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No aspect of the Hungarian uprising expressed it ms mgre clearly than
Eiﬁile Within a few
days, these bodies came into existence all over Hungary and assumed important
v _/:e%/msibilities. The’é chief purpose was to ensure for the Hungarian people
eal¥Ycontrol of local government and of mines, factories and other industrial
ente’rpris es, There was even a suggestion that a National Revolutionary Committee
might replace the National Assembly, while another proposal was that a National
Joint Council could exercise the mogativgf Qm%ate. While nothing
of the kind took place, the fact that such suggestions could be put forward oot
illustrates the power concentrated in the hands of these Councils and the degree

the creation of Revolutionary Councils and Workers' Co

to which they were felt to reflect the desires of the people.
The first part of this chapter will deal with the so-called Revolutionary

Councils and the second part with the Workers' Councils in factories.

el llapsed
;;ulq " October theLEgmmnist Party apparatus had M in Hungary, leaving

*&&&%mpubnc A b g RO By Article 30 of the Constitutions of 18 August
1949, various local Councils had been established as orghmns of the State adminis-
tration. Owing to the one party system, these Councils came under the direct
control of the Colmmnist Party and local autonomy was destroyed. As soon as the
Communist Party apparatus collapsed, the Hungarian people demanded that democratic
elections be held in all autonomous coMtiesWhtionm Councils were
created and took over the functions of the local administration.

Just as these Revolutionary Councils were an expression of popular dis-
satisfaction with the local councils of the rggime, so the Workers!'x Councils
were intended to establish real control by the workers in factories, mines
and similar enterprises, Under Article 6 of the Constitution of 1949, the State
and public bodies were to act as™rustees for the whole people" in the working of
mines, large industrial enterprises and State-sponsored agricultural undertakings.
In practice, this meant that rigid P}rt.y contrt}g{: took the place of the darlier |
capitalist system and, during the Rakosi regimeﬂ the Hungarian economy beeeme 4rz.g

)ag was seen in Chapter "9 4@ the interests of the Soviet

—— ot —

Union. The Workers' Councils were an expression of popular disapproval of this
state of affairs.



Revolutionary and Workers' Councils sprang up without any central
direction or coordinating plan, but, asthe days parsi, efforts were made to
achieve some degree of W‘ Mhese efforts were still in a
tentative stage whenk the second Soviet intervention occurred on 4 November,

Workers, soldiersy,students and peasants were the mainstay of the Revoluticonary

ﬁ‘\.u.- /
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Ureaticn of these Tound . ﬂ_’ hd—the establishﬂc#—tho—ee—oe&ed/
Soviets in 1917 and 1921‘ ich el sedu in Petrograd and Kronstadig by—iim

‘Russian workers, soldiers and sail% These Soviets also demanded free
elections, freédom of spe‘,ch)of the press and of assembly, free trade unions,

the abolgtion of compulsory delivery of produce by the peasants and the release
of political prlsoners. In 321 the Central Committee of the Commnist Party

of the Soviet Union&aﬁémd the Sovietfof Kronstadt as ™eounter-revolutionary
boﬂies organized from abroad.,” Identical accusations were made against some of

the Hunparian Councils bythe Soviet and WKadar Governmen§ It is z= clearb'-'w"“/

that those governmmts ‘&“}?e Councilsa(: countyrevolutionaxy element,

- although on 28 October, the oéflcial Q5gan of the Hungarian Workerg QComunist)

Al Yrq g A lu.u..»‘u
Party; Szabad Nep, spoke of the Councils as follows:. 2uote" 71 y oV

