ASSEMBLY OF CAPTIVE EUROPEAN NATIONS
29 WEST 57th STREET
New York 19, New York

PLaza 1-3850

[;-l J/h November 11, 1958,
,

I have the honor to inform you that the Assembly of Captive
Bulgaria European Nations held its 60th to 63rd Plenary Meetings on October 23
and 24, 1958, at the Carnegie Endowment International Center, New York

Czechoslovakia City.

Estonia The 60th Plenary Meeting, held on October 23rd in commemoration
of the second anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution, unanimously

Hungary adopted a Declaration on that subject (ACEN RES/PA 126 (V) Pol,),
introduced by the Rapporteur, Mr, Jozsef Kovago, former Mayor of

Latvia Budapest and currently Vice-Chairman of the Assembly., The Assembly
further unanimously adopted a Resolution entitled, "Cardinal Mind-

Lithuania szenty and the Papal Elections'" (ACEN RES/PA 125 (V) Gen.).

Poland During the meeting guest speakers from the United Nations
Delegations of China, Denmark, Ireland, Italy and the Netherlands

Romania paid tribute to the heroism of the people of Hungary. Messages of

sympathy and solidarity were also received from Ambassador Henry
Cabot Lodge, Permanent Representative of the United States to the
United Nations, Dr. Emilio Nunez-Portuondo, Permanent Representative
of Cuba to the United Nations, Mayor Robert F, Wagner and Represent-
ative Kemneth B. Keating.

The 61st Meeting of the Plenary Assembly unanimously adopted a
Resolution on "The Problem of Refugees from the Captive Countries"
(ACEN RES/PA 128 (V) Soc.), introduced by the Rapportuer, Dr. Jan
Papanek, of Czechoslovakia, and also endorsed the report of the
General Committee on that subject (ACEN Doc. No. 124 (V) Soc.).

The 62nd Plenary Meeting debated the Soviet Co-existence
Offensive, unanimously adopting a Resolution (ACEN RES/PA 129 (V) Pol.)
introduced by the Rapporteur, Dr, Otton Pehr, of Poland., In view of
the forthcoming debate in the First Committee of the Thirteenth United
Nations General Assembly on a Draft Resolution proposed by the so-
called Delegation of Czechoslovakia, this may be of particular interest
to you,

The 63rd Plenary Meeting unanimously adopted a Resolution
entitled, '"The Fortieth Anniversary of the Proclamation of the
Czechoslovak Republic'" (ACEN RES/PA 130 (V) Pol.), introduced by
Mr, Vaclovas Sidzikauskas, of Lithuania.



Finally, in order to mark United Nations Day, the Plenary
Assembly unanimously moved to send messages to the President of the
Thirteenth United Nations General Assembly and to the Secretary General
of the United Nations (ACEN RES/PA 131 (V) Gen., and RES/PA 132 (V) Gen.).

I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of each of the above-
mentioned documents.,

I beg you, Sir, to accept the assurances of my highest consider-

Ghle A

Stefan Korbonski
Chairman

H. E. Dr, Charles Malik

President

13th General Assembly of the United Natioms
United Nations Plaza

New York City
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CARDINAL MINDSZENTY AND THE PAPAL ELECTIONS

Resolution unanicously adopted by
Bulgaria the 61st Meeting of the Plenary
Assenbly, October 23, 1958,

Czechoslovakia
Estonia
Hungary
The Assenbly of Captive European Nations,
Latvia
Having learned with astonishoent and revulsion of yet
Lithuania
another outrage committed by the puppet regime in Budapest in
Poland
fornally refusing to pernit Cardinal Joseph Mindszenty to go
Romania

to Rome in order to fulfill his sacred obligations entrusted

to hin as a Cardinal of the Roman Catholic Church,

VIGOROUSLY CONDEMNS:
this gross and brutal interference into the religious
life of the Hungarian people which is in clear violation of

