdunanas a very capable carpenter. He
always had plenty of food and wine. He was able to keep
his business under Communism and the peasants liked him
because he worked well., He was able to buy land and
vineyards although this was forbidden.

In Debrecen, I knew a former border guard commander
who had three holds of vineyards. His son became an




L6-M

%/23

the
officer atpXossuth Military Academy. The father refused
to work for the Communists and lived off the income of
his vineyards. He laooked after it himself and, in the
fall, he sold his wine for 12 forints without the know-
ledge of the authorities.

. First, it was the economic exploitation by the Soviet
Union which accounted for the low Hungarian standard of
living. Then, the meager salaries of the workers who,

as & result, did not work well and did not produce what
they could have . under other circumstances.

The majority of the production managers were not experts.
For example, the manager of the greatest hotel and restaur-
and in Debrecen was a shoemeker and former AVH officer.
These people did not know how to supervise thelr employees.
The workers sabotaged wherever they could. The Communists
paid them piece, and not hour, wages. The workers cheatied
and did not produce half of what they were pald for. The
practice of cheating was general since nobody wanted to
produce for the Soviets and since 1t was necessary to do

it in order to earn the 1,000 forints.

B. _Respondent's Income

My monthly was 1,300 forints with travel allowances.

Altogether, I have loaned 2,300 forints to the State.
This was compulsory. In 1952-53, one had to give an
entire month's salary. Now, 50 per cent of one month's
pay is deducted in 10 months.

The following items were deducted from my salary: peace
loan, 50 forints 2 month; income tax; 40 forints; trade
union fee, 10 forints. This left me 950 forints.

4, I did additional census work under anothephame
without the knowledge of the council and was able to
earn an additional 1,000 forints a year.

5. In 1051, my sterting salary as a referent was 600
forints a month. It rose to 820 forints in 1952 when
all wages were re-orgenized throughout the country.
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In 1954 my salary rose to 1,150 forints.

C. Retail prices in Hungary

1. The State stores sold their items cheaper since
they pald nothing for the goods to the peasants.
They sold only the bad produces and exported the good
ones. The State stores regulated the prices. The
workers were often angry at the peasants when they sold
an egg for five forints (three hours' work) and they
would break their eggs on the market. Both workers
end peasants were right. However, the peasants were
starving also and were selling their last eggs in
order to buy shoes for their chilldren,

was
In the Soviet Union, in 1946, breadarationed and
two pounds cost one ruble in the State stores and
40 rubles from the peasants.

The differentials changed with the season. When
eggs were plentiful, both prices were two forints
and The people bought the fresh eggs from the peasanto-

2. The quality of the goods sold changed. In 1948
the quality was better but the regime exported the
good articles. There were two productions -- one for
exporting and one for internmal consumptbn. When an
export article was faulty, 1t was sold on the home
market. As the years went by, the quality decreased
and the prices increased. The lard we bought was
mixed with oil and one had to kill a pig in order

to get pure lard.

3. After being away for 22 years from my business,
I was offered the position of inspector of some 50
State stores.deDespite the higher wages, I refused.
Most managers are former merchants who worked well
and knew their business. Some of the State stores
handled millions of forints and a shoemaker could
not manage them. The shortages were not their
fault -- they simply did not receive any goods,

Spare parts were rare and there was always trouble
with them. The State did not want to spend money
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on them and did not buy them with the products it
imported.

4, Meat, lard (a year ago) were in short supply.

There were no colonial fruilts for 12 years. Coffee,and
tea sold for exorbitant prices. Two pounds of coffee
cogt 300 forints; four ounces of chocolate, 20 forints;
a tin of @ardines, 30 forints.

6. A store manager would get 100 lemons for 1000 cus-
tomers. The manager would put the lemons under the
counter and give them to his favorite customers or
relatives.,

The State sold wmotoreycles (Csepel) but the stores
only got five or six chains and there were thousands
of motoreycles sold. The store employees' salary
was 800 forints and the store manager earned 1,000

a2 month. They would accept a 100 forints' commiaaion
and sell the chain to the customer.

Everybody could sell a product for the price he wanted.
It was not black marketing and 1t was not dangerous.

In 1048-49 the Communists began to persecute the kulaks.
They searched their homes because secap and lard became
scarce. When they found such foodstuffs in a kulak's
home they confiscated them. One could not store any
food in Huyngary under Communism,

D. Verking Conditions

I worked 48 hours a week -- from 8 A.M. to 5 P.M. and
until 1 P.M, on Saturdays.

I liked my work. As an employee of the city's depart-
ment of social affairs I was eble to have the people
and toc give money to those who needed it. Under Com-
munism, there was, supposedly, no more poor people.