Official recognition was given to the Revolutionary Coun01lsby\ wE

Mr., Nagy on 30 October. He referred to them as "autonomous, democratic local ‘“‘Q‘%&d

authorities formed during the revolution.,"” He spoke "in the name of the

National Government' and asked for "full support" e Loy
Information on the establishment and activities of both the Revolutionar

and Workers' Councils is still incomplete. The following outline is based on

statements of witnesses connected with t he Councils, mon&ored radio broadcasts

from Hungary, Hungarian newspapers and leaflets distributed bs=ee on behalf of

the Copncils themselves,
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meews comes all the time from all parts

of Lhe country about the setting up of municipal and county

Councils, orkers® Councils, National Councils or ievolutionary
socialist Committees « many different names: All are alike,
however, in being svontaneous, popular organs which came into
existence through the upsurge of a new democracy of this
country. ‘e do not know who the members of the Councils are,

we do know, however, that they are representatives of the workers

and that they are being elected in a democratic way,  There is

none among them who would abuse the confidence of the people, who
would misuseé his power or think only of his personal position.
Among them are those Communists who are respected and loved i)y
the people. The good judgment and intelligence of the working
ma.ssles are seen in the first measufes taken by these popular

organs. j’ They considempas their first tgbks the regforation
)

seipline/ the restatement Af the desiyes of the

the formation of the Hevolutionary hatipnal Defejice Corm:ittee which

to set up the néw Armed Forces.
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t Revoluationary Councils

A, Territorial Councils

(i) Provinces:

As from 24 October, Revolutionary Councils were set up throughout Hungary
hn villages, towns, at district level and in the counties. Whole areas were
brought under their control, in some cases after fighting with the AVHY,

They at once assumed administrative responsibilities and m;address‘ demands
to the Government, some of which had considerable influence of) the course of
events,

Various terms were used to describe these Councils, such as Revolutionary

 Council, National Revolutionary Council, Revolutionary Committee s Workers' and

Solders! Council, Revolutionary Workers' Co gilz_ Ngt.%: Revolution Committee,
National Council, National Committee, Mmic&wmam

In this s all Bouncils set up in the provinces will be referred to as
"Revolutionary Councils", s

Among the first provincial Councils, established around 24 October, were
those of Debrecen, Gyor, Mosonmagyarovar and Szolnok., The circumstances in which
the Councils came into being varied from place to place, Sometimes, they were
established after peaceful demonstrations/ while, on other occasions,a&éstece
by the AVH had to be overcome before it was possible to preeeed—with—the setbims
up p# a Council., The procedure followed in establishing the Councils also
varied from place to place, The methods used included election by secret
ballot at a general meeting ,/2; gtmeeting of factory workers' delegates,mxx=ak
mcmnthupmbcoca election by representatives of peasants, factory mwk workers
and professional organizations, Somet.imes, members of t he Council were appointed
by 8eehamakiony .amd sometimes +me” by open election from those present at the
meeting. J

The Councils included representatives of all segments of the population.

Debrecen, the Council had one hundred members of whom 60 per cent were workers,

ZI}M\unive sity students and 20 per cent representatives of the armed forces., The
Courfé1 1 [Gyor consisted of workers, peasants, soldiers and hettBStints;
half of the 28 members of the Council of Jaszber@ny were peasants. A number of

Councils included members of the police force, as well as of the Army. Some,
such as t he Council of Debrecen, kept Communist members throughout, while others -
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like that oiprcs"/dropped their Communist members after 1 November,

The Councils stressed in the newspapers and on the radio that what had
paken place in Hungary was nofa counter-revolutionary movement aimed at
resboring the old order, but a democratic and socialist revolution intended
to realize the national aspirations k of the working people. On 29 October,
the newspaper Hetfoi Hirlap commented: "The demands £ /of the Revolutionary
Councilg] are, on the le, identical andeif}%ntia%g_i__a]ist and democratic
in their character and%i not intend to dmskex destroy the peoplef‘s power,
This is proved by the fact that, wherewer Party organizations endorsed the

