LEADERS OF ELECTRICAL TRADES

ATTITUDE ON HUNGARY CRITICIZED
. - ~ From Our Labour Rep_ﬁrter'
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“ belated protest” was a statement issued ~
by the executive last December after a
flood of letters to the union’s headquarters, |
It merely regretted the intervention of Soviet
lroops owing to “ past mistakes” by the
Hungarian and Soviet Governments, and
‘urged that they should be withdrawn,

“BRUTAL ATTACK *

- The delegates then passed, by a show of
hands, a motion condemning * the brutal ;
attack of the Soviet armed forces on the
- Hungarian. people,” and demanding their
withdrawal. This resolution pledged the
union’s support to the Hungarians in their
| efforts to obtain a Government of their
own choice, free from outside intervention;
demanded the release of Hungarians im-
prisoned *for their part in the fight for
| Hungarian independence v and, finally—a
bitter pill for the Communist leaders of the
union—stated that copies of the resclition
were to be sent to the Soviet and Hungarian
Embassies in London.

An amendment which would have sub-
stituted for all this a mere endorsement of
the executive’s statement last Decembeéer was
defeated.  Taking political  motions .in
- private session at all was an unusual step,
and one on which the leaders apparently
decided at the last moment, possibly after
-sensing the mood of the delegates: but they
had still expected that appeals for unity
- would avert defeat. e
- The E.T.U. leaders did not have a much
happier time when the delegates. still in
private ‘session, heard of the critical condi-

tion of the union’s finances. For two hours

Mr. Frank Haxell, the general secreta{’ﬂ
tried to explain how funds which stood ¥
gbout £1m. a little over six years ago had

Nﬁ?mi-.fallen to about £350,000. The recent
enigineering and shipbuilding strikes, he
told the delegates, had cost the wunion
£163,000, but some of this had been offset
by closing the union’s training college and
convalescent home, and by other economies.

40-HOUR WEEK

For more than an hour, the delegates
hurled questions at the embarrassed eXeck-
tive, but Mr. F. Foulkes, the president, said
after the session that he was sure the
members were now satisfied. The ELl]
was neither bankrupt nor inefficient. |

Earlier in the day Mr. Foulkes had said
in his presidential address that during the
wages standstill period in the engineering :
industry, trade unions must press for a
40-hour working week and a‘third week’s
annual paid holiday, The E. T.U., he said,
could not assoclate with a National Joint
Council in the engineering industry unless
their members had a fair share of the fruits
of higher productivity. They would not

sign away the members’ right to strike by
agreeing to  automatic arbitration on
disputes. < ey . Lo i

The proposed impartial body to advise
on wages, he said, was a deliberate attempt
to take the question of pay as far from
the workshop as possible. © Mr. Foulkes
‘hinted that the union would support strikes

arising in disputes over the employment
of non-unionists or over victimization, in
spite of the conditions in the engineering
wage agreement which imply that all such
disputes should be referred to the industry’s
constitutional procedure. He was loudly
applauded. : | .
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