I was moved to the statistical department because I
knew how to calculate. 1In 1951 the Mjnistry of Sta-
tistics was decentralized and every county and digtrict
were given statistical inspectors. This increasé the
staff from 3,000 to 4,000 persons. The districts re-
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ported to the counties, the counties to the central
office in Budapest which handed the reports to the
top Party leaders and to the ministers.

I wvas able to help the people. I did not denounce
all of the irregularities and countless false datas
I found in the declarations of all enterprises, al-
though the supplying of false information was punish-
able by six months to five years' imprisonment. No-
body went to jall because of me.

Sometimes I worked in the office and, at other times,

I worked in the country. Our digtrict had 19 villages
and four towns. I epent 40 per cent of my time in the
office and €0 per cent in the country in order to control
and inspect. Ve were 50 people in the statistical of-
flce for the entire county.

My relations with my so-workers were the best. They
all liked me.

I was the oldest employee and all of my superiors were
my friends. My direct supervisor also came to the US.

2. I was one of three employees with high school di-
plomas. Under Communism, it wes necessary to have a
statistician's diploma which I obtained in 1954,

3. The vacatlion program grew worse year after year.

Many people took advantage of it before; now, only

elght per cent of the personnel of any enterprise

can go every year. In 1954 I spent two weeks on Lake
Balaton for 102 forints. We were 50 employees and

we could only send four employees on vacation each

year. We sent those who were 1ll or those who worked

& great deal. The Party secretary, the factory manager,
and the president of the trade union committee were those
who decided these matters. The Party controlled the trade
unions which were Jjust a tool in its hands.

The medical insurance was better than that of the US.
The doctors of the national health insurance were ex-
cellent. The best doctors were there -- even those
who also practliced privately. They could not always
gilve expensive drugs but, if a Communist official asked
for khem such drugs, he would slways received them.




The Penslons

The government increased thepensions of the employees
of the former regime up to 200 forints. For the new

employees who worked under Communism the minimum pen-
sion was 500 forints a month after 65 years. On the

average, such pensions amounted to 50 per cent of

one's salary.

E. Respondent's Opinions on Country Life and Agri-
culture in Hungary

1. I would always prefer to live in my good town -~
Debrecen -~ which I like zm® more than any other town.
I like its swimmling pool and bath -~ the best in Hun-
gary. There are also beautiful woods in Debrecen and
more trees than in New York.

The agricultural workers had better food and better
clothing since they produced the foodstuffs and could
kill pigs secretly. The peasant glrls were more elegant
than those of the citles.

The general standard of living was higher in the country.
Politically, it was easler in the country where the Party
organs were generally weaker., The peasents who were Com-
munists were not as convinced and die-herd as the Com-
munist of the cities and felt closer to the other peasants.

2. Respondent's Opinion About Collectivization

Everybody thought that this would bad for the entire
country. We saw the introduction of the communal
kitchen system. As a result, only the bums, thieves,
and beggars of the countryside jolined the collectilves.
When the government saw it could not do much with these
people who ruined the former estates, it began to hit
the individual farmers with heavy texes in order to
force them to join the cocllectives. The State took the
peasants' land and gave them other land located far
away and with poor soil. Many farmers were forced to
Join the collectives in this way. The bums continued
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to stay id = and the peasants could not work the five
hundred holds of the collective. The city employees
were often ordered out on Sundays to pull the weeds
in the fields.

All Hungarian peasants opposed the collectivization,
except for the hamaz tramps. When tlse tramps had to
work, they also left the collectives. The Hungarian
peasants want to own thelr own land and to produce
for themselves and not for others.

Under Imre Nagy, some 40 to 50 collectives in Hajdu
county were dissolved. The collective system dis-
integrated during the revolution. The peasarns divided
the land, the animals, the machinery and each farmer
began to work on his own land. All of the collectives
were set up by means of coerciocn. I knew more than
half of the 220 collectives of the county. After the
revolution, there were, perhaps, 25 collectives left
in Debrecen. Maybe 60 collectlives were dissolved in
the countys but since we did not work we could not
control this figure.

4. In an independent Hungary, I would like to see
private farming. The State farms could remain with
better wages and experts. The Communists mechanized
the agriculture, but had no manure and used chemical
fertilizers.

The tax on & horse was 500 forints and very few peasants

had horses. The deliveriles did not leave enough pro-
duces to feed the animals and the stock decreased.
The farmer who formerly had 50 pigs was lucky now %O
keep ten.
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XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE

A. The Situation Before 1948

< 95 I was a member, since 1936, of the Smallholders!'
Party because of my family origin. The peasants were
my friends and my father belonged to that same party.
I took no active part in politiecs.