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
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THE SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF THE
HUNGARIAN NATIONAL REVOLUTION
Albania
Declaration unanimously adopted by the 60th Meeting of the
Bulgaria Plenary Assembly, October 23rd, 1958
Czechoslovakia
Estonia We, the member nations of the Assembly of Captive
' European Nations - Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Estonia,
Hungary Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Romania - solemnly pro-
fess our profound admiration and respect for the martyrs and
Latvia heroes of the Hungarian Revolution.
Lithuania We declare that the re-establishment of Hungary's in-
dependence amd the restoration of the right of the Hungarian
Poland people to freedom and self-determination are basic and inescapable
obligations of all people living in liberty and independence,
Romania not only toward Hungary but toward all Soviet subjugated peoples.
Today, on October 23, 1958, the second anniversary of
the outbreak of the Hungarian Revolution, we reaffirm our con-
viction that the human rights and the independence of the free
world will remain in mortal jeopardy as long as the Soviets, in

violation of the principles embodied in the Atlantic Charter
and in the United Nations Charter, keep any of our peoples in
bondage.

We consider the Hungarian revolutionary struggle of
1956 a symbol of the urge for liberty of our peoples. As proof
of our solidarity with the Hungarian people we demand:

1. The immediate withdrawal, in concordance with the
United Nations resolutions, of Soviet military
forces and all Soviet agents from Hungary, to be
followed by democratic and unfettered elections,
under United Nations supervision;

2. The expulsion from the United Nations of the
Hungarian Communist Delegation appointed by the
Communist administration against the will of the
Hungarian people.
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Parallel with the aforementioned basic demands, we request that
the Soviet Union and the Soviet-imposed Hungarian government proceed with:

1. The immediate release of all political prisoners and
suspension of all discriminatory measures against them;

2. The immediate re-establishment of human rights, trampled
under foot by the Soviets;

3. The immediate ceniqtion of persecution directed against
the true or alleged participants in the Hungarian Revolution.

Recalling that the Hungarian people overthrew their Communist
overlords without outside help, but were unable to secure their freedom
owing to lack of diplomatic and political support from the West, we warn
the free governments not to repeat this grave error and, in case of any
future popular uprising in East-Central Europe, to prevent the Soviet
Union from restoring Communist governments by armed intervention.

. We earnestly appeal to all peoples who enjoy liberty to come
to the succor of the subjugated peoples of Central and Eastern Europe
to the full extent of their moral and material possibilities, asking
them for unceasing new efforts so that the enslaved peoples may once
more share in the peaceful and free development of humanity, through

their knowledge, talent and industry.
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FIFTH SESSION

THE PROBLEM OF REFUGEES FROM THE CAPTIVE COUNTRIES

*. Resolution adopted at the 313th Meeting of
Albania the General Coomittee, on October 15, 1958,

- and endorsed by the 61st Meeting of the
‘Bulgaria Plenary Assembly, on October 23, 1958.
Czechoslovakia
Estonia The Assenbly of Captive European Nations,
Hungary ' Deeply concerned over the tragic fate both of the unsettled
X refugees in Europe and of recent escapees who, despite the lack of
‘Latvia woral and material incentives, still risk their lives to flee
| from the Comounist-ruled countries;
Lithuania
Noting that, according to the Report of the United Nations
Poland High Coomissioner for Refugees to the Thirteenth United Nations
General Assembly, the number of such unsettled refugees aoounts
Romania to 178,000, most of whon are still sheltered, under distressing

conditions, in refugee canps;

Convinced that the achievements of the peoples of Central-
Eastern Europe constitute an integral part of European culture and
civilization, and believing that the free world will benefit froo
a speedy resettlement of refugees and from their participation in
and contribution to the life of their new countries;

Considering that the Geneva Convention of 1951 and other
international and national neasures benefiting refugees have not
coopletely elinminated legal and de facto discrimination against

refugees in regard to eoployment, legal and social protection and
travel;

