Building Workers' Unicn Comgress

A three-day congress of ti ullding Workers mliaon opened 4

13th Decemter, The 404 delegates, representi

W 100, 1ng work net

presence of 3andor Ronal, the FPresifact f the assen

LY i v r Gaspar,  retary
General of the Trade Union Couneil; &%, ® Trautmenn, the Minister of Bulldlng;
Jozself Prieszcl, Memcer of the Party Cente.Y ¢ ™'!ttes,
Bruttyo's Report
Janos Bruttyc, Oeneral Secretary of the Unicvn, [T ™ rFejort Speaking of

the housing problem, he said that in spite of the large rumcee J® “wellings [ullt,
there was a housing shertage. The country's econamic¢ situation %a* oot make 1t
possible to satisfy the demand for housing out of Stete resources 24" Desplite the
consideratle investments made Ly the State, private bullding must 8lso s snocuraged.
In the union's opinion some of the dwellimgs built by the State could be sold st

favourable berms to workers, The money thus Pecovered oy the State could ve used for
more housing.

Bruttyo spoke of the great need to traim more skilled bullding workers. e
# result of recent wage adjustments, building operatives were the fourth best pald
group of workers. Their earnings had gone up by 30-53 per cent since 1954, He alsc
underlined the importence of tightening work disciplime end the need to launeh a campalgn
against pilifering in enterprises.

Spesking of She trede unions' political setivities, Bruttyo said it would be
8 good thing to reorganise union meetings in sueh @ way s Bo ensble the participants
to @iscuss importent political problems. Relations between the nullding workers'
unions and unions in capitalist countries hed greatly developed. On behalfl of the

union, Bruttyo thanked the sister unioms four their help after the counter-revolution.
(wrx 13.12.57)
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b nda .mm mmmm& report,

the Minister of Building, said that thanks to the workers,
the industry had fulfilled this year's plan eommitaents, His Ministry's opinion was
that the building industry could "no longer remain without unified central guidance"
either organisatienally or frem the peint of view of equipment and supplles. The
Ninjst y would thevefore draw wp & set of standard pules applicable to all branches of
the State-owned building induetry and to oivil engineering, (Budapest 15.00, 14,12.57)

a delegate frem the QDR, said that on the initiative of his union
IM.150,000 had been collected to aid Hungarisn workers, His umion would send equipment
to fit out 30 day nurseries completely and tents for a camp for 200 echildren,

Sandor Romai spoke of the need to reduee bullding eosts and appealed to
engineers and technisians to help selve this probiem, The faetory councils should
help to inerease production and maintain the present standard of living,

Brkki Saloma, Seeretary-General of the Finnish Builders' Union,spoke of the
Pianish workers' sympathy for the Hungarian workers' struggle to defend the workers '
power, The Italian and Polish delegates Giorydo Guerrd en? JoZmwnd Garmowski a1so
spoke , ("I 14,12,.57) -

Election of Offigers

The congress ended om 15th December. A draft resolution was adopted with
some minor smendments, The dongress sent a telegram of groetings to the Party Centrel
Cosmmittee. The - gibers of the union's executive were eleoted by secret pallot. Miklos
Somogyl was re-elected Chairman, and Janos Bruttyo Secretary-General, The eongress
ended with a closing speech by Bruttyo, no detalls of whieh were heard here, (Budapest
16,00 and 21,00, 15.12.57)