2. I was embittered after my return from the Soviet
Union in 1947 and I hanged myself. However, someone

cut the rope. I had to clear snow in Sverdolski with
poor Russian men and women dressed in rags, while a
Russian woman, dressed in furs, stepped out of a luxurious
car. This was the equality preached by the Communists.

B, The convinced die-hard Communists, who would have
even killed their parents for the sake of thelr beliefs,
were very rare. For example, Menes, the mayor of Debre-
cen, former wagon factory worker, with a Russian wife,
took part in the pre-war Communist movement.

The majority of the members joined the Communist Party
for money. There were the careerists and, unfortunately,
most of them were Jews. They wanted to live well and it
did not matter to them which regime they served. Also,
70 per cent of the Nazi leaders became the best Commu-
nists in Debrecen. There were some people who joined
the Communist Party to keep their positions, not be-
cause they were convinced but because of consideration
for their wlves and children.

In my opinion, the convinced Communists made up 20 per
cent of the membershlp, the careerists 60 per cent, and
those who were forced to join the Party, 20 per cent.

54 I will explain these changes in the following way:
when the misery reached an extreme hate, when the glass
was filled to the rim, and fists were ready to strike,
the Party had to calm the people and decided to make
some changes. The Communists did terrible things to
the kulaks., They were in rags and had to pay five
times more taxes than the other peasants. The Com-
munist council chairman beat them like dogs and
threatened to hand them over to the AVH.

The differences within the Party were obvious. They
were caused by human nature since there are nottwo men
who are similar. Some Communists were envious or Jealous
of others. They renounced each other, wrote anonymous
letters. The whole country saw how Rajk was condemned

to death.
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Every opinion was good for three months and changed
continually as well as the instructions. My younger
brother, a district judge, had to learn the new decrees
every day. The Communists did not know the right di-
rection -- they gropped and acted haphazardly.

3. The Communist Perty members dondemned thelr leaders
secretly among themselves but, in public they sald

that the Party was good and wanted to improve its work
and make good iIts mistakes.

4, I think that the top leaders were not convinced
Communists. They thought only of having a good life
and lots of money. Rakosl, Bero, Vas, Hegedus ---
were men without any conscience.

C. Opposition to the Communist Government

It was not possible to resist openly but, every Hun-
garian resisted in the way he could. The workers
loafed or slowed down the production. All of them
knew that their products left the country. Many
workers were Jailed for sabotage. In the wagon
factory in Debrecen everybody loafed.

The kulaks who had no seeds would plow their fields
without plaenting seeds. The Communists called this
sabotage.

2. The terror was too widespread at all times. On
Sundays we had seminars, we hat to attend Party or-
ganlzations, were glven five or six houses each to
o there and perform propaganda work or to get peace
ocane. We would usually speak about something else.

3. I did not know about the activities of the intel-
lectuals until only recently. Before, the system of
trror was too tight and the press did not tell us
anything. I heard of the Petofi Circle just before
the revolution,

Writers and artists must be free. When these people
are put in frames thel:r basic nature and talents are
limited. Their artistic natures turned against Con-
munism because 1t was like a Jail to them. The in-
tellectuals felt this imprisonment more than the
workers behind machines. An artist wants to express
and develop his ideas and cannot work under command.
He is above the average person and sees and under-
stands more things. ;
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The true and real writers, like Petofi and Vorosmarty,
always voiced the complaints of the Hungarian people.
Last year, the writers could visit the peasants and
the workers and feel everywhere the desire for freedom.
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THE APPARATUS OF POWER
A. The Secret Pollce

1. The majority of the scret policemen were gypsies,
scoundrels and tramps. There were also the career-
ists among them and the Jews, A Jew commanded the
AVH in Debrecen.

I hated the AVH and when I saw a member on the street
I turned my face away. .

The gypsies in Debrecen lived better than the workers
and the functionarles. They stole wihout working.
Once, the city declded to place 200 gypsles in a
collective on the Hortobagy but none could be found.
The gypsies, illiterate and cruel, with sadistic
tendencies were the best men in the AVH.

I tried to avoid the AVH as much as possible. A
frlend of mine, a former officer under Horthy,

was arrested by the AVH in connection with the Rajk
affalr and I still do not know what happened to him.
One of my pre-war employees was arrested and tortured
by the AVH, He remained unemployed for years and
works as a manual laborer today.

8. When Hungery 1s independent the secret policemen
should be put in an internment camp and put to work
in mines as hard laborers.