aims of the democratic revolution, no action was taken against them,"
A ey of the Revoluationary Councils were i‘ui‘l.y supported from the beginning
ww}l)‘ S‘ by the armed forces (Debrecen, Gyor, Szeged, Szolnok, Veszprem), and by the
local Police (Debrecen, Gyor, Mosonmagyarovar, Szolnok, Tatabanya, Veszprem).
Manym of the Revolutionary Councils had radio stations of their own,
which broadcast## news and announcements by the Councils during the whole

period of the uprising. Fhese-brcadcastine-stations controlted-by-the-Gouncils

WeP-—li-waricus—parts..of. . Hungary, Ele most important provincial radio centre
hrgp8ing in Gyor, where Radio Free G¥or and Radio Free Petofi broadcasted@n both

medium and shortwave, e —

Of consdderable political Siéﬁ&ﬁ%%"%ere the demands put forward by the

/

Councils to the Gowernment on behalf of the people of their area/ Some Councils
gave qualified approval to the Govemnment of Mr,., Nagy, while putting conditions
for full recognition. The great majority of Revolutionary Councils were unamimous
in calling for the withdrawal of Soviet troops from Hungary and the organization
h of free elections. Other demands W put forward by the Revolutionary
/ Councils of twelve Humgarian cities cere ;H-l for a protest to the United Nations
agnn‘g& the presence of Soviettro%f in Hung )prd for the United Nations i= to

deal with the Hungarian situation @ua.lity the USSR, withdrawal from the
v .
Warsa Pact,m of neutrality, free and democratic elections, libera-

tion of political prison:&s, dj;ssolution of ﬁ AVH and freedom of speggch, press
religion and associationubolution of y compulsory delivery of produce by the
peasants. It was often emphasized that a return of the estates to their former
owners would not bem "The people have already decided as far as the
question of land, factories and mineral wealth is concerned," one Council delegate
told Mxx the Government on 3 November, "The people will never alter that decision,"

X\ Dokesmn, ok .
- (Y& ge ) o p Ty Bft T
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The Revolutionary Councils athe administration of the cities in which

they were set up, dealing with all the major problems of local government and QIUUO.
addinp-bo-bhrese special measures to restore and maintain order by the setting up

of a National Guard. Some collected medical supplies/ and food for the fighters
and wounded in Budapest. Thus the Revolutionary Council of Jaszber;ny, én

cooperation with the local peasants, from 30 October on provided the flght
Budapest free of chajge with‘xﬁq lOtilograms of food,n. A dﬂ?
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LOO delegates, 4 from each county and 2 from each city in the Transdagubian re

The conference was Openéthe President of the National Revolutionary Council of

Gyor-Soppon county, Attila Szigb ,Demonstrations held in Gyor during the previous

day had demanded the formation of a "counter-government" to that of Mr. Nagy and
HArwta )

had called for military help from the Western Powers./ Mews reached the conference

from Budapest about the "Irrer-gabinet" which Mr. Nagy(ﬂ’ad just set up and about

the opening of negotiations for the withdrawal of Soviet troops. Under the impact

of this news, the conference rejected the prOposal/ for a ¥counter-government" and

declared that it would immediately open negotiations with Mr. Nagy regarding free

general elect.io_ns 4. the ;mguaranteeing of human rights , the proclamatie\pf Hungax:y s

—the Transdanubian

neutrality in the United Natione and other matters. The conference said that/&k would

withdraw recognition from the Government, u if these demands were not satified.

It will be seen that the Trandanubiin National Council took a strongly
individualieaes line in its approach to Mr, Nagy's GoWernment . -No—obhen-Seourcit—
M-qumwm: meeting at Gyor must have expressed views shared
by many of the inhabitants of Western Hungary. Nevertheless, in spite of the
proposal put forward in that area to establish a "counterp-government", ab—wddid—be-

—nobed~that the Transdanubian National Council fie isively rejected the idea, while

ot
insisting upon certain conditions, s ch a% r:gt.rality Z?t will K
recal that. r writer, Lajos Simon, as escribed in Chapter IX, had been the
i) on 16 Octo s AR )
first Hungarian to ll publlclv xk for the withdrawal of Soviet-armed forces.