Disturbed by the situation of the more than 10,000 children
living in the unhealthy and cramped caops in Europe who continue
to be discrininated against by the United Nations Children's Fund
in contradiction to its expressed humanitarian purpose;
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Desiring to contribute to the resettlement, or integration, and
permanent care of the "hard core" of refugees and recognizing that the
financial means at the disposal of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees and other international and national governmental and volun-
tary organizations for service to refugees are insufficient;

SUPPORTS

the plan initiated in the Executive Committee of the United Nations
Refugee Fund (UNREF) for the World Refugee Year, thé purpose of which
would be to focus interest on the refugee problem, and to encourage
additional financial contributions, all of which should strengthen the
present efforts to solve the refugee problem.

APPEALS

earnestly to the governments of the free world to increase their
pledges and contributions for the project of the World Refugee Year in
the meetings of the General Assembly on October 27, 1958, thus bringing
the refugee problem nearer to am adequate aolution
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THE PROBLEM OF REFUGEES FROM THE CAPTIVE
COUNTRIES

Report adopted by the General Committee

and endorsed by the 61st Meeting of the
Plenary Assembly, on October 23, 1958, by
Mr. Jan Papanek, Czechoslovakia, Rapporteur

The Assembly of Captive European Nations, the membership of
which consists of organizations of exiles from Central and Eastern
European countries, has the continuing duty and responsibility to con-
cern itself with the problem of refugees, who often wait many years for
resettlement., Their stay in refugee camps or in even more miserable
conditions outside such camps can only result in the gradual demorali-
zation and phyeical deterioration of individuals, and in the loss of
their usefulness to their nations, Furthermore, the distressing living
conditions of the refugees generates negative political consequences
since it seems to reflect a diminishing respect and regnrd for all
victims of Communist persecution.

A recapitulation of some of the basic facts concerning the

numbers and situation of refugees must necessarily precede any discussio
of the problem.

According to the latest report of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, there remain in Europe some 178,000 non-
settled refugees, of which 58,000 are still in camps. In Austria 59,000
refugees remain, in France 36,000, in Germany 60,000, in Greece 10,000,
in Italy 11,000 and in Turkey 1,000, The number seems to grow rather
than to decrease, though some 22,000 have been re-settled within the
last year. Only 12,000 refugees were assisted in other ways, and more
than 11,000 needy refugees did not benefit in any way.

The program for camp clearance continues. It is planmed to
resettle, by the end of 1960, all refugees who have been living in camps
for more than ten years. The clearance and closing of camps depends,
however, on funds - which are not forthcoming.

According to the latest report of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) some 10,000 children still remain in
the cramped and unhealthy refugee camps in Europe. The problem is acute



T October 27, 1958
¢ ACEN Doc. No. 124 (V)(Soc.)
' L WT e Page: 2

for children of ten years of age, or older and it should have been the
primary concern of UNICEF, which has been helping needy children all
over the world. However, because of the opposition of the Communist-
dominated countries, who are also members of the Fund, refugee children
are omitted from this otherwise humanitarian program. It is, therfore,
vital to draw the attention of the free governments to this deplorable
situation,‘

7 Fe

The great problem of the handicapped the aged, the sick, the
disabled and other "hard core" refugees remains. In this respect the
generosity of several smaller Western European nations has permitted
some progress to be made, Some is evident also in the legal protection,
travel facilities (travel documents, etc.) granted to refugees and in

. .the .increasing equality of their treatment as regards working conditions,

social security benefits, .etc. However, much remains to be done in all
these fields. -

The 3ovtrnncntn and peoples of Western Europe - the Scandina-
vian countries, the Bemelux countries, France, Great Britain, Italy,

geruany, Austria and the countries of the Western Hemisphere - the United
tates CAnaza Australia and many others - generously have contributed

to the solution of the refugee problem and to the improvement of the lot
of these unfortunate people.

When asking for cont inued support from various governments of
the free world, particularly the United States government and its people,
it 48 important to bear in mind what the United States has already done
for refugees and what is the present situation, In this respect it shoul¢
be noted that since 1952 a special program, known as the United States
Escapee Program, has given considerable assistance, both financial and
material, to some 300,000 refugees and has financed the resettlement of
90,000 refugees.