9. Eilghty per cent of the regular police were de-
cent people who sided with the revolution. Only
the commanders were convinced or careerist Communists.

The police could be bribed and alsc the AVH. In 1951,

a worker and a 24-yeap old policeman helped me to
census the kulaks. We had the right to search their
homes. A certain kulak owzd. 20 quintals of corn in
deliveries, We told him to send it within 24 hours

to the counecil house. He told us that he had no corn
but the policeman found some 20-25 quintals of it in
the attics., We were supposed to confiscate 1t but I
felt with the kulak and wanted to help him. The police-
man asked the peasant if he had some pigs. Filnally, he



46-M

XI1/38

agreed to take two quintals of corn and we asked
the kulak to deliver six quintals the next day
and to hide the rest in another place.

B. The Courts

My younger brother was a judge from 1942 till 1955.
Before Communism, the judges in Hungary were extremely
honest. They had a decent salary and could not be
bribed. Under Communism, my brother earned only
1,550 forints a month. Finally, he became a lawyer
and earned from 5,000-~10,000 forints a month,

3. I do not know anything about the peoples’ courts
of 1045-47 since I was in Rugsia during that time.

5. I was a prisoner of war in Russia from 1945 to 1947.
These three years were extremely difficult for me. I
worked in kolkhozes, in mines, etec. I fell sick several
times, starved to the point of eating burned horse bones
or raw cabbage. When I came back to Hungary I weighed
only 80 pounds.

C. The Hgggarggg Army

1. The Hungarian Army sided with the revolution a few
days after October 23rd. However, the army in Debrecen
had only rifles and no heavy artillery. The soldlers
dismiesed their former officers, elected revolutionary
councils, and new commanders. They provided guards

for the city council. These guards were composed of
one policeman, one soldier, and one civilian.

I was not surprised by the army's behavior. The
soldiers were people like us.

D. One cannot say that the Hungarian feelings about
the Russian Army. are due to the events of 1848. Be-
fore the Russians came into Hungary in 1944, the
Germans made a huge propaganda campaign telling all
about the horrors of Communism and those committed
by the Russian troops. This made me even hate the
color red. I only knew the Russians on the front
near Budepest in 1945 when I was taken prisoner.
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In Debrecen they raped and even killed some women,
They looted and stole food. The gypsies led them
to the houses of the rich people and they stole
whatever they could.

3. The Hungarian people did not forget this and
their opinion of the Russians did not change since
19045, They hate the Russians, especially the Rus-
sian women. The Russian soldiers received 6,000~
7,000 forints and had canteens where they could
get everything for half price. Their women were
idle and dressed well,

Many Russians came to Debrecen from Vienna after
the Austrian Peace Treaty. They had more culture
and behaved better than the troops which came to
Hungary after November 4. They had few contacts
with the civilians; only with the prostitutes who
were the scum of Debrecen. They lived near the
alrport in a separate district and paid twice the
amount of rent for the apartments they used. ILater,
a five-story building was given to them by the city
council. This building was located in the heart of
the c¢ity. There were 2,000 Russian soldiers in De-
brecen before the revolution and some 10,000 after
Nxrewher October 23.

Some Russlans could speak Hungarian. One of them
was speaking to the crowd on November 4 and stopped
when two officers passed by. Some Russians asgked
where the British and the American troops were ==
against whom the Hungarian people had asked them
to come in.

In Ruseila, a Rusaian officer told me with arrogance
that there was no culture in Hungary and he did not
even have a handkerchief.

There was no resistance in Debrecen. Most of the
Russian troops there were replaced by new ones.
They oecuﬁied the city by surprise on Sunday,
November 4, very early in the morning. The Russilan
city commander threatened the managers (factory and
enterprise). He said that they would be held res-
ponsible 1f work was not resumed.



E. The Bureaucracy

1. The functionaries were good Hungarians but,

in order to live, they had to serve the Communis®s.
The Communists said that any work was worthwhile
only if it was controlied. Thus, everybody con-
trolled somebody else's work. Among themselves,
the functionaries criticized the regime but only
their close friends and neighbors knew this. The
other people were angry at them since they only
saw them working for the government.

F. PBribery was general. A friend of mine was the
assistant to the drector of the department ofharvesting.
He always had plenty of money, although his salary

was low. There were 6,000 farmers in Debrecen with-
out including the collectives. This man helped the
peasants in setting up their delivery quotas.

The Hungerian pessants are clever like no one else.
They knew how %o elude any Communist regulation.
Every time they came into the city they would play
dumb in the offices.