Under the chairmanship of Mr. Szige a delegation from the Transdanubian

National Council met Mr. Nagy on 31 October at the Parliamentgguilding. For’
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several days Radio Free Gyor the Council demands, including

that for Hungarian neutrality. It was on 1 November, at 7,50 p.m., that Mr. Nagy
made his historic broadcast procldiming the neutrality of Hungary and announcing his :
appeal to the United Nations. T

: o ] aten A
Qlse—omr-i-Nevembery at a meeting of the Council in Gyor, the proposal to |

establish a "counter-governmént" within the framework of the Transdanubian Council k j
was again brought forward, but rejected by a overwhelming majority.

Kdciobcix

(i1i) Budapest

Revolutionary .Jouncil’; orr National Committees were set up all over Budapest.,
As early as the night of 23 October, individual fighting groups elected from among
their members the first temporary Councils to coordinate their forces and to present
their demands to the Government. The leaders of these Councils came together at an
early stage/with those of the Workers' Councils in the same area, and procee@ to |
set up a M Revolutionary Council, consisting of representatives o ghters,
workers' councils and political parties. Several of the Revolutionary Councils of - |

Greater Budapest were elected by democratic wvoting V4 but? in many districts, there MLI

-5 no time to organize mass meetings for a democratic election b*"?j:f MQ,L.,!.L

L &

‘f‘”‘“ tukerbinting A November.J
The Committee w_nformatl on on the Rggggz]igi%*ﬁouncils ofgoubh Budapesb

Csepel and Bistricts II, V, VII, VII, XII, XIV and XX, These Councils and Committees
had an average membership of 20 to 25. Among the members were workers, xzsmkkdmesx,
soldiers, police, students and other intellectuals ) small artisans and small shop-

keepers. They met every 2 or 3 days and, like the provincial Councilsg undertook

fhe various responsibilities of public administration, as well as emergency tasks

Abeakied

wade necessary by the fighting., After adopting the 16 demands of the students as
C—— o,

MM
a political platform, these Budapest Coungcils madec"bat.engntxconcerrﬂ.ng their

recognition or conditional recognition of t he Nagy Government. The Councils expressed
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their views in a newspaper, Esti Hirlap, which appeared through 3 November, \

i — - - - . ~eae
——— -

| S B. Functional and Representative Councils

R« a1 e

$iJ Students and Youth

The Students' Revolutionary Council @f?eater Budapesy was created on the |

. s, . s BB

eve of the uprising. ”I:bswf‘irst task was to help in organizing the various University

e

manifestations in Budapest, Later, this Council was aptive in bringing together the

various groups of student fighters scattered about Budapes‘l:/ and) in cases, !

isolated from each other, The Council had a radio station of its own an publication

adas i

Egyetemi Ifjusag (University Youth) -ﬂ Cl_ijtributed leaflets and handbills. Later,

the Council helped the Government in organizing the Natiomal Guard, a large part of

loao

whichnconsistg/of #$p students. The Committee received as evidence of the Council's
attitude a leaflet signed by it expressing confidence in ‘mre Nagy, a confidence which

Aone
was said to tshaken for 2 or 3 days but to have become "stronger than ever",

c" wf& ( e ]ﬁaflet described how Mr., Nagy had been a prisoner of the AVH, (A photostatic
copy of this leaflet is gizen as an annex to this report).

The Free HungariansYouth Alliance was founded on 27 October to include all

revoluftionaxy youth and student organizations. The Revolutionary Students! Council

and various other new youth groups in Budapest became members of this dlliance.

e bhiS2
Its publication was the former organ of the Central Committee of|Ahe Communist

Youth Organization HSzabad If jusag W The Alliance supported the

16 demands cf the students and added others, including one for a strike of workersr

Con i

until the departure of Soviet troops.