- Purthcrmora, of the 2,600,217 immigrants to the United States
in the period 1946-1957, 713,531 were refugees. The direct expenditure
connected with their resettlement amounted to $926,000,000. The re-
fugees entered the United States under the basic U.S. immigration laws,
under the President's directive of 1945, the Displaced persons Act of
1948, the Refugee Relief Act of 1952, and are now entering under Public
Public Law No. 85-316 of 1957. A special law was passed in August 1958
admitting Hungarian parolees for permanent residence as of the date of
their entry. This applies to Hungarians who have lived in the United
States for two years.

The remarkable speed and effectiveness with which the problem
of Hungarian refugees was dealt with and solved following the suppression
of the Hungarian Revolution, in the Autumn of 1956, conclusively proves
that even the greatest difficulties can be overcome by concerted inter-
national and national action, both on the governmental and the non-
governmental level, given a fervent will and desire for action.
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Within a few weeks, at the end of 1956 and the beginning of
1957, more than 180,000 Hungarian refugees escaped to Austria. Today
all but some 18,000 are permanently resettled. According to the newest
plans the remaining unsettled refugees will be permanently settled within
one year. Some 20,000 Hungarians who escaped to Yugoslavia have already
been resettled,

The mortgaging of quotas, which are very small for Central and
East European countries, and which stopped immigration for many years,
has been abolished, so that the possibilities of immigration to the U.S.
under basic immigration laws have tremendously increased.

Permanent residence visas for the United States can be granted
to refugees from the nine captive European countries under the following
conditions:

Albania: to refugees who applied before September

20, 1950
Bulgaria: to refugees who applied before January, 1954
Czechoslovakia: the quota is current, i.e. open
Estonia: to refugees who applied before April, 1952
Latvia: to refugees who applied before July, 1951
Lithuania: to refugees who applied before February,1951
Poland: to refugees who applied before June, 1954

Visas are not at present available for applicants from Hungary and Romania

Under the provisions of another law, those admitted to the Unitec
States on a temporary basis are now enabled to become permanent residents
without having first to leave and to be re-admitted to the United States.
Diplomats and other official representatives of foreign countries can too
become permanent residents. Under certain conditions, some '"hard core'"
refugees, who were formerly not admitted - because of illness, for example
- can now enter the United States.

With regard to the United States, it is to be hoped that the
United States Escapee Program will continue its work on the same scale
as hitherto and that the present immigration quotas, which discriminate
against the Central and Eastern European countries, will be revised.

On the international level, the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees should be provided with the funds necessary to carry out
planned programs through the medium of the General Assembly of the United
Nations, where refugee problems are debated.
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The question of a World Refugee Year has been under dis-
cussion for several months. The Executive Committee of the United
Nations Refugee Fund during its September meeting, passed a resolution
supporting the idea and asked the High Commissioner to bring it to the
attention of the General Assembly. The purpose of the World Refugee
Year would be to focut interest on the rzfugee problem and to encourage
additional financial contributions both from governmental and voluntary
agencies and from the general public. This plan will be discussed by
the current session of the United Nations General Assembly.

It should be stressed that the only justification for adopting
the proposal concerning the '"World Refugee Year” is the expectation that
this initiative will not result in mere empty declarations by governments
but in the allocation of the necessary funds. It is also to be hoped
that this same initiative will not result in shifting this task to non-

governmental organizations, which are already taxed to the limit of their
resources.

During recent years the United Nations has exerted moral
pressure on its members, requesting them to pledge financial contri-
butions in order to solve the refugee problem. For that purpose the
General Assembly will meet as an ad hoc Committee of the Whole, when
governments will pledge their contributions to the UNHCR to enable him

to carry out his approved program. This pledging meeting will be held
on October 27, 1958.

