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WEST 'S ATOS PHRE SITFITD UETURNEES

Budariet, in lngorian to Hungarians in West Europe, Oct, 23, 1957,

LOUl @ Hle
{amoivmous Commentary)

(‘!’é‘-‘ i;) A yeer zgc todey, on Jci. 23, 1936, our "Fatherlard” transuission
was On the ~ir et The usual time. The correspondent . &g you will probsily
rapanher, said thet there had Diexa demonstrations in Budapast that after
nore  Net long sfter the end of the prograw, the first shots were fired
8t £ radio buliding by snipers. The naxt dey a% the usual time our

; .oof Jovy standing tried in wain to tune in, the welil-gaown voice:s
wad- - f tas air. Ca that day and for many weeks afterwara the
Fatherlondd voloe was silers, or mors acurately, it Lad been silencecd,

3., fungariane ebroed heard incressingly alarwing news. Foreig:
Jtatious blevad instructions in Hungarian for days from the Westh.
Jestewy .. paped: car.ried arciclse on Eungary, their news items aund ariicias
pig . ae people. Our compstriots atrnad were unable 1o unczrstand
exsehiv nhat was happening in Hungary, and their hearts were full of
anxiesy and feer.

Tnfortunctaly, on Oct. 23, this year, the muaber of thoes who sii Deside
‘C’*-ur ;':‘G Ld’é €au svening in fureign coumtrice, walting for the

dRstierland?  omgwam to stert, is much lavger, They wait for it with
'ba--iu:-.;:g 8..\_& axd, =8 many of our returued cumratriots have said,
o )

<4k Les. Tui 2yes. Alas, the vanks of our listeners have become :nuc.h bigs:r,

and Ve :'_'@r:;-':-i\“'.». 2 ully mailbsg daily. Mary, very many people, wait for

news “rom s ulese daye to know: what is life like et home, what is happen-
ing, saoalc we come home, what lies in steors for those vho decide to

T b

We have had repatriatsd people or visitors speaking on our programs aligog
daily who could »elate in their own words what was he ppening in Hongary.
Tou rust sucely remember, compatricts, that you have heard speaking

“a o voung workers, who in epite of their youth have bacome experiencst
Al welli-traveled. You have heard elésriy imzllestualsz and articans,
whoe the ritrechions of a world of free competition failed to retzin abrecac.
You h:ve heard returned priests of the Catholic Church, students, simple
women, and finally mothers and fathers whe would give their lives to serv:
thaii childrents interest.

[}

L

lizay of them have spoken to you and they have spoken in difrerent waj

V11 of theiw »eleted in their own fashion what brought them home and what
their life is like &t present., Their ideology varies, too. Some of thea
“.: necome convinced communists while abroad, and C*‘l’-‘_"‘:‘s havz been, and

renrin, deerily religious.



- I1 14 - HUNGARY
Oct, 24, 1957

Scme of them were forced to come home by financial difficulties and some
others returned in spite of having obtained better living conditions
abroad. Some found they were unable to live any longer without their
families or friends, and you also heard a father who came home with his
wife and four children because he could no longer bear the suffocating
atmosphere abroad. ‘

They spoke to you in their different ways, and you, dear comratriots,
were able to follow by their stories the difficult year full of work and _
fighting which now lies behind us. They told you they had been surprised
finding hardly any trace on their return of the havoc wrought by the
counterrevolution. The houses had been rebuilt, factories ware producing
more than in previous years., Most of them were taken back Into their old
employment and their wages--as those of all Hungarian workers--were higher
than last year.

They told you that the new leadership has resolved marg- burning questions,:
that the system of compulsory deliveries and the tax on childless couples -
has l2en abolished. They said that factories are disiributing shcres

of tie profits to their workers and that family houses =e being given
back to their owners, They said that shops are better stocked then ever
before, and there are more shoprers, that there is still a queue for
theater and cinema tickets, that it is still hard to find a table in the
cafes; as they are always full, and that there is no event which is

not followed in half an hour by a joke-~the product of the perennial

humor of Budapest. : ¢

People still hang on to straps on streetcars on the boulevards, as our
transport still has not improved adequately. But as of January, social
supervisors--simple people-~-will check up on the allocation of

apartments, because in spite of 1ncreased buﬂldlng it is still hard to get
an apartment,

. However, the repatriates also spoke about things that are sad, Nearly
all of them said the same thing, whether or not things had gone well with
them abroad: +that they could no longer suffer the humilitation abroad,
because wherever they were, people kept pointing to them and loolding down
on them. They were not regarded as human beings, but as tools for making
profits, money, and most often as political tools. Many, particularly
the young ones, were often shy at the microphcne, they were ashamed of
having been duped having been flatterlngly called freedom fighters.

They learned at their own heavy cost that they had been merely the
victims of the basest machinations against the country and the reople.
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Our compatriots came to appreciate what it is like abroad and told

us here at home about it, that our system of socialist construction--

in spite of all the mistakes that still exist--offers the people a

rmore humane and secure, a happier future. This means more than anything
else; the motor bicyeles, cars, the promises of a glamorous future. Many
of then had been afraid that there would be discrimination against them
at home, because although they had not committed any crimes, they had been
disloyal and deserted their country in the most difficult situation.
Perheps they would even have considered it fair.

They were mistalen, however. The Hungarian people's state has such
strength that it has been able to forgive its returning disloyal sons.
There is no discrimination against them whatever. Such were the things
you heard Trom your repatriated compatriots.

We wanted to irace through their words the road which we have traveled
here at home. Many of you ask, how did it happen that this small
cour,’ 'y vhich last year presented a panorama of destruction, could

hav: «ade such tremendous progress in a year. Janos Kadar answered

this uestion at yesterday's PPF natiornal council debate. If the people,
the working class, had not rallied to the government and the party, if
they had not felt that the government and party were serving their
interests, it would not have been possible to achieve these results.