On 28 October a preparatory committee was set up for the Militant Organization. .

of Young Workers and Working Youth, This was supported by DISZ and was intended to

cooperate With stucie;t._and piasa.nt: Hyouth groups, M Aps—, t %
£1iF Armed Faérces awn Ale— J’ffﬁffa&/\«:‘j 7 /ae. YVa b o

In the early hours of 31 October, at a meeting in the Ministry of Defense,

representativés of ;@!& Revoluationary Counciw up the W
« : |
thw,m%,m/w&amaw% ;




Defense Committee., Local revoluitionary army committees and military councils L

% e B

had been set up all over the country /in different units, including the Air Force

Pe \

Command and the Military Academies., The KeRXIRxERX meeting of 31 QOctober was \1

- TP e

convened by the Revoludtlonary Mllltary Council of the Hungarian Peoples! |

s T i - et L N TRV, P S ey ey Ty £y

% called for repudiation of the Warsaw Pact "after immediate convocation of a

conference of the signatory

the Hungarian Army,
B

It adww set up Qonnnitt ee of 21 officers, among them Colonel Bela Kiraly and |

Colonel Pal Ma&kr "

o g N ST AL
Tadh e ek

n:n.rernmen'c,s"J - o‘c/cupation of the u mines by

qu

&1
for the withdrawal of Soviet troops. dxcfwmcdumnes i.

On 30 October Mr. Nagy had announced that the Revolubionary Na.tional Defense

v R s <4
Commite e, once it had been for establisped, would form a new armed forcty made

R TSI

up of units of the army, the police, the revoluft ionary insurgent{and the workers!

and youth brigades, He declared that the Committee would "restore the internal

peace of our country and create the conditions for Wnof the éovernment'

"'\--"‘h

S
programme s proclainut ofy 28 and iO Ostober. The Revolutionary Defense Committee will

Q
operate until the new government J’formed through Lgfneral me-emeonet eledtior% Aou.c '

Aot

and takeg office,"
e ¥

Between 1 and 3 November the Defense Committee set up the Revolutionary Commitee

lodict wd hbotockny, Jogis® :
of the Public ﬁxnxo‘gecurlltkmn orcefﬁmwsmzméﬁtional Guard ,
‘of Bekbets ep qarmed formations who were not in the Q-EBHAQ&Q_M n""‘“"g,,. |

to be composed of members of

\.

or~factory gwerds, Colonel Belj meet Kiraly was promoted to General and appointed
Commander-in-Chief of th@ National Guard, which was to enjoy equal status with the

army and the police.

wungarian Revolugt ionar

ary Committee of Intellectuals

A
This Commkttee was set

Up on 28 October at a meeting held at the Lorand Eotvis/

University in Budapest. It inc ludedmrepresentatives of organizations of students ’

writers, Journalists, artists, musicians » professors, the Betofi Club and the

Natmﬁil Corrmittee of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, This Committee was the last

> S e
T w‘,

"\_ it N ’.ﬁi..',-df R i s g e o ¥
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Hungarian body to broadcast an announcement on Lts work to the people of Hungary.
This it ka#t did at 4.30 a.m. on 4 November, as the second Soviet attack on Budapest

was about to begin, Transforming itself later into the Council of Hungarian _ /

—tr AT

LT T

Intellectuals, it was to play an important part in events after that date.

]

——

5
C. Establishment of Revolutionary Committee within
Governmehh Departments ~

From 30 October, Revolutionary Committees were established in most of the
| Government Departments. Examples are the Minis}f;ies of Construction, Education, r

Food, Foreign Affairs, Internal Trade, Justice, Meﬁﬂaﬁéfgy and Machine Industry

' § L] E’

f § b sy

and State Economy.i'COmmittees were #280 established in the National Bank, the
vy

Supreme Court, the Chief Bublic Prosecutor's Office, the General Directorg of the -: 3
Railwaypand the Hungarian Radio. Revolutionary Committees were also set up in the
Hungarian Embassy in Belgeade and in thizgggation in Vienna. In some cases, the
Minister was included on the Committee, as was Rezso Nyers, Minister of Food,

while in others the Revolutionary Committees removed the Minister from his post,

sometimes with officials serving under him.