G. The Communists who held power had intelligence.
The peasants and workers who went ahead were above
the average people taken out from the ranks of the
proletariat by the Party. Rakosi was a cultured
man whe had knowledge. His speeches were excellent;
Dobl was & laborer who rose from the ranks. These
people could make individual decisions in certain
cases but, they had to remain falthful to the Party
since they always had one foot in jail. Usually,
they waited for instuctions from above. However,
when urgent decisions were needed they made them,



XIII.

ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A. Respondent's Hopes for the Future

If the present situation continues, the old dreacdful
regime under which so many Hungarians died during
the revolution, will remain. My brother and I left
good jobe because we did not want to work for the
Russians. All 200,000 Hungarian refugees hope to
go back as soon as the Russians leave. This cannot
be achieved by the Hungarian people alone -- who
will not revolt against the Soviets for at least
10-15 years. We refugees and those we lef't at home
expect help from the West so that no more revolutions
will be needed. Without Western assistance, the
Hungarian problem cannot be solved.

I think that there will be a war between the US and
Russia, sooner or later. I think it is unavoidable
because of the Soviet aim to dominate and bolshevize
the world. The West must stop them with weapons --
otherwise, Communism will only expand.

B. Respondent's Hope Before the Revolution

I hoped for a war. My brother often said, "I only
wish the bombs would start to fall, as I prefer to die
or take & chance to live freely.' We knew that the Hun-
garian Army would never fight on Russila's side 1n a
War.
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SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY
A. The Economic System of an Independent Hungary

I would put the emphasis on agriculture, or rather,
gardening. Hungary could be the frult garden of
Europe and export its excellent fruits for coal and
iron.

The Communists only developed heavy industry anc
spent millions on it. However, half of theiron

ore that we received from Russia was rusted.

We had to accept it and give our pigs 1in exchange.
The enterprises that have to import raw materials
must be closed. Only light industry, such as aluml-
num, which has the raw material in the country should
be maintained.

The State farms should remain. I would give back The
land to the farmers -- up to 200~300 holds., The col-
lectives would dissolve by themselves. The State
should keep the nationallzed factorles but compensate
the former owners. The smaller stores and factories
should be given back to their former owners.

I would not approve of outlawing the Communist Party.
An election would show how many members it still has.
Less than one per cent of the country's population
would vote for the Communists.

C. The International Position of an Independent
Hungary

T would liketo see a democratic republic with several
political parties and free elections. Hungary chould
Join the Western European Union. First of all, econo-
mically speaking, this is essential in order to ralse
the country's standard of living.

3. The neighbor countries should also belong to a
Western European union which is better than a re-
glonal union, Hungary should have especially good
relations with her neighbors.
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I do not think that Hungary's present boundaries

are acceptable. I suffer when I think of the Hun-
garlans who llve abroad and who were unjustly sepa-
rated from thelr country. After Sub-Carpathia was
re-attached to Hungary in 1940, the Ruthenians got

a preferential treatment in the army and in the
achools. I thought that this was an exaggeration.

The Romanians and the Serbs mistreated our minorities,
while we, in Hungary, treated the national minoritiss
well.

The democratic solution to this problem would be to
hold a pleblscite.
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THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION

A. I did not hear about Khrushchev's secret speech
to the 20th Party Congress. I knew only what Szabad
Nep wrote about Stalin's mistakes.

2. I knew about Senator McCarthy.
3. I only heard rumors that Rakosi lived in sump-

tuous villas. After the revolution, we learned
that his salary was 40,000 forints.

B. What Respondent Read Before and During Communism

I especially read Mor Jokal. However, under Communism,
the good books and most of the foreign authors could
not be read sny more. I also read a few Russian books.
To read one was enough to know all about the others.
They were spiritless and atheistic. The same applied
to the Russlan movies. You would see one Russian movie
andtgou did not want to see any more movies for two
months.

I read less under Communism because I had less free

time and there were less good books to read. Affter

work we had to attend the seminars and to propaganda
work.

The workers and the peasants also read more vefore
CommuniSm. The only change was regarding the workers
of the collectives who had librarles where they could
read dvring the winter.

It was compulsory to read the local offickl news-

paper Neplap, the only paper of the county. We
should Egve controlled the articles in the papers

gnd corrected the mistekes hut, we did not dare to
o 1t.

3. In Szabad Nep '.i' the statistics for the whole
country were published; in Neplap only the statlstlcs
for the country were published. The statistical datas
were"improved" a little for the protection of the
county. The central office re-arranged the f{igures
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once more and the Party papers published the final
data. We never denounced anybody for furnishing
us with false data.

