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All the evidence avallable to the Committee, both written and aral, left no

Jorlh&“ '
doubt regarding the universalw and fear inspired for years before t.he up—

Thlje feo Ligy pleged o
rlsing by the security olice or AVH, (Alla(.} Vedelm:l Hatoség) (FQCJ R g 4vo
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e security ce goes back to December 1941;, when, in Debrecen,
Ar H .(U
Jy‘” 2 A the then provisional Government of Bungary sent 22 persons to a tralnino ccurse for the
aJim b &’)

7 (,V&.Iu. setting up of a political police, It was a guiding principle that only Communict Party

members could be appointed to key positions in the AVH, According to witnesses, one

)ﬂ“-bk ﬂ{; of the most serious consequences of Soviet inerference in Hungarian internal a ffairs

' occurred after the election in 1945 s which left the Communist Party with only 17
Wﬂ’“f
; 0 per cent of the seats in Parliament, The Portfolio of the Ministry of the Irrt.erior,
| ,n .

under which the AVH was placed at that time, was thkem out of the hands of the Small-
ey (Fd, Kowsf h ant) hid Ve s c‘fw
holders arty and the Committee an&;g.that this was done at the 1nsistence

of Marshal Voroshilov himself,

1.3 security police
After 1949, Qhe X and the military frontier guards were ®eth placed under the AVH

and made directly responsible to the Council of Ministers, while the regular Hungarian

police remained under the Ministfry of the Interior, The AVH had jurisdiction over Sneh

maffeid af
Cespionage s conspiracy and treason, From 1949 onwards, with an interruption during

Mr, Nagy's premiership (1953-55) , the AVH was said to have adopted in full the methods
of the NKVD, ae) (5 hate beve & Atal mschines, J Fost Cotyd]
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In the second half of 1956, apparently under theimpact of the 20th Congress of the
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Communist Party of the Soviet Union and after the rehabilitation of lagzlo Rajk, the

supervision, ~——0 == ;



It was &30 intended to M"assert Socialist legality without fail and to ensure
the free exercise of citizens'! legal rights". "Socialist legality" had been defined
by one of Hungary's chief legal experts, Prof, Imre Szabo, in the review TARSADALMI N
as "thé absolute and @omplete adherence to Socialist legal maxims, to the laws s
ordinances and decisions expressing the will of the workers and of the working clgss".
On 26 June 1956, the Minister of Justice, Erik Molnar, is reprorted to have add“#‘l'u)
that his Ministry and the regular Hungarian courts had had no jurisdction at all during

the past few years in cases of political offenses which were of importance to the Party

and that "this illegal and harmful practice had to stop". (SZABAD NFEP)

Budapest Radio on 31 July broadcast a statement made the previous day to the Hungarian
National Assembly by Chief Prosecutor Gy8rgy Non, who eriticized the special position
enjoyed by the AVH, He asserted t.hat_ many leaders of that organization had abused their
power and had exported untrue confessions of guilt by the use of "moral and physical
pressure", The Chief Prosecutor accused them of violating Socialist legality "in the
most callous mamner” and drew attention once more to the fact that the AVH was subject
to no form of supervision, Howevér, he claimed that infringements of legality were now
Caled for  Dhuyor?
punished and that the AVH and the judiciary tequ-i.nnd-.the support of all genuine pat,rio.ts.
Witnesses reported that the AVH consisted mainly of Hungarians , but that 12 advisors
from the Soviet NKVD served with it, One witness stated that an MVD officer was

permanently stationed in each department of the AVH and that an NKVD Lt-Col and Major

were always present in the investigation demrtment., It was said that many Hungarian
| Serynsy s o
members of AVH were Soviet citizens and most of the Hungarians Ahad been traired in th

Soviet Union.
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AVH personnel were said ho have been carefully screened, not only by the AVH

- WJ&&@
itsel/f, but also by_.the NKVD, AVH members were paid salaries abows20~per-termt-to

WA
o=men.gent higher than those ofﬁiungarian workers,, She-ineeme—ef.an. -AVi--offiecer-ranged
’.,,
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Porints Tor a Hun arian workerge. In addition,they hd pension rights and many privileges
unknown to the proletariat, such as free accommodation, clothing, cut prices for food,
special private schools.for their children and all kinds of bonuses,including

/ one for an arrest. On special assignment, they received frocm a secret fund approximately
fox five or six times the amount oftheir salary in the form of a bonus, which, for

\ bookkeeping purposes, was put down under the heading of the construction of new

buildings or expenditure ofi new furnishings, Rt et S
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A number of witnesses claimed that the AVH functioned under direct Soviet controi,
J"“ i 7 : %aa&uq héfv.:y alfk.,/[,;(mu Besen
and het—the-proparatiei—pt- the Rajk trial was in the hands of General Bielkin of the

/
boal
/ Moscow Headguarters of the NKUd, who, from his headquarters at Baden near Vienna, ythen
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servn% as police chief for all the countries under Soviet control, He was said to have

come to Hungary early in 1950 and to have established his headouarters in the AVH

TR,
building at 60 Stalin (Andrassy) Street  Between 1953 and 1966 ,)geveral witnesses
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told the Committee that they had been visited by detectivesd{nd ordered to say nothing
about the role performed by the NKVD during the Rajk case, When one witness told the
Supreme Court of Hungary on 29 Farch 1956 that he had appeared before General Bielkin
as a defendent during the Rajk trial, his statement was deked from the record___by the

presiding judge, Jogsef Domokos,
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All witnesses W that the

AVH maintained a very elaborate network of spies , informers and dfents Brovacateng

It was said that members of the AVH or their informers were present in all offices and
all factories , so that nvne knew , even when talking to friends, where his words
would be repeatedhalf an hours later. During the uprising, documents found in the
building im ff the Ministry of the Interior in Budapest were said to have supplied
effidence of the extent of th.d AVH spy network . The material found inecluded 6 steel
cabinetf of tgpe recordings , mostly of telephone conversations carried on with people
outside Hungary, Diaries were also found in which details of conversations were
recorded, The material proved that the spy network involved a very important part of
the Hungarian population from high government officials to simple factory workers.
Some of these had been anti-Communists before the War, others were former members of e
Hungarian National Socialist Party and others again had somethinz to hide in their
private lives. By Law II of 1952 anyone discriminating against a person who acted as
informer for the AVH was punishable by up to six monthsin prison,

Much testimony was given to the Committee on the subject of inhuman treatment and

’/)n.wu eter AP ed Ha L el 4‘14‘0.17 ;c-loul efyeshne ay)

torture used by the AVH to secure confessions or denunciations, /Phe Committee has s
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every reason to accept this—beebimony as el true, wui it has* noz‘éndgod-

in this Beport to enter into a detailed description of the sadiiy barbarities of which

many witnesses wpoke,

For its purpose, the Committee deems it more important to draw attention &x in general
The

terms to two factors in the situation, %{irst of these is the infringement of human
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rights\ which sweh~practives involved , The second is the undoubted fact thatessistuatis.

the eméarg population of Hungary lived for years under the shadow of the AVH terror
Aa)mfkmq_

Wag
aprreratuwe and that no single factor weswewe-dzporisnt in uniting chE)eople against
the foreign despotism which maintained it in power, '