R N R Y E YRR ¥ R

After 30 Octobex) t he Revolutiﬁnary Committes were in

"y

complete control of many Government Bepartments, (Sowerai of them issued statements

and demands on questions of policy.

Lack

On 30 October and 1 November, twg[ifatements1dere issued by the Revoluftionary
Committee of the Foreign Ministry under the Bhairmanship of Peter Mod. The first
condemned the "unwarranted interferences of Soviet troops" and called for the

immediate withdrawal of Soviet armed forces, The second asked Bhe "entire
Wit A Coni' e i e'd
Hungarian people" to support the proposallft had made on the morning of 30 October

§
"for realizing the neutrality of Hungary for all time." fﬁqa(kmmﬁttee also expressed

| the opinion that the Governmente should seek material aid from the great Powers
| boden
| and that the ® bauxite and uranigp of Hungary should be used to "ereate national

: 4
l ' prosperity.



The Revolutionary Committee of the Ministry of Education on 1 November

———

declared that the teaching of Russian in primary schools must céase and that
religi‘dteaching mist be given in accordance with the wishes of parents, On
2 November, the Committee said that "wherever possible, regular lessons should
start /i.e. be resumed/ on 5 November,"

The Revolutionary Committee of the Ministry of Justice on 2 November said

——

that a draft decree providing for the release of political prisoners, except those

convicted for illegal executions, was ready for consideration by the Council of
Ministers,

The Revolutionary. Councils in the Supreme Court and in other Courts on 31 October

- T
Aad | ® November called for the abolution of secret trials.

The Revolutionary Committee of the Swpx Chief Prosecutors$s Office reported on

N e

SRR Snm——— —y e T

3 November that it had begin to review cases of political cr:Lme5 and a hundred young

people had.bern set free who ‘swme charged with seeking to flee the country, "being
no longer able to endure the poverty and terror."

The Revolutionary Committee of the Central Planning Board on 30 Ocotober

demand@) among other things, theonf all economic swmd political and
)

military— treaties,

ﬂl. Revolugtionary Committee of Radio Kossuth (Radio Budapest) said on 30 October

that the radio had been an institution of lies for many years past. It had lied
during the night and during the day and on all wavelengths., From now on, it would tegl

the truth., A similar statement was issued on the same day % the Hungarian Telegraph

”
Agency (MTI), on behalf of its staff, members of the Smallholders, Communist, Socialist

K
and Peasant Parties,

D, Efforts for the Coerdination of Revolutionary
Councils and Committees

By the end of October more and more demands were made for the establishment
of a central organization to coordinate the work of the numerous Revolutionary

Councils and Committees, The second Soviet intervention prevented the establishment of
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such an organization, but certain attempts were madz'.\ Theee were plans to form a
National Revolutionary Council, on the lines of the Transdanubian National Council
to which reference has been made above, Similar Councils would have been established
for the region between the Rivers Danube and Tisza and for bhe Estern m'
Witnesses stated that th&.central organization of Revolutionary Councils would le ve
been builbfrom the bottom and hot from the top. It would have cooperated with the
Government to prepare for the holding of free elections. A specific proposal for
such am a central organigation was made by a delegation from the VWorkers!' Coun%}o "

which called on Mr. Nagy and Mr. mldylﬁg?

of County Borsod-Abauj-Zemplgn/ This would have consisted of democrat lected

members of the Workers'! Councils in Budapest and pfovinces.