We tried to read between the lines to find out
some kind of truths. When the Communists sald
that things were going wrong in the US or in
England, we analyzed this to be the description
of the situation in Hungary.

I never read any Western press products.

4, Debrecen had a public library before 1945. The
Communists moved 1t elsewhere. At least half of the
books, among others works of the Western authors,
were put on the index or destroyed. They were re-
placed by Russian and Communist literature. The
other books which were available were passed on

by the people in secret. There was a market where
books were not sold but exchanged. For 12 years
no works of modern foreign authors were published.
After reading one Communist book, one did not want
to read any more.

C. I got news by word of mouth from my fiends,
workers and intellectuals. In 1947 when the Con-
munists began to seize the power, we said to each
other that Communism would not last more than two
years. These opinions were based on what the people
had hea®d from the foreign broadcasts. I had been
in the Soviet Union and had seen that 95 per cent
of the people there did not want Communism. So,

I agreed with these opinions. But inside, I did
not completely believe in them because terror was
reigning in Hungary. For thls reason, the October
revolution in Hungary surprised me.

F. Movies and Theatre

Twice a month I went to the movies or to the theatre.
Usually, after seeing a Russian or a Hungarilan Com=-
nunist movie I did not go back for a long perlod of
time. DBefore Communism, I went to The movies every
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Under Communism, I did not go to the movies more
than two or three times a year., To see an Italian
or French film, we had to queu for half a day.

The movies I particularly liked were "wOman of Rome",
and Italian movie, and "Three Good Friends", a Freach
movie.

The operetta I liked best was "The Gypsy Love" by
Franz Lehar.



EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

A, Russia

1. I think that the differences of views between
Party leaders will cause a revolution which will
bring a change in the Soviet Union. The statlon-
ing of Russian troops in Eastern Europe and thelr
contaminatbn by higher culture will also be a factor
leading to a revolution, especlally after the events
in Hungary.

2. Free elections in Russia would bring the down~-
£all of Communism. Twenty per cent of the votes,
at the maximum, would go to the Communists.

3. Some of the Russian leaders are fanatics and
friends of Stalin, the others are careerists.

They are primarily interested in financial ad-
vantages. It is a elique in which people, picked
up by Khrushchev, hold the high positions. Rakosl
did the same thing in Hungary.

B. Eastern Europe

1. Poland is very popular in Hungary. It is like
a gister country because of the historical Polish-
Hungarian friendship. In 1939, thousands of Polilsh
refugees were harbored in Hungary. In 1942-44,
many Hungarian soldiers, golng to the Russian
front, passed through Poland and were hailed by

the population in view of the Germans.

Czechoslovakia, Romania, and Yugoslavia are not

very popular in Hungary -- especially Czechoslovakia,
because it is a failthful servant of the Soviet Union.
These countries took from us large territories and
this was very painful to every Hungarlan.

2. Free elections in the Eastern European countries
would bring an end to the Communist power.

3. Czechoslovakia has the highest standard of living;
Romenia, the lowest.
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C. Poland

1. Gomulka's government is a puppet government,
just like Kadar's. The Polish nation is also
heroic and freedom-loving. The government will
have to be more and more independent from Moscow.
Only one spark is needed and the entire Polilsh
nation will revolt.

2, Poland set an example that the Hungarians
followed., It increased the Hungarians' desire
for freedom and their strength.

3. I do not approve of going only half-way like
the Ppoles did. All Hungarians wanted complete
independence and freedom from the Russians. They
preferred to die y: rather than be half-free.

D. Yugoslaviae

1. The Hungarians do not like the Serbs because
they are cruel and bloodthirsty. In their opinion
- Tito was two-faced, a man without character,
shifting between West and East. I do not think
that he is very popular in Yugoslavia because he
is a dictator.

E. Asia and the Middle East

1. China's people are very prolific and did not have
much space to live. China had godal ground for
Communism since large masses of people were ex-
ploited by a few mandarins., Therefore, 1t was

easy to spread the Communist slogans in China.

2. I think that China is more indpendent from
Moscow because of the country's importance and
weight. The Russians do not dare to command

the Chinese like they did Rakosi. In my opinion,
they even fear the Chinese.
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5. Respondent had no opinion about England
and India.

6. I did not approve of Nasser's nationalizing
the Suez Canal and breaking an international
treaty. I felt the Anglo-French intervention
was legal.

Thig intervention had no influence on the Hun-
garian revolution. The people in Hungary did
not pay much attention to it.

F. West Germany

1. The West German standard of living 1is the
highest in Europe.

3., It is true that the CGermans may start a new
war,

L, West Germany's rearmament is reessuring for
us because we do not like the Russlans.

