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MUNICH, July 26, MONIT/LEASON, —— Deputies at the next Hun-
garian parliamentary session, to be convened July 30th, will (izg?y——

—<— pave the right to ask questions from the floor, according %o

a statement by a parlismentarian OvVer adio Budapest July 24th.

Prague Radio said last night that the Czechoslovak National Assembly .
will also meet on_july 30th. 20 : . it
Deputy Sénddor” Barcs said in an interview that the // .

-*

implementation of a plan to elect candidates individually
rather than by lists will meke parliament "more lively, more
active" and more "eritical" in tone.

"I am absolutely convinced that the new interpella=
tion will have great success," Barcs said. "A question raised
by a member of parliament must deal with a matter of the
greatest interest as far as the public is concerned.”

Individual elections "will have a great encouraging
effect on the members of parliament."”

In a Szabad Nep interview of July 23rd, the speaker
of the Hungarian parliament, Sgndor Ronai, said that in future
the authority of the speaker will be inereased., Instead of the
present four gpecial parliamentary committees there will be
nine -~ for legal administration and justice’ foreign affairss
national defensej plan and budgets agriculture’ industry?
commerce’ culturalij and social and health.

Ronai said "new standing orders" on the deputies’
right of interpellation and on the creation of a "separate
parliamentary immnity committee" will be debated. The im=
mnity measure will "be a guarantee of the right of immunity
as laid down in the constitution."

Ronai also said that the July 30th session will
have on its agenda a report by the chairman of the council of
ministers; a speech by the supreme prosecutor and a subsequent
debate on problems connected with the consolidation of social~-
jgt legality’ end a report on the vigits of parliamentary
delegations.
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Ronai said in an interview in Szabad If jusag of
July lst that proposals made at this session will be debated
by the committees concerned and that the majority of deputies
will contribute to the lawmaking. Later, they will give an
account of parliamentary work to their constituenciese.

The new first—secretary of the Hungarian communist
party, Erno Gero, gaid in ‘his speech July 18th that parliament
will meet more often and that committees will in the future be
more active. He also promised that the electoral law will be
revised to provide for individual elections.

The Hungarian trade union paper Nepszava carried an
interview with several Hungarian parliamentarians on July 5th.
Nepszava reported that the deputies agreed that the weakest
point of past parliamentary work was that there were no com—
mittees to take an active part in discussing problems relevant
to the various ministries. The deputies suggested that these
gpecial committees should carry out their getivities during
recesses so that in this way the "guiding role of the national
assembly would really become complete and democratism in our
state 1ife would deepen." ;

On the right of interpellation, Nepszava reported
the deputies agreed it was exercised in the past "onlyeeeif
the deputies used it with discretion and care."

One of the deputies said a great number of past
mistakes could be traced to the fact that parliament was not
informed about important economic and political questions.
The deputies took only a "formal" part in national affairse.

But, "no matter how We look at it," the deputy
said, "we too are responsible for what happened. None of us
had the strength to say: 'this is not so.’ The workers have
therefore rightly criticized me and others."
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The first Polish parliamentary session held @t [/7 £ 7

the end of Apri%zaafter the 20th communist party congress ;
in Moscow was characterized by much discussion among depu~ *
ties., Warsaw radio reported at the time that there was wide
digscussion of the budget, criticism of bureaucracy and that
the editor of the newspaper Zycie Warszawy suggested that
state censorship be reduced to control over what are con-=

gidered state or military secrets.

The Polish premier Cyrankiewicz told parliament
on April 23rd that "it is not accidental that it is.only of °

late, only now, that the Sejm has begun to fulfill its role."

" He ‘said the Sejm should become in reality what it is consti~"

tutionally == "the supreme legislative body, controlling the
activity of all inferior state organs.” To make this possi-

ble, the other state organs must take the proper attitude -

toward it.

Cyrenkiewicz sald past legislative activity con=
gisted all too frequently in merely "rubber-stamping" decrees.
Deputies should have more access to information; in the past
the government had not been cooperative in this respect ——
there were "even cases of hampering access 10 information."
Interpellations were treated as irritating intrusions into
government business. Answers to questions were neglected in

i

an "inadmissible fashion."