With this in view, the General Committee has approved both
this report and the draft resolution on the Problem of Refugees from the
captive countries. Both documents have already been transmitted to the
non-Communist delegations to the United Nations.
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FIFTH SESSION

SOVIET "' CO-EXISTENCE" OFFENSIVE

Resolution unanimously adopted by the 62rid
Meeting of the Plenary Assembly on October
24, 1958.

The Assembly of Captive European Nations,

Noting that, evidently on the order of its Soviet masters,
the Delegation of the Czechoslovak Communist regime, on October 8,
1958, proposed for adoption by the General Assembly of the United
Nations a Draft Declaration on Measures Aimed at the Implementa-
tion and Promotion of Peaceful and Neighbourly Relations Among
States (Doc A/SPC/L.24);

Pointing out that the afore-mentioned Draft Declaration
suggests that "peaceful and neighbourly relations among nations"
be based, among others, upon'respect for the principle of equality
and self-determination of nations," as well as upon "non-aggression
respect for each other's sovereignty, ...territorial integrity,
non-interference in the internal affairs of other countries," and
recommends "'Lue development of coopecration iu cie iieiu of econouy,
culture, science, and technology'" as well as "the dissemination of
the ideas of peaceful co-existence among nations in schools, in
the press, on radio and television programs;"

Reminding that the afore-mentioned Draft Declaration is,
in substance, but a repetition of a Draft Declaration (A/3673)
proposed by the Delegation of the Soviet Union in the 12th Session
of the General Assembly of the United Nations;

Emphasizing that the factual policy of the Communist
dictators who, by force, threat to use force, subversion and
intervention, imposed their alien domination over nine formerly
sovereign states of Central and Eastern Europe and on a part of
another sovereign state - Germany - has cynically violated and
continues to violate the principles of equality and respect for
the sovereignty of states, non-interference in the internal
affairs of other countries, and of the self-determination of
nations;

Recalling that the intensification of the Soviet "co-
existence campaign" has always followed acts of Soviet aggression
and intervention, such as the recent savage suppression of the
Hungarian national revolution;
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Considering that the Comnunist-proposed proootion of peaceful and
neighbourly relations among states is merely a tactical political cove,
aining at the moral, political, and pilitary disarnacent of the free world
the condonation of Soviet aggression and consolicdation of its conquests
in Burope and Asia, the international recognition of the present status quo
in East-Central Europe and, thus, at furthering the Kremlin's goal
to extend its donination over the entire world;

Recalling the Resolution of the Assenmbly of Captive European Nations
on the same subject, dated December 11, 1957 (ACEN Doc. No. 102);

Resolves to urge the Delegations of the free cember-states of the
United Nations that,instead of considering the repetitious and hypocritical

proposals of the Delegations of the Cocnunist regimes, they pass a
declaration

(1) Stating inter alia that normal peaceful and good neighbourly
relations anmong states should and nust be based

on strict observance by the governnents of these states of the provis-
ions of the United Nations Charter requiring ''the suppression of acts
of aggression” and the “respect for the principle of equal rights and
self-deternination of peoples ";

on the soleon war-tinme obligations of the Great Powers, including the
Soviet Union, to restore "the sovereign rights and independence of
which they (these nations) were forcibly deprived by aggressor nations,'
all peoples having "the right to choose the forn of governpent under

which they will live' (Declaration on Liberated Europe of February 11,
1945);

on tutual treaty obligatiors and general principles of international
law; and

on loyal compliance with the decisions of the United Nations;

(2) Recoopending that all governments of the member-states take meas-
ures for the dissemination of these ideas of genuine peaceful co-existence
of states and reign of law in international rzlations in the schools, in
the press, on radio and television prograns - as a major poral and political
requirement of our century and a challenge to our generation.
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/ THE FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PROCLAMATION
o OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK REPUBLIC

Resolution unanimously adopted by the
Albania 63rd Meeting of thc Plenary Assembly, ’
. October 24th, 1958