5. The Rusgians were more unpopular than the
Germang. The German soldiers were more dis-
ciplined. They had more culture. The Russlans
were just the opposite. The Germans also com-
mitted a few abuses but not in the barbaric

and large-scale manner in which the Russlans
daid.

G. Respondent expressed nn opinion about the
British lLabor Party.

3. West Germany has the highest standard of
living; Egypt and Italy the lowest.

H. The United States

What surprised me most in the US was the fast
rhythm of work and the race of the people after
the money.
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The US must prevent a2 further expansion of the
Soviet Union. It should set up an economic block-
ade, boycott the Soviet Union, and leave it alcne.
It should also send people who experienced the
evils of Communism to lecture to those people who
are threatened by Communism,

The West must not remain idle and should use the
same weapons the Soviets used and hit them back.
The Russians do the same when they take from the
West everything which is good and suitable to them.

3. The US government should not take notice of the
Kadar government since it does not represent the
Hungerian nation and does all of the dirty work
for Khrushchev.

4, The people in Hungary would like to see more
Western visitors and they would also like to re-
celve Western books and periodicals. More than
anything else, the Hungarian people expect help
from the West.

T. The Marshall Plan was a program to rebuild
Europe economically. The Communist propaganda
said that 1t was bad so we believed that it was
the opposite.

8. The Americans fought in Korea in order to
stop an expansion of Communism.

J. The United Nations

1. The United Nations should have zatd sent a

police force to Hungary and supervised free
elections. Today, i1t should assure the holding
of free elections at any price.
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KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELECTED PER-

SONALITIES

A, In my opinion, the greatest llving Hungarian

is Calvinist Bishep Laszlo Ravasz.

B, Imre Nagy: we held him to be a good Hungarlan
despite his being a Communist. He held the
people, especially the peasantry.

Cardinal Mindszenty: he was loved by the Hun-
garian people.

Lagzlo Rajk: unpopular because he was a Com-
nunist.

Gero and Kadar: the entire nationahates them.

o. Ppesident Eisenhower: he deceived the Hungarian
people and more than one refugee felt that they
were exploited in this country. Some worked for
more than two or three monthe for 80 to 90 cents
an hour, when leaflets dropped over Hungary pro-
mised $3 to $4 an hour.

Hemmarskjold: an incapable man.
Dulles: he did not help us and is afrald of the
Soviets like 170,million Amerkans.
Eden: no opinion.
Truman: no opinion,
3. Mikoyan: a hated man.

Nehru: the leader of a new country which fought
for its freedom. We felt that he would be on
Hungary's side.

Chiang Kai-shek: we condemned him for losing
China to the Communists.
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Ferenc Nagy: he deserted the country.

Roosevelt: he permitted Hungary to be handed
over to the Soviets after World War II.

Adenauver: a good politician who ralsed the
gtandard of living in West Germany.

Stalin: the biggest scoundrel in the world.

Malenkov: somewhat better than Stalin; a
moderate politviclan.

Franco: he belongs to the dictators and he
cannot be popular.

Bevan: I do not kaow him.

Khrushchev: he is very much like Stalin. He
Tound out that Communism can only use vile means
vo expand.

Tito: a turncoat and a dictator.

Peron: I do not know him.

Molotov: Stalin's right~hand man and servant,

Churchill: a strong leader and a good statesman

ied the Allies to victory in World War II.
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ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A. Characterization of Escapees

1. The majority of the refugees were those who
felt in danger and could be held responsible for
taking part in the fighting. A second group in-
cluded people like me who could have stayed but,
preferred to leave because they did not want to
work any more for the Russians in a Russian cclony.
Finally, a small percentage came out because of a
desire for adventure.

Those who had strong ties remained in Hungary --
like the peasants who were attached to their land
or, workers and intellectuals who owned a house

or had a large family and did not want to take the
risk of leaving everything behind.

I feel that those who stayed at home are better
Hungarians than we and I am doing my best now
to help them with parcels.

At home, they think we did well to get out since
they feel we can have a better life in the US.
We never belleved the Soviet propaganda about
the poverty in the US. The people at home know
that we can help them by whatever means we have.

2. If everybody had a chance to come to the West,
more people would come out. However, the peasants
would remain.

B. Exlle Organizations and Individuals

1. I heard of exile organizations. We felt that
they were doing something for Hungary but, we
expected more. We thought of them during the revo-
lution and we felt that they could have obtained
armed resistence for us, especially weapons and
former Hungarian gendarmes from West Germany and
Austria. I think that the organizations did not
do enough.
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C. I did not meet any Hungarians who escaped
to the West after 1945 and who, later, returned

to Hungary.

