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The LONDON celebration of the 11th anniversary of
Hungary's "Liberation" took place on Sunday, April 5‘1956,
at the "Classic"cinema.at 11 a.m.

" The main attraction was the Hungarian film: "Fourteen
Lives Saved,"” a good picture showing the rescue of miners trap-
ped in an accident. The propaganda of the Hungarian Regime and
of Soviet friendship is toned down in the film and therefore, :
more effective.

After the showing of the film the Reverend, Dr. W.BRYN:.
THOMAS, Chairman of the British-Hungarian Friendship Society
which had organized the celebration, introduced Arthur HORNER, -
the British miners' leader, Janés KATONA, Hungarian Minister to
IONDON, and Mrs. HART, member off the Executive of the BHFS. The
addresses of theae three people were‘correct and had the usual
ring of banality at "friendship" celebrations. Mrs. HART ap- _
pealed for donations for the Society, took herself pound and ten

shilling notes offered by the audience, while members of the
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Speié&y'aiso made & collection among the audience. It ﬁas ans
‘nounced shortly before the end of the progranm that the collec-
tion amounted to % 24.14.0. e

. The Reverend Dr. W. BRYN.THOMAS, Viear of Ascension
Church, Balham, LONDON S.W., Chairman of the Society made an

- astonishing speech, very far removed from the correct addresses
of the other speakers including Arthur HORNER, member of the
British Communist Party Executive, who was never introduced in
this latter capacity. Dr. BRYN THOMAS, in spite of his degree,
gave the impression of a man, bath uneducated and ill-informed.
He insisted on calling J. KATONA "Minister for Hungarian Affairs,”
and seemed to be unaware that the BUDAPEST Regime had recently
wguspended” the seéntence of Archbishop GROSZ relegating him to

ders of BRYN THOMAS' joviel speech.. ik

z 1. He revealed implicitly that at the celebration at the
. w0lassic” cinema there was a group of "chuckers out.” (They must

 have been so cleverly mixed up with the general public that it

_was impossible to notice them.) The speaker then mentioned "gangs
or rather gangsters" who used to break up similar "friendship”
‘manifestations and threateningly said that the British-Hungarian
Priendship Society Executive was quite determined not to let
this meeting be broken up like for instance a Czechoslovak one,
at the "Priends' House", where "only Mr. Arthur HORNER dared to
speak." There was, however, no opposition whatsoever, no inter-
ptions either. 25 :
B 5, Dr. BRYN THOMAS boasted how he, the sly Welghman, had inm
 a way black-mailed a former Sco®, then Home Secretary. (Clear al- &
Thsion to Viscount KIIMUIR now the Lord Chancellor,the former Sir
. David Maxwell Fyfe.) The speaker then sdid that he had invited
Hungarian Reformed Bishop Janos PETER %o preach in his church at
~ BALHAM, and that the Home Office had, at that time, refused a o
~ wisa., "So, with a lot of mimickry" --— the speake:jqut on — -
"I tried a different approach.... and had Bishop PETER invited by
‘a Presbyterian Church in Scotland.” Asking the Home Office on :
~  the telephone he was told the grant of visa was doubtful and, in
15 minutes time, I got the decision! the visa was granted."” The
‘aundience roared with laughter and the speaker added: "But we can
“only do it, if you are behind us." st R e o

naome ecclesiastical building." Here are the thiree major blun- ._.
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‘ 3, Explaining awey the persecution of some Roman Catholic
prelates by the Hungarian Regime BRYN THOMAS said that 50 per
cent of the clergy's stipends of all denominations were being
paid in Hungary by the State. Now, Archbishop GROSZ, the "Ro-
man Catholic seniarbishop,” was for years getting salaries for
meny of his priests who, in fact, had been dead. (Loud laugn-
ter.) From that money, GROSZ £inanced with American help sub-
versive activities of the former HAPSBURG dynasty, to reintro-
.duce a monarchy in Hungary. By now the speaker was full of
righteous indignation: nGROSZ was thrown into prison, he is
8till in prison. ‘The Arch=bishop of CANTERBURY himself would
be in prison, if he had plotted against the State here."(Au-
dience delighted.) No question, of course, why Mgr. GROSZ
needed money, if it was done "with American help.” ‘No ques-—
tion either, whether this evidence was not similarly faked as,
admittedly, at ther RAJK trial? And the chairman was beaming.

Dy, BRYN THOMAS and also Mrs. HART mentioned that the
B:itish—ﬁungarian Friendship Society progressed during the four 1
years of its existence from about 100 to nearly 1,000 members.
Before the meeting a dozen new members enrolled. During the
speeches "honorable usherettes,"” members of the Society, of-

 fered forms for further enrolments, and the speakers explain-

ed that for half a cruwn yearly they would be able to watch
more film_shows, etc. S ; :

- The aud;ncefcnnpriéad about-250 people, with a big.
sprinkling of Communists,: of Communist sympathizers and Hyngarians,

" also emigrees. Tickets were freely available either on application

to the Society, which involved giving name and gddress of ap-
plicants-or-directly to be teken eway &t the various COLLET's
bookshops. In the hall propaganda 1iterature was freely availeble

' . 1ixe "New Hungary" etc.; a1so a few older "Information Bul- .

letins of the Hungarian Trade Unions" as it was a miners’ film,
and as the Trade Unions are among staunch supporters of the va-
rious friendship.societias;

The.whdla celebration lasted until about 1,15 p.m. Fo
appeal was made %o Hungarians to return to their country. The

 meeting was meant for the British public and members of the

Society seemed unable or unwilling to snswer gquestions about

' repatriation.

End.
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