Bulgaria
Czechoslovakia
The Assembly of Captive European Nations
Rasoa * 4 P pe >
in commemoration of the Fortieth Anniversary of the
Hungary proclamation of the Czechoslovak Republic,
Latvia renders homage to the Czechoslovak nation for its achievements
during the period of its independence;
condemns once again the suppression of the Czechoslovak
Poland independence by one totalitarian power in 1939 and by another
in 1948;
Romania

declares its solidarity with the Czechoslovak people in
their struggle to regain freedom and independence;

expresses its conviction that the determined joint efforts
of all the captive peoples, assisted by the free world, will
bring about the restoration of independence and freedom to the
now-captive nations of East-Central Europe and the integration
of the whole of Europe in freedom,
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UNITED NATIONS DAY (I)

Resolution unanimously adopted by the
6lst Meeting of the Plenary Assembly,
October 23, 1958

The Assembly of Captive European Nations,

Considering that October 24th has been proclaimed United
Nations Day; :

RESOLVES

that the following message be sent forthwith under the
signature of the Chairman, to the President of the Thirteenth
General Assembly of the United Nations:
= On this United Nations Day it is my privilege to convey
to you, Mr. President, in the name of the Assembly of Captive Europea;
Nations, now in session, the good wishes of the enslaved peoples of
Central and Eastern Europe.

We are certain that our peoples will pray on this day that
the free members of the United Nations will re-dedicate themselves
to the purpose and principles embodied in the United Nations Charter
and that they will tirelessly strive to develop the world organiza-
tion into a body capable of enforcing its decisions and of compelling
all states to observe the law of nations as well as the rights of
man.

In all sincerity we must express on this day our concern
at certain trends which have become more and more apparent through
the past few years. First, while making persistent and frequently
successful efforts to help non-self-governing peoples in certain
parts of the world to achieve statehood, the United Nations turned
and continues to turn a deaf ear to the plea of our once-independent
nations to be helped to regain freedom and is treating the tools of
the alien oppressor of our countries as lawful governments, thus
placing the seal of its authority on the bondage of our peoples.
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Secondly, while subjecting free member nations to pressures
and enforcement measures, the United Nations has permitted the Soviet
Union, the state which has enslaved our nations, to flout the will
of the majority and at the same time use the processes of the Charter
to undermine and to divide the free nations.

Since these trends have lent substance to the charge that
a double standard prevails in the United Nations we respectfully
voice the hope of the people of Central and Eastern Europe that the
free nations, under the guidance of enlightened statesmen like your-
self, will remedy the situation in order to ensure that the United
Nations fulfil its mission of maintaining peace with justice and
respect for human dignity."



ASSEMBLY OF CAPTIVE EUROPEAN NATIONS

ASSEMBLEE DES NATIONS
CAPTIVES D' EUROPE

Czechoslovakia

Latvia
Lithuania
Poland

Romania

October 30, 1958
ACEN RES/PA 132 (V) Gen.
FIFTH SESSION Page: 1

UNITED NATIONS DAY (II)

The Assembly of Captive European Nations,

Considering that October 24th has been proclaimed United
Nations Day,

RESOLVES

that the following message be sent forthwith, under the
signature of the Chairman, to the Secretary General of the United
Nations:

" On this United Nations Day the Assembly of Captive European
Nations, now in scesion, joins those wishing the United Nations
success in the fulfillment of its mission of worldwide importance.
May we respectfully urge your Excellency on this occasion to consider
ways and means to carry out the tasks conferred upon the Secretary
General of the United Nations by the Genmeral Assembly Resolutions
1004 (ESII) paragraph 4, 1005 (ESII) paragraph 3, 1127 (XI) paragraph
1, 1130 (XI) paragraph 3, 1131 (XI) paragraph 5 and 1132 (XI) para-
graph 6.

It is our conviction that in making all possible efforts to
bring about compliance with decisions of the General Assembly Your
Excellency would serve the cause of justice and, at the same time,
help to strengthen the authority of the world organization."
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