D. The people in Hyngary want to know whether
the refugees live well or not. Every refugee
has many relatives at home.

3. The refugees should group in one united as-
sociation to continue to fight effectlively for
Hungary and to go back when the country 1is free;
to build 1t up with money and experilence. They
should go to the UN and to Eisenhower and ask
them to help Hungary.

4, I will do everything to help the Hyngarian
people. I sent parcels to all of my needy friends
and to my family.

5. I joined the Freedom Fighters Assoclation.

E. Yes, I want to go back to a free Hungary.
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AUDIENCE REACTIONS TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

A. Radio

The whole country listened to the Western radio
broadcasts. Before I owned a radio set I went
to listen = at some friends' house. I listened,
to RFE, VOA and BBC. RFE wase the most jammed.
Before the revolution, I listened once a week
and during the revolution I listened every day.
In the office, everybody listened to the Western
radio broadcasts and used to say, "They talk &
lot but, do nothing."

2, Before the revolution we bought a radio in the
office and, behind closed doors, we listened to
RFE and BBC when we did overtime work. Everybody
was very careful while listening. The risk wes
the greatest around 1950.

3. Respondent'!s Reaction to the adcasts

The broadcasts said 2 lot and did not do anything
to help us. However, we kept listening to the
broadcasts since we were curlous. We were also
glad to know that the West was so well informed
about what was going on in Hungary.

We considered BBC to be the most objective stetion
followed by VOA and finslly, RFE.

Y4, During the revolution, RFE gave us good en=-
couragement. It often gave us self-confidence
and electrified us. However, we were emblttered
when we saw that no help was coming and were more
and more disappointed as the days went by.

5. I think it is true that Western broadcasts and
RFE helped to incite the Hungarian people by holding
out promises of Western help.

6. RFE should continue to broadcast into Huyngary.

7. It should broadcast straight news, especlally
about what is going on behind the scenes in Hyngary.
It should play the forbidden songs and Hungarjan
plays and movies.
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Programs about life in the West are very important.
The radio, however, should not tell about salaries
that »un %3 to $4 an hour. It should tell the
truth and tell what one can buy with the money.

B, I have never heard the initisls, NEM, and
I have never heard of the 12 Demands.

C. Free Europe Leaflets
) R I have never never seen a FEP leaflet.

2. I heard about lecaflets from friends who had
found them near the border.

3. It was dangerous to pick them up. Some were
found near Debrecen.

4, The leaflets were useful just as everything
that comes from the West.

5., FEP should continue to drop leaflets into
Hungary.

6. They should always tell the truth and not
deceive the Hungarian people. They should not
tell about hourly wages in the US.

D. The aim of the Western groups was to inform
the Hyngarilan people about life in the free world
and also to fight agailnst Communist expansion.



CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

1. A child should be taught to be religlous
and to serve God and his country; to obey and
respect his parents and elders. Before the
Soviet occupation and Communism, this was the
pattern in Hungary.

2. I favor discipline with love. I would use
physical punishment only when it was absolutely
necesssry. The parents should always show a good
example to their children since the latter's mind
is very receptive.

3. We were 8ix children in my family. Both our
parents punished us. I wag very stubborn and some-
times, I opposed my parente. For example, I would
hide in the attic and not come down to eat and I
would receive & spanking for that. Until I was
six, I was brought up in Hajdunanas by my grand-
father. I would fight with the other chlldren

and my grandfather punished me with a rope. Once,
I fell into a muddy pond with a clean shirt and I
was severely punished for that.

4, In 80 per cent of the cases, the mother punished
the children.

Workers and peasants beat theilr children more fthan
intellectuals because they were more tired when they
came home,

5. Physical punishement was abandoned at the age

of 18 for the boys and 15 for the girls; earlier

for the children of workers and peasants than of
intellectuals. The Communists gave more freedom

to the children and discipline deteriorated. The
children argued with their parents and felt more
independent. They refused to give their pay as

they had previously and spent the money on cigarettes,
drinks and girls.

6. Before Communism, physical punishment was used.
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When I was in the gymnasium at the age of 14, I
used to fight a lot and was punished by & teacher
with a cane in front of the whole class.

Today the teachers' hands are tied., The Communists
abolished physical punishement and the teacher would
be fired if he punished the child. The children be-
came insolent and even the Communist parents saw
thet this system was not satisfactory since they
could not disecipline their children at home. Some
even asked the teacher to use physical punishment.

7. The characteristics I value most in a friend
are honesty, willingness %o help me when I am in
need, and the ability to overlook my mistakes.