Before the uprising, the mass organization known as thv@-ﬁ’-—

ﬂha Peoples! Patriotic Front (PPF) had been led by the Hungarian Workers!' (Communi sb)

Party?, although predominahtly made up of non-Communists, On 28 October this

Met up t@ Central National Committee, with the task of uniting and coordinating

e it e T

i
the activities of locally elected revolutionary bodies., g It was said that th“

Y N
Committee would keep the people informecgon the activitﬁof ihona-bodi es and Lt;he

- T A R Y T v,
Srinny,

press and wee r;cﬁ'd'b

g B OPINE

scope of their authority(" e
)
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The Hungarian National Rwoluiféﬁgfy Committee was set up by Jozesef Dudas,

I S —

a former member of the National Peasant Party. This Committee had a newspaperf of

its own from 30 October, the Magyar Fuggetlenseg (Hungarian Independence). The
first number of this newspaper published a 25 point resolﬁtion which the Committee

had submitted to the Government. The Committee declared that it would not recognize

wa Aok i ih
the Government of Mr. Nagy until the latter included!the "elected representatives"

wa of thejCommittee and others, It called for repudiation of the Warsaw Pact, for
Hungarian neutrality and for the immediate withdrawal of Soviet troops. Mr, Dudas
also issued a statement cn 30 October inviting the Hational revolutionary organs to

send delegates on 1 November to a National Congress of Revolutionary Delegates,
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He asked that phese delegates should be Hungarians with a clean conscience

who had never taken part m in the policies of the old regime orihe regime

Rakosi and Gero, but had always been "on the side of freedom and progress",

The next day, Magyar Fuggetlenseg ammounced that this ngress had had to be
postponed indefinitely because Budapest was surrounded by Soviet forces which

prevented delegates from the provinces from entering the city. On 2 November
; 2 i

the newspaper stéj:,ed that all the 25 points submitted to the Government had

been :I.mplemented . -pl-ood-of ~-Hungaryls..sons.and

_d.augh.te:a, Josesu.f.' Du as waaerested and executed by the Gove of Mr. Kadar. ,

g & el I AR e A gl BOD T AE
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/{} N E. Contacbs of Revolutionary Counclls W'.Lth the Go¥ernment &

From 26 October on, Mr. Nagy and other members of the

a great many delegations sent by RevolutiPnary Councils and National Committess

from different parts of Hungary. Q\Pﬁ& all of these presented demands to

- Ge.
the Government, as has been described in the specific instait._\of the Trandanubian

] National Council. The Revolutionary Councils amd National Committees of Creater
| Budapest also had numerous contacts with the Pd me Minister. A witness who was
ahatrman of the Revalationary Council of South Budapest said that he saw Mr. Nagy
on four occasions betfween Zpx 22 October and 3 Novemt% n 1 and 2 November,

m gs were held bet.ween epresentatiges of the Government and -eweh

A ™ -
Sl T e .,“' - a ‘ avs - - Ee - hend o - § ’ 1' et 4 $9+- T e
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’ ot
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- of_Intellestuale—alad Revolutiona:y Committee of the Fumparian Free Trade Unipns

¥,

F

At a meeting on 2 Novrember in the Headquarters o the Builders' Trade Union,
representatives of the Revolutionary Council Semphasized that Hungary wanted to
live in peace with all countries, but that "Hungarian neutrality was worth no morel
than the paper it was written on so long as Soviet armorces rema;lned on
Hungarian soil." Another demand put forward concerned the Broadening
of the Covernment on a m basis. Lw_itness reported that representaives
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of the Revolutionary Councils formed a committee of three, who called upon
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yacozioneg dccording to Magy e g Puggetlenseg of 31 Uctober, ti "
proposals were to be trans: ‘itted to the Covernrent by i, Nary,
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Mr., Nagy to ¢mpress upon him the need to reorga.nize his Government,
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ession which em erges from a study of the Revolutionary

Councils and National Committess is that of a spontaneous, nation#—wide movement
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to assert the right of the Hungarian people tocf& direction of their affairs and